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Handout

Backstripping results at the COST B-2 well

Backstripping “partitions” the

sediment accumulation into two : a

contribution due to sediment and

water loading (orange) and a

contribution due to unknown tectonic

driving forces (purple).

The tectonic driving forces show an

exponentially decaying subsidence

which is fast initially and then

decreases with time.The range (red)

reflects the uncertainty in the water

depth of deposition.
TertiaryCretaceous

Rapid increase during

the mid-Miocene

1

Lecture 2

In Lecture 1, we discussed the phenomena of lithospheric flexure and the role of sediment loading

and unloading in sedimentary basin formation.  We showed that the elastic thickness of the

lithosphere, which is determined by its flexural rigidity, is an important parameter that controls the

width of regions that are loaded and unloaded by sediments. It was demonstrated, from volcanic loads

on the oceanic lithosphere, that the elastic thickness depends on both plate and load age.

In this lecture, we point out that while sediment loading is an important contributor to the

“architecture” of sedimentary basins it is not the only one. We will develop techniques, known

as backstripping, to use stratigraphic data to isolate those other factors that might contribute to basin

formation.

The shallow-water sediment problem

One of the strongest arguments that factors other than sediment loading contribute to the thickness of

sediments in basins is the observation that the stratigraphic record is characterized by a large thickness of 

shallow-water sediments. 

For example, in 1976 a 4.8 km deep stratigraphic 

“test” well was drilled  in the outer continental shelf 

offshore New Jersey

TD=4.8 km

TWTT

 (sec)

The majority of the sediments in the well were

formed in in water depths of < 100 m. So, the

maximum sediment that can accumulate = 2.5 x 100

m = 250 m
Lignite
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Condição inicial



Subsidência inicial
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(no artigo do McKenzie há um pequeno erro de digitação!)



Subsidência inicial

neste caso assumiu-se que a água foi preenchida 
por sedimento com densidade de 2000 kg/m3



Evolução da estrutura térmica

Solução obtida por série de Fourier.



Fluxo térmico

F (t) = �k
dT

dz



Subsidência térmica


