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THEORETICAL HISTORY AND THE NOVEL: THE 
SCOTTISH FICTION OF JOHN GALT 

by KEITH M. COSTAIN 

The history of the novel is characterized, among its other attri- 
butes, by a continuous quest for new or modified forms and struc- 
tures adequate to convey new or modified perceptions of reality. 
Some novelists are content to appeal to the specifically "literary" 
tradition and, like Fielding with his "comic epic in prose," adapt 
existing structures to express their perceptions while others search 
more radically beyond the boundaries of imaginative literature for 
new formal and structural models. In an attempt to recreate indi- 
vidual and modern experience Defoe and Richardson have re- 
course to the journal, the autobiography, or to private correspon- 
dence, while Sterne's yet more radical reliance on a structure 
suggested not by preceding literary models but by Locke's as- 
sociationist psychology is well-known. In the early nineteenth cen- 
tury Scott demonstrated that reality had an immensely important 
historical dimension, though he preferred to express this insight by 
accommodating older "literary" structures to his purposes, as 
Fielding had done in a different context. It was Scott's less well- 
known contemporary, John Galt, possessed of a historical con- 
sciousness only somewhat less remarkable than Scott's, who sought 
to develop a new form with its own characteristic structure to em- 
body a vision of reality redefined to include its influential historical 
component. This essay is an attempt to give an account of the form 
which Galt developed. The account provides another example of 
that process of cross-fertilization between fiction and non-fiction 
manifested in the history of the novel generally. More particularly, 
it also provides what seems to me the proper context for serious 
critical discussion of an author whose works have always enjoyed a 
respectable readership yet one not as widespread as his talents 
deserve. 

II 

From the beginning of his career as a writer of fiction Galt was 
embarrassed by the very term "novel." In his mind it was as- 
sociated on the one hand with Romance, and on the other with the 
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type of fiction written by Fielding. He thought the formal plot, 
which Fielding handled so skillfully, a "strait-jacket," and asserted 
that he had failed with his novel Sir Andrew Wylie because 

... as it now stands it is more like an ordinary novel, than that 
which I first projected, inasmuch as, instead of giving, as in- 
tended, a view of the rise and progress of a Scotchmnan in Lon- 
don, it exhibits a beginning, a middle, and an end, according to 
the mnost approved fashion for works of that description.1 

He thought the moderns were too concerned about the "rules": 
". .. they understand the theory of art so well, that they think atten- 
tion to rules preferable to the study of natural phenomena." He had 
little respect for Romance since its concern for "natural 
phenomena" was minimal, though, regrettably, this did not prevent 
him from falling back upon Romance in his worst novels or even in 
works of higher caliber when his imagination was not fully sus- 
tained nor his usually penetrating observation consistently acute. 
His best work, in fact, was written out of a state of mind that com- 
bined the qualities of the fabulist and the historian. It was a state in 
which 

... the imagination and the memory work together, and their 
united endeavour to supply what has been forgotten, begets re- 
flections with a character of truth about them, such as the off- 
spring of fancy never possesses; and with more beauty, no less in- 
teresting than the hard features of veteran and serviceable facts.2 

Galt was convinced that the momentous events that had occurred 
during his own life-time (events associated with the French and 
Industrial Revolutions) had made the age in which he lived unique 
in History. These events, he thought, had made old philosophies 
and the literary forms used to express them to some extent "obso- 
lete."3 What he searched for was a form that would enable him to 
recreate the "natural phenomena" of the history of his day more 
directly than forms which were expected to satisfy the demands of 
the classical "rules," and one which would allow for that interplay 
of imagination and memory which he wished to express in his art. 

The form he adopted was one astringently labelled "theoretical 
history." He asserted of his Annals of the Parish in particular, and 
more broadly of his other fictions dealing with the society of the 
southwest of Scotland roughly in the period of his own lifetime, 
that "They would be more properly characterised . . . as theoretical 
histories, than either as novels or romances." He remarks further, 
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I do not think I have had numerous precursors, in what I would 
call mny theoretical histories of society, limnited, though they were 
required by the subject, necessarily to the events of a cir- 
cumiscribed locality.4 

Galt didn't explain what he meant by the term "theoretical history" 
beyond a somewhat vague paraphrase in his Literary Life where he 
classifies Annals of the Parish as "a kind of treatise on the history of 
society in the West of Scotland during the reign of George the 
Third."5 

With one or two exceptions6 Galt's terminology has not received 
much attention from his critics, perhaps owing to the vagueness 
with which he used it, perhaps owing to the fact that in Sir Andrew 
Wylie, and also in the much superior work The Entail, Galt admits 
varying measures of conventional novelistic structure so that to 
consider such works as anything other than Galt's attempts to write 
a traditional novel in three volumes has seemed perverse or unim- 
portant. But even these works were closer in conception to theoret- 
ical history than they appear in their final formn, while the shorter 
fictions have yet more in common with Annals of the Parish, Galt's 
subtlest work of fiction, his beau ideal of the form he called 
"theoretical history" and, as has recently been emphasized, an im- 
portant precursor of the full-scale historical novel as it was de- 
veloped by Scott.7 An enquiry into the source and proper definition 
of this term will enable us to understand what Galt sought to ac- 
complish in his fictional narratives. An examination ofAnnals of the 
Parish will enable us to judge how (and how well) Galt went about 
constructing a work of fiction which on the one hand had to appeal 
to the imagination, and on the other convey a strong impression of 
historical veracity from the standpoint of a particular historio- 
graphical "school." These enquiries, finally, will enable us to judge 
whether, or in what manner, the term "theoretical history" can 
legitimately be said to characterize all of Galt's Scottish fictions as, 
at present, it is commonly supposed that it may. 

III 

"Theoretical history" is a term which Galt borrowed from the 
vocabulary of the Scottish Realist philosophers of the eighteenth 
century, and one which the Realists themselves used to designate a 
form of historical speculation and historical writing which they 
made peculiarly their own.8 Their form of historical enquiry be- 
came the historical orthodoxy of the middle and later eighteenth 

344 The Scottish Fiction of John Galt 

This content downloaded from 187.121.40.63 on Fri, 26 Apr 2013 16:33:33 PM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


century, exerting its influence on European as well as British his- 
toriography as, for instance, in the case of Herder.9 It is not, there- 
fore, surprising that Galt and others of his generation, who grew up 
during the heyday of "the Scottish School," should have been af- 
fected by it. Lord Cockburn, writing of a friend of Francis Jeffrey, 
observes that 

. . . his favourite subjects used to rise out of any views connected 
with the theoretical history of inan and his progress, which, 
being inextricably involved in speculation, had peculiar attrac- 
tions both for himn and for Jeffrey.10 

The same could be said for most of the other founders of the Edin- 
burgh Review, as also for James Mill who, in his History of British 
India (1817), is the last major exponent of theoretical history among 
historians."1 But the influence of this form of enquiry and some of 
its principal tenets lasted well into the nineteenth century among 
anthropologists and sociologists,12 and can be discerned also in 
some of the writings of John Stuart Mill (given theoretical histories 
to read in his boyhood) and in Macaulay's History of England. 

For the Scottish Realists the study of History was the study of 
progress, or, more specifically, the study of the various forces con- 
nected with the means of subsistence which (they thought) caused 
societies to evolve upwards in a series of definable stages, each 
stage corresponding to an altered mode of subsistence. The later 
stages of this process (corresponding to the dependence of society 
on commerce and industry) were generally regarded as superior in 
value to the earlier (dependent upon hunting and farming), and 
theoretical histories were written to trace the progress of British or 
European society through the respective stages. The theoretical 
historians engaged in this form of enquiry partly out of philosophi- 
cal curiosity but, more practically, out of an anxiety to comprehend 
and make known the conditions which govern progressive de- 
velopment in order that the progress of society might remain undis- 
turbed by the mistaken conduct of individuals or the short-sighted 
policies of nations. In order to understand in greater detail what 
theoretical histories were, however, it is necessary to look more 
closely at their content, their method, and their form. We can use- 
fully begin by examining their general content: the Realist theory 
of progress which these works were expressly written to expound 
and support. 
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IV 

In keeping with the Realist epistemology of Thomas Reid, the 
Scottish theoretical historians thought of progress as an aspect of 
reality which could be empirically known. Progress was a natural 
characteristic of human existence since the impulses that make for 
progressive development are embedded in human nature. But 
these impulses are non-rational, as John Millar, for example, indi- 
cates when he declares that man is progressive because 

... never satisfied with any particular attainment, he is continu- 
ally impelled by his desires fromn the pursuit of one object to that 
of another; and his activity is called forth in the production of the 
several arts which render his situation mnore easy and agree- 
able.13 

Progress, the Realists concluded, is not achieved by human plan- 
ning since this implies a degree of rationality in human affairs 
which their reading of History did not support. They agreed with 
Adam Ferguson's emphatic statement in his History of Civil Soci- 
ety that 

. . . every step and every movement of the multitude, even in 
what are termed enlightened ages, are made with equal blind- 
ness to the future; and nations stumble upon establishments, 
which are indeed the result of humnan action, but not the execu- 
tion of any human design.14 

The Realists resolved the paradox suggested by the view that 
progress is brought about by non-rational human impulses through 
a resort to metaphysics curious among so empirical a school of think- 
ers. Progress was not the result of any human design, but they 
were inclined by their common Presbyterianism (and their hostility 
to David Hume) to think of it as a consequence of Providential 
design, Providence working through "equal, fixed, and general 
laws" as William Robertson, among others, observed.15 Adam 
Smith's famous "invisible hand" would seem to be a secularized 
Providence directing man who "intends only his own gain" to 
"promote an end which was no part of his intention.'6 

A corollary of the idea that progress is achieved by human action 
though not by human design is the idea that progress cannot be 
attributed to the schemes of "great men." Gilbert Stuart chided 
both David Hume and William Robertson (the latter unfairly) for 
dwelling upon "eminent men" and "heroic action" instead of com- 
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posing "disquisitions into laws and manners" since it is in the 
everyday world, among the common activities of ordinary people, 
that the "laws" of historical development are to be found at work.17 
The eminence of eminent men consists not in far-sightedly plan- 
ning future development but in their ability to recognize, in ad- 
vance of their contemporaries, those significant historical changes 
already taking place among the body of the people. They are in a 
position to facilitate progress either by articulating those changes 
which they are the first to discern, or (should they have the power) 
by taking appropriate action to clear obstacles in the path of prog- 
ressive change. 

Just as the Scottish theoretical historians rejected "great man" 
theories of historical development so also did they reject primitivis- 
tic theories that postulated some kind of highly desirable pre-social 
state of human existence. They accepted Reid's basic tenet that 
"man is by nature a social animal"18 and this axiom, coupled with 
their view of progress as natural to man, led them to think of prog- 
ress as a social process. 

The historians of the "Scottish School" regarded social processes 
as by nature evolutionary rather than revolutionary, so that as a 
social process progress, it followed, could only be achieved gradu- 
ally. It takes lengthy periods of time, they thought, for changes in 
public sentiment, opinion, and conduct to manifest themselves in 
new laws or institutions. Thus the Scottish theoretical historians 
opposed political revolutions because their effect was to interfere 
with the natural development of society. Political wisdom, Dugald 
Stewart maintained, lies "in a gradual and prudent accommodation 
of established institutions to the varying opinions, manners, and 
circumstances of mankind." He disapproved of root-and-branch 
radicals but was, if anything, more hostile to reactionaries believing 
that rulers are apt to be blinded most by their "reverence for abuses 
which have been sanctioned by time" and by "inattention to the 
progress of public opinion."'19 

The theoretical historians considered the evolutionary process of 
progressive change to be uniform in structure for all societies be- 
cause they accepted, as a further basic premise, that human nature 
is uniform beneath superficial differences of nationality, culture 
and race. They were thus able to assign a universally applicable 
periodic structure to progressive change, though they realized that 
particular societies proceeded up the periodic scale they had 
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worked out at varying paces, according to the influence of their own 
historical circumstances. 

All of these factors concerning progress could be understood and 
acknowledged, yet its reality still not be attainable without order 
and stability. The Scottish theoretical historians believed that the 
order upon which progressive development is founded is moral in 
nature. They accepted the position of Francis Hutcheson who, in 
opposition to Hobbes and the "Selfish School," declared that con- 
cern for the public good was just as "natural" to, and observable in 
man as self-interest. Hutcheson wrote that "Our public affections 
must ... be strengthened as well as the private, to keep a bal- 
ance,"20 and it was this balance of motivational forces upon which 
the Scottish historians relied for social order and for social growth. 

Not all the historians of the "Scottish School" were entirely sure 
that the balance suggested by Hutcheson could be attained in an 
increasingly affluent society such as their own. Lord Kames and 
Adam Ferguson, for instance, worried about such potentially dis- 
ruptive social manifestations as class antagonism exacerbated by 
the "luxury" of the age, the unequal distribution of property, and 
the increasingly minute divisions of labor in industry. "Interest 
cools the imagination and hardens the heart," Ferguson lamented, 
and both he and Kames were, at times, disturbed by the analogy 
they drew between the corrupt Britain of the eighteenth century and 
the fall of a highly corrupt Rome.21 These moments of gloom did 
not, ultimately, do more than qualify their belief in progress, while 
enthusiastic Whigs such as Dugald Stewart and John Millar 
explained that although societies in the ancient world may have 
experienced a cyclical movement of rise, decline, and fall, and have 
enacted in their history the myth of Sisyphus, the advent of print- 
ing, wider literacy, the popular press, a world-wide trading system, 
and modern industry made it unlikely that Britain would duplicate 
the experience of Rome.22 

V 

These, then, in broad outline, are the leading ideas concerning 
progress which theoretical histories were written to communicate, 
and they are inseparable from the method by which they were 
supported, and the form in which they were conveyed. The form 
and method of theoretical history were most fully defined in the 
eighteenth century by Dugald Stewart, who took Adam Smith's 
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Dissertation on the Origin of Languages as an example of the type. 
It was, he says, "a peculiar sort of inquiry, which, so far as I know, is 
entirely of modern origin," and proceeds to account for it thus: 

When, in such a period of society as that in which we live, we 
compare our intellectual acquirements, our opinions, manners, 
and institutions, with those which prevail amnong rude tribes, it 
cannot fail to occur to us as an interesting question, by what 
gradual steps the transition has been made from the first simple 
efforts of uncultivated nature, to a state of things so wonderfully 
artificial and complicated. 

But in tracing man's progress from early origins to his modern state 
problems arise for the historian concerning the evidence of the 
tribal stage of man's existence, for which there are no written re- 
cords. Yet, Stewart notes, enquiry into that stage is necessary be- 
cause "long before that stage of society when men began to think of 
recording their transactions, many of the most important steps of 
their progress have been made." Thus, he continues, lacking incon- 
trovertible evidence of man's situation in remote ages 

. . . we are under a necessity of supplying the place of fact by 
conjecture; and when we are unable to ascertain how men have 
actually conducted themselves upon particular occasions, of con- 
sidering in what manner they are likely to have proceeded, from 
the principles of their nature, and the circumstances of their ex- 
ternal situation. In such inquiries, the detached facts which 
travels and voyages afford us, may frequently serve as landmarks 
to our speculations; and somnetimes our conclusions a priori, may 
tend to confirmn the credibility of facts which, on a superficial 
view, appeared doubtful or incredible.23 

Stewart here directs our attention to the comparative method by 
means of which the theoretical historians went about recreating the 
probable conditions of the savage state of society. Armed with the 
observations of primitive peoples made by modern travellers 
(among whom Captain Cook and travellers to the interior of Canada 
were favorites), their knowledge of human psychology (which the 
Realists made a special point of studying), and arguing by analogy 
with probability as their logical sheet anchor the Scottish historians 
built up a "theoretical" or "conjectural" outline of social develop- 
ment before records were kept. 

The enquiries of the theoretical historians, assisted by the com- 
parative method, gave rise to a generally accepted tripartite struc- 
ture of historical development the principal stages of which were 
the savage, the barbaric, and the civilized or "polite" stages, the 
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latter having been reached in Europe by the eighteenth century. 
Societies moved up this scale in a series of transitions, and the 
process was regarded as dynamic. As Ferguson points out, "pro- 
gression may, no doubt, be divided into periods; but in no period, 
perhaps, is the subject stationary.'"24 

Theoretical histories were organized according to the periodic 
structure which conjecture helped the Scottish historians to formu- 
late. Their subject matter is thus dealt with in three stages, the 
historian indicating the combination of factors, ultimately rooted in 
human nature which, in his view, caused a progressive movement 
from one stage to the next above it. Greater emphasis, however, 
tended to be placed upon the evolution of the civilized stage of 
society from the barbaric (generally equated with the Middle Ages) 
since written records were available for the barbaric stage, and the 
theoretical historians recognized that the immediate foundations of 
their own society had been laid by virtue of the barbarian conquest 
of Europe. 

Theoretical history, then, was a type of historical writing with a 
method and form of its own, manifesting a philosophical attitude to 
the study of history. Writings of this type do not present simply the 
phenomena of history but display a concern for the principles, the 
natural "laws," the causes and effects by which historical 
phenomena are inter-related and constitute an intelligible struc- 
ture. The influence of the content of such writings-the Realist 
theory of progress-can be readily discovered in John Galt's mul- 
tifarious works on historical, political, economic, even artistic top- 
ics written both prior to and during the composition of his Scottish 
fiction. The two books that Galt wrote on his Mediterranean travels 
(1809-11) show clearly that he had accepted the validity of the 
method and purpose of theoretical history, and its periodicity. He 
assesses the countries he visits according to the stages of progress 
he thinks they have achieved; he offers a scheme of historical de- 
velopment, based on his observations, close to the tripartite 
scheme of the theoretical historians, and in doing so he shows an 
understanding of the comparative method. In a passage somewhat 
reminiscent of that quoted above from Dugald Stewart he remarks 
that 

Antiquity furnishes no view of man, such as we have obtained 
since the discovery of America; and, therefore, when we reason 
about the barbarity of the Greeks in ages prior to the Trojan war, 
I suspect that the ideas on which we build our theories are de- 
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rived fromn the observations of modern voyagers. The 
philosophers of antiquity had no conception of a state of society 
so rude as that which was found by Captain Cook in New Hol- 
land.25 

Galt indulged in some comparative speculation himself, noting that 
"In the course of this little voyage, I observed several marks of that 
process by which we may conceive the distribution of property to 
have taken place in the early stages of civilization."26 

Galt's position was to some extent similar to that of Kames and 
Ferguson in that although he believed in progress there were mo- 
ments when he had primitivistic fears that it would be reversed by 
"luxury" and the corruptions of affluence. The Greek ruins in Al- 
bania and the Morea led him to adopt Stewart's figure, without 
making Stewart's distinction between the ancient and modern 
worlds, and he wrote that they "appear as the monuments of a 
prosperity and a refinement now no more, and society has mourn- 
fully realized the fable of Sisyphus."27 

But if Galt was inclined to see in these ruins a warning to his own 
society, the gloomy mood which they aroused did not last. He was 
more inspired by the magnitude of the changes that had taken place 
in his lifetime than depressed by some of their undesirable con- 
sequences. Ultimately he saw the tendency of that commerce and 
industry upon which the civilized or "polite" stage of social de- 
velopment rested as beneficial, asserting that "the tendency of a 
commercial system is to improve the existing state of things; and 
improvement is not at variance with, but is the food of stability."28 
This optimistic attitude to progressive change generally prevailed 
over his occasional Kamesian and Fergusonian misgivings. 

VI 

The abstractions of Scottish Realist philosophy and Scottish 
theoretical history seem to offer little to the writer of fiction, but 
Galt accepted the classical theory that imaginative literature must 
instruct as well as amuse. A work of fiction, he maintained, should 
be "a vehicle of instruction, or philosophy teaching, by examples, 
parables, in which the moral was more valuable than the incidents 
were impressive." Elsewhere he stated that "fables are often a bet- 
ter way of illustrating philosophical truth, than abstract reason- 
ing."29 Despite the somewhat uncompromising emphasis in these 
statements upon instruction, conveying the impression that Galt 
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thought of his fictional works as something in the nature of 
apologues, he took pains in his best works to ensure that the de- 
mands of art were not relegated to a secondary position. He prefer- 
red example to precept, and managed to avoid narrow propagandist 
didacticism, believing he had erred with his first novel, The Majolo 
(1816), because as he remarked, "considered as a novel [it] is by far 
too philosophical."30 

Annals of the Parish (1821) is the best example of Galt's theoreti- 
cal position. It was of this narrative that Galt was primarily thinking 
when he made the statement concerning "fables" quoted in the 
preceding paragraph, just as it was of this work above all his others 
that Galt thought when he called his fictions "theoretical histories." 
Originally Annals of the Parish was intended to be a Scottish ver- 
sion of The Vicar of Wakefield under the title The Pastor of his 
Parish.31 But Galt's plan was altered after he had been strongly 
impressed by the improvements carried out in the village of Inver- 
kip. He widened the focus of his narrative from the teller to the 
community in which he lived, from autobiography to history. The 
title of the work was changed (at Blackwood's suggestion) to reflect 
the alteration of intention, and as it stands the narrative records the 
development of an entire community over a fifty-year period 
(1760-1810). Not surprisingly for a work inspired by "improve- 
ment," its theme is progress, and progress presented in terms famil- 
iar in Scottish theoretical history. 

Despite the altered focus, however, autobiography is not entirely 
eliminated from the work but is assimilated with history. The story 
is that of the progressive development of a community, but it is a 
story told by a fully dramatized individual, the Rev. Micah Bal- 
whidder, Minister of Dalmailing. The narrative is told in the Minis- 
ter's unmistakable and warmly human "voice." The reader experi- 
ences everything in the narrative through the consciousness of its 
supposed writer, though he is not entirely confined to that con- 
sciousness since it is, from time to time, set at some critical distance 
by Galt's deft irony which he handles with a skill reminiscent of 
Jane Austen. The narrative is not a mere record of "what hap- 
pened," though it might seem so on a superficial reading, but an 
account also of the Minister's attempts to comprehend a meaning in 
the history of his parish during his ministry. The meaning he finds 
reflects the thinking of the Scottish theoretical historians, as the 
organization of his narrative reflects the organization of theoretical 
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histories, but in the highly concrete manner required by fiction. 
The element of autobiography enables Galt to embody abstract 
truths in character, conduct, and setting. 

This point having been made it must also be noted that Galt and 
his narrator regarded merely autobiographical passages in the work 
as digressions from the central purpose, which was more generally 
historical than simply personal. It is true that there are many au- 
tobiographical passages in the work, and that they provide it with 
much of its comedy, but they are the consequence of the garrulous 
narrator's inability to keep his mind continuously upon what he 
recognizes as his central purpose. Passages of purely personal 
comment or reminiscence usefully enhance Balwhidder's credibil- 
ity and that of his narrative as a whole,32 but he realizes that his 
autobiographical excursions are intrusions upon his main purpose 
and frequently calls himself away from them to his central, histori- 
cal, concerns. He expresses some paternal pride in his son Gilbert, 
for example, "that is now a corpulent man, and a Glasgow mer- 
chant," but hastily adds: 

It is not, however, my design to speak mnuch anent mny own af- 
fairs, which would be a very improper and uncomely thing, but 
only of what happened in the parish, this book being for a wit- 
ness and testimony of my ministry. (46)33 

The Minister in fact conceives his central purpose to be the pro- 
vision of a historical record of the development of his community 
during a period of unprecedentedly rapid change. "My task and 
duty," he writes, "is to note the changes of time and habitudes" 
(50). Toward the end of his narrative he explains that he has not 
written for a "vain world," 

... but only to testify to posterity anent the great changes that 
have happened in m-y day and generation-a period which all the 
best informed writers say, has not had its m-atch in the history of 
the world, since the beginning of time. (201) 

He is qualified for this task, he points out, in that "[I] had been all 
my days a close observer of the signs of the times" (170). He refers 
to his narrative throughout as a "chronicle," and at one point as a 
"historical narrative" (169), albeit of a circumscribed locality, for 

It belongs to the chroniclers of the realm, to describe the damage 
and detriment which fell on the power and prosperity of the 
kingdom . . . for m-y task is to describe what happened within the 
narrow bound of the pasturage of the Lord's flock, of which, in 
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his bounty and mnercy, he made me the humble, willing, but, 
alas! the weak and ineffectual shepherd. (80) 

Although Balwhidder frequently mentions the "what happened" 
aspect of history he is more concerned in practice to get at the 
meaning of history, or, more specifically, the meaning of progress, 
since he sees history primarily in terms of progressive change. Like 
the Scottish theoretical historians he thinks of progress as unplan- 
ned by man but ordained by Providence so that an important part of 
the meaning of history for him is as evidence of beneficent Provi- 
dential design, as it was also for that clerical theoretical historian 
William Robertson. Balwhidder makes a serious point, though in 
relation to a comic example, when he reflects upon how' improve- 
ments came about, as it were, by the immediate instigation of Pro- 
vidence" (43). He regards the careers of the successful, progressive 
members of the Malcolm family (whose upward movement typifies 
the movement of society as a whole in this period) as the conse- 
quence of a "visible preordination" (46). Balwhidder has written his 
entire narrative "that I may bear witness to the work of a beneficent 
Providence, even in the narrow sphere of my parish" (4). He be- 
lieves that 

... nothing comes to pass without helping onwards somne great 
end; each particular little thing that happens in the world, being 
a seed sown by the hand of Providence to yield an increase, 
which increase is destined, in its turn, to minister to somne higher 
purpose, until at last the issue affects the whole earth. (101) 

This passage brings to mind Adam Smith's figure of the "invisi- 
ble hand," and, indeed, the theory of the Scottish historians that 
progress is the consequence of changes that occur spontaneously 
among the people according to natural "laws" providentially estab- 
lished. From this point of view it makes as much sense to look for 
the workings of Providence in a small community as in a large, just 
as it makes sense to try to comprehend the general nature of prog- 
ress through its manifestations even in a narrow "pasturage." Bal- 
whidder evidently thought so because not only does he recognize 
in his parish those small seeds "sown by the hand of Providence" 
which will help conduce to great events, but he also claims to have 
"been enabled to foresee what kings and nations would do, by the 
symptoms manifested within the bounds of society around me" 
(175). He regards his parish, quite specifically, as "a type and index 
to the rest of the world" (186). In this context the annals of an 
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ordinary parish can be as significant as, perhaps more significant 
than those of Tacitus. 

Balwhidder's focus on his parish is not simply a matter of re- 
stricted experience, but is symptomatic of the view that history is 
not made by "great men." The Minister defers to his social 
superiors but is not inclined to "hero-worship"; Bonaparte fails to 
exert any attraction for Balwhidder not only because he is a national 
enemy but also because, as an obstacle to progress, he is historically 
disastrous. 

Balwhidder understood, with the Scottish historians, that prog- 
ress is a social process and as such is evolutionary. He makes his 
gradualist view explicit toward the end of his narrative when he 
remarks: "I considered that the best reformations are those which 
proceed step by step, and stop at that point where the consent to 
what has been established becomes general" (188). Consequently 
he is hostile to revolutions, taking some satisfaction that by 1807 
enthusiasm for the French Revolution was on'the wane and that 
men generally were "pretty well-satisfied in their minds, that up- 
roar and rebellion make but an ill way of righting wrongs" (195). He 
had opened his narrative by inveighing against those who "trumpet 
forth their hypothetical politics" (3), and he remains opposed to the 
visionary schemes of domestic revolutionaries based on abstract 
"natural rights" since they were both unrealistic and liable to 
obstruct progressive social development. 

This does not mean that he takes a reactionary position. He is 
friendly to the bookseller of Cayenneville (the factory town that 
rises on the outskirts of Dalmailing), although he is a man of reform- 
ing principles, because he is no root and branch revolutionary. He 
"had very correct notions of right and justice, in a political sense, 
and "was as orderly and well-behaved as any other body" (134). On 
the other hand Balwhidder has nothing but contempt for most of the 
local landowners who are dyed-in-the-wool reactionaries. They 
were, the Minister indicates, 

... in general straitened in their circumstances, partly with up- 
setting, [misfortune], and partly by the eating rust of family pride, 
which hurt the edge of many a clever fellow among them, that 
would have done well in the way of trade, but sunk into divors 
[debt] for the sake of their genteelity. (130) 

The establishment of the cotton mill offends "some of the ancient 
families, in their turreted houses" for this new enterprise, carried 
out with capital beyond their command, 
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. . . sank their pride into insignificance, and minany of themi would 
almost rather have wanted the rise that took place in the value of 
their lands, than have seen this incoming of what they called 
o'er-sea speculation. (128) 

Balwhidder's median position between the reactionary lairds on 
the one hand, and the radical factory workers on the other, in con- 
nection with the question of the economic transformation of his 
society together with its political consequences underlines his be- 
lief that extremists of either variety, as Dugald Stewart had pointed 
out, presented obstacles to progress.34 

This point raises another which is central to the thinking of Bal- 
whidder and his creator as it was also to that of the Scottish histo- 
rians, namely that progress is dependent upon social stability. We 
have seen that the Scottish historians adopted Francis Hutcheson's 
principle of social order-the balance of self-interest with concern 
for the public welfare-and Balwhidder does the same. Hutcheson 
tended to favor the more altruistic side of his equation, since he 
thought that philosophers such as Hobbes had given self-interest 
more than its due, and Balwhidder's position has a very Hutche- 
sonian ring when he proclaims that "love and charity, far more than 
reason or justice, formed the tie that holds the world, with all its 
jarring wants and woes, in social dependence and obligation to- 
gether" (157). This statement also makes it plain that, like the Scot- 
tish historians, he appreciates the importance of non-rational forces 
in accomplishing desirable social ends. 

The characters of Balwhidder's narrative are grouped according 
to the degree in which self-interest directs their conduct. The 
Minister places in a highly critical light such utterly self-interested 
characters as Major Gilchrist, the upstart Nabob; Mr. Speckle the 
irresponsible capitalist, and Mungo Argyle, the tyrannical excise- 
man who eventually murders Lord Eaglesham, the benevolent 
local aristocrat, all of whom cause suffering to the entire community 
toward which they feel no obligations. Against these characters 
Balwhidder ranges Mr. Kibbock and Mr. Coulter, the agricultural 
improvers who enrich both themselves and the community by their 
progressive farming techniques, and Mr. Cayenne, who builds the 
cotton mill-thus ushering in an era of unexampled prosperity for 
the entire region. That harmony of self-interest with concern for the 
public good of which Balwhidder approves is especially 
exemplified by Mr. Cayenne's conduct when a bad harvest is ex- 
pected in 1798. He buys corn from abroad and stores it. When the 
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harvest falls short he "opened his garnels at the cotton mill, and, 
after distributing a liberal portion to the poor and needy, [sold] the 
remainder at an easy rate to the generality of the people" (162). 
Cayenne makes a profit but the public is well-served as it is not by 
Mr. Speckle, Cayenne's successor at the factory, who throws the 
entire town of Cayenneville out of work by making reckless and 
abortive speculations designed to make him rich as quickly as pos- 
sible. 

Not only does Balwhidder prefer those of his parishioners who 
have some concern for public service as well as for private interest 
(and there are more in his story who do than do not), but he is 
himself a leading exemplar of the type. He enjoys his worldly 
wealth and is pleased to see his parishioners rescued from the 
grinding poverty of the old rural life. He is not self-centered, how- 
ever, and spends his money, time, and ingenuity in the communi- 
ty's service. His second wife, possessing "a geni for management" 
(32) evidently inherited from her father, Mr. Kibbock, makes him 
well aware of the dangers of the new prosperity. She soon turns his 
Manse into "a factory of butter and cheese" (33) through her com- 
pulsive industry so that Balwhidder was "almost by myself with the 
jangle and din" (32). He dislikes his wife's "over-earnestness to 
gather geer [wealth]" (153), but it is not worldly wealth in itself that 
he thinks pernicious. He is, rather, disturbed by his wife's single- 
minded pursuit of it to the exclusion of less material concerns. He 
falls into a profound depression from which he is eventually res- 
cued by his daughter, newly returned from boarding school and 
able to provide the cultivated companionship her education has 
made possible. Balwhidder's domestic experience reinforces his 
conviction that self-interest must be balanced against more altruis- 
tic motives, especially since he saw the excessive materialism of his 
second wife having its deleterious effects in society at large. 

Balwhidder's final attitude to progress, then, is one characterized 
by the qualified optimism which his creator shared with Lord 
Kames and Adam Ferguson. He is made anxious by the weakening 
of the older communal spirit, evident in the more feudal society of 
his youth, which is especially manifested by that "sad division of 
my people into government-men and jacobins" (146) brought on by 
the debate over the French Revolution. Although he is excited by 
the cotton mill enterprise in Dalmailing he is appalled by the "long 
white faces" of the Glasgow weavers who "had a stronger cast of 
unhealthy melancholy" (136) than those of his parish. His wife's 
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compulsion to make money, and a visit to industrial Glasgow cause 
him to reflect on the vanity of riches, ". . . for in that same spirit of 
improvement, which was so busy everywhere, I could discern 
something like a shadow, that shewed it was not altogether of that 
pure advantage, which avarice led all so eagerly to believe" (137). 

But just as the Minister in all fairness gives the second Mrs. 
Balwhidder her due for making possible the tangible benefits he 
has enjoyed in his life he comes to the conclusion that, in spite of 
new evils it has propagated, the new era of commercial and indus- 
trial prosperity which extinguished many of the dying remnants of 
the barbaric stage of society has been more beneficial than other- 
wise. During his long ministry he witnessed harsh poverty al- 
leviated; smuggling and lawlessness give place to industry and a 
more orderly social life (except for the early years of the French 
Revolution), and the advent of modern roads, canals, and commerce 
bring his parish into close contact with the rest of the world. He is 
more enthusiastic about the cultural advances that commercial 
prosperity has made possible than about the prosperity itself The 
accomplishments he ridiculed at first in Lady MacAdam, who sat 
"whole hours jingling with that paralytic chattel a spinnet" (59), he 
ultimately appreciates in his daughter who was sent to a school 
"where she had learnt to play on the spinet" and acquired "a com- 
petent knowledge, for a woman, of geography and history" (140). In 
looking back at the year 1768, Balwhidder observes in a doubting 
voice: 

At the time, these alterations and revolutions in the parish were 
thought a great advantage; but now when I look back upon them, 
as a traveller on the hill over the road he has passed, I have my 
doubts ... it's hard to tell wherein the benefit of improvement in 
a country parish consists, especially to those who live by the 
sweat of their brow. (50) 

But this voice is drowned out, toward the end of the narrative, by 
another, excited that "mankind read more, and the spirit of reflec- 
tion and reasoning was more awake than at any time within my 
remembrance" (178). This is the voice that concludes the narrative 
on a positive note, with a tribute to cultural improvement made 
possible by economic advancement: 

... the progress of book learning has been wonderful since [the 
beginning of my ministry], and with it has come a spirit of greater 
liberality than the world knew before, bringing men of adverse 
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principles and doctrines, into a m-ore humlane couimmunion with 
each other. (204) 

VII 

The Realist view of progress which Balwhidder's narrative con- 
veys is not gratuitously conferred upon the Minister by the author, 
but arrived at in consequence of the fonner's quest for meaning in 
the history of his community and his times. It is shown to be the 
effect of his experience and of the influences of the Zeitgeist. At 
first Balwhidder regards society as static, "given," only gradually 
coming to understand it as dynamic in light of the inexorable 
changes that occur at an ever-increasing pace. He is allowed his 
human fallibility, and so there are local failures of perspective in 
his narrative. The chapter dealing with the year 1789, for example, 
fails to mention the French Revolution, though in the chapter pre- 
ceding Balwhidder had noted that "the affairs of the French . . . 
were then gathering towards a head" (128), and there is much in 
subsequent chapters about the issue of those "affairs." Historical 
accuracy, however, is not ultimately sacrificed to psychological 
realism because Balwhidder's acute social observation, his reading, 
his speculative and enquiring mind enable him silently to correct 
former errors and re-adjust his views to new perspectives. His nar- 
rative therefore omits no substantive social or political change dur- 
ing the half-century with which it deals,35 and increasingly reflects 
the thinking of the dominant historiographical school in the Scot- 
land of his day. 

This latter point has implications for the structure as well as the 
content of the Minister's narrative. It has been noted that Balwhid- 
der refers to his work as a "chronicle" or set of "annals," but al- 
though he presents his material in chapters each devoted to a sepa- 
rate year of his ministry the narrative is not merely an account of 
discrete events arranged in a purely external chronological order. 
As the Minister comes to understand change as a developmental 
process with structural "laws" and a purpose of its own he begins to 
discern, and so to establish in his narrative, significant causal rela- 
tionships between events separated in time and place. He thus is 
able to transcend what at first glance appear to be the limitations of 
a confining chapter organization. This is the case, for instance, 
when he makes a significant connection between the American and 
Industrial Revolutions in recounting the career of the fiery Mr. 
Cayenne. The latter was obliged to leave Virginia during the Rev- 
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olution owing to his Loyalist politics but, lacking an outlet for his 
capital in America, he puts it to work in building the cotton mill and 
erecting a township on the edge of Dalmailing "called Cayen- 
neville, the name of the plantation in Virginia that had been taken 
from him by the rebellious Americans" (127). The political cause 
centered in America has an economic effect which transforms dis- 
tant Dalmailing, and the capital, skill, and enthusiasm of the new 
world help to re-make the old. Two focal points of Balwhidder's 
narrative-the American war and the building of the cotton mill- 
are thus shown to be structurally connected. 

Balwhidder is, perhaps, only partly conscious of the full signifi- 
cance of this connection, but he is entirely conscious of the connec- 
tions he draws between the coming of the cotton mill and the de- 
velopment of Dalmailing from the status of a "'clachan" to that of a 
town; between the French Revolution and the growing class an- 
tagonisms and sectarianism in Dalmailing; and between the French 
upheaval, the rise of industry, and the growing secularism of his 
people which he observes with dismay until the Napoleonic wars 
help to bring them back to the kirk. Balwhidder, like Adam Fergu- 
son and the other theoretical historians, comes to understand prog- 
ress as inducing greater and greater social complexity, and he 
makes the underlying cause-and-effect organization of his narrative 
increasingly explicit in proportion to his increasing awareness that 
progress involves structural development. As his narrative pro- 
ceeds he is less and less affected by the single event, more and 
more interested in the historical direction suggested by inter- 
related events. He gets into the habit of constantly relating the past 
to the present and judging the shape of things to come by the "signs 
of the times" so that, as he observes, ". . . what was lightly called 
prophecy and prediction, were but a probability that experience 
had taught me to discern" (170). He adopts the conjectural turn of 
mind so congenial to the theoretical historians, who also grounded 
their speculations in probability. 

The narrative, then, has a structural coherence which the chapter 
organization seems to belie, and it is not, therefore, surprising to 
find Balwhidder offering developmental schemes which explain 
how the apparently disparate events he describes are in reality part 
of a larger process. He is concerned in the telling of his story, for 
example, to indicate those transitions which mark the phase-by- 
phase movement of his community out of the last vestiges of bar- 
barism into a stage of greater civilization. The sinking of coal mines 
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in 1765 marks one such turning point for it caused "the opening of a 
trade and commerce, that has . . . brought gold in gowpins 
[double-handfuls] amang us" (31). This action heralds that move- 
ment away from semi-feudal poverty which is characteristic of the 
latter stages of barbarism as does the advent of Mr. Coulter, the 
agricultural improver. The American Revolution is presented as 
another turning point. It brough the parish of Dalmailing into con- 
tact with the wider world since many of its young men fought in the 
Revolutionary war. The year 1785 is presented as a year of retro- 
spection. Balwhidder looks back on the twenty-five years of his 
ministry for a new generation "was swelling in the bud around me" 
(115), one for whom the cotton mill (1788) signalizes the beginning 
of the end of the old rural life and "the taciturn regularity of ancient 
affairs" (128). The French Revolution proves to be another turning 
point, though not immediately recognized as such, for it provides 
the impetus for political reform, and establishes a new class- 
consciousness in the by now much enlarged and more heterogene- 
ous community. 

Closer to the end of his story Balwhidder reinforces the impres- 
sion that these transitions are meant to signify society's movement 
along a scale of progress by suggesting more comprehensive de- 
velopmental schemes. One is connected with the wars fought dur- 
ing the reign of George III and emphasizes the progress of Dalmail- 
ing from the relative simplicity of the semi-feudal state toward the 
greater complexity of modern civilization. When Balwhidder was 
first appointed Minister no-one in Dalmailing fought in the King's 
wars and news of victories, by the time they reached the parish, 
cc... were old tales." Men from the parish fought in the war in 
America c. . . but those that suffered were only a few individuals, 
and the evil was done at a distance, and reached us not until the 
worst of its effects were spent." But the French wars were different, 
for 

by the building of the cotton-mill, and the rising up of the 
new town of Cayenneville, we had intromnitted so mnuch with 
concerns of trade, that we were become a part of the great web of 
commercial reciprocities, and felt in our corner and extremity, 
every touch or stir that was made on any part of the texture. (197) 

A more general structure of social development is more im- 
mediately reminiscent of that of the theoretical historians. Bal- 
whidder divides the history of his community during his ministry 
into three "epochs." The first of these, "which I reckon the period 
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before the American war," was fairly static. Novelties then were 
really novel and there was time for "searching into personalities." 
The second "epoch," covering the period after the American war 
which culminates in the building of the cotton mill, was a time of 
"germinal changes," after which, in the third "epoch," change had 
become so common a feature of daily life that it often failed to 
excite comment though, Balwhidder adds, even in 1801 the parish 
is not without "an event that deserved to be called a germinal" 
(172). This tripartite scheme corresponds roughly with Balwhid- 
der's fluctuating response to change and encompasses those turn- 
ing points which he indicates in the telling of his tale. 

viii 

Galt, then, is fully justified in calling Annals of the Parish a 
"theoretical history." It is less a "chronicle" than what Lord Kames 
defines as "true history," by which he meant "a relation of interest- 
ing facts connected with their motives and consequences," and of 
which he remarked: "A history of that kind is truly a chain of causes 
and effects."36 Balwhidder's narrative dramatizes in fictive terms 
the theory of progress held by the "Scottish School"; it is told by a 
narrator who has the conjectural, speculative bent of the theoretical 
historian and who, therefore, seeks to record not merely the 
phenomena of history but to enquire into its significance by defin- 
ing the pattern of its development toward greater civilization, and 
by establishing the relationship of that pattern to its designer, an 
omniscient and benevolent Providence. 

But neither Galt nor some of his later critics is properly justified, 
without qualification, in applying the term "theroetical history" to 
his other Scottish fictions. Critics have commonly assumed (an as- 
sumption which his comments on his own work have encouraged), 
for example, that Galt's intentions in The Provost were more or less 
identical with those in Annals of the Parish in the face of the evi- 
dence which the text provides to the contrary. The Provost is un- 
doubtedly a fictional autobiography centered firmly on the charac- 
ter and conduct of its supposed writer, James Pawkie, the Provost of 
the title. It is possible to read his narrative as Galt's satire on the 
"great man" theory of history, and elements of the theory of prog- 
ress presented in theoretical history can be found in it, but Galt 
focuses attention upon the Machiavellian personality of his narrator 
and does not achieve that subtle blend of autobiography and history 
which characterizes the Annals. The Provost is less about the de- 
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velopment of the burgh of Gudetown than about the rise to wealth 
and prominence of James Pawkie.7 The same can be said about Sir 
Andrew Wylie which Galt described as "a novel on the progress of a 
Scotchman in London, embracing all varieties of metropolitan 
life."38 It opens and closes in that circumscribed Ayrshire locality 
that always induced Galt to introduce elements of the Scottish 
School's theory of progress but, partly as a result of Blackwood's 
interference, the work became a very loose and very baggy monster 
in three volumes as far from theoretical history as its silver fork and 
Gothic ingredients can make it. The Ayrshire Legatees, the first of 
Galt's Scottish fictions to be published, is also about the Scots in 
London, this time the Pringle family who journey to the metropolis 
to collect a legacy. Far from being a theoretical history, it provides 
some light topical satire upon aspects of London society in 1820 
and a good deal of enjoyable comedy in its presentation of the 
Pringles. The Entail, Galt's magnum opus, is, by contrast, a work of 
great imaginative force and depth. It approaches the status of 
tragedy in its presentation of the Faustian Claud Walkinshaw defy- 
ing Providence as he regains his family's ancestral lands and seeks 
to preserve them intact no matter what the human cost. Two suc- 
cessive heirs follow in his footsteps, though less grandly, and the 
reader is aware more of the ontological implications of this work (in 
which Galt resorts to some of Aristotle's structural principles)39 
than of its grounding in history. Only The Last of the Lairds (1826) 
approaches Annals of the Parish in its concern to fuse the novel's 
interest in individuals, in a concrete social setting, with the range of 
philosophical interests of the theoretical historian. But in spite of 
many passages of extremely good writing this work is ultimately 
vitiated by the distracting "high jinks" and episodic comicality 
favored by Blackwood's Magazine. It is a theoretical history man- 
que, though it might have been made as good as the Annals had 
Gait not been more interested in the Canada Company, and had he 
not permitted David Moir to alter and add to his text. 

"Theoretical history" may be a convenient term to use descrip- 
tively in referring to the fiction Galt tried to write-fiction less 
fictive than the traditional novel, but more so than straight 
history-but in the full sense of the term, in the subtle and natural 
blending of character, history, and the theoretical outlook of a par- 
ticular historiographical school, Annals of the Parish is the only 
theoretical history which John Galt ever wrote. 

University of Regina 
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FOOTNOTE S 

'The Autobiography of John Galt, 2 vols. (London, 1833), II, 239. 
2 Letters From the Levant (London, 1813), pp. 181, 218. 
3 The Bachelor's Wife: A Selection of Curious and Interesting Extracts, With 

Cursory Observations (Edinburgh, 1824), p. 351. 
4Autobiography, II, 219. 
5 The Literary Life and Miscellanies ofJohn Galt, 3 vols. (Edinburgh and London, 

1834), I, 155. 
6 James Kinsley, in his introduction to the Oxford edition of Annals of the Parish 

(London, 1967), and Ian Gordon in the introduction to his Oxford edition of The 
Entail (London, 1970) as well as in his more recentJohn Galt: The Life of a Writer 
(Edinburgh, 1972), take seriously Galt's attempt to define the type of fiction on 
which his achievement rests. But they tend to use Galt's terminology descriptively, 
after the imprecise manner with which Galt himself used it. 

7 See Avrom Fleishman, The English Historical Novel (Baltimore and London, 
1971), pp. 22-23. 

8 The Scottish Realists, sometimes referred to as the "Common Sense School" of 
philosophers, had that interest in history generally manifested by the philosophers 
of the Enlightenment in Europe. Associated with them were men like John Millar, 
William Robertson, James Dunbar, and Gilbert Stuart, all historians with strong 
philosophical interests who accepted the basic positions of Thomas Reid, leader of 
the school of Scottish Realism. Since this essay deals with their common interest in, 
and theorizing upon History-an endeavor in which they reached substantial 
agreement in their views-they have been referred to in this article, collectively and 
variously, as the Scottish Realists, the Scottish School, the Theoretical Historians or 
by variants of these terms. 

9 For a general account of the work and influence of the Scottish Theoretical 
Historians see Thomas Preston Peardon, The Transition in English Historical Writ- 
ing 1760-1830 (New York, 1933). Also useful are Roy Harvey Pearce's Savagism and 
Civilization, rev. ed. (Baltimore, 1965), and Gladys Bryson's Man and Society: The 
Scottish Inquiry of the Eighteenth Century (Princeton, 1945). For the particular 
influence of the Scottish School of Historians on Herder see Roy Pascal, "Herder 
and the Scottish School," English Goethe Society Publications, New Series, XIV, 
23-42. 

"Life of Lord Jeffrey, 2 vols. (Philadelphia, 1856), I, 142. 
11 The influence of Scottish Theoretical History on the founders of the Edinburgh 

Review is treated in John Clive, Scotch Reviewers: The Edinburgh Review, 1802- 
1815 (Cambridge, Mass., 1957). For the case of James Mill see Peardon, Transition, 
p. 266. 

12 This influence is detailed in J. W. Burrow, Evolution and Society: A Study in 
Victorian Social Theory (Cambridge, 1966). This work also deals with the influence 
of Scottish historiographical theory on James Mill. 

13Millar, "The Origin of the Distinction of Ranks," (3rd edition, 1779), printed in 
William C. Lehmann,John Millar of Glasgow 1 735-1801 (Cambridge, 1960), p. 218. 

14An Essay on the History of Civil Society (London, 1773), p. 205. 
15 Dr. Robertson's Works, 8 vols. (London, 1825), III, 46. 
16 Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations, ed. Edwin Cannan (New York, 1937), p. 

423. Dugald Stewart was sufficiently impressed with Adam Smith's figure to employ 
it in a similar context. See Stewart, Elements of the Philosophy of the Human Mind, 
2 vols. (Edinburgh and London, 1818, 1821), I, 274. 

17A View of Society in Europe, in its Progress from Rudeness to Refinement, 2nd 
edition (Edinburgh, 1792), p. viii. In his View of the Progress of Society in Europe, 
from the Subversion of the Roman Empire to the Beginning of the Sixteenth Cen- 
tury, prefaced to his History of the Reign of the Emperor Charles the Fifth, 
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Robertson shows himself to be just as concerned as Stuart to study the "laws and 
manners" of the mass of the people in order to discern the laws of historical de- 
velopment. 

'8Essays on the Intellectual and Active Powers of Man, 3 vols. (Dublin, 1790), I, 
60. 

19Elements, I, 247-48. 
20An Essay on the Nature and Conduct of the Passions and Affections, with 

Illustrations on the Moral Sense (London, 1728), p. 53. 
21 Ferguson, History of Civil Society, p. 364. See also Kames, Sketches of the 

History of Man, 4 vols. (Edinburgh, 1788). The Roman analogy so alarmed Feguson 
that he wrote his History of the Progress and Termination of the Roman Republic, 3 
vols. (Dublin, 1783) in part, at least, as a warning to his countrymen against the moral 
disintegration that had destroyed the Roman hegemony. 

22 See Stewart, "Account of the Life and Writings of Adam Smith," prefixed to 
Smith's Theory of Moral Sentiments (London, 1892), p. lii ff. See also Elements, I, 
264-65. Millar's remarks can be found in "Selected Writings," printed in Lehmann, 
John Millar of Glasgow, p. 336. 

23 The Collected Works of Dugald Stewart, ed. Sir William Hamilton, 10 vols. 
(Edinburgh, 1858), X, 32-34. 

24 Adam Ferguson, Principles of Moral and Political Science, 2 vols. (Edinburgh, 
1792), I, 192. 

25 Letters from the Levant, p. 183. For his periodic scheme see pp. 182-84. 
26 Voyages and Travels in the Years 1809, 1810, and 1811 (London, 1812), p. 367. 
27 Letters from the Levant, pp. 340-41. 
28 Voyages and Travels, pp. 398-99. 
29 Autobiography, II, 210; Literary Life, I, 155. 
30Autobiography, II, 224. 
31 W. M. Parker, "New Galt Letters," TLS, 41 (June 6, 1942), 288. Galt referred to 

the work familiarly in his correspondence as The Pastor, writing to Blackwood, on 
October 30th, 1820, for example: "I have some expectations of being soon in Scot- 
land, by which time 'The Pastor' will be pretty well on." 

32 The illusion of reality in the Annals was sufficiently well maintained for 
Blackwood to tell Galt, in a letter, that "Christopher North" (John Wilson) had 
pronounced " . . . it is not a book, but a fact," while the Publisher's mother enjoyed it 
as an authentic narrative, but ". . . one of my little boys told her it was a novel, and 
thus it has lost all its charms, and she was very angry with us for having deceived 
her." Oliphant, Annals of a Publishing House, 2 vols. (Edinburgh, 1897), I, 451, 452. 

33 All references to Annals of the Parish are taken from James Kinsley's edition in 
the Oxford English Novels series (London, 1967). 

34 See pp. 8-9. 
35 This is why the historian G. M. Trevelyan was accustomed to refer to Annals of 

the Parish for historical evidence, describing the work as ". .. that little story book 
. . . which still remains the most intimate and human picture of Scotland during the 
period of change in the reign of George III." Illustrated English Social History, 1st 
ed., New Impression, 4 vols. (London, 1960), III, 156. 

36 Sketches of the History of Man, I, 185, 258. 
3 See my article "The Prince and the Provost," Studies in Scottish Literature, 6 

(July, 1968), 20-35. 
38 In a letter to Blackwood printed in Mrs. Oliphant, Annals of a Publishing House, 

I, 452. 
39 See Louis B. Hall, "Peripety in John Galt's The Entail," Studies in Scottish 

Literature, (January, 1968), 176-84. 
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