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Chapter 1

Introduction

1. Kolyma Yukaghir and its genetic affiliation

Kolyma Yukaghir is spoken hy about 50 people in the settle-
ments Nelemnoye and Zyryanka, Upper Kolyma district, Yaku-
tia (Sakha) Republie and in Seymchan and Balygychan, Maga-
dan region, Russia. Until very recently, Kolyma Yukaghir has not
been written; the writing system used for the first publication of
Yukaghir folklore (Nikolacva 1989) and currently employed in the
school in Nelemnoye is based on the Cyrillic alphabet . This gram-
mar describes the variety of Kolyma Yukaghir spoken by the oldest
generation of Yukaghirs in Nelemmnove.

Kolyma Yukaghir is one of two existing Yukaghir languages
(which used to be referred to as dialects of Yukaghir in the liter-
ature). Another Yukaghir language, Tundra Yukaghir, is spoken
mainly in the scttlements Andryushkino and Kolymskoye, Lower
Kolyma district. Yakutia. The Yukaghir languages are convention-
ally considered a genetically isolated group; yvet they can probably
be affiliated with the Uralic family (Angere 1956; Bouda 1941;
Collinder 1940, 1960, 1965; Nikolaeva 1988a; 1988h).

2. An overview of Kolyma Yukaghir grammar

2.1. Phonology and morphophonemics
The vowel system comprises six short vowels, as represented in
(1), and their long counterparts.
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Table 1. Consovnants

Labial | Dental § Palatalo- | Palatal | Velar | Uvular
alveolar

Plosive P t d k gl g
Affricates A
Fricatives § | s h
Nasals m n n’ 1
Laterals [ I’
Rolled r
Glides w | J

1) /if
sel 191 1]

The long vowels /e/, /o/, /#/ can be pronounced as the falling
diphthongs /ie/, /uo/, /ug/.

The consonant system is represented in Table 1.

The syllable structure is very simple: with few exceptions, there
exist only syllables of the form CV, CVC (at the beginning of
words, also ¥V, V(). Hence, there are no vowel clusters. Voiced
obstruents are impossible in word-initial and syllable-final posi-
tion; in syllable-final position, voiced obstruents aliernate either
with their voiceless counterparts or with sonorants. Voiced and
volceless congsonants cannot co-occur within a consonant cluster,
hence syllable-initial voiced obstruents arc regularly devoiced at
morphemic boundaries after obstruents.

Two types of morphophonemic strategies are employed to main-
tain the transparent syllabic structure: first, a number of Yuk-
aghir suffixes show allomorphic variation of the form -Ce- ~ (-
(below, syllabic vs. consonantal allomorphs). Basically, the allo-
morphs are chosen in such a way as to create a sequence of the
form {...~Cie-Co—Che—.. . Jor{...—=C, ~Coe—C3 ~ ...},
1.e., a consonantal morph is selected after a syllabic morph, and
vice versa. Secondly, the epenthetic submorphs -u- and -I- can
be inserted in order to avoid consonant and vowel clustering at
morphemic boundarics.
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There arc two kinds of harmonic alternations which can be
conventionally termcd palatal and labial, yet both affect only a
very restricted number of suffixes, only one of which is produc-
tive. Palatal harmony contrasts the vowels /i/, fe/, ¢/, /u/
{with their long counterparts) and the vowels fa/, /o/ (with their
long counterparts); to some extent, it also determines distribution
of the velar obstruents and their uvular counterparts. Labial har-
mony produces the alternation /e/ ~ fo/ in some suffixes after
roots with /o/ or /o/ in the first syllable.

Word stress is mobile; to a large extent, it is determined by the
syllable structure: closed svllables and open syllables with long
vowels attract the stress to the end of a word.

2.2, Morphology

Yukaghir is a highly synthetic and essentially agglutinative lan-
guage; suffixation prevails. There are five prefixes (two prefixes
of polarity, the reflexive, the reciprocal, and the prefix of irrealis);
these morphemes are characterized by a looser connection with
the stem than the suffixes; so that the boundary between a prefix
and its stem may be described as internal open juncture. Fusion
phenomena at morphemic boundaries are marginal.

The major open classes of lexical items are nouns and verbs;
they can be easily distinguished by morphological eriteria. Words
denoting qualities constitute a sub-class of verbs; in the attributive
function, they take the verbal Attributive form (see (5)).

2.2.1. Nouus

Nouns are inflected for number (Singular, Plural), case (Nomina-
tive, Predicative, Accusative, Instrumental, Dative, Locative, Ab-
lative, Prolative, and Comitative), and Possession (cross-reference
suffixes for third Person Possessor only). This paradigm is exem-
plified in Table 2 for the noun aée ‘domestic deer’.

The Possessive marker cross-references either the possessive
modifier or a possessor outside the NI Tt can be used only for
a third person Posscssor that is not coreferential with the subject
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Table 3. Noun inflection (Case, Number, Possession)

Singular | Plural Posgessed (‘his’)
Nominative ace afe-pul ace-gi
Predicative ade-lek ade-p-lek
Accusative ace-gele | afe-pul-gele | ade-de-gele (ade-de-jle)
Instrumental | ade-le afe-p-le afe-de-le
Dative ace-pin | afe-pul-gin | afe-d-in (ade-de-pin)
Locative afe-ge afe-pul-ge afe-de-ge
Ablative ade-get ace-pul-get | ade-de-get
Prolative afe-gen | afe-pul-gen | ade-de-gen
Comitative ace-w'e | afe-puln’e | ade-de-n'e

of the c¢lause; otherwise, the possessive form of a personal pronoun
is used to express the possessive relationship.

When combined with the Possessive cross-reference marker, the
Plural may denote the number of the Possessed, the Possessor, or
both, so that a form like acde-p-ki (deer-PL-3{NOM)) is ambiguous
among ‘his/her deer (many)’, ‘their deer {one)’ and ‘their deer
(many)’.

Nouns have an Attributive form in -d/-n which can be used
only non-referentially {e.g., afe-n legul ‘decr-food, food for deer’)
and two “verbal’ forms, the Proprietive form, which is built by
means of the suffix -n'e- ~ -n’- (ade-n™- ‘to have {a) deer, to be
with deer’}, and the Stative form derived by the bound variant
+750- of the copulative verb o- ‘to be’ (ace+yo- ‘be {a) deer’).

Nouns also have a Transformative form which is derived from
the Stative form by means of the suffix -n/-t, e.g., ade+nd-n ‘as
a deer, (become) a deer’, a Privative form built by the combina-
tion of the standard negative prefix el- and the postfix +é&ugn,
e.g., el+ace+ cupn ‘without (a) deer’, and an (almost obsolete)
Prospective form, e.g., pulut+mofu ‘fiancé’ (from pulut ‘hus-
band’).

There is a number of nominal derivational suffixes, only two
of which are productive, the Diminutive, -die-, e.g., ade-die ‘lit-
tle deer’ and the Augmentative, -tege- ~ -tke-, e.g., ade-tke ‘large
deer’; these suffixes follow the Possessive markers within a word
form. Nouns can also be built by compounding and by lexicaliza-
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Toble 3. Indicative and Imperative finite forms

Intransitive Verbs Transitive Verbs

Main SF Main | oF Imperative
18g | modo-je modo-1 a a-me
25g | modo-je-k modo-1 a-mek | a-me modo-k, a-k
35g | modo-j modo-1 a-m, a-me-le | modo-gen, a-gen
1Pl | modo-fe-si’i | modo-I a-j a-1 modo-ge, a-ge
2P1 | modo-je-met | modo-1 a-met | d-met modo-ni-k, a-pi-k
3Pl | mode-mi modo-pi-l | a-ya a-gi-le modo-1i-gen, a-pi-gen

tion of nominal verh forms.

2.2.2. Verbs

Verbs fall into two major classes, transitive and intransitive. Each
class has two series of Indicative finite forms, for main clauses
which are neutral with respect to grammatical Focus {Main forms)
and for clauses with intransitive subject (S) or direct object (O)
marked for grammatical Focus (SF and OF forms, respectively).
The finite verb agrees in person/number with the subject (the OF
paradigm and especially the SF paradigm are less distinctive than
the Main one). The Imperative is expressed by a distinct series
of forms, which are shared by transitive and intransitive verbs.
Ilustrative paradigms arc given in Table 3 (for the verbs modo-
‘sit, stay’ and a- ‘make’).

There are Interrogative forms which are used only in question-
word questions in which the questioned constituent is not S/O (in
the latter case, the respective Focus-indicating forms are used).
For the first person subject, there arc special Interrogative person
markers, -m 1$G, -0k 1PL. The sccond and third person Interroga-
tive forms differ from the Main Indicative forms only in absence of
the (in)transitivity morphs -jfe)- / -mfe)- {(e.g., {qodo) a-k ‘(how)
you (8G) made’, (godo) a-met ‘(how) you (PL) made’, {godo) a
‘(how} he made’, {qodo) a-yi ‘(how) they made’).

The verb morphology is clearly aspect-dominated; the regularly
marked aspect meanings are Imperfective, Ingressive, Resultative,
and Habitual:
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(2) Productive Aspect markers:

Imperfective -nu- a-nu-m ‘he is/was making,
he makes’
Habitual -nunfnu)-  a-nunnu-m ‘he used to make’
Ingressive -g-/-ie- a-I-a-m ‘he began to make’
Resultative  -ofl)- a-I-0-j ‘it is made’

The only obligatorily marked tense distinction is Future vs. Non-
Future (the suffix -fe-~-{- for Future, zero marking for Non-
Future), although the Past may be expressed through periphrastic
verb forms. The Periphrastic Past is built by putting the Subject
Nominal or Relative Nominal verb form in the predicative posi-
tion:

(3) Tense marking:

Non-Future a-m ‘he is making/made’

Future a-te-m ‘he will make’

Periphrastic a-1-bed-ek ‘(smb) has/had made’
Past. rake-ANH-RELNR-IRED

The verb is inflected for several moods; major mood forms are
Inferential (the marker is -l’el-), Prospective (-moZi:-), and Irre-
alis (marked by a pre-verbal morpheme ot-/et-). There is also a
Periphrastic Prospective form made up as a combination of the
Supine form with the existential verb I’e- ‘be’:

(1) Major Mood forms:

Inferential a-l’el-u-m  ‘he appears to have made’
Prospective  a-moZi-m  ‘he is going to make’
Irrealis ot+a-m ‘he would have madc’
Periphrastic

Prospective  a-din 'e-m  ‘he is about to make, is making’

The verb has a rich system of various nonfinite forms. The major
nonfinite forms are illustrated in (3) by the verb SubeZe- ‘run’:



An overview of Kolyma Yukeghir grammar 7

{5) Nonfinitc forms:

Action Nominal  SubeZe-{ ‘(a situation of) running’
Result Hominal  dubez-ol ‘(a situation of) having

run, a result of running’
Subject Nominal Jubefe-jon  ‘one who is rununing’
Relative Noyinal  SubeZe-j-ben  ‘somebody who is running’
Attributive JubeZe-j ‘running’

Same-subject converbs:
Imperfective converb  SubeZe-t ‘while running. ..’
Perfective converb SubeZe-lle ‘having run...’
Conditional converb  Subeze-pide ‘if (X) run(s)...’
Different-subject converbs (3sGforms):
Ordinary converb SubeZe-de-ge ‘when he was
running. ..’
Conditional converb  SubeZe-de-h-ne  ‘if he runs...’

There are four regular valence-changing means, the Reciprocal
(pre-verb n’e+), the Reflexive {pre-verb met-), the Causative (suf-
fixes -5-, -3-¢il’e-), and the Resultative (-o({}-), and a number of
nonproductive valence-changing suffixes.

2.2.3. Shared morphological items

A number of morphological items are shared by nouns and verbs:
they have a formally identical Privative form (*without’), built by
the negative marker el- and the postfix -+Cugn, e.g., el+ace+cupn
‘without deer’; el+a+ ugn ‘without making/having made’, the
Connective (Comitative) foam in -n’it, e.g., ade-n’it ‘and/with
deer’, a-n’st ‘and made, while making’; and similar Prospective
marking, cf. ferike-moZu ‘flancée (wife-to-be)’ and a-moZi-m ‘he
is going to make’. Besides, formally identical suffixes arc employed
to express Causation (if attached to a verb stem) and Causation
of Possession (if attached to a nominal stem), cf. terike-§- ‘marry
somehody, give wife’ and a-§- ‘cause to make’. There are also some
other less transparent affinities.
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2.2.4. Pro-forms

There are three scries of demonstrative pronouns and pronomi-
nal adverbs, Proximate, Separated and Distal; Interrogative pro-
forms; a number of Indefinite pronouns; and Personal pronouns.
Demonstrative and Interrogative stems have Nominal, Attributive
and a number of Adverbial (Locative} forms; they are illustrated
in (6) for distal pro-forms.

(6) Pro-forms (distal series)
tebun  ‘that one’

tap ‘that, (Attributive)’
ta ‘there’

te-pide ‘thither’

ta-t ‘from there, thus’

Pronouns proper (that is, nominal pro-forms} have the regular
nominal paradigm, with the exception of the Possessive markers.
Personal pronouns have some additional forms; Pronominal Ac-
cusative (met-ul ‘me’}, Possessive form (fude ‘her/his’), and In-
tensified form (tud-id‘e ‘he himself’).

2.2.5. Numerals

Cardinal numerals have Attributive and Predicative forms, cf.
atag-un ‘two’ and atag-lo- ‘be two’. The Predicative forms are
used for predication of quantity and have verbal inflection. Or-
dinal numerals are built as Possessive nouns, e.g., atag-les-ki ‘the
second one’. Numerals have an adverbial Frequentative form, e.g.,
atag-lid’e ‘twice’,

2.2.6. Adverbs and postpositions

Spatial adverbs and postpositions have the locative paradigm com-
prising unmarked (Locative), Ablative (-¢), Prolative (-n) and Di-
rectional (-pide) forms.

Manner adverbs regularly contain the suffix -n; the same suffix
can be used to derive adverbs from qualitative verbs.

Some postpositions can take the nominal Possessive marker
which cross-references the argument of the postposition.
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2.9. Syniaz

Word order patterns in Kolyma Yukaghir arc overwhelmingly
head-final. This order is obligatory in noun phrases (attribute
- noun, numeral — noun, possessor - possessee, etc.), postposi-
tional phrases (noun - adposition) and nou-finite clauses (SOV},
and it is preferred in main clauses. However, in the latter case,
other word orders are possible.

NPFs are easily dropped whenever recoverable from the discourse
context and/or speech situation.

There is virtually no coordination, either between NPs or be-
tween clauses. The main strategy of NP conjunction is comitative
marking, and the main strategy of clause conjunction is clause
chaining.

2.3.1. Case marking and grammatical Focus
Case marking patterns in main clauses are dominated by the Focus
system. Grammatical Focus is marked by means of the Predicative
case and an appropriate verb form (see Table 3). This marking
works on an ergative basis, that is, it can be applied to intransitive
subjects and direct objects, as shown in (7):

(7) a. tat touke-lek jedej-
CA dog-PRED appear-SF
‘Then a/the dog appeared.’ |K3|

b. loéil-ek ti-ta piecet-nu-lel-mele
fire-PRED here-there  kindle-IPFV-INFR-OF:35G
‘(She) made campfires here and there.” |K3|

The major function of the grammatical Focus is to delimit the
scope of assertion from the preceding material (cither within or
outside the given clause), whereby the NP marked for Focus is
conceived as the left-most (i.e., the first in the linear order) con-
stituent within the scope of assertion.

If a clause is marked for grammatical Focus, no other case mark-
ing of core participants is needed. Similarly, if the subject is first
or second person, and the direct object is third person, both occur
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in the Nominative (unmarked) case (8a). Otherwise, the case-
marking pattern is nominative-accusative {8b)--(8c).

(8) a. met tolow kudede
I{noM) deer(zom} Kill{'TR:15G)
‘1 killed a deer.” [T

b. met tet-ul Jug
I(NOM) you-ACC see(TR:1SG)
‘1 saw you (sG)." [I
c. tudel met keonme-gele  jug-m
he(noM) my friend-ACC  see-TR:35G
‘He saw my friend.’ [I]
If the direct object is represented by an indefinite NP, the Instru-
mental case form is used instead of the Accusative:

(9) tudel tolow-le kudde-m
he(NOM) deer-INSTR kill-TR:3s5G
‘He killed a deer.’ [I]

Examples (8)-(9) show that Yukaghir lacks a uniform direct ob-
Ject encoding; the choice of marking depends on placement of the
Focus, person of the subject, and the referential properties of the
NP itself.

2.3.2. Clause chaining

Kolyma Yukaghir makes extensive use of clause chaining, where
non-finite verb forms marked for switch reference {converbs) are
used for all clauses except the final one:

(10) a. tat qonu-t Jug-de-ge omni  Cumy
[CA go-sS:IPFV]| [see-35G-DS| [people all
wpZu-i’el-ni
asleep-INFR-3PL:INTR|
‘He walked around and saw that all the people had
fallen asleep.’ [F1]
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h. tomun-pe fuge a-pi-de-jne tayide
[this-PL  road make-PL-3-DS-COND| |there:DIR
kewe-3-cal
gO-PRV-FUT:INTR:1PL]

“When/if they build the road, we will go there.’

c. andile Zar meru-Se-t mudde-s’

[hawk something fly-CAUS-SS:IPFV| [pass-INTR:35G]|
‘A hawk passed by, flying and carrying something.’

d. aja-t aplitay ti-ta
[rejoice-ss:aPFV] [A. here-there
eqgu-Zu-de kelu-nu-g

walk-ITER-$S:ITER| [come-IPFV-INTR:3SG]
‘Delighted, Opletaj is walking around (going away and
coming back).” |F31]

The range of functions covered by the converbs in Kolyma Yuk-
aghir is extremely broad. Clause chaining is the main strategy
for describing a sequence of temporally adjacent or related events,
as well as for conditional and concessive constructions. This con-
struction is also regularly used to describe the situation of percep-
tion, where the situation being perceived is expressed as the finite
clause (cf. (10a)). Another noteworthy application of converbs is
for aspect-like internal structuring of a single event, as in {9¢) and
(10d}.

2.3.3. Relativization and complementation

Relative clauses are built by means of the Attributive verb forms,
the Action Nominal, and, far less frequently, by the Result Nomi-
nal. The syntactic roles accessible [or relativization are the subject
(11a), the direct object {11b), the spatial or temporal adverbial
(11c), and the Possessor of the intransitive subject (11d).

(11) a. purk-in foromo le-je §oromo
[Se\»‘(zn~A’I"I‘R Person (:;LI".-ATTR] person
‘a person who has eaten seven people’
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b. tit  ide-met anil
[you catch-a11IR:2PL] fish
‘the fish that you have caught’ [T2|

¢. odu-pe modo-l  jalhil-pe-¢i
|Yukaghir-PL. live-ANR] lake-PL-POSS
‘the lake where the Yukaghirs lived’ [K3]

d. noj-de Citne-j nodo-k
[leg-POSs:ATTR long-ATTR| bird-PRED
‘a bird whose legs are long’

The main complementation strategy makes use of the Nominal
verb forms, Action Nominal and Result Nominal:

(12) a. omo-s’ tet  gamie-d’e-l met-in
good-INTR:38G [you help-DETR-ANR I-DAT]
‘It is good that you have helped me.” [F11]

b. tatmie-d’on jug-i-ol nilgi-n
[such-SBNR  see-0-RNR| nobody-DAT
el+pundu-je
NEG | tell-INTR:18G
‘I did not tell anybody that I had seen such a
thing.” |K2]

3. About this grammar

8.1, Purpose

The history of Yukaghir studies features the names of two bril-
Hant researchers, Woldemar Jochelson and Eruhim Krejnovich,
who have provided the basic grammatical descriptions of the Yuk-
aghir languages (Jochelson 1898; 1900; 1905; Krejnovich 1955;
1958; 1968; 1979; 1982). The Kolyma Yukaghir language has been
briefly described by Jochelson (1905) and Krejuovich (1979); the
former source (which is apparcntly best known to the English-
reading audience) is based on the rich data collected by Jochelson
at the end of the XIX*™ century (1898; 1900}). Krejnovich’s es-
say in Encyclopedia of the languages of Asia and Africa (1979)
is based both on Jochelson’s materials and on Krejnovich’s own
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data collected in 1959. Finally, Krejnovich’s last work (1982) rep-
resents the most detailed and comprehensive source of information
on a range of significant issues for both Yukaghir languages. These
works constitute the major sources of first-hand data on Kolyma
Yukaghir,! which have served as the basis for a number of papers
dealing with some specific topics, as well as for typological studies
involving Yukaghir data. A detailed description of Kolyma Yuk-
aghir phonology based on new field dafa constitutes a part of Irina
Nikolaeva's unpublished I’h.D. thesis (1988h).

Thus, there is no book which might serve as a reference gram-
mar of Kolyma Yukaghir. Further, some important aspects of the
language have not been described at all. This grammar is intended
to fill that gap, drawing both on the previous descriptions of Yuk-
aghir and on the results of my own field work, and thus to make
Kolyma Yukaghir data available for further studies, as well as for
cross-linguistic research.?

The grammar attempts to cover all attested forms and con-
structions of contemporary Kolyma Yukaghir; in this restricted
sense, it is intended to be comprehensive. It is clear, however,
that no single book can provide a truly “comprehensive” descrip-
tion of any human language, at least not at the present stage of
development of linguistics. Writing a grammar inevitably involves
making a number of choices, so that some aspects of the language
structure may be described and exemplified in more detail, others
only briefly sketched, and possibly some may be omitted from the
description. Insofar as such decisions have been made consciously,
[ have attempted to write this grammar in such a way as to “let
the language speak”, rather than to force it to answer any par-
ticular theoretically pre-determined questions. In other words, I
have tried to concentrate on those constructions and grammatical
distinctions {1hat appear to be of importance in Yukaghir gram-
mar and discourse, rather than on those that play a major role in
current linguistic theories.
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3.2. The structure of the grammar

This grammar has a rather traditional structure: it comprises a
sociolinguistic introduction (Chapter 2), Phonology {Chapter 3),
Morphology {Chapters 4-7), Syntax (Chapters 8-14), and Texts
(Appendix 3). The lexicon is represented by two Appendices: a
Yukaghir-English vocabulary (Appendix 1) and an exemplified list
of nonproductive verbal derivational suffixes {Appendix 2). The
Morphology is divided into chapters according to the classification
into parts of speech, which is introduced in Chapter 4. The further
structuring of each chapter is essentially determined by two kinds
of considerations, which can be called paradigmatic and semantic:

Whenever some morphological items clearly constitute a para-
digm, they are treated as such. Normally, I start a descriptlion of a
paradigm with a listing of opposed items and their form(s), which
is followed by a semantic (functional) description of cach particular
item. If it appcars that some morpheme can be more appropri-
ately described separately, not as a member of any paradigmatic
opposition (this is the case for some derivational morphemes), its
form and meaning are treated together. In both cases, I take the
form-to-function approach, that is, I describe the meaning(s) (or
function(s)) of grammatical items singled out on formal grounds.
Thesc considerations determine the “micro-structure” of the mor-
phological description.

On the other hand, the “macro-structure” of each chapter fol-
lows the function-to-form approach, that is, it features such gen-
eral semantic categories as, e.g., “Aspect” or “Demonstrative pro-
noun”, under which various paradigms or separate morphological
1tems are subsumed on functional grounds. In practice, this means
that considerations of semantic affinity prevail over distinctions in
the grammatical status, in particular, over the opposition between
inflection and derivation. For instance, the section on Aspect deals
with all morphological means employed for expressing aspectual
meanings, regardless of their regularity, productivity, and the like.
This is not to say, of course, that such properties are not expli-
cated for cach item. Normally, each section starts with a general
overview of the morphological means it describes, their (formal
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and semantic) relations 1o each other, grammadtical status, etc.

The Syntaz is structured according to similar considerations.
It i1s divided into seven chapters associated with more or less tra-
ditional topics in syntax, as determined by general classification
of syntactic unils and types of synfactic relations. The internal
structure of each chapter is determined by grammatical distinc-
tions expressed in Yukaghir, that is, the constructions are classi-
fied according to functional considerations, which helps to high-
light the contrasting features of functionally similar constructions.
On the micro-level, the description of each construction takes the
form-to-function approach: my aim is to describe and exemplify
various constructions and the mcaning(s) associated with these
constructions.

[ believe that this combination of the form-to-function approach
to the description proper and the function-to-form approach to
classification of items into chapters and sections of a grammar
appropriately suits the objectives of this endeavor: on the one
hand, it provides a reasonable degree of accessibility of informa-
tion on the basis of rather general and semantically motivated
headings determined by the more or less widely assumed view
on what a descriptive grammar should cover; on the other hand,
on the micro-level it licenses a description of grammatical items
and associated semantic configurations, as they are attested in the
specific language, rather than mapping of lingnistic constructs and
concepts onto that language.

To be sure, at a number of points these approaches turn out to
be in contradiction, i.e., the range of functions associated with a
morphelogical item or syntactic construction crosses the “bound-
aries” set by the general scmantic considerations. There is no one
way to solve the descriptive problems produced by such contra-
dictions that can be applied throughout the grammar. However,
there are two technical devices which are intended to override
thesc contradictions: cross-references between the relevant frag-
ments of the grammar and special sections providing summaries
of interrelated phenomena treated in different parts of the gram-
mar (c.g., there is a summary of properties which identify the
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syntactic function of subject in Yukaghir; since these properties
manifest themselves in various types of syntactic constructions,
ihey are described in detail in different sections of the grammar).
To sum up, the macro-structurc of the description offered here
is determined by how I understand what descriptive linguistics
is about; in many respects, it follows such general guidelines for
descriptive linguists as Lingua Descriptive Questionnaire (Comrie
and Smith 1977} and Language Typology and Syntactic Descrip-
tion (Shopen 1985). The micro-structure is determined by what [
know of Kolyma Yukaghir and represents an attempt to describe
the language “in its own terms”.

3.3. Data for this study and exemplification
This grammar is based on two types of data: authentic texts in
contemporary Kolyma Yukaghir and linguistic interviews with its
native speakers (see Acknowledgments). My text database com-
prises texts published by Irina Nikolaeva in 1989 and texts written
down by Nikolay Vakhtin (1987) and myself (1987, 1992);® some
of the latter are published in (Maslova 2001}, and some are in-
cluded in this grammar (sce Appendiz 3); in order to increase the
reliability of data, all controversial and/or questionable sentences
of these texts have been double-checked with native speakers.”
As discussed in Chapter 2, Kolyma Yukaghir has been under
strong pressure from Russian for at least several decades. This,
in combination with the well-known methodological drawbacks of
interviews, makes this sort of data far less reliable than those
elicited from authentic texts. That is why T tried to use only
text cxamples for illusirative purposes. As a result, some of these
cxamples might secem too long and complex for the point they are
intended to illustrate. Unfortunately, it is too often the case that
an authentic sentence “simplified” by a linguist for some didactic
purposes is not a reliable cxample anymore. In the case of such
languages as Yukaghir, the “unnecessary” complexity of examples
is the price to be paid for reliability of data. Even if [ had a
simpler and, in some sense, “clearer” example in my field notes,
I always chose in favor of a text example.® In some cases, where
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this seemed to be inevitable, T did “shorten” illustrative sentences;
note that all such omissions are shown by «...»; such examples
should not be taken as “complete sentences”.

There is, of course, a range of phenomena which cannot be
appropriately described in this fashion because they are absent or
rare in the texts, but are readily produced by my informants in an
interview. These phenomena are described in the grammar on the
basis of my ficld notes, but with explicit reservations concerning
the source of the data. If an example elicited in an interview
is included in the grammar (in order to avoid loss of significant
information), the source is indicated by the letter “I” after the
idiomatic translation.

8.4. Terminology and glossing conventions

In choosing grammatical terms for Yukaghir phenomena, as well
as in interlinear morphemic translations of the examples, 1 fol-
lowed the EUROTYP guidelines (Bakker ct al. 1992). All phrasal
examples are provided with morpheme-to-morpheme interlinear
translations; the syntactic structure is indicated by brackets. The
boundaries between indepeudent finite clauses are indicated by the
symbol “|”. In some sections, angled or curly brackets are used for
some additional information (e.g., to indicate the scope of asser-
tion in the section on the semantics of Focus).






Chapter 2
Kolyma Yukaghir and its speakers

1. The Kolyma Yukaghirs

1.1. Population figures and geographical location

The Yukaghirs are a people living in the northeastern part of Rus-
sia, in the basin of the Kolyma River. Nowadays, this people con-
sists of several small communities speaking two almost completely
mutually incomprehensible languages. called Kolyma (Sonthern)
and Tundra {Northern) Yukaghirs. There used to be no sense of
ethnic identity between Tundra and Kolyma Yukaghirs, vet re-
cently some efforts for reunification have been made (for example,
the Congress of Yukaghirs in 1992, which featurcd common festival
activities, discussions of the Yukaghir future, etc.).

Roughly speaking, there arc nowadays two groups of Kolyma
Yukaghirs: most of them live in Nelemnove, where Yukaghir is
still used for everyday communication; others have left the village
and either constitute tiny minority groups in other places or live
within Russian or Yakut-speaking groups. In Nelemnoye, there are
ca. 150 Yukaghirs (sce 1.2); the total of other groups of Kolyma
Yukaghirs is not much higher than this, although this is only an
approximate estimate. This grammar describes the variety spo-
ken in Nelemnoye; the sociolinguistic situation in the village is
described in Section 2.

According to the 1989 census, there are 1,100 Yukaghirs in
Russia (this is the sum total of Kolyma and Tundra Yukaghir).
Strikingly, the 1979 census gives the figure of 500 Yukaghirs (Bruk
1981:215}. Preswinably, this difference is due to the unsteady eth-
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nic consciousness characteristic of the region (see 1.3).

1.2, The village of Nelemnoye

Nelemnoye is located in the Upper Kolyma district, Yakutia
(Sakha) Republic, approximately 70 km from the district center
Zyryanka. It was established in 1931, when the nomadic Yukaghirs
living in the basins of Yasachnaya and Korkodon Rivers wcre or-
ganized into the collective farm “Bright life” (kolkhoz “Svetlaya
zhizng™). The original name of the village was nungeden ayil’ ‘the
Rassokha mouth’ (the Rassokha is a tributary of the Yasachnaya).
Later the village was renamed Nelemnoye, a Russian-based to-
ponym, presumably motivated by the etymology of the Yukaghir
nungeden: nunge is a sort of fish, like trout, which is called nel’ma
in Russian. In 1956-58 the village was moved to a new place, about
75 km down the Yasachnaya River, since the old place near the
mouth of the Rassokha River turned out to be too low {Vakhtin
1992:48).

Communication between Nelemnoye and Zyryanka is by car in
winter and by motorboat in summer; there is also sporadic com-
munication by helicopter. According to the settlement household
book, the population of Nelemnoye was 245 in 1987, including 133
Yukaghirs (Vakhtin 1992:48). There is a school, a kindergarten, a
shop, a post office, and a club in the village. The main economic
activity is fur trade. Most of the men are hunters and fishermen,
as they have been for ages. The women are employed within the
village; they work in the school, in the kindergarten, in the local
shop, etc.

The ethnic groups of Nelemnoye are Yukaghirs (~ 54%), Yakuts
(~ 22%), Russians (~ 19%), and Evens (~ 4%);® the languages
spoken, in order of prevalence, are Russian, Yakut, Yukaghir, and
Even. Of the 133 Yukaghirs, only nine named Yukaghir as their
first language; for about 50 it is the mother tongue, ie., it was
acquired in childhood from parents (Vakhtin 1992:53, his Table
6). The oldest segment of the population is multilingnal, so that
Yukaghir is spoken by some Evens and Yakuts as well.
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1.8. Some remarks on Yukaghir history

Apparently, the vast territories from the Lena river across mod-
ern Yakutia to the eastern coast of Chukotka were populated by
the Yukaghirs in the 17" century. After the Evenki (Tungus),
Yakuts, and Evens penetrated the territory, the Yukaghirs were
slowly squeezed out. The Russian colonization (since the middle of
the 17 century} has largely destroyed the traditional subsistence
system of the Yukaghirs, resulting in a sharp decline of the Yuk-
aghir population {Tugolukov 1979). The first scholar of Kolyma
Yukaghir, Woldemar Jochelson predicted as early as in 1900 that
the language could disappear and the tribe would cease to exist
within a few decades (Jochelson 1900:xv).

Until recently, multilingualism was widespread, and Yukaghir,
Even, Chukchi and Yakut served alternatively as languages of in-
tercultural communication in different cultural situations (Masiova
and Vakhtin 1996:999). This situation is still preserved in the
oldest generation of Yukaghirs (above 60): they gencrally speak
Yukaghir, Russian and Yakut, and often also Even, choosing an
appropriate language depending on the particular situation, ad-
dressee’s ethnic affiliation, etc. Russian gained the leading posi-
tion in Nelemnoye after World War I, and at the same time the
process of Yukaghir language loss became most active. Nowadays,
Russian is the only language spoken by all inhabitants of the vil-
lage.

1.4. On ethnonyms

The etymology of the ethnonym Yukaghir (alternative spellings
are Yukagir, Jukagir, Russian jukagir, jukagirskij) is unclear; this
is what Yukaghirs usually call themselves when they speak Rus-
sian. The alternative ethnonym Odul (Russian odul, odul’skij) cor-
responds to the Kolyma Yukaghir self-designation oduf; the Tundra
Yukaghir counterpart of this ethnonym is wadul Strikingly, the
Tundra Yukaghirs sometimes call themselves odul when speaking
Russian.



22 Chapter 2. Kolyma Yukoghir and s speakers

Table {. The role of Yukaghir in Nelemnoye {1987)

Role of Yukaghir Number of speakers  Average age (year of birth)
First language 9 64 (1923)
Second language 13 0 (1937)
Third language 7 43 {1944)
Total 29 53 ({1934)

Table 5. Average language competence for Nelemnoye Yukaghirs (Vaklitin
1992:64, Table 9)

Age groups (years of birth) Yukaghir Russian
= 70 (before 1917) 2.3 3.9
61-70 (1918-1927) 2.9 3.1
51-60 (1928-1937) 46 1.6
41-50 (1938-1947) 5.9 1.0

2. Sociolinguistic situation in Nelemnoye

According to a sociolinguistic investigation undertaken by Nikolay
Vakhtin in 1987 (1992), 29 Nelemnoye Yukaghirs spoke the Yuk-
aghir language, although it was the first language for only nine of
them, see Table 4.

None of them spoke only Kolyma Yukaghir, all spoke Russian,
and all but four spoke Yakut. Table 5 presents some statistical
data on the degree of language competence among the Nelemnoye
Yukaghirs. It was assessed by means of expert ratings, according
to a seven-point scale, “1” being the highest {excellent language
knowledge), “7” the lowest (no knowledge of the language).”

As shown by these tables, the first language of all Yukaghirs
under 60 is Russian, although many have Yukaghir as their mother
tongue. The youngest generation is practically monolingual. Their
native language is evidently Russian, which is the only language
used at school and at the kindergarten. Yukaghir has been taught
at school since 1985/86, yet this does not scem to have changed
the situation drastically.

These data give clear evidence of the extremely rapid decline
of Kolyma Yukaghir. Yet, one must assume that a similar socio-
linguistic situation was found by Jochelson at the end of the 19"
century (2.1.3). How, then, has the language been maintained for
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so long? A possible hypothesis is that the language competence
of the middle-aged group is always underestimated by the eldest
generation and by themselves, and that when a group of speak-
ers grows older, they return to communication in their mother
tongue (Vakhtin 1992:79). This hypothesis is supported by a re-
cent slight {but nevertheless apparent) rise of the role of Yukaghir,
due mainly to the global rise of ethnic self-awareness on the ter-
ritory of the former Soviet Union. As far as I could observe in
1992, many relatively young Yukaghirs (of about 45-50} seemed
to have “recalled” their mother tongue, which they had pretended
not to speak at all in 1987, and now spoke Yukaghir with their el-
der fellow-citizens rather often. This “regressive shift” apparently
indicates that the langnage competence of the middle-aged group
is actually higher than was assessed in 1987. However, the dif-
ferent generations clearly specak distinct varieties of the language:
generally, the younger the speaker, the more notable contact phe-
noniena in their language (see Section 3 on age-defined varieties,
Section 4 on the effect of language contact on Kolyma Yukaghir).

3. Accents and varieties

Given the small number of speakers nowadays, any notes about
dialectal or social varieties of Kolyma Yukaghir can only be spec-
ulative. However, the currently spoken idiolects are so distinct
as to prevent the best Yukaghir speakers from rating each other’s
language competence highly; Table & shows that not one got the
highest rating for language competence from any expert. These
distinctions, as well as the reluctance to acknowledge each other’s
competence, seem to result from two factors of language variation:

First, the Yukaghirs currently living in Nelemnoyve represent
two regional groups of Yukaghirs which used to exist before the
collectivization in 1931. One group roamed mainly along the Kor-
kodon River, the other along the Yasachnaya River. These groups
apparently spoke two distinct varieties of Kolyma Yukaghir. The
most notable phonological distinction concerned the labial vowel
harmony, which was characteristic of the Korkodon variety and is
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still maintained in the speech of some Kolyma Yukaghirs; one of
my consultants, A. E. Shadrina, a daughter of a Korkodon Yuk-
aghir, regularly labializes vowels in suflixes after /o/, which distin-
guishes her accent from that spoken by most of my consultants.
The same distinction was described by E. A. Krejnovich on the
basis of her father's accent (Krejnovich 1982:21-22).

Secondly, and most importantly, the Kolyma Yukaghir language
is undergoing an extremely fast modification, so that the varieties
of the language spoken even by neighboring generations are clearly
distinct. This seems to be a part of the survival strategy cho-
sen by the language in the aggressive sociolinguistic environment.
Each gencration faces a simple choice: given that their mother
tongue is not their first language, they can either reject speaking
that language and let it disappear, or simply speak as they can
(cf. Vakhtin 1992:79-80). So far, each successive age group has
chosen the second alternative. Quite predictably, the resulting
variety differs from that spoken by their parents in being more
significantly influenced by Russian. Furthermore, it can be rated
as “corrupted” not only by the previous generation, but by the
speakers themselves. Yet, to some extent, this strategy of “survival
through modification” is approved by the oldest speakers, that is,
the speakers of the “purest” existing variety: they themselves do
use a special simplified Yukaghir-based jargon when addressing
younger people, just in order to be understood, yet to maintain
communication in their mother tongue.

Now, it is clear that this strategy has been applied at least
since the end of the 19" century, which means that the current
group of “best speakers” used to represent a “corrupted” version
a couple of dozens years ago. Some of them are aware of the
differences between their own language and the language their
parents used to speak {occasionally, my questions were answered
like “I would say it this way, but my father would have said it
differently”). Even more so, they are aware of “mistakes” in the
language spoken by their fellow-citizens, hence low ratings of their
language competence.
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4. The effect of language contact on Kolyma Yukaghir

The most important contact languages have been Yakut and Rus-
sian. Now the contact with Russian is more significant. Russian
loanwords play an eminent role even in the Yukaghir everyday
vocabulary, e.g.:

(13) Yukaghir Russian
terike ‘wife, old woman’ starukha
korobe ‘cow’ korova
Spstok ‘staff’ shestok
uzZuo ‘gun’ ruzhjo

Now Russian lexical 1tems are being borrowed practically without
phonetic changes. Moreover, the borderline between the Yukaghir
lexicon and the Russian one is likely not to be “taken into account”
in the course of natural communication: almost nobody hesitates
to insert a Russian word into a Yukaghir utterance. In contrast
with this, the words borrowed earlier (like those given in {13)) used
to be changed according to the Yukaghir phonetic rules and gen-
erally preserve their Yukaghir phonetic form in the contemporary
speech.

The instances of occasional code-mixing are numerous, cf. the
following examples (Russian grammatical and lexical items are in
boldface):

(14) a. potomu éto bogatyj-no:-t gude-j
[because rich-TRNSF-SS:IPFYV  become-INTR:35G
tudel tamun-po-t vzad-vperjod ejre-pi
he|  [this-COP-3S:IPFV there.and.back go-INTR:3PL|
‘Because he became a rich person, that is why they used
to go there and back (swarm around him).” [F38]

b. davaj tude-gele andi-pa  davaj kebe-s'il’i da
INGR he-aCcC  ask-TR:3PL [HORT go:l1PL  CONJ
kebe-sil’t
go:1PL|
‘They began to ask him (repeatedly}, let us go, let us
go." [F36]
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c. hodi numg-pin
go:IMP house-DAT
‘Go home!” [F36]

None of the Russian items involved in these ntterances can be
viewed as integrated into Yukaghir grammar and/or lexicon; these
examples are intended just to represent a possible source of contact
changes. Yet some grammatical items of Russian origin are used
very regularly and can be assumed to have replaced their original
Yukaghir counterparts. One of the most notable examples is the
Russian intensifier sam ‘self’ (in various phonetic forms):

(15) a. sam el-ofa-nu-j
self NEG-drink-1PFV-INTR:38G
‘He himsclf didn’t drink.” [K4]

b. tude-gele kudde-m tude-sam aj amde-j
[he-acc  kill-TR:3sG] [he-self  CP die-INTR:35G]
‘He killed that one and died himself, too.” [K3]

Cf. the Yukaghir emphatic form of personal pronouns marked by
the suffix -id’ie, e.g., tude-l ‘he’ > tud-id’ie ‘he himself’.

In the most general terms, the effect of Russian contact on
Kolyma Yukaghir grammar can be described as a shift from origi-
nal Yukaghir synthetic grammatical patterns to newly introduced
analytical patterns. In some cases, the new pattern involves a
graminatical item borrowed from Russian. For example, obliga-
tive modality is now expressed almost exclusively by a construc-
tion with a Russian predicative loanword nado ‘is-necessary’ and a
nominalized form of a verb (as in {16a)), which is rapidly replacing
Yukaghir modal suffixes {the old pattern is illustrated by (16b)),
e.g.

(16) a. tamun min-g nado
that  take-POSS necessary
‘It is necessary to take it.’

b. tamun min-moZi
that  take-PRSP{TR:15G)
‘It is necessary/inevitable to take it, I should take it.’
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Another subclass of these contact phenomena comprises various
expansions of Russian-like grammatical patterns construed by
mecans of Yukaghir morphology, which squecze out Yukaghir syn-
thetic patterns and take over their functions. For example, Yuk-
aghir has a verbal suffix -7i- designating movement in order to
perform the action denoted by the stem. This suffix can occur
cither in a finite verh form as in (17a), or in a same-subject form
dominated by a verb of movement as in (17b). Both patterns are
being rapidly replaced by a construction with the Supine, similar
to that found in many Eurcpean languages (including Russian),
e.g. (17¢):

(17) a. tabud-ck  jug-fi-mele
this-PRED look-PURP-OF:35G
‘He went to look at this.’

b. aps’i-jgi-t kewe-g’
|scarch-PURP-SS:IPFV| go-PFV:INTR:35G
‘He went to look for it.’

c. aps’i-din  kewe-s’
scarch-SUP  go-3SGIINTR
‘He went to look for it.’

Although the construction with the Supine is hardly new for
Kolyma Yukaghir, it can be assumed to have been a marginal
device for expressing this sitnation type until recently. Now, it Is
the most common and frequently applied option, while the pat-
terns represented in (17a)-(17h), having no structural parallel in
Russian, are squeezed out.

Similar phenomena are found in almost, all fragments of Yuk-
aghir grammar and will therefore be described in detail in the
respective sections of the book. In general, T will try to present
modern Kolyma Yukaghir as it is used in everyday communication
(that is, by Yukaghirs over 55-60).

5. Kolyma and Tundra Yukaghir

The Kolyma and Tundra Yukaghir languages used to be described
as dialects. which seems to be misleading in view of the significant
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distinctions in lexicon, grammar, and phonology. Presumably due
to the extensive language contacts, the lexical distinctions cven
within the basic vocabulary are so great that glottochronological
counts give ca. 2000 years of divergence {Nikolaeva and Helimsky
1997:155-156). The grammatical divergent features seem to have
been underestimated in previous studies of Yukaghir, probably
because neither of the grammars was known well enough. That
is why both existing monographs on Yukaghir (Krejnovich 1958;
1982) treat the two languages together, although some divergent
features are mentioned. The present grammar deviates from this
tradition and treats Kolyma Yukaghir as a distinct language to be
described in its own right.



Chapter 3
Phonology

This chapter introduces basic phonological and phonetic infor-
mation needed to understand the transcription used through-
out the book. Since neither acoustic nor articulatory investiga-
tion of Kolyma Yukaghir phonetics has been undertaken so far,
the deseription presented in Sections 1-2 is based on auditory
data and distributional analysis only; to a large extent, it should
be viewed as an exemplified surmmary of the previous descrip-
tions (Krejnovich 1982:9-28; Nikolaeva 1988b), although there are
some minor differences in interpretation of data. Section 3 gives
an overview of phonological and morphonological alternations.
The word stress {Section 4) is described according to (Nikolaeva
1988b).

1. Segmental phonological units

1.1, Vowels
1.1.1. Vowel inventory

Table 6. Vowels

| +front —front
-rounded | irounded | non-rounded | rounded
high i i ] i
non-high | e e | o o | a a| o or
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1.1.2. Allophonic alternations

1.1.2.1. The long vowels /e:/,/e:/, /o:/ can be pronounced as the
falling diphthongs |ie|, |ug|, [uo] in stressed syllables and before
svllables with {E} {Nikolacva and Helimsky 1997:138); sec 3.4 for
a description of the morphoneme {£}.

1.1.2.2. The short vowels are reduced in unstressed syllables.

1.1.2.3. /i/ has a facultative allophone 1] after nonpalatal conso-
nants.

1.1.2.4. [uo] can be advanced within front stems (2.4.1).

1.2, Consonants
1.2.1. Consonant inventory

Table 7. Consonants

Lablal | Dental | Postal- | Palatal | Velar | Uvalar | Glot-
veolar tal

Plosive P £ d k glag 7
Affricates tf dg
Fricatives f 3 ¥
Nasals m n n by
Laterals { A
Rolled r
Glides w J

1.2.1.1. The glottal /?/ has a rather marginal status; it occurs
only in some interjections: ma? ‘take!’, {a? ‘come on!” (Krejnovich
1989:14).

1.2.1.2. The uvular phonemes /q/, /#/ are being rapidly replaced
by the velar fricatives /x/, /y/ respectively, which can be viewed
as a part of the general process of switching to Russian-based
articulations. The current situation can be described alternatively
as coexistence of two age-based accents with different consonant
inventories, or as free allophonic variations [g] ~ [x], [¢] ~ [y].
Here, the latter variant is chosen, cf. 1.2.2.3-1.2.2.4,
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1.2.1.3. Consonants that occur only in ad hoc borrowings from
Russian (not incorporated into the Yukaghir phonetics), e.g., /s/
and /v/, are not included in Table 7.

1.2.2. Allophonic variations

1.2.2.1. The glide /w/ is pronounced as |b] in word-initial po-
sition and after consonants, e.g., |binns| ‘apparently, evidently’
(from colloquial Russian wvidno ‘apparently, evidently’), [faj{bul]
‘mouse’. In intervocalic position, these allophones vary freely, cf
[keweg) ~ [kebeg| ‘(he) left’, [tawun] ~ [tabun| ‘that’.

1.2.2.2. The glide /w/ is commonly pronounced as [u] at the end
of syllables, cf. [tolow| ~ |tolou| ‘deer’, [toloupe| (PL); [jowlel]
~ [joulel] ‘disease’, [lew] ~ [len] ‘(1) eat’.

1.2.2.3. The uvular plosive /q/ has a free velar fricative variant
[x], cf.: [qar| ~ [xar] ‘animal skin’, |fagafa:pi| ~ [faxada:pi]
‘(they} gathered'.

1.2.2.4. The uvular fricative /¥/ has a free velar variant [y], cf.
[foxsiej| ~ [foyiej] ‘(he) has lost his way, (it) is lost’; [asurpej] ~
|ayurpej] ‘(he) suffers’.

1.2.2.5. The uvular fricative /#/ is pronounced as uvular plo-
sive |g] after /p/, e.g., /agcaje/ ‘snow-storm’; |ageim| ‘(he) has
scratched’.

1.2.2.6. The affricate /¢{/ has a free palatal fricative variant [¢] in
intervocalic position and in word-final position, cf.: |artfa] ~ [a:ga]
‘domestic deer’, [etfie] ~ [egie] ‘father’, [omotf] ~ [omog] ‘(it) is
good; well’. Before consonants, [¢] is preferred, e.g., [ediegtin]
‘to call’. Word-initial [¢] occurs mainly in loanwords, yet it is
also occasionally possible (at least in some idiolects) if the second
syllable of a word begins with this sound, cf. [tfartfa; ~ [ca:ca:]
‘elder brother’,

1.2.2.7. The affricate /d3/ has a palatal fricative variant [j].
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Table 8. Transcription symbols

IPA | This baok IPA | This book || IPA | This book
J § tf & ¢ s’
3 z dg\:dj d’ ", ¥ h
A I - kil n’ ar i

1.8, Transcription

The transcription used in this book is essentially phonemic, yet
some allophonic variations are consistently reflected. This con-
cerns major free alternations, as well as the alternations with po-
tentially controversial phonological interpretation. More specifi-
cally, the franscription distinguishes the allophones that are de-
scribed in 1.1.2.1, 1.1.2.4, 1.2.2.2 and 1.2.2.6. Deviations from the
IPA conventions are summarized in Table 8.

2. Phonotactics

2.1. Syllable structure

2.1.1. Syllable types

The only types of syllables are C'V, CVC and CVjL (I stands for
liquids, nasals, /t/, and /k/}. In the following examples, syllable
boundaries are marked with “=".

(18) CV
§g=gi ‘(be) came in.
ta=dr (I} gave’
(19) Cv¢
a=n#’=ge ‘in the hole’
San=har ‘bark, scales’
(20) CVjL
Sayl ‘stone’

S$a=3a=ha=dajm ‘(he) tore (smth)’

Voiced obstruents are disallowed in syllable-final position (see 3.1);
for examples of syllable-final sonorants, see (19)-(20). Syllable-
final voiceless consonants are exemplified in (21).
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(21} pn=mep—te=ge ‘in their minds’

mot=lor=qoj ‘thin’
i=lek=loj ‘four’
e§=ke=rik ‘attack!’

2.1.2. Word-initial syllables
Word-initial syllables can begin with a vowel (#V, #VC, #VjL):

(22) a ‘(T) made’
g=pae  ‘mouth’
aj ‘again’
el=dpw ‘(he) did not come in’
gl ‘work’

The initial consonant can be either voiceless or sonorant, i.e.,
voiced obstruents do not occur in word-initial position. There
are two exceptions: the verbs kude- ‘become’ and kudel’e- ‘be go-
ing to do something, get ready’ can be pronounced as /gude-/ and
/gudel’e-/ respectively, which probably hints at an initial stage of
grammaticalization of these verbs, cf.:

(23) a. pulun-die ug-no-d’e adil | pot
old:man-DIM [child-STAT-ATTR| guy+TRNSF
kude-j3

become-INTR:38G
“The old man became a young guy.’ [F15]
b. tabun af nlied-l+pot gude-Uel
this CP tell-lANR+TRNSF become-INFR(INTR:35G)
‘This became a legend.’ [F34]

(24) a. as’e-n’-u-l Soromo-pul kel-din
[deer-PRPR-0-ANR| person-PL  come-SUP
me-kudel’e-g1
AFF-get:ready-3PL:INTR:

‘The people with deer are getting ready to come.” [K1]
b. petr berbekin Sejrej-din gudel’e-nu-j

r. B. run:away-SUP get:ready-IPFV-INTR:3SG

‘Petr Berbekin was getting ready to run away.” [F'31]
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The consonants /r/ and /7/ also do not occur in word-initial
position (see 5.5.5.3).

2.2. Consonant clusters

Consonant clusters are disallowed in word-initial position; the only
cluster that is allowed in word-final position is jL (see 2.1.1). In
most cases, there is a morpheme boundary within such a cluster;
there is only a closed set of roots containing clusters /5/, /40°/:

(25) qojl ‘God’

gyl ‘stone’

Sopl’bul  'mouse’
The constraints on two-consonant clusters at syllable boundaries
partly follow from the regularities of syllable structure described

in 2.1: the initial consonant of a cluster can be either sonorant or
voiceless. There are two additional constraints:

1. A voiceless and a voiced obstruent cannot co-occur within a
cluster; thus, a cluster either contains a sonorant, or consists
of two voiceless obstruents; see (19)-(21) and 3.2.1.

2. The glide /j/ cannot occur as the final consonant of a cluster;
the only exception is the cluster /wj/, e.g., §pwjemet ‘you
(PL) came in’, see 3.2.2, 3.3.

The only possible three-consonant clusters are {jiC}, {jIC} in the
inflection forms of stems ending in /jI/ and in 3g70°bul ‘mouse’):

(26) qofl-pin  ‘to God’
gojl-get  ‘from God’
gojl-n’e  ‘with God’
gogl-pe  ’gods’

The only exception from this generalization in my data is the com-
pound margil’+ug (girl + child) *daughter’, which is pronounced as
|margl’us] or [martl’us|, hence, two more three-consonant, clus-
ters: [rgl’] and [ril’] due to the loss of /i/ in the first stem. The
resulting word is sometimes pronounced as [madl’ug|, so that the
three-consonant cluster is avoided.
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2.3. Vowel clusters

As is clear from 2.1, there are generally no vowel clusters. This
section presents some exceptions from this generalization.

2.3.1. Reciprocal prefix

The reciprocal prefix n’e (6.4.5.1) can be attached to a vowel-initial
stem, e.g.:

(27) n'e+anure-  ‘love each other’
n'e+es’keri- ‘attack each other’
n'e+irkuore- ‘be afraid of each other’
n'e+uldo- ‘be tied to each other’

2.3.2. Vowel clustering at the phonetic level

2.3.2.1. Diphthongs [uo|, |ug|, |é¢], seec 1.1.2.1.

2.3.2.2. Clusters |ou|, [#u|, [eu]|, where [u] represents the glide
Jw/, see 1.2.2.2.

2.3.2.3. The initial /§/ of the intransitive 1PL agreement marker
[742] is sometimes not pronounced after /e/, hence a vowel cluster
[e2], cf.: [egesil’i] ~ [egerl’i| ‘(we) stand up’.

2.4. Vowel harmony

There arc two kinds of harmonic alternations which can be con-
ventionally termed palatal® and labial, yet both affect only a very
restricted number of suffixes, only one of which is productive.

2.4.1. Front stems vs. back stems

The palatal harmony contrasts the vowels /e/, /g/ (with their
long counterparts} and the vowels /a/, /o/ (with their long coun-
terparts). The stems fall into two classes (front stems vs. back
stems) according to the quality of the first vowel. A native Yuk-
aghir root has either only front vowels or only back vowels, except
for /e/ corresponding to the morphoneme {E} (see 3.4) and the
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vowels /i/, /u/ (and their long counterparts), which arc transpar-
ent to vowel harmony:

(28) Front stems

gndie ‘hrook’
kanme ‘partner’
ecie ‘father’
cebil’ ‘tundra’
meme ‘bear’, etc.

{(29) Back stems

Sanaha- ‘crackle’

azu ‘word, language’
colhoro ‘hare’

jonia ‘beak’

ays’i- ‘look for’, etc.

Stems with /2/, /u/ in the initial syllable normally belong to the
class of front stems:

(30) ¢lge ‘branch’

¢izele  ‘hazel grouse’
Subed’e  ‘heart’
Juke ‘far’, ete.

Most exceptions from this tendency are associated with the
phoneme /i/, which occurs in the initial syllable of some back
stems:

(31) <cibal’  ‘stove’
cigaha- ‘squeak’
mido-  ‘roam’
pipol’  ‘sandpiper’
tiboho-  ‘twinkle, wink’, etc.

2.4.2. Consonants within the scope of palatal harmony

The velar and uvular consonants participate in harmonic rules as
well: the velars /¢/, /&/ occur in front stems only, the uvulars
R/, /q/, in back stems only.
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(32) Front stems

Spqr ‘bag’

cuge ‘track’

kodiel “wolf”

kebej- ‘leave’, etc.
(33} Back stems

Souho ‘plate’

aht ‘in sccret’

gor- ‘go’

lagil ‘tail’, etc.

The phonemic distinction between velar consonants and their uvu-
lar counterparts exists due to the inconsistent behavior of /i/, /u/,
multiple borrowings, and a wide set of productive suffixes which
are outside of the scope of harmonic alternations (sec 2.4.3). As
a result, the velar and uvular consonants can occur in identical
phonalogical positions, cf. the following quasi-minimal pairs:

(34) nohi ‘thimble’ vs. apagi ‘his mouth’
omoluhi- ‘feel shy’ vs. iugi- ‘miss’
Sologok ‘ashes (PRED)’ vs. juko- ‘be small’
motlorgo- ‘be thin’ vs. irkore- ‘frighten’
moSolupka ‘ow!’ vs. pon’gara ‘birch’

2.4.3. Suffixes showing palatal harmonic alternations

2.4.3.1. The productive Ingressive marker {E} (6.3.5.1) has the
form -a- when attached to a back stem, -&- when attached to a
front stem.

(35) Front stems
grn’e- 'shout’” > grn’-é- ‘begin to shout’
3el’get- ‘break’ > Jel’get-e- ‘begin to break’
ihil’e- ‘cry’ > ibil-e- ‘begin to cry’, etc,

(36) Back stems
Saqal’es- ‘gather’ > Jagal’es-a- ‘begin to gather’
ahites’- ‘hide’ > gahites’-a- ‘begin to hide’

ahurpe- ‘sufier’ ahurp-a ‘begin to suffer’, etc.
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2.4.3.2. The non-productive inchoative suffix {KE} ({K} stands
for a velar or a uvular voiceless consonant) has the form -ké- in
a front stem, -ga- in a back stem (there is in fact only one clear
instance of the latter case).

(37) Front stems

del- ‘be cold {v)’ = del-ke- ‘get cold’
cejlu ‘be far, be remote’ >  dejlu-ke- ‘become remote’
eldel- ‘be boring’ = eldel-ke- ‘bore’
{38) Back stem
jow- ‘ache (v)' >  jow-ga ‘begin to ache’

2.4.3.3. The non-productive derivational suffix { GE} ({G} stands
for a velar or a uvular voiced consonant; see 6.4.3.3.3} has the
form -ge- in a front stem, -Ae- in a back stem.

(39) Front stems
Jel’-ge-j- ‘break in two’ (vi)
menne-ge-j- ‘jump’
¢ife-ge-j- ‘stretch, lengthen’ (vi)

(40} Back stems
fafa-ha-j- ‘tear’ (vi)
janme-ha-j- ‘twitch, jerk’

2.1.3.4. The non-productive causative suffix {dE} (6.4.3.3.3) has
the form -de- when attached to a front stem, -da- when attached
to a hack stem {occasionally, this alternation is also possible for
the suffix {tE}, e.g., dohi-ta-j- ‘blush’).

(41) Front stems
Sel’-ge-de-j- ‘break in two’ (vt)
¢ide-ge-de-j- ‘stretch, lengthen’ (vt)
jpmge-de-j- ‘surround, cnceircle’
(42) DBack stems
dabaha-da-3- ‘hit’ (vt)
amla-da-j- ‘swallow’ (cf. amla-j- fall in, come down")
SaSa-ha-da-j- ‘tear’ (vt)
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2.4.4. Labial harmony

Labial harmony exists only in some idiolects (see 2.3} and affects
the phonemic realization of {E} (see 3.4.2.1). If the first vowel
of a root is /o/ or /é/, the final {E} of the root and of some
non-productive suffixes can be pronounced as /o/.

(43) {Sobol’E-} ‘stop, cease’ /gobol’ok / (IMP:28G)
{éolgorE} ‘hare’ /[ olgoro/
{medo-tE-} ‘put, seat, plant’ /modotomie/ (OF:35G)

3. Phonological and morphophonemic alternations

3.1. Syllable-final consonant alternations

Final voiced obstruents /d/, /d’/, /g/, /h/ alternate either with
voiceless obstruents or with sonorants in syllable-final position.®
Since voiced obstruents are disallowed in this position, these al-
ternations follow from the phonotactics. On the other hand, only
a closed set of morphemes end in a voiced obstruent, and there
are many phonological options which can be applied in order to
avoid it in syllable-final position, some of which are apparently
morphologically and/or lexically restricted.

3.1.1. Syllable-final devoicing

In a number of verb stems of the syllable structure C,V (5, where
Cqis /d/, /g/, the final consonant alternates with the correspond-
ing voiceless obstruent /¢/, /k/ in word-final position (i.e., in the
transitive 15G form and in the 25G Imperative form} and before an
obstruent-initial suffix of the syllable structure CVX. A stem-final
/h/ alternates with /¢/ only at word-internal syllable boundaries
(see 3.1.2.8).

(44) 3sG Imperative Perfective converb
pad-um  pat pat-telle ‘cook’
kod-um kot kat-telle ‘pull’
leg-um lek lek-telle ‘eat’
3ag-1 Sok Sok-telle ‘come in’

coh-um fow fog-telle ‘cut’
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3.1.2. Syllable-final sonorization

3.1.2.1. Obstruent ~ nasal assimilation. Before a nasal-initial
suffix, the final voiced consonant alternates with a nasal. Most
commonly, /d/, /d’/ alternate with /n/, and /g/, /h/ alternate
with /p/. In some cases, assimilation of /g/ into /m/ before /m/
Is attested.

(45) TR:3sG OF:3sG TR:3PL
pad-um pan-mele pan-na  ‘cook’
Coh-um cog-mele ~ dom-mele doy-pa  ‘cut’
leg-um  lemn-mele lem-na  ‘eat’

3.1.2.2. Word-final nasalization. Stem-final /d’/ alternates with
/n/, /n’/ in word-final position.

(46) TR:3sG  Imperative
mid’-um  min ‘take’
ed’-i en’ ‘live, be alive’

The final /d/ of the verb stems jad- ‘to send’, jed- ‘be visible’
shows the same alternation.

(47) TR:38G Imperative
jad-um  jen ‘send’
jed-1 jen ‘he visible’

3.1.2.3. Syllable-final nasalization. Stem-final /t/, /d/, /d’/ al-
ternate with /n/ before the inflectional morph -3E (> -d’e, see
3.3.1.1), (48a), the non-productive detransitive suffix -dE (48h),
and the Diminutive marker -die- (48c¢).

(48) a. INTR:3sG
ajled’-2
ed’-

b. TR:35G
pad-um
leg-um

C. PRED
pulut-ek

INTR:18G

ajlen-d’e ‘wash oneself’
en-d’e ‘live, be alive’
DETR-INTR:35G

pan-de-j ‘cook’
lem-de-j ‘eat’

DIM

pulun-die ‘old man’
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3.1.24. /d/ ~ /n/ alternation in nominalizers. The final con-
sonant of the nominalizers -jod ~ -jon {6.1.3.1, 6.1.3.6), -bed ~
-ben (6.1.3.1, 6.1.3.7) is /d/ before vowels, /n/ before consonants
and in word-final position. These phonological positions are illus-
trated by means of the Predicative form, the Nominative Plural
form, and the Nominative Singular form, respectively.

(49) (SG)-PRED PL(NOM) SG{NOM)
lejdi-jod-ek  lejdi-jom-pe  lejdi-jom  ‘one who knows’
éomol-bed-ek  ¢omol-ben-pe comol-ben ‘something big’

3.1.25. /d/ ~ /n/ alternation in Attributive forms. The Attribu-
tive form of nouns and numerals ends in /d/ before vowel-initial
nouns and in /n/ before consonant-initial nouns. This can be
viewed as an instance of the same phonologically motivated alter-
nation, if the Attributive form is assumed to constitutc a single
phonological word with the head noun, as far as the syllable struc-

ture is concerned.

(50)

However, the Attributive form can occasionally end in /n/ before

ilek-ud f anil
four-ATTR-fish

‘four fishes’
unu-d+grd’o-ge
river-ATTR--middle-LOC
‘in the middle of the river’
colhoro-d+omnt
hare-ATTR-+people
‘hare people’
jo-d-+amun-gi
head-ATTR+bone-POSs
‘skull’

lebie-d+emey
earth-ATTR-—mother
‘Mother Earth’

dek-un+dohojo
four-ATTR+knife
‘four knives’
unu-n+lagide
Iiver-ATTR+DIR

‘to the river’
colhoro-n+3oromopul
hare-ATTR+person-PL
‘hare men’
jo-n+kis’il
head-ATTR+end
‘forehead’
lebie-n+pugil’
earth-ATTR-+lord
‘Lord of Earth’

vowel-intial stems as well, e.g., dekun anil ‘four fishes’.
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3.1.2.6. Velar/uvular ~ glide. The velar and uvular voiced stem-
final consonants alternate with /w/ in word-final position. The
same alternation applies at syllable boundarics, most often be-
fore obstruents. The latter results in alternative pronunciations of
some forms, cf. {44) and (51).

(51) INTR:38G NEG+INTR:3sG Perfective converb

sag-i el-+Sew dpw-delle  ‘come in’
leg-um el+lew lew-delle  ‘eat’
coh-um el+cow dow-delle  ‘cut’

3.1.3. Nasal ~ Lateral assimilation

The nasals /n/, /n’/ alternate with the lateral /I/ when the next
syllable starts with /1/ or /1’/, for example, before the Inferential
suffix -I’el- or the first/second person different-subject marker.

(52) 3sG INFR:38G DS:1/2
mon-i mol-l’'el  mol-luge ‘say’
gon-i  gol-l’el gol-luge  ‘go’

In particular, the Proprietive suffix -n’- ‘to have, to possess’ (6.4.2)

can undergo this alternation, cf. emd’e-n’- ‘to have a younger

sibling’ and emd’e-I-{’el ‘apparently, he had a younger sibling’.
The final /n/ of the Supine form can be assimilated into /I/ be-

fore the auxiliary stem {’e- ‘be’ within the Periphrastic Prospective
form ((6.2.9.1}):

(53} Supine Periphrastic Prospective
merej-din  merej-dil+1’e- ‘take off’
gana-din  gana-dil-+{’e- ‘roam’

Stem-final /d/, /d’/ undergo the lateral assimilation only if they
are nasalized in word-final position (see 3.1.2.2):

(54) 3sc Imperative INFR-3SG  DS:1/2
jad-um  jan jal-U'el-um  jol-luge ‘send’
mid’-um  min mal-Uel-um  mal-luge  ‘take’
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3.2. Syllable-initial alternations of consonants
3.2.1. Progressive devoicing

Suffix-initial voiced obstruents alternate with their voiceless coun-
terparts after voiceless consonants.

(55) /d/ ~ /t/: PL-POSS-LOC
cugs-pe-de-ge  ‘track, path, trace’
gnme-p-te-ge ‘mind, consciousness’
pieje-p-te-ge ‘cheek, knoll’
Soromo-p-te-ge  ‘man’

(56) /g/ ~ /k/: POSS:INOM LOC
gnme-gi gnme-ge  ‘mind’
labut-ki labut-ke  ‘floating log’
molut-ki molut-ke ‘breast’
pulut-ki pulut-ke  ‘old man, husband’

In particular, the progressive devoicing is applied together with
the syllable-final devoicing (see 3.1.1} of the previous consonant,
so that a combination of two voiced obstruents at a morpheme
boundary results in a voiceless consonant cluster (see, for example,
the Perfective Converb marker -delle, represented as -telle in {44)).

3.2.2. Lateral Assimilation of stem-initial /7/
The stem initial /j/ alternates with /I’/ after the negative preverb
el+; the final /{/ of the preverb is palatalized in this environment.
(57) el’-l’ad- < el- + jad- ‘send’

el’-l’ed- < el- + jed- ‘be visible’

el’-DUug- < el- + jug ‘see’
This alternation is not obligatory, c¢f. (57) and el jen (it is) not
visible’, el jug ‘(1) do not see’.

3.8. Suffiz-initial /7/
The initial /j/ of some verbal suffixes alternates with /d’/, /¢&/
(cf. Krejnovich 1982:197-201):
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(58) /j/~/d’/~/¢/ alternations
Suhject nominalizer -jon ~ -d’on ~ -fon
Attributive, Intransitive e~ -de ~ -Ce
Purposive {‘go in order to’) -fi- ~ -dej- ~ -lej-

In word-final position, suffix-initial /j/ alternates with /i/, /¢/;
these alternations are restricted to three morphological items: the
transitive 1PL marker -j, the intransitive third person marker -j,
and the allomorph -j of the Active Attributive marker -jF (see
6.1.1.1,6.1.2.1).

Partly, these alternations are motivated by the phonotactics,
since /j/ cannot be the final consonant of a consonant cluster
(see 2.2). This case is described in 3.3.1. In other cascs, the same
alternations must be described as morphophonemic, since they are
restricted to closed classes of lexical items and/or morphological
environments (sec 3.3.2; 3.3.3)

3.3.1. Phonologically motivated alternations

3.3.1.1. According to general restrictions on consonant clusters
(see 2.2}, intervocalic /j/ alternates with /d’/ in syllable-initial
position after sonorants'’ (except for /j/, see 3.3.3.1-3.3.3.3) and
with /¢/ after voiceless obstruents.

(59) /j/-allomorphs

ejre-je “I) walked’
ejre-jon ‘walker, someone who walks.’
Jug-gi- ‘go in order to see’

(60) /d’/-allomorphs

gon-d’e ‘(I) went’

jonza-lel-d’e “(I) must have forgotten’
forget-INFR-INTR:18G

mon-d’on ‘speaker, someone who speaks’
en-d’on ‘someone who is alive: animal’

min-d’ej- ‘go in order to take’
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{61) /c¢/-allomorphs

eire-t-Ge {1) will walk’
walk-FUT-INTR:1SG

jagqte-t-ée Y1) will sing’
Sing-FUT-INTR:1SG

el f pat-&e “(I) have not cooked’
NEG+cook-INTR:1SG

pemege-t-cej- ‘go in order to turn’

turn-CAUS-PURP-

3.3.1.2. In word-final position, /j/ alternates with /:/ after con-
sonants (except /§/; see 3.3.3.2-3.3.3.3). In fact, there are only
two morphemes to which this phonological condition is applica-
ble, namely, the intranstive 3sG marker -7 and the transtive 1PL
marker -5.!1

(62) mon-t ‘(he} said’
8ay-INTR:3SG
piede-t-1 “(it) will burn’
burn-FUT-INTR:38G
ajle-t-1 ‘(we) will wash’
wash-FUT-TR:1PL
Saqal’e-5- ‘(we) gathered’

assemble-CAUS-TR;1PL

3.3.2. Morphologically and lexically constrained /d’/-allomorphs

/d’/-allomorphs of the suffixes listed in (58) occur with quite a
number of vowel-final verb stems, i.e., in the absence of the phono-
logical conditions which might have determined the alternation.
These cases fall into several groups: /d’/-allomorphs are used af-
ter the Resultative marker -o- (6.3.6.1):
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(63) Joj-l-0-d’e ‘fried’
fry-0-RES-ATTR
il’l’ag-t-0-d’e ‘melted’
melt-0-RES-ATTR
kiel’-o0-d’e ‘dry’

get.dry-RES-ATTR

after the copula ¢- and its bound form +y0- (5.5.5.2), e.g.:

(64) po+no-d’e ‘orphan (attributive)’
orphan+STAT-ATTR
arasno+yo0-d’e ‘different’
different+STAT-ATTR
cisto+po-d’e ‘clean’

clean+STAT-ATTR

after the qualitative suffix -jo- ‘do V often, professionally, charac-
teristically’ {6.3.6.4), e.g.:

(65) lejdi-jo-d’e ‘knowledgeable, wise; wizard’
know-QLT-ATTR
fagte-jo-d’e ‘singer’
$ing-QLT-ATTR,
kimd’i-jo-d’e ‘bellicose, warrior’

fight-QLT-ATTR

with cardinal verbs (7.2.1.2), e.g.:

(66) atag-lo-d’e ‘two’
two-VR-ATTR
ilek-lo-d’e ‘three’
three-vR-ATTR
n'ahanbo-d’e ‘five’
five-ATTR

and with a group of qualitative verbs (6.3.6.3-6.3.6.4), e.g.:



{(67) como-d’e
be.big-ATTR
ejl’o-d’e
be.wide-ATTR
Juko-d’e
be.small-ATTR
inl'o-d’e
be.fearful-ATTR
nigejo-d’e
be.hard-ATTR

(68) lede-mie-d’e

below-QLT-ATTR.

puden-mie-d’e

above-QLT-ATTR

titi-mie-d’e
like-QLT-ATTR
tat-mic-d’e
S0-QLT-ATTR
godi-mie-d’e
how-QLT-ATTR

In the last three groups (examples {66)-(68}), the pronunciation
vacillates, i.e., the alternative forms with /j/-allomorphs occur as

well 12
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tbig}
‘wide’
‘small’

fearful’

‘hard’

‘low’

‘high’

‘similar, alike’
‘such, like that’

‘which, what’
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3.3.3. Morphologically and lexically constrained /¢/-allomorphs

3.3.3.1. There are two verb roots ending in /j/, moj- ‘hold’, and
uj- ‘work’. After these stems, the initial /j/ of a suffix alternates

with /&/ both in word-internal and in word-final position.

(69) INTR:1sG INTR:35G
met+mnj-s’e  met+moj-s’ ‘hold oneself’

REFL-hold-

uj-8’e uj-8’ ‘work’
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3.3.3.2. After the Iterative suffix -uj{%)- (6.3.3.2), suffix-initial /j/
alternates with /¢/ in word-internal position, with /i/ in word-
final position (the latter alternation resulting in word-final long
/4/)-
(70) INTR:1SG  INTR:3SG

n'oh-uj-8’e  n'oh-uj-r  ‘fall down repeatedly’

jag-uj-8’e  jag-uj-t  ‘be reaching’

meZZ-uj-8’e  meiZ-uj-r  ‘awake and fall asleep again’

3.3.3.3. The Perfective suffix -j- {#.3.3.1), when combined with the
suffix-initial /§/, gives /¢/ (commonly represented by [s’]) both
in word-internal and in word-final position, so that the Perfective
suffix is manifested only by the alternation /j/ > /¢&/. In the fol-
lowing examples, the presence of the Perfective suffix is illustrated
by the 3PL forms.

(71) INTR:1SG INTR:3SG INTR:3PL
gnZe-8’e  pnie-g’ gnie-1-ni  ‘descend’
irke-s’e  irke-g’ irke-3-pi  ‘get frightened’
kewe-s’e  kewe-s’  kewe-j-pi  ‘go away’

3.3.3.4. There are also several stems requiring or permitting /¢&/-
allomorphs of the /j/-initial suffixes, although there are no phono-
logical conditions which might determine the alternation. There
are two notable formal groups of such stems:

1. A group of stems ending in /u/, which alternates with /¢/
before /¢/ of the suffix, e.g.:

(72) SF INTR:3SG
ahidu-l ahidi-s’  ‘hide’ {vi)
medu-{ medi-s’  ‘be heard, be audible’
wlu-i ipl'i-s’ ‘be fearful’

2. A group of stems ending in /ji/, /&/, /4t/, /é/, regardless
of whether such a string is part of a root or a suffix (73); in
this case, the pronunciation vacillates, so that both /j/- and
/¢/-allomorphs are apparently possible.
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(73) kes’i-s’ ‘(we) brought’
bring-TR:1PL
Jagte-ji-s’ ‘(he) went in order to sing’
sing-PURP-INTR:35G
u-Ci-8’ ‘(he) has budged, moved a little’

move-DLM-INTR:38G

Finally, there are some /¢&/-requiring stems which do not fall into
either of these groups, e.g.:

(74) kie-s’  ‘(he) came’ (< kel- ‘come’)
omo-8’ (it is) good’
puge-s’ (it is) hot’

3.4. The morphoneme {E} and related alternations

A number of Yukaghir suffixes show allomorphic variation of the
form -Ce(X)- ~ -C(X} (below, syllabic vs. consonantal allo-
morphs). Basically, the allomorphs are chosen in such a way as
to create a sequence of the form {... — Cile — C; —Cie — ...} or
{...—C,—Che—C5— ...}, i.e, a consonantal morph is selected
after a syllabic morph, and vice versa {Krejnovich 1982:35ff}. This
phenomenon is described in 3.4.1.

Other suffixes, as well as lexical morphemes, fall into two
classes: morphemes of the first class attach consonantal allo-
morphs, those of the second class, syllabic allomorphs. The first
class consists purely of morphemes ending in /e/, /o/ (see 3.4.2.1).
As for the second class, there are no phonological restrictions.
Furthermore, the final vowels of morphemes which helong to the
first class and the vowel /e/ in the syllabic allomorphs show some
common aiternations which do not occur in phonologically similar
morphemes of the second class (sce 3.4.3.1-3.4.3.3).

These facts make it plausible to postulate the existence of a
common morphonemic item (denoted here as {E}), which is in-
stantiated by the final vowels of the syllabic allomorphs and of
morphemes of the first class.



50 Chapter 3. Phonology

3.4.1. Suffixes showing variations of the form -CE- ~ -C-

This subsection provides a comprehensive list of the suffixes show-
ing the regular -CFE- ~ -C- allomorphic variation. In the examples
below, all phonemes instantiating the morphoneme {E} are rep-
resented as E. In most cases, this is the phoneme /e/; otherwise,
special notes are provided.

3.4.1.1. The Future marker -tF- ~ -{-. In word-internal position,
the allomorph -t- occurs after {E}; otherwise, -te is used:

{(75) Consonantal Syllabic
sejrE-t-cek SejrE-3-tE-jek
run:away-FUT-INTR:2SG  run:away-PFV-FUT-INTR:28G
ejrE-t-1 eyrk-ni-tE-j
walk-FUT-INTR:35G walk-PL-FUT-3SG

In word-final position (i.e., before a zero agreement marker), the
allomorph -¢- is chosen regardless of the preceding morph.

{76) Word-internal Word-final
kej-tE-m kej-t
give-FUT-TR:3SG  give-FUT(TR:18G)

3.4.1.2. The intransitive morph -jE- ~ -j- (6.1.1.1-6.1.1.2). The al-
ternation occurs in the finite forms of 1PL, 2PL. In the finite forms
of 18G, 258G, the morph -jE- is the only option, in the third person
forms, the morph -7 is the only option. This is illustrated by the
paradigm of the verb jaga- ‘reach, arrive’ in the non-Future tense
and in the Future tense: in the former case, the morphophone-
mic environment requires the syllabic allmorph, in the latter, the
consonantal allomorph (after -tE-).

(77) Non-future  Future
18G  jaqa-je jaga-tE-je
25G  jaga-je-k jaga-tE-je-k
38G  jaga-j jaga-tE-7

1PL  jaga-3E-Ui  jaga-tE-j-li
2rL  jaga-jE-met jaqoa-tE-j-met
3PL  jaga-ni jaqa-ni-te-j
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In the 1pL forms, F is represented by /i/, e.g., /jagafil’i/.

3.4.1.3. The transitive morph -mFE- ~ -m-. The morphophonemic
alternation occurs only in the third person Object-Focus forms and
Passive Attributive forms (6.1.1.1, 6.1.2.1) In other forms contain-
ing the transitive morph, only one variant is possible, regardless
of the preceding (mor)phoneme (sce 6.1.1.1). The following exam-
ples illustrate the alternation immediately after a root and after
different allomorphs of the Future marker.

(78) Consonantal Syllabic
a-tE-m-le a-mE-le
make-FUT-QF-3 make-0QF-3
kuddE-m-le kuddE-t-mE-le
kill-op-3 kill-FUT-0OF-3

3.4.1.4. The Plural marker -pE- ~ -p{ul)-. After {E}, the plural
marker has the form -pul- or -p-, depending on the following morph

(79), otherwise, the form -pe-, regardless of the following morph
(80).

{79) PL PL-POSS
as’F-pul as’E-p-ki ‘domestic deer’
emd’ E-pul emd’E-p-ki  ‘younger siblings’
mided’E-pul  maded’E-p-ki  ‘needles’
apd’'E-pul and’FE-p-ki ‘eyes’

(80) PL PL-POSS
anil-pF  anil-pE-gi ‘fishes’
cada-pl  cdada-pE-gi  ‘elder brothers’
gar-pE gar-pFE-gi  ‘skins’
mure-pFs  mure-pE-gi  ‘shoes’

3.4.1.5. The Augmentative marker -tEge- ~ -tke. The consonantal
allomorph occurs after {E}, e.g.:

(81) terikE-tke  ‘huge wife’
as’B-tke ‘huge domestic deer’
JoromE-tke ‘huge person’
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In the last word, the morphoneme { £} can be represented by the
phoneme /o/ according to the labial harmony rules.
Examples of the syllabic allomorph:

(82) pulut-tEge ‘huge old man’
Sa-tlge ‘huge tree’
todi-tEge  ‘huge tooth’

3.4.1.8. The Proprietive suffixes -n’'E- ~ -n’-, -dF- ~ -d-, -tE- ~
-§-. The suffixes derive verbs with the meanings ‘have X', ‘get X7,
and ‘provide somebody with X’ respectively, where X is denoted
by the nominal stem. The distribution of allomorphs is illustrated
by the following examples (third person subject forms):

(83) -n'- -d- -5
as’E-n’-i as'B-d-i as’E-3-um (as’E ‘decr’)
terikE-n’-i  terikE-d-i  terikE-§-um  (terikE ‘wife’)
cohojE-n’-i cohojE-d-i  dohojE-§-um  (CohojE ‘knife’)

In the last word, the morphoneme { £} can be represented by the
phoneme /o/ according to the labial harmony rules.

(84) -wE- “dE- tE-
mure-w'E-j  mure-dE-j mure-tE-m  (mure ‘shoe(s)’)
noht-n’E-j  nohi-dE-j nohi-tE-m  (nohi ‘thimble’)
numg-n’E-j numg-dE-j numg-tE-m (numg ‘house’)

See (Krejnovich 1982:44-65) for multiple examples of these alter-
nations.

3.4.2. {+E}-stems vs. {—F}-stems

3.4.2.1. {+E}-roots vs. {—E}-roots. Lexical morphemes fall into
two classes: some roots take the syllabic allomorphs of the mor-
phemes listed in 3.4.1, the others take the consonantal allomorphs.
All roots of the first class end in /e/ or in /6/. The latter option
is possible (but not obligatory) only if the first vowel of the root
is o/, /o/ and the consonant preceding { £’} is not palatal. Pho-
netically, the distinction between /e/ and /o/ is quite clear only
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in stressed syllables; when unstressed, the final vowels of both
Je/- and /o/-stems are reduced to [s], so that the final /o/ of
an {+F}-root can be assumed to alternate with /e/ in unstressed
syllables.

(85) {+F}-roots in /e/: phonetic representation
Root  Predicative Nominative

towkE  [tou'kek| | 'touks) ‘dog’
almE  [al'mek] [‘alms] ‘shaman’
erpejE  |erpejek| [‘erpeja] ‘Even’

qanicE  [qapi'tfek|  |ga'pitf] ‘hunter’

(86) {+E}-roots in /o/: phonetic representation

Root Predicative Nominative

johuréE |[josur'tfok] [jo'murtfs]  ‘flock, herd’
dolhorE  (tfolwo'rok] [‘tfolsors]  ‘hare’
gonzE  |qon’zok| ['qonzo] ‘gap, hole’
SowhE  |fou'wok] [ founa] ‘plate’
gongE  |[qon'qok] ['qongs| ‘pit, hole.’

In most {+F}-roots in /o/ the final vowel can be pronounced as
/e/ in stressed syllables as well, cf. [foro'mo] ~ [foro'me] ‘person’.
This seems to be impossible only after a uvular consonant.

There are no phonological restrictions on {— F}-roots; in par-
ticular, they can end in /e/ and /o/ {which makes it impossible
to account for the phenomena dealt with in this section on a pure
phonological basis). Some examples of {—FE}-roots:

(87) Singular Plural

adil adil-pe ‘lad, young man’
jor jor-pe ‘hook, catch’
ajbr azbi-pe ‘ghost, soul’
daca éaca-pe ‘elder brother’
mottuska mottuska-pe ‘gull’

epie epie-pe ‘grand-mother’
kanme kanme-pe ‘friend, partner’

mure mure-pe ‘shoe’
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mino mino-pe ‘raft’
nodo nodo-pe  ‘hird.’

Some {+E}-roots show controversial behavior, that is, they occa-
sionally permit, along with the consonantal allomorph, the syllabic
allomorph of the following morpheme, cf.: erpeje-pe-n’e ~ erpeje-
pul-n’e ‘with Evens', konme-pe ~ kgnme-pul ‘friends’.

3.4.2.2. {+F}-suffixes. A number of non-productive derivational
suffixes have the form —Ce—, where /e/ can alternate with /a/,
Jo/. Stems derived by means of these suffixes behave like {+E}-
roots with respect to the choice of the following allomorph. More-
over, the final vowel of {+ E}-roots and of these suffixes participate
in some phonemic alternations which do not occur elsewhere (see
3.4.3). Thus, the final vowels of such suffixes can be assumed
to represent the morphoneme {E}. All stems derived by these
suffixes will be referred to as {+FE}-stems. To illustrate the mor-
phophonemic behavior of derived {+E}-stems, each of the follow-
ing examples presents a verb in the Future 3s¢ form and in the
Object-Focus 3sG form (for transitive verbs) or in the 2PL form
(for intransitive verbs), see 3.4.1.1-3.4.1.3.

(88) 3ej-re- ‘bring, put in’:

Sej-re-t-u-m Sej-re-m-le
enter-CAUS-FUT-0-TR:35G enter-CAUS-OF-35G
ege-te- ‘put, install’:

ege-te-t-u-m ege-te-m-le
stand-CAUS-FUT-0-TR:35G stand-CAUS-OF-3(SG)
legi-te- ‘feed, give food’:

legi-te-t-u-m legi-te-m-le
eat-CAUS-FUT-0-TR:3SG eat-CAUS-OF-3(3G)
i-de- ‘catch’

1-de-t-u-m 1-de-m-le

be.caught-CAUS-FUT-0-TR:35G  be.caught-CAUS-OF-38G
Jube-ge- ‘get full, satisfied”:

jube-ge-t-i Jube-ge-j-met
be.full-INCH-FUT-INTR:35G be.full-INCH-INTR-2PL
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lep-de- ‘eat’ (vi):

len-de-t-1 len-de-3-met
eat-DETR-FUT-INTR:3SG eat-DETR-FUT-INTR-2PL
gamie-d’e- ‘help’ (vi):

gamie-d’e-t-1 gamie-d’e-J-met
help-DETR-FUT-INTR:3SG  help-DETR-FUT-INTR-2PL

3.4.3. Alternations in {+F}-stems

In most environments, the morphoneme {E} is represented by the
phoneme /e/. This subsection describes other possible phonemic
instantiations of {F} and their phonological and morphological
conditions.

3.4.3.1. In the non-productive derivational suffixes -GFE- and -dE-,
{E} is represented by /a/ in back stems (see 2.4.3.3-2.4.3.4).

3.4.3.2. Before the Diminutive marker -de-, the Imperfective
marker -nu-, the Habitual marker -nun-, and the Inferential
marker -l'el-, {F} is represented as /é/ in front stems and as
/a/ in back stems.

(89) Front stems

terike-die ‘tiny old woman’
old.woman-DiMm

gr-n'é-nu-j ‘(he} was shouting’
shout-PRPR-IPFV-INTR:35G

ef-re-nun-d i ‘(we) used to walk’
walk-NONIT-HAB-INTR:1PL

n'u-te-l'el-u-m ‘(he) gave a name’

name-PRPR:CAUS-INFR-(-TR:3SG

(90) Back stems

colhora-die ‘tiny hare’
hare-DIM

Sohu-3a-nu-m ‘(he) is losing’
get.lost-CAUS-IPFV-TR:35G

gamie-d’a-nun-1 ‘(he) used to help’

help-DETR-HAB-INTR:35G
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jog-ta-i’el-u-m ‘(he) must have brought’
reach-CAUS-INFR-0-TR:3SG

3.4.3.3. {E} is dropped when a vowel-initial suffix is attached. If
a vowel-initial suffix is attached to a vowel-final {—E}-stem, an
epenthetic consonant (most. often, /1/) is inserted (see 3.5.1).

(91) {+E}-stems

gr-n'e- gr-n'-ie- ‘begin to shout’
shout-PRPR-INGR-

caharn’e- caharn’-a- ‘hegin to behave
be.fastidious-INGR- fastidiously’

am-de- am-d-o- ‘be dead’
die-NONIT-RES-

len-de- len-d-ol’- ‘be hungry’

cat-DETR-DESD-

(92) {—F}-stems

erie-  erie-1-ie- ‘begin to hate’
hate-0-INGR-

a- a-l-a- ‘begin to make’
make-0-INGR-

as’-  as’i-l-o- ‘be stretched’
stretch-RES-

Jug-  jup-l-ol’- ‘want to see’

sce-(-DESD-

3.5, Epenthetic submorphs

In a number of cases, epenthetic submorphs arc employed in order
to avold vowel clustering or word-final consonant clustering. These
phenomena are characteristic of verb morphology.

3.5.1. Epenthetic -I-

Before vowel-initial morphs the epenthetic submorph -I- is inserted
after the final vowel of the stem (93a) and after /7/ (93b). The
final {E} of a stem is replaced by the suffix (93¢). In some cases,
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both variants are possible (93d). This phenomenon is exempli-
fied in (93) by the Resultative Nominal forms (suffix -0}, see also

3.4.3.3.
(93) a. oho- oho-l-ol
tadi- tadi-I-ol
tottu-  tottu-l-ol
b. ukej- ukej-I-ol
kebej kebej-1-ol
Jejrej-  Sejrej-i-ol
¢. fine- fin-ol
ejre- ejr-ol
tbal’e-  ibil’-ol
d. kimd’r- kimd’-ol ~ kimd’i-I-ol
modo-  mod-6l ~ modo-I-ol

3.5.2. Epenthetic -u-

‘stand’
‘give’
stick’
‘exit’

igo‘.'

‘run away’
‘chop’
‘walk’
icr}r!‘
‘ight’
‘sit, stay’

If the final morph is represented by a single consonant /m/, /t/,
/1/ and the preceding morph ends in a consonant (except /7/), the
cpenthetic submorph -u- (less frequently, -i-) is inserted in order

to avoid consonant clustering:

sar-u-m

cover-0-TR:358G
Sarile-§-u-m
color-CAUS-0-TR:35G
Sow-Uel-u-m
enter-INFR-(-TR:38G
jag-te-t-u-m
arrive-CAUS-FUT-0-TR:38G
b.  Sgrile-3-u-t
color-cAUS-0-FUT(TR:15G)
Sar-u-t
cover-0-FUT(TR:1SG)

(94) a.

‘(he} covered’
‘(he) painted’
‘(he) has entered’
‘(he) will bring’
“(I) will paint’

“(I) will cover’
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c. Sog-u-l ‘(it was X who) entered’
enter-0-SF
ejrie-Uel-u-1 ‘(it was X who) walked’
walk-INFR-0-SF
ejre-t-u-1 ‘(it is X who} will walk’

walk-FUT-0-SF

4, Word stress

Polysyllabic roots fall into two main groups:

1. If a root contains at least one heavy syllable, i.e., a syllable of
the structure (C)VC or (C}V, the stress is placed on the last
heavy syllable.

(95) Disyllabic stems:
‘a=s’e ‘domestic deer’
Sup=te ‘throughout’
no='ht  ‘thimble’
le='gul ‘food’
pa="wae ‘elder sister’
fol="na ‘woodpecker’
fas='qul ‘paw’
ma="but ‘lasso’

(96} Trisyllabic stems:
$a=na=taq ‘fur coat’
§o="hun=me ‘lichen’
‘Sop=d’i=le ‘spring’
ar=nu="1a ‘glutton’
a=To=je ‘a kind of fish’
do=lo="lok  ‘just so’
‘Col=ho=r0  ‘hare’

2. If a root contains no heavy syllables, the final syllable is
stressed:
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(97) jo="po ‘evil’
mi= no ‘raft’
mo="ho ‘hat’

Sg—ri="le  ‘color, flower’
cg=bi="ne ‘spear’

However, there is a small group of disyllabic roots of the structure
(C)V = CE which are stressed on the initial syllable.

(98) ‘le=me  ‘what’
‘ko=d’e ‘larva’
'‘mu=re ‘shoe’

If a new heavy syllable is created in the course of derivation, the
stress is moved to the last heavy syllable of the stem. It can
be either the final syllable of the root (if it is “closed” by the
following suffix), or a suffix. The former possibility is illustrated
by augmentative derivatives in -tke (see (81)}):

(99) ‘em=d’e em='d’et=ke ‘younger sibling’
‘Sow=he  Sow="hot=ke ‘plate’
‘an=d’e  an='d’et=ke  ‘prince, elder’
‘Cam-—~d’e cam="d’et=-ke ‘oar’

The shift of stress to a suffix is illustrated by causative derivatives
in -dE-(j)- (see (41}-(42)} (both intransitive and causative verbs
are given in the form of 3sG):

{100) sel’="ges’ ‘break’ (vi) Jel’=ge='dejm ‘break’ (vt)
dide="ges’ ‘lengthen’ (vi) d&ide=ge="'dejm ‘lengthen’ (vt)

jom="ges’ ‘rotate’ vi) jom=ge="dejm ‘surround’
Ja=ba="has’ ‘hit’ (vi) Sfa=ba=ha="dajm ‘hit (vt.)’
amn - las’ ‘fall in’ am=Ila="daym ‘swallow’
3asa--'has’ ‘tear’ (vi) Sasa=ha="dajm ‘tear’ {vt)

Generally, finite verb inflectional suffixes can be stressed in accor-
dance with the same phonological rule; the nonverbal inflection
(including non-finite verb forms) cannot attract the word stress.






Chapter 4

Parts of speech and inflectional
paradigms

This chapter introduces a classification into parts of speech which
forms the basis for the further morphological description. Since
major classes of lexical items are distinguished morphologically,
the chapter also introduces major inflectional patterns, nominal
and verbal (Section 1), and a minor locative pattern (2.2} which
is characteristic of spatial adverbs and postpositions.

The most typologically important feature of the Yukaghir part-
of-speech system is the absence of adjectives {Krejnovich 1982:97-
112). This issue is discussed in Section 3.

Closed word classes and their inflectional features are outlined
in Section 4.

1. Nouns vs. verbs

There are two major inflectional paradigms, nominal (1.1) and
verbal {(1.2). Thus, nouns and verbs are easily distinguished mor-
phologically (1.3).

1.1, Nominal paradigm

The nominal inflection comprises a Plural marker, Possessive
markers, and Case markers, ordered according to the following
scheme (the derivational size markers follow the Plural marker):

(101) Nominal inflection: X-NUMBER-(SIZE)-POSSESSIVE-CASE

Here are some instances of this pattern:
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(102) a. pulut-pe-die-lek ‘little old men’
old.man-PL-DIM-PRED
b. pude-p-te-gen ‘(flying) above them’
above-PL-POSS-PROL
c. Sa-tege-le ‘(by) big tree’

tree-AUG-INSTR

There are also a non-referential Attributive form in -d/-n and two
verbal forms, Stative and Proprietive (see 1.3). For further infor-
mation on nominal inflection, see Chapter 5.

1.2. Verbal paradigm

The verb paradigm falls into several sub-paradigms: finite forms,
Attributive forms, Nominal forms, and Converbs (non-finite
switch-reference forms). The finite non-imperative inflection com-
prises polarity markers, tense/mood markers, and agreement
markers, ordered as shown by the following scheme:

(103) Finite non-imperative inflection:
AFF+IRLS-+NEG+ V-INFR/PRSP-PL-FUT-(IN)TR;PERSON

Some examples:

(104) a. modo-l'el-pi-te-j ‘(they) probably live’
Sit-INFR-3PL-FUT-INTR
b. m-et+jaga-je ‘(T} would reach’
AFF-IRLS-reach-INTR:1SG
c. el+iks't-Uel-gi ‘(they) did not catch’
NEG+-catch-INFR-3PL:INTR
d. el+jeniu-moz ‘(he} will not sleep’

NEG-sleep-PRSP{NEG:3SG)

The Imperative sub-paradigm is organized according to the scheme
in (4-5):

(105) Imperative inflection: NEG+V-PL-IMP/PROH-PERSON

This scheme is illustrated by the following examples:
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(106) a. el+a-pyi-le-k ‘do not make {PL)’
NEG | make-PL-PROH-2
b. ide-pi-ge-n ‘let them sew’

sew-PL-IMP-3

For examples of the Action Nominal and of the Active Attributive
form, see 3.1. For a detailed description of verb inflection, see
Chapter 6.

1.3. Relationship between the major paradigms

Given the existence of nominal forms, in particular, of the Ac-
tion Nominal, the nominal paradigm can be taken to constitute a
subpart of the verb paradigm; see the following examples, where
nominal inflectional suffixes are attached to verb stems:

(107) a. tat nodo-pe lagin  gon-i
CA bird-PL AD:DIR go-INTR:3SG
Saqal’a-nu-p-te-pin
[gather-IPFV-PL-POSS-DAT|
‘Then she went to where the birds gathered.” [F5]

b. touke-pul oj-d’e-p-ki
[dog-PL  bark-DETR-PL-POSS]
medi-s’
be.perceivable-PFVIINTR:38G
‘The dogs started barking.” [F54]

Note that there is no overt marker of the Action Nominal in these
forms, so that nominal inflectional markers are attached directly to
a verb stem (the overt Action Nominal marker appears in Singular
non-Possessive forms, see 5.1.4.3).

Conversely, the nominal stems can attach the verbal inflectional
markers only in the Stative form (108a) (see 5.5.5.2) or in the
Proprietive form (108h) (see 5.5.5.1}

(108) a. er-ce pugil’+no-el-d’ek
[be.bad-ATTR| son.in.law+-STAT-INFR-INTR:2SG
“You proved to be a bad son-in-law.’ [F18§]
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b. ja-n kojpe-d- ug-n'e-g
three-ATTR  boy-ATTRAchild-PRPR-INTR:38G
‘She had three sons.” [F'55]

Thus, verbs can be defined as lexical units having the verb
paradigm; nouns, as lexical units having only the nominal
paradigm.

2. Adverbs

2 1. Generelities

Adverbs have little morphology and no inflection, with the ex-
ception of spatial adverbs which have a locative paradigm (2.2).13
For adverbs based on numeral and pronominal stems, see 7.1.2;
sce also 5.5.3 for the Temporal form of nouns.

Adverbs can be derived from qualitative verbs by means of the
suffix -n (sec 4.3.3). This suffix is found also in a few synchronically
non-derived adverbs:

{109) Non-derived adverbs in -n:
anan  ‘on purpose, purposely’
kadin  ‘right, in a proper way’
medin  ‘just, only just, as soon as’
Just, only just,
molin  ‘only, hardly, barely’
olmon ‘merely’
Sobin  ‘quictly, calmly’, etc.
q ¥y ¥

A few adverbs can take markers of degree, -d’E for the Diminutive
degree {cf. Krejnovich 1982:105), -Aote for the Superlative degree.

(110) Diminutive adverbs
juke = juke-d’e ‘far’
olhi-n = olhi-d'a ‘straightforwardly’
ceru-n > ceru-d’e  ‘slowly, quietly’

(111) A Supecrlative adverb
como-n = domo-hote ‘very, very much’
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Table 9. Locative paradigm

Locative (at)

ada Jitke jobi kejie

{be) there (be) far away {be} in forest (be) in front
Prolative {at/by)

ada-n jike-n jobi-n kejie-n
{move) there | (move) far away {move) in forest | {move) in front
Ablative {from

ada-t jike-t jobi-t kejie-t

from there from far away from forest from the front
Directional {towards)

ada-yide juke+lanifn) jobi-lagifn) kejie-gude
thither towards far away | towards forest forwards

Note that a marker of degree replaces the adverbial suffix -n.
A few adverbs can derive qualitative verbs by means of the
suffix -mie- (see 6.3.6.4.2).

2.2, Locative paradigm

The spatial adverbs have a locative paradigm, which comprises
Locative (unmarked), Prolative, Ablative, and Directional, as
shown in Table 9.

The formal opposition between the Locative, the Prolative, and
the Ablative is quite regular and productive; in particular, a num-
ber of recent borrowings from Russian take the Prolative and Abla-
tive marking, cf. bejd’ie ‘everywhere’ (Russian vezde with the same
meaning), bejd’ie-n, bejd’ie-f. The same opposition constitutes a
fragment of the nominal local inflection (see 5.4.2.5). The forma-
tion of the Directional is irregular and involves, in a few cases, the
postposition lapi ‘towards’ (7.3.2.3) (Krejnovich 1982:159-161).
The functions of these forms are illustrated in (112).

(112) a. tudel jobi modo-1'el tap pulut
he  inforest live-INFR(3sG) that old.man
‘He lived in forest, that old man.’ [F3|

b. «<...> met ejmie-n ada-n
I across-PROL here-PROL
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pugeze-s’
dart-PFV:INTR:35G
‘... he darted out right there, at the other side.’

c. kejie-gude tapd’et cugo-n gndie jodu-ge
front-DIR  CA quick-ADV brook turn-LOC
joda-j-Uel
turn-PFV-INFR{3SG)

‘Then he quickly walked further forward and
disappeared behind the turn of the brook.” {F34]

d. upgrpe-p-ki beyd’ie-t
children-PL-POSS everywhere-ABL
kelu-nu-n1

come-IPFV-3PLINTR
‘His children came from everywhere.” [F55]

A number of spatial adverbs are formally identical with postposi-
tions (see 7.3).

3. Attributes and properties

3.1. Attributive forms of nouns and verbs
Both nouns and verbs can be used as noun modifiers. A noun
can occur in this position either in the morphologically unmarked

(nominative) form or in the Attributive (non-referential) form in
-d ~ -n

(113) Unmarked modifiers  Attributive forms

meme Cuge meme-n qar
‘trace of a/the bear’ ‘bear skin’

afe Cuge ace-n gmgede
‘trace of a/the deer’  ‘deer saddle’
Sagale nume Saqale-n ferma
‘house of a/the fox’  “fox farm’

For details on nominal modifiers, see 5.5.1, 8.2.
A verb can occur as a noun modifier either in a designated
Attributive form (114) (see 6.1.2) or in the Action Nominal form
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in - (115) (see 6.1.3.3). The examples in (114} illustrate only the
Active Attributive form in -j{F). For another (Passive) Attributive
form, see 6.1.2.1.

{114) a.

(115) a.

id’n tet kie-s’e Soromo tite jus’e
now you [come-ATTR| person as breath
pesse-j-k

release-PFV-IMP:2SG
‘Now, since you have just arrived, catch your breath.’

<..> ta oho-d’e §ol-ge
[there stand-ATTR] tree-LOC
mot-ta-{’el-na
51t-CAUS-INFR-3PL: TR
. they put her on a tree growing there.” [F37]

tat ege-te-s’-u-l gr-de-get

CA [stand.up-CAUS-ITER-0-ANR| shout-POSS-ABL
meZZe-j-l'el-yt

awakc-PFV-INFR-3PL:INTR

‘Then they awoke because of his arousing shout.” [K4]

. kel-u-1 Soromo mon-i <...>

fcome-0-ANR] man  say-INTR:3SG
‘The man who came said: ...’

For a detailed description of relative clauses, see 711.3.

3.2, Qualitative verbs

Most words signifying qualities constitute a subclass of verbs (Kre-
jnovich 1982:97-112), insofar as they have the full finite paradigm
(116) (as described 1.2} and all non-finite forms, with the notable
exception of converbs for most qualitative stems (see 3.3 for adver-
bial usc of the qualitative verbs). In particular, these words take
the verbal Attributive (117) or Action Nominal (118) form when
used as noun modifiers {(cf. (114)-(115)).
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(116) a.

(117) a.

(118) a.

tds  pen omo-s’ fumu
here it  good-INTR:3sG | all
omo-te-3

good-FUT-INTR:38G
“This is a nice place, everything will be good.’ [FF31]

ta omo-1’el-te-3, Cugte

there good-INFR-FUT-INTR:3SG always
poj-ne-l’el-te-j

light-QLT-INFR-FUT-INTR:3SG

‘It must be good there, it is always sunny bright.’ [F2]

godo modo-jemet? omo-s’il’i
how sit-INTR:2PL good-INTR:1PL
‘How are you? Good.’ [I]

tudel dine-de-j-ne ot+omo-lel

[he  hew-35G-DS-COND| IRLS-good-INFR{3SG)
‘If he had hewed, it would have been

good.” (Krejnovich 1982:169)

ejre-din omo-ge-n
[walk-sUP] good-IMP-35G
‘May it be good to walk.’

0, naha omo-s’e Soromo-k kel-u-l
Intj [very good-ATTR| person-PRED come-0-SF
‘Wow, a very good man has come!” [F15]

met-in  er-ée n’er-ek kej-nile

[-DAT [bad-ATTR| clothes-PRED give-3PL:OF
“They gave me bad clothes.” [K5]

tat omo-l and’e-gi  bojs’e

CA {good-ANR| eye-POSS entirely

piede-j-Uel

burn-PFV-INFR(35G)

‘Thus, his good eye was completely burned.” [F31]
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b. lige-! eru-1 alme tat
[o)d-ANR] [bad-ANR] shaman ca
Sequze-l'el
run.away-INFR(3SG}

‘The bad old shaman ran away.” [F44]

Besides being deficient with respect to the converb formation,
qualitative verbs have a number of derivational peculiarities; in
other words, they constitute a morphologically distinguishable
subclass of verbs (see 6.3.5.3, 6.3.6.3, 6.3.6.4, 6.4.3.3.2).1 Yet
their major inflectional categories, as well as the verb-like Attribu-
tive marking, prevent them from making up an autonomous class

of “adjectives”.!?

3.3, Adverbial use of qualitative verbs

A remarkable peculiarity of qualitative verbs is their adverbial use,
which seems to be directly related to the absence of converbs in
their inflectional paradigm. First, a number of qualitative verbs
derive adverbs by means of the suffix -n:

(119) cugo- > dugo-n
‘be quick’ ‘quick, quicker’
omo- > omo-n
‘be good’ ‘entirely, very much’
fero- > feru-n
‘be quiet, slow’ ‘slowly, quietly’
domo- >  fomo-n
‘be big, great’ ‘very much’
aZo- > afo-n
‘be early’ ‘carly’

Cf. the following examples:
(120) a. pon aZo-lel
it  early-INFR(3SG)
‘It was carly.’
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b. irk-id’e  ugujel-me afo-n
one-ITER morning-TMP early-ADvV
meZze-Ce

awake-PFVINTR:18G
‘Once I got up early in the morning.” [K2]

Furthermore, some qualitative verbs can be used adverbially, i.e.,
to modify predicates or attributes, in the short Attributive form
in -j~-s’ (see 8.3.3):
(121) a. tet pgnme omo-s’ ad-t moj-k
your mind good-ATTR firm-ATTR hold-IMP:35G
‘Stand firmly by your ideas.’ [F22]

b. gristos tamun jola-t lebie-le omo-s’
Christ that  after-ABL earth-INSTR good-ATTR
Jug-m

see-TR:38G
‘Since then, Christ could see the earth well.” [F9]

c. tet  eri-s’ mit joulus’-ol mon-te-jek
you bad-ATTR |we ask-RNR| say-FUT-INTR:2SG
“You have answered our question badly
(—=wrongly).” [F31]

Such a construction is absolutely impossible for ordinary verbs
{(which can be used adverbially only in one of the Converb forms,
see 6.1.4).

3.4. Nonverbal qualitative stems

There are two pairs of qualitative stems which do not fit into the
classification outlined above. A first pair comprises the stems juku-
‘small’ and éom{o)- ‘big’. In some frozen collocations, these stems
can be used attributively without any marking.
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(122) juku+jonia a kind of goose

small+goose
com+parna ‘raven’
big.crow

como+cohojo  ‘sword’
big+knife

The counterpart verb stems end in -o-, juk-o- ‘be small’ and
com-6- ‘be big’ (see £.3.6.1).

A second pair consists of the stems dugl’e ‘old, ancient’ {used
almost only in the collocation éugl’e omni ~ cugl’e-d+omnz ‘an-
cient people’}, and #'l’e ‘new, fresh, (anjother’. The latter stem
can be used attributively without marking (123a), in the nomi-
nal attributive form in -d/~n (123b), or with the Action Nominal
marker (123c}:

(123) a. <...> gam-un d'l’e Soromo-k kel-u-l
how.many-ATTR new person-PRED come-(}-SF

[4

. how many new people came into the world?’ [K1]

b. <...» l’le~-d+uio-k moj-mele
new-ATTR+guUn-PRED hold-OF:3sG
‘... heis holding a new gun.’ [FF52]

c. tat gon-u-t l’e-l  Soromo duge-k
|so go-0-SS:IPFV| new-ANR person trace-PRED
num-mele
find-0OF:3sG

‘She went and found traces of other people.” [F54]

Both stems seem to be derived by the same suffix -/’e from the
adverb cug ‘already’ and the pronoun éle ‘(an)other’ respectively
(cf. 7.1.1.3, 71.4.5). The stem il I’e has the verbal counterpart in
-0-, #'l’-0- ‘be new’. See also 7.1.2.1 for the qualitative pro-forms.

4. Closed classes

There are five closed classes of items: pronouns and related pro-
forms, numerals, postpositions, particles and inferjections. Pro-
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nouns and numerals have rich morphology which comprises nom-
inal, verbal, attributive and adverbial forms (see 7.1, 7.2). Some
postpositions have the locative paradigm and the Possessive mark-
ers (see 7.3, 8.5).



Chapter 5

Nominal morphology

1. Formation of major categories

Major nominal inflectional categories are Number, Case and Pos-
sessive. The markers are agglutinated to a stem or to each other
as represented by the following scheme (“X” stands for stem; see
also Tables 10, 11):

(124} X-NUMBER-POSSESSIVE-CASE

The whole paradigm is compatible with nouns and all Nominal
verb forms; the non-Possessive sub-paradigm, with interrogative,
demonstrative and indefinite pronouns (see 7.1.2, 7.1.3, 7.1.4), the
Case sub-paradigm, with personal pronouns {7.1.1).

Table 10. Non-Possessive subparadigm!®

Singular Plural
{—E}-stems {+E}-stems

Nominative | X-0 X-pul X-pe
Predicative | X-lek ~ X-{e)k | X-p-lek ~ X-pul-ek | X-pe-lek ~ X-pe-k
Accusative X-Gele X-pul-gele X-pe-gele
Instrumental | X-(1je X-p-le X-pe-le
Dative X-pin X-pul-gin X-pe-pin
Locative X-Ge X-pul-ge X-pe-ge
Ablative X-Ge-t X-pul-ge-i X-pe-ge-t
Prolative X-Gen X-pul-ge-n X-pe-ge-n
Comitative X-n'e X-pul-n'e X-pe-n'e
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Table 11, Possessive subparadigm

Singular Plural

{—E}-stems {+F}-stems
Nominative X-Gi X-p-ki ~ X-pul-gi | X-pe-gi
Accusative X-de-jle ~ X-De-gele | X-p-te-jle X-pe-de-jle
Instrumental | X-De-le X-p-te-le X-pe-de-le
Dative X-D-in ~ X-De-gin X-p-t-in ~ X-pe-d-in ~

X-p-te-pin X-pe-de-nin

Locative X-De-ge X-p-te-ge X-pe-de-ge
Ablative X-De-ge-t X-p-te-ge-t X-pe-de-ge-t
Prolative X-De-ge-n X-p-te-ge-n X-pe-de-ge-n
Comitative X-De-n'e X-p-te-n'e X-pe-de-n'e

1.1. Plural formation

The Plural marker -p(ul)- is chosen after stems in {£}, -pe- other-
wise (as described in §8.3.4.1.4). The allomorphic variation -p- ~
-pul- is determined by the next morph, as shown in Table 10. The

final /I/ of a stem is normally dropped before the Plural marker
(see 1.2.)

1.1.1. Irregular Plural

There is one instance of irregular plural formation: ug ‘child’ =
ug-r-pe ‘children’ (see also 1.1.2 on this stem). However, if the
Plural marker is followed by the Possessive marker and signifies
the plurality of the Possessor (see 3.2.3), it is attached to the stem
in a regular way, cf. ug-pe-gi ‘their child’ and ug-r-pe-gi ‘his/their
children’.

1.1.2. “Frozen” Plural marker

In combination with three nominal stems, the Plural marker can
lose its meaning, so that a second Plural marker can be attached
in order to express the plurality of entities:

(125) kgj ~ kojl  kej-pe  kgj-pe-pul ‘boy, man, male’
paj ~ pajl  paj-pe  pag-pe-pul ‘woman, female’
ud ugr-pe  ugr-pe-pul  ‘child.’
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In all cases, the simple stem (without the “frozen” Plural morph) is
still in use (126), so that there arises a three-way contrast between
Number forms. The stems kg7 ‘boy, man’, ug ‘child’ can attach
the Plural marker with the expected plural meaning (127). The
stem paj does not attach the regular Plural marker, i.e., the first
Plural marker cannot signify plurality when attached to this stem.

(126) a. tamun-ge tayp pajl mol-lel <. >
this-LOC that woman say-INFR{3SG)
‘Then this woman said: ..." [F]]

b. tay keg tabun medi-delle  alme-lek
[that boy that hear-ss:PFV] shaman-PRED
ans’‘-mele
search-OF:38G
“That boy heard that and began to search for a
shaman.’ [F44]

c. tude ug-pin MON-1 <...>
his  child-DAT say-INTR:35G
‘He said to his child: ...’ [F48§]

(127) a. d’e kgj-pe cumut Zagal-a-yi
DP man-PL all gather-INGR-INTR:3PL
‘Well, all men began to gather.” [F54]

b. tat tintay uegr-pe irk-in terikie-die-ge
Ca that child-PL one-ATTR old.woman-DIM-LOC
1aga-nt
arrive-INTR:3PL
‘Then those children came to an old woman.” [F26]

The “frozen” combinations paj-pe, kgj-pe can be used as the Sin-
gular forms (128); for the form wugr-pe this is impossible, i.e., it
always has the meaning of plurality. However, this stem can at-

tach the second Plural marker, with an unclear semantic impact
(see (129¢)).

(128) a. tap pajpe ataqu-n  ug-ne-lel
that woman two-ATTR child-PRPR-INFR(33G)
‘That woman had two children.” [F07]
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b.

(129) a.

wrkin kgipe-die-k I’e-l
one boy-DIM-PRED be-SF
‘There was one boy’ {F36]

mit kgjpe-pul cul-e NUGU-RUNRNYU-1 G
our men-PL meat-INSTR find-HAB-TR:35G
‘Our men used to find meat {= be successful in
hunting).” [K1]

. pagpe-pul tittel jolat kebe-j-Uel-ni

women-PL they after go.away-PFV-INFR-INTR:3PL
‘The women followed them.’ [F50]

. tude uprpe-pul-gele es’ie-n’it aj

[her children-PL-ACC father-CONN CP

legul-pe-de-jle pol-éi-lle

food-pPL-POSS-ACC pull.out-ITER-SS:PFV|

legi-te-m

eat-CAUS-TR:38G

‘She pulled out more of their food and fed her children
and their father.” [F23]

1.2. Comitative formation

Apart from the Comitative form in -n’e {see Table 10}, there used
to be a form in -n’e (Krejnovich 1982:44, 48), now practically
obsolete. In my corpus, there is only one example of this form:

(130)

tat  ayci-t ejre-t ace-gi
|cA search-ss:IPFV] [walk-SS:IPFV| deer-POSS
kurcep-n’o n'aha nu-l’el-mele

crane-COM together find-INFR-OF:3SG
‘She walked, searched and found his deer (lying)
together with a crane.” [K3]

The functional distinction between the two Comitative forms can
be reconstructed as following: the Comitative in -n’0 used to mark
NPs associated with the non-subject participants, while the form
in -n’e had been used only for “companions” of the subject partic-
ipant. Now, the latter form is easily applied in both environments
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(see 4.2.3 for further details).

The suffix -n’E- functions in two modes, as the Comitative
marker and as the Proprietive marker with a meaning like ‘have X,
be (provided) with X’, where X is signified by the nominal stem
(see 4.2.3, 5.5.1). The combination of the Proprietive and the
same-subject Imperfective suffix - has been frozen as a distinct
Comitative marker. This complex marker has the form -n’-u-t (-
n’- + -t) after {+E'}-stems, -n'i-t (< -n'e- + -t) after {+F}-stems
{see 3.3.4.1.6), cf. Jal-n’it ‘with a tree’ and SoromE-n'ui ‘with a
man’.

1.5. Possessive forms

The Possessive marker is -Gz in the Nominative, -De- otherwise.
The Possessive sub-paradigm lacks the Predicative case (the Pos-
sessive Nominative is used instead; see 4.1.2, 4.1.3).

The combination of the Possessive and the Dative markers re-
sults, in the vast majority of cases, in the short form in -d-in. The
full form in -de-pin is also possible, but occurs only in few cases,
as an optional variant of the short form, e.g., nume-pe-de-pin ~
nume-pe-d-in ‘in/to their house’.

The Accusative marker -gele commonly takes the form -jle after
the Possessive marker. The full variant is also possible, but very
infrequent. The choice of a variant does not depend on the stem,
as shown by the following pairs of forms:

{131) -de-jle -de-gele
iri-de-jle iri-de-gele ‘belly’
n'umud’i-de-jle  n'umud’i-de-gele ‘axe’
gar-de-jle gar-de-gele ‘skin’

1.4. Consonantal stems
1.4.1. Instrumental and Predicative markers

The initial /I/ of a case marker is dropped after a consonant. This
is lustrated below by the Instrumental forms.
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(132) Nominative Instrumental

gin'el’ Sin'el’-e ‘snare’

eks’tl’ eks’il’-e ‘hoat’

pulut pulut-e ‘old man, husband’
Sasqul SasSqul-e ‘paw, hand, foot’

Ag a result, the two variants of the Predicative marker (see Table
10) are not distinguished after stems in /I/, /U’/ (see 4.1.3 on the
function of this variation).

1.4.2. Stems in /I/, /U/

The final /I/, /I’/ of a stem may but need not be dropped before
the Plural marker 133) and before the Possessive marker (134).

(133) Singular Plural

odul odu-pe ~ odul-pe “Yukaghir’
qoil goj-pe ~ gojl-pe ‘god’
Sal Sa-pe ~ Sal-pe ‘tree’

marqil’  margi-pe ~ margil’-pe ‘girl’

(134) Non-possessive Possessive

anil anil-gi ~ ani-gi ‘fish’
cul cul-gi ~ cu-gi ‘meat’
lagil lagi-gi ~ lagil-gi ‘tail’
marqil’ margi-gt ~ margil’-gi  ‘girl’

1.4.3. The Action Nominal and the Result Nominal

The formal variation described in 1.4.2 applies to the Action Nom-
inal and the Result Nominal verb forms (the markers -{ and -4l re-
spectively, see 6.1.3.1). In this case, the variation appears to have
a functional burden, namely, it distinguishes verb forms (where /I/
is dropped obligatorily) and nouns resulting from lexicalization of
those forms (where /I/ is not dropped), cf.:

(135) Verb forms Nouns
uj-g¢ ‘his working’ uj-{-gi ‘his job’
jann-uo-gi ‘what he has sent’ jan-n-uol-g¢ ‘his request’
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2. Functions of the Possessive markers

The grammatical Possessive relation covers a wide range of re-
lationships between entities. As in many languages, it clusters
around three mcanings, the part-whole relationship (136a), kin-
ship (136b), and belonging {136c). For further details on the se-
mantics of grammatical Possession, see 8.2.

The bound Possessive suffixes -gi, -de- mark the Possessive re-
lation between the referent of the noun phrase and some third
person/entity which is not the subject of the clause within which
the noun phrase occurs (136a). In particular, the controller of the
Possessive marking can serve as a modifier within the same NP
{136b)-(136¢). If the same relation holds between the referent and
the first or the second person, or between the referent and the
subject participant of the clause, the Possessive forms of personal
pronouns must be used (see 7.1.1.2).

(136) a. tat nume-yin gon-delle tude terike-gele
[CA house-DAT go-$$:PFV] his wife-ACC
apd’e-de-jle  ulte-m
eye-POSS-ACC bind-TR:38G
“Then he went home and bound his wife’s eyes.” [F2§]

b. tude ugrpe-pu ugrpe-p-ki legi-te-t
[his child-PL child-PL-POSS eat-CAUS-SS:IPFV]
kic-u-t suitan’e-t ligu-mu-{-gele
[teach-0-8S:IPFV] [bustle-sS:IPFV] old-INCH-ANR-ACC
el+lejds 1 Fugn gon-ta-j-1’el-u-m
[NEG+know-PRV| go-CAUS-PFV-INFR-0-TR:3SG
‘He fed and taught his grandchildren (lit. children of
his children), bustled, and did not notice how he grew
old’ (lit. ‘He carried his growing old without knowing
it.”) [K4]

c. tinfay pulun-die-gele pugedan’d’e
that  old.man-DIM-ACC king
nume-d-in gon-te-m Saqgale
house-POSS-DAT go-CAUS-TR:3SG fox
‘The fox brought that old man to the house of the
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king.” [F15]

The Possessive marking can be used for anaphoric reference to the
Possessor outside the clause:

{137) a. tamun-ge tantay pulut eymunde-gi tadi-mele
that-LOC that  old.man half-POSs  give-OF:3sG
‘Then the old man gave her half of it.’ [F15]
b. apd’e-gi jowl-a-I’el
eye-POSS ache-INGR-INFR(35G)
‘His eyes began to ache.’ [F48|

Note that the Possessive marking need not be applied if the Pos-
sessor 18 a modifier within the same noun phrase:

(138) a. <...> $gjl’bul iril-get ulegera-die lebie-ge
mouse belly-ABL straw-DIM earth-LOC
lpudi-s’
fell-INTR:3SG
‘...a straw fell from the belly of the mouse onto the
ground.’ [F11]

b. mit numg ejmunde Cup
our house half already
pie-de-s’
burn-DETR-PFV:INTR:35G
‘A half of our house has already burnt! [F53]

For factors determining the choice between zero vs. Possessive
marking within an NP, see 8.2.2

If attached to the Action Nominal or to the Result Nominal,
the Possessive suffix cross-references the subject of the nominal
clause, as in (140b), (151); see 9.1.2.1 for details.

3. Functions of the Number forms

8.1. Functions of the Singular
3.1.1. Singularity

If an NP has a specific referent, the Singular form signifies that
the referent is a single entity (except for cases discussed in 3.1.2).
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(139) a. touke aj oj-d’-a-j
dog  CP bark-DETR-INGR-INTR:3SG
‘The dog began to bark again.’ [K3]

b. irk-in tolow-lek kudede-lel-mele
one-ATTR deer-PRED kill-INFR-OF;35G
‘She killed one deer.” [F18

See also (136Db), (137).

3.1.2. Singular with inherently plural and dual nouns
Therc are some nominal stems signifying multiple-entity objects,
so that the Singular form refers to multiple entities {140a)-(140b).
In particular, this is the case for ethnonyms derived by means of
the morpheme d’z ‘people” (140c).
(140) a. <...> omni Jumu ipiu-lel-yi
people all fall.asleep-INFR-INTR:3PL
. all the people have fallen asleep.’ |F1|

b. met lebejd’s al’be-de-jle Jug-m
[my berries spill-POSS-ACC| see-TR:38G
‘She saw that my berries spilled.” [T2]

C. <...> Cagaden-ge modo-l omni-gele Ccaqaden-d’t

[[C-roc  sit-ANR| family-acc C.-people

mon-u-t n’as’pien-ge modo-l  ommni-gele,

say-0-ss:PFV] |[N.-LoC sit-ANR| family-acc

n'as’pien-d’t <...»

N.-people|

‘(They gave names to their families), by calling the

people living on the Chahadan River “Chahadan

people”, the people living on the Nyaspien River,

“Nyaspien people” ...’ [K]]

A number of nouns signifying entities which normally occur in
pairs (e.g., certain body parts, various kinds of shoes, etc.) usually
refer to a pair of entities in the Singular form (141). The singular
meaning is possible as well, but it has to be supported by the
numeral irk-in ‘one’ (142a)-(142b); another option to indicate the
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singular meaning is the word ejmunde ‘half’ (142c).

(141) a.

(142) a.

agd’e joho-da-j-l-u-ge-ne

[eye  open-CAUS-PFV-1|2-0-DS-COND|
emi-der-nu-j
dark—INCH:PFV-IPFV-INTR:38G

‘When I open my eyes, it darkens.’ [FF31]

tude jo-get nojl lapin  embe-j
his head-ABL foot AD:DIR [black-ATTR]
Sprile-le met-+ahita-j

color-INSTR REFL+paint-INTR:38G
‘(The crow) painted itself black from its head to
feet.” [F5)

tabun kezZe ejre-t lopd-o-gi tude
that [|[K. walk-ss:IPFv] dance-RNR-POSS his
koze mure-le

K. shoe-INSTR]

“That is where Koje has walked and danced in his
Koje-boots.” [F§]

trk-in agd’e kgdin-mej-te-j
one-ATTR eye  right-QLT-FUT-INTR:35G
‘One eye will be enough.’ [F31]

d’e irk-in noj-gi nume-ge  oho-j

DP one-ATTR leg-POSS house-LOC stand-INTR:3SG |
irk-in noj-gi pude  oho-j

onc-ATTR leg-P0OSS outside stand- INTR:38G

“Well, one of his legs is in the house, the other is
outside.” [F45]

tude kenme mure min-mele ejmunde-gi

his  partner shoe take-OF:35G half-POss |
mure ejmunde  ludu-n+mure-lek

shoe half | iron-ATTR+shoe-PRED.

‘He took his partner’s shoe, a shoe-half, an iron
shoe.” [F42]
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3.1.3. Generic reference
The Singular form is used if the NP has no specific referent.

(143) a. end’on-pin juko-d’e gnme-lek
animal-DAT be.small-ATTR intellect-PRED
a-mele

make-OF:38G
‘(God) provided animals with little intellect.” [F9]

b. tay kimnt dal-e cumu nlinZe-t-u-m
this whip tree-INSTR all fell- FUT-0-TR:35G
kugde-t

[knock.down-Ss:TPFV]
‘This whip will knock down and fell all trees.” [F19]

c. pulut-ki as’e nojdi-t
[husband-POss deer watch-$s:PFV]
equ-Zu-7

walk-ITER-INTR:3SG
‘Her husband herded deer.’ (of a profession). [F7]

3.1.4. Singular with numerals

In combination with numerals, the Singular form is generally used
(although in few cases the Plural form occurs in this environment
as well, see 3.2.1).

(144} a. ta atag-un tuis  lebie-k
there two-ATTR basket earth-PRED
al’be-3-mele
spill-CAUS-OF:38G
‘He spilled two baskets of soil there.” [F'31]

b, tpw-delle SesSpedanil’-ge tlek-un  éohojo-k
[closc-ss:PFV] door-LOC four-ATTR knife-PRED
n’'acaha-da-j-mele
pierce-CAUS-PFV-OF:35G
‘Having closed (it), he stuck four knives in the
door.’ [F45]
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c. purk-in foromo lew-je Soromo
|[seven-ATTR person  eat-ATTR] person
o-d’ek ell’e  met-ul lew-k
COP-INTR:28G DP | mec-ACC cat-IMP:2SG
“You have eaten seven people, have you? Try to eat
me!’

3.1.5. Singular with the verbs ninge- ‘be multiple, many’, éa- ‘be
few’

The Singular form is generally used in the context of scalar verbs

ninge- ‘be many’ and ¢a- ‘be few’ (although the Plural form is also

possible, see 3.2.1}):

(145) a. ninge-j nodo-k Sagal’a-1el-yi-1
[be.many-ATTR] bird-PRED assemble-INFR-3PL-SF
‘Many birds assembled.’

b. Soromo-ge gqojl ninge-j
person-LOC god be.many-INTR:38G
‘The human being has many gods’ [K4|
c. fa-je pod’ergo pon’o-1’el
be.few-ATTR day remain-INFR(3SG)
‘There are few days left.’

Note that if the quantified NP is the subject of the clause, the verb
agreement may be both plural (145a) and singular (145¢). Sec 8.3
for further details on the scalar quantificrs.

3.2. Functions of the Plural
3.2.1. Plurality
The Plural form signifies multiplicity of the entities referred to:
(146) a. met i Ve Soromo-pul-nin kie-s’e
I [here be-ANR| person-PL-DAT come-INTR:1SG
‘T have come to the people living here.” [F47]
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b. éohojo-pul n'umud’i-pe god+a-met?
knife-PL.  ax-PL how-make-TR:2PL
‘What have you done to the knives and the axes?’ [F55]

Very rarely, the Plural can be used after a numeral, or when the
multiplicity is signified by the verb ninge- ‘be many’ (see 3.1.4,
3.1.5):

(147) a. <...> purk-in Gul’dt  pulut-pe-lek
seven-ATTR fairy.tale old.man-PL-PRED
kel-ypi-i

come-3PL-SF
‘... seven ogres came.’ [F24]

b. ugrpe-p-ki-n ugr-pe  ninge-1i
children-PL-POSS-ATTR child-PL many-INTR:3PL
‘He has a lot of grandchildren.’ [K4]

The Plural form of a noun signifying a pair of entities marks mul-
tiplicity of pairs.
(148) tit mure-pe  kiel’e-g-pi-k!
your {PL) shoe-PL get.dry-CAUS-PL-IMP;2
‘Dry up your shoes!” [K5|

3.2.2. Plural of pronouns

The Plural marking can be applied to demonstrative, interroga-
tive, and indefinite pronouns.

(149) a. tamun-pe-gen medi-nu-de Jus-t
that-PL-PROL |hcar-IPFV-SS:ITER| [see-SS:IPFV|
gon-i
go-INTR:35G

‘He passed [these trees], listening and looking.’ [F31]

b. kin-pe-lek egu-gu-ni-1
who-PL-PRED walk-ITER-3PL-SF
‘Who (PL) would walk (here}?’ |F31}
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c. Sar-pe-lek kimd -1 godo-ni-1
something-PL-PRED [fight-SS:IPFV] lie-PL-SF
‘Some creatures are lying and fighting.’ [F31]

3.2.3. Plurality of Possessor

In the context of a Possessive marker, the Plural marker can sig-
nify either the plurality of the entities referred to by the noun
itself, or the plurality of the entities cross-referenced by the pos-
sessive marker, or both, so that a Possessive Plural form has three
readings, e.g., the form numg-pe-g¢ can mean ‘his houses’, ‘their
house’, or ‘their houses’. Some examples:

(150) a. es’ie-pe-gi 0j-l’e-ge titte emej  aZu-gele
[father-PL-POSS NEG-be-DS| their mother word-acc
el+medi-ni

NEG-perceive-3PLINTR
“When their father was absent, they did not obey their
mother.’ [F7}

b. es’ie-pe-gi titte ugr-pe-gele  jowlus’-pa
father-PL-POSS their child-PL-ACC ask-3PL:TR
‘The fathers asked their children.’ [F53]

Note that in these examples the ambiguity of the Possessive forms
is resolved by means of the verb agreement markers; cf. the Sin-
gular different-subject form in (150a) and the Plural finite form in
(150b).

In the Action Nominal (151a) and in the Result Nominal (151b)
form of verbs, the Plural marker signifies the plurality of the sub-
Ject. In most cases, such forms involve a Possessive marker cross-
referencing the subject, yet the Plural marking is also occasionally
possible in the absence of a possessive marker (151c).

(151) a. mon-pe-gi  medi-mele
[say-PL-POSS| hear-OF:3sG
‘He heard how they spoke.’ [F5]
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b. godo jaga-l-o-pe-gi tamun-gele
[how arrive-0-RNR-PL-POSS| that-ACC
el+lejde

NEG+know(NEG:35G)
‘He does not remember how they arrived.’

c. tud-in  mon-yi tet-kele  edie-s’-pe gojl
he-DAT say-3PL:INTR [you-ACC call-ITER-PL god
nume-gin
house-DAT)|
“They said to him that they called him to the house of
God.’

3.2.4. Plural marking of collective and uncountable nouns

The Plural marker applied to a collective noun (see 3.1.2) signifies
reference to a set of single entities, that is, this marking implies
the singulative, rather than the collective, reading of the stem.
This usage is common in contexts where some distinct members
of the group are referred to ({152b)-(152c}).

(152) a. tap tude lebejdi-pe-gele tap ul’egera-die-le
that her berry-PL-ACC that straw-DIM-INSTR
noh-u-m
string-0-TR:3SG
‘She strung her berries on the straw.” [T2]

b. irk-in mido-t ejre-1 omni-pe-ge
one-ATTR [{roam-$S:IPFV| walk-ANR] people-PL-LOC
alme-U'-el-yi
shaman-PRPR-INFR-INTR:3PL
‘One nomadic family had a shaman.’ [F34]7

c. ug+no-1 Soromo-pul pudegel’-di-pe-get
[child+-STAT-ANR] person-PL  P.-people-PL-ABL
cagaden-di-pe-get
C.-people-PL-ABL<...>
“Young people from the Pudegels, from the Chahadans
K3
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A similar “singulative” effect occurs if the Plural marking is applied
to nouns denoting substances (153a) or otherwise inherently singu-
lar objects (in (153b) below, the noun lebie ‘earth, land, ground’).
(153) a. pieje-p-te-ge n'acde-j pamne-j
cheek-PL-POSS-LOC [sharp-ATTR| [round-ATTR]
{udul-pe-lek  totta-Uel-pile
iron-PL-PRED fasten-INFR-3PL:OF
‘On his cheeks, they fastened some sharp round pieces
of iron.” [T1]

b. godit mit modo-l lebie-pe tat dejlu-kie-lel
why |we sit-ANR] earth-PL CA far-INCH-INFR(3SG)

‘Why are the places where we used to live that far
away now?’

4. Functions of the cases

4.1, Core cases
4.1.1. Introduction

The Yukaghir system of distinguishing the core participants, i.e.,
the single argument of an intransitive verb (S}, the agent (A) and
the patient/theme (O} arguments of a transitive verb, is compli-
cated by the following major factors:

1. The Focus marking by means of the Predicative case, which
1s compatible with S and O arguments only (Jochelson 1905),
see 4.1.3.18

2. The Nominative marking of third person participants under
the condition that A is first or second person (Jochelson 1905;
Krejnovich 1982:253), see 4.1.2.

3. The effect of person hierarchy and referentiality on the case
marking (cf. Krejnovich 1982:2321F), see 4.1.3-4.1.6.

The functions of cases involved in the system are preliminarily
represented in Table 12. The class of nominal phrases conven-
tionally referred to as “third person Anaphoric” here comprises
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Table 12. Case marking of core participants

1%¢ or 271 Person 37 Person
+Anaphoric | ~Anaphoric
A S Nominative
O if A is 15%-279 person Pronominal Nominative
Accusative
Focus (8, O) Predicative Nominative | Predicative
O if A is 3™ person Accusative Accusative / Instrumental

proper nouns (Krejnovich 1982:184), third person pronouns (Kre-
jnovich 1982:245), and Possessive noun phrases (where the head
noun either contains a bound Possessive marker or is modified by
a possessive pronoun, cf. Krejnovich 1982:260-261}.

This section describes and exemplifies the functions of the Nom-
inative, Predicative, and Accusative cases, as well as the patient-
marking function of the Instrumental. For further discussion of
the case marking system, see 9.1.

4.1.2. The Nominative case

The Nominative noun phrase represents the S participant (154),
the A participant (155), or the O participant. The latter use is
possible if A is 1% or 2" person (156) and in a non-finite clause
(157).12

(154) como-d'e  alme  mon-i <. >

[big-ATTR| shaman say-INTR:3sG
‘The great shaman said ...’ [F37]

(155)  met es’ie tet pulut-kele kudede-m
my father your husband-acc kill-TR:3s5G
‘My father has killed your husband.’

(156} met meme g1
I bear  be.afraid(TR:1G)
‘Tam afraid of the bear.” [I]
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(157) tay  Sal-gi Selge-dej-delle qaqa
[that tree-POSS break-CAUS:PFV-$S:PFV} grandfather
keb-ej-l'el

go-PFV-INFR(35G)

“The bear broke that stick and went away.’
The Nominative is used with Possessive noun phrases (158), proper
nouns (159} and third person pronouns {160) in the predicative
function (158) and in the Focus function (159), (160} (see Chapter
12 for further details on these syntactic functions).

(158) tabun ponZube lukil  eju-l-o-gi
that  [woodgrouse arrow hit-0-RNR-POSS|

‘That is the trace of woodgrouse's arrows (= the result
of their hitting the target)’ [F§]
(159) adugn aleksej-die cunpie-|
This  A.-DIM whistle-SF
‘It is Aleksej who is whistling.’

(160) tudel mie-mele
he wait-OF:38G
‘He was the one she was waiting for.’

The Nominative non-Possessive form 1s used as the possessive
modifier (see also 8.2.1-8.2.2):

(161) pulut numg ‘old man’s house’
met terike apd’e ‘my wife’s eyes’
comparna a3 ‘language of ravens’

The Nominative case is used for vocative noun phrases:

(162)  pulut, mit dolhoro Sejre-s’
old man, our hare run.away-PFV:INTR:3SG
‘Old man, our hare has run away.’ [F13]

The Nominative case has some other uses which are described else-
where in the grammar: (a) argument of the copula (see 12.1.1.2),
(b) apposition (8.2.1.2), (¢) argument of postpositions (7.3, §.5.2).
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4.1.3. The Predicative case

The Predicative noun phrase is the nominal predicate {163) or the
Focus of a clause (Krejnovich 1982: 184; 232ff). Only S (164)
and O (165) can acquire the Predicative marking (9.1.1.2; cf. also
Note 18). The Predicative casc is incompatible with Possessive
noun phrases, proper names, and third person pronouns, which
take the Nominative case in these functions {see {158})-(160)).

(163) ujs’y omo-s’e Soromo-lek
workman [good-ATTR| person-PRED
‘The workman is a good person.” [F50]

(164)  irk-id'e  jup-de-ge  Sa-pe-lek oho-yi-1
fone-ITER see-35G-DS| tree-PL-PRED stand-3PL-SF
‘Once he saw that there were trees.” [F3]]

{(165) met tet-in  Saqale-lek kej-te-me
I you-DAT fox-PRED give-FUT-OF;1SG
‘T will give you a fox.” [F52]

The Predicative marker has two variants, -lek and-(e}k, which are
formally distinguished only with vowel-final stems and in the Plu-
ral form (see Table 10, 1.4.1). There is a clear functional dis-
tinction between these variants which subsumes two interrelated
factors:%°

First, the short variant is used if the narrow information focus
(e.g., the focus of contrast) falls on a modifier, rather than on the
noun phrase as awhole:

(166) a. kukki wvosemnadcat’ nodo aZu-k
cuckoo eighteen bird language-PRED
lejdi-mele
know-OF:38G
“The cuckoo knew eighteen bird languages.” [F5]

b. o, mneha omo-s’e Soromo-k kel-u-i
Intj [very good-ATTR| person-PRED come-0-SF
‘Wow, a very good person has come.’ [F15]
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c. tal  gon-u-i i’l’e-1 Joromo duge-k
[cA go-0-8s:IPFV| other-ANR person trace-PRED
num-mele
find-OF:3sG

‘Then she went and found traces of other
people.’ [F54]

The relevance of this factor is indirectly shown by the fact that
only the short variant is possible in question-word questions with
a question word modifying a noun {cf. 72.3.1.1):

(167) godi-mie pajpe-k Ue-t-u-17
what-QLT woman-PRED be-FUT-(-SF7
“‘What woman would it be?’ [F49]

Secondly, the formal opposition in question is employed to express
the distinction between the true predicative and the referential use
of noun phrases. The Predicative noun phrase in -lek ascribes a
property to (i.e., classifies} some entity.In other words, an example
like (165) might be appropriately rendered as ‘The thing I will
give to you is a fox’. The variant in -ek signifies the referential use
(i.e., the Focus NP introduces a referential entity); this is shown
by the fact that only this variant can be used if the noun phrase
1s modified by a numeral, in particular by the numeral irkin ‘one’:

(168) a. tat aj qon-de-ge cuge-ge  trk-in godo-d’e
[cA CP go-3sG-DS] way-LOC one-ATTR [lie-ATTR]
sagale-k  jug-Uel-mele
fox-PRED see-INFR-OF:3SG
“Then he went further and saw a fox lying on the

road.” [F1§]

b. gon-u-t ejre-t irk-in Jurgu-k
[g0-0-55:1PFV| [walk-8S:IPFV| one-ATTR hole-PRED
num-mele
find-OF:38G

‘She kept going and found a hole.” |[F4]
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c. tat aji l'e-pi-de-ge atag-un ibiigie-k
[cA CP be-PL-3-DS| two-ATTR eagle.owl-PRED
mer-uji-t ejrie-gi-1
[fly-1PFV-Ss:1PFV] walk-3PL-SF
‘After having been there for some more time, two
eagle-owls flew overhead.’ [K5]

4.1.4. The Accusative case

The Accusative casc is used to mark the O participant, under the
condition that A is third person (otherwise the Nominative case
is used, sce 4.1.2):

(169) a. éolhora-die-gele ta Sasil-ge
hare- there snare-LOC
t-de-m
get.caught-CAUS-TR:3SG
‘He caught the hare in the snare there.’ [F14]

b. titte cul-gele min-pa
their meat-aCcC take-3PL:TR
“They took their meat.’ [F4§]

c. tet  kimni met-kele kudede-m
your whip me-AcC kill-TR:33G
“Your whip has killed me.’ [F19]

The Accusative marking is compatible with pronouns, proper
nouns, Possessive noun phrases and definite noun phrases (includ-
ing generic reference, as in {170a)); if a noun phrase is indefinite,
the Instrumental case is used instead (¢f. Krejnovich 1982:254-255,
see also Note 21).

There can be two Accusative noun phrases in a clause if some
kind of possessive or part-whole relationship holds between them
(cf. 5.4.2.2 for a designated body-part form).

(170) a. tay para-get mus’in en-d’on  jobr
that time-ABL various live-SBNR in.forest
en-d’on-gele  amun-de-jle omos’ ponina
live-SBNR-ACC bone-P0Ss-ACC well  leave-3PL:TR
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‘Since then they put the bones of all the forest animals
in a proper way.” [F34]

. tude as’e-pul-gele ile-p-te-jle omos’ adi

her deer-PL-ACC some-POSS-ACC well  firmly
ulte-s’-Uel-u-m at-ce mieste-ge
fasten-ITER-INFR-0-TR:3SG firm-ATTR place-LOC
‘She fastened some of her deer very firmly to a robust
plot.” [K3]

. ogit'l’a-gele ani-pe cumut aZu-de-jle

perch-acc  fish-pL all word-POSS-ACC
medi-17a

listen-3PL: TR

‘All fishes listen to Perch’s word." [T1]

The Accusative can mark the recipient (171a) and the addressee
(171b}, the functions most commonly fulfilled by the Dative case
(see 4.2.1, 9.2.4).

(171) a. tabun-pe-gele dumu lequl-pe-de-jle

that-pL-acc  all  {[food-PL-POSS-ACC

a-delle tadi-m

make-SS:PFV| give-TR:35G

‘He made some food for all of them and gave it to
them.” [F9

. tat parna-gele aj mon-ni <...>

cA crow-ACC CP say-3PL:INTR
‘Then they said to the crow, too: ... [F5]

4.1.5. The Pronominal Accusative Case

First and second person pronouns have a special Pronominal Ac-
cusative form in -uf (see 7.1.1.1), which is used for the O partici-
pant under the same conditions as the Nominative form of nouns,
le., if A is first or second person {172a)-(172b), or, occasionally,
in non-finite clauses (172¢) {cf. 4.1.2).
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(172) a. met-ul amde-l-get polde-mek

me-ACC die-PFV-ANR-ABL save-TR:2SG
“You have saved me from death.” [F9]

. met tei-ul kudede-t

I you-acc kill-FUT(TR:15G)
T will kill you.” [F19]

o omit-ul lek-tin kie-s’

[we-ACC eat-SUP| come-INTR:38G
‘He has come in order to eat us.’ [F23}

Like the Accusative in -gele (sce 4.1.4), the Pronominal Accusative
can mark the recipient:

(173)

met tet-ul mer-uji-t ejre-din

I  you-acc [[fly-IPFv-$s:IPFV] walk-SUP]
pugelbie-k kej-te-me

feather-PRED give-FUT-OF:1SG

‘'l give you feathers for you to fly.’

4.1.6. The Instrumental case: patient-marking function

The Instrumental case can be used for the O participant if A
is third person (i.e., under the same condition as the Accusative
marking, see 4.1.4). This marking is incompatible with definite
pronouns, Possessive noun phrases and proper nouns (in these
cases, only the Accusative marking is available).

(174) a. n'umud’-le mid-u-m

ax-INSTR  take-0-TR:3sG
‘He took an ax.’ |F14]

. Sal-e Soromo-le ulege-le diste cumu

trec-INSTR person-INSTR grass-INSTR. just all
jagte-ri-m

sing-APPL-TR:3SG

‘He is singing about trees, people and grass, just about
everything.' [F48]
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In most cases, the Instrumental O marking is applied to unmod-
ified nouns,?! since the presence of a modifier either attracts the
Focus marking (see 4.1.3), or implies definiteness and licenses the
Accusative marking thereby (see 4.1.4). This is rather a tendency
than a rule, since in a few examples the Instrumental marking is
applied to definite (175a) and/or modified noun phrases (175b).

(175) a. tat lej-delle Sail’bul-e Solbul iril-get
[cA cat-ss:PFV mouse-INSTR| mouse belly-ABL
ulegera-die lebic-ge loudi-s’
straw-DIM earth-LoC fell-INTR:38G
‘After it had eaten the mouse, a straw fell onto the
ground from the mouse’s belly.’ [F11]

b. tat-mie  en-d’on-pe-le Joromo moj-m
that-QLT live-SBNR-PL-INSTR person hold-TR:35G
‘Such animals are domestic {are kept by people).” [F9]

Like the Accusative (see {170)}, the Instrumental case can mark
the whole if some part of it constitutes the O participant of the
clause:

(176)  Soromo-le gnme-de-jle como-Zi-m
person-INSTR Intellect-POSS-ACC  big-CAUS-TR:38G
‘He enlarged human intellect.’ [F9]

4.2. Other cases

4.2.1. The Dative case

The Dative expresses recipient, benefactive, purpose, direction,
and the like. The recipient function is exemplified in (177) and

(178) for verbs of transfer of things (177) and information {178)
(see also 9.2.4).

(177) a. tay el+mer-uji-l nodo-le Soromo-pin
that [NEG-+{ly-IPFV-ANR| bird-INSTR person-DAT
tadi-ya
give-3PL:TR

‘They gave those flightless birds to people.” [F9]



Functions of the cases 897

b. ja-n Soromo-k cobul pugil’-pin
three-ATTR person-PRED sea  lord-DAT
pesdse-1-nile
throw-PFV-3PL:OF
‘They threw three people to the lord of the sea.” [F31]

¢. pugil-pe-d-in tadi-t garie-t-i
[lord-PL-POSS-DAT give-ss:1PFV| divide-FUT-TR:1PL
‘We will share them; among their; lords (about
animals).” [F9]
(178) a. tintay pulut Mon-i Sagale-gin
that old.man say-INTR:35G fox-DAT
‘That old man said to the fox." [F15]

b. ejuke el omni-pe-gin  Cumu
[not.far be-ANR| family-PL-DAT all
met-lel-na

inform-INFR-3PL: TR
‘They informed the neighboring families about
everything.” [K3]

The Dative marks a peripheral participant that is beneficially
(179) or adversely (180) affected {benefactive/malefactive):

(179) a. met-in  met éaca-gin qaqa-nin
me-DAT my elder.brother-DAT grandfather-DAT
mol’d’o-p-le th-&r-m

mitten-°PL-ACC sew-ITER-TR:3SG
‘She sewed mittens for me, my elder brother and my
grandfather.” [I]

b. en-d’on-gin  Soromo-pin tud-in
live-SBNR-DAT person-DAT |he-DAT
mon-nile-ben-gele fumy  uji-nu-m
say-3PL:ATTR-RELNR-ACC| all work-IPFV-TR:38G
‘He made everything for animals and people that they
told him to make.” [F3]
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(180} a.

tat-mie-d’od-ek {'e-Uel-u-l
that-QLT-SBNR-PRED be-INFR-0-SF

el+leydi-je Soromo-gin er-don
[NEG+know-ATTR| person-DAT bad-SBNR
‘Such a mischief happened to ignorant people.’
tet godimic at-ki Sukedie-yin n’adin
[you how strong-POSS| pike-DAT  against
egie-k

stand-IMP:28G

‘(In order to check) how strong you are, stand up to
the pike.” [T1]

It can express the purpose (181) or the direction (182) of move-

ment:
(181) a.

(182} a.

taskan layi kebe-j-te-jl’ caj-pin
T. AD:DIR go-PFV-FUT-INTR:1PL tea-DAT
tabag-nin

tobacco-DAT
‘We'll go to Taskan for some tea and tobacco.’

. leme-gin  kel-u-k?

what-DAT come-0-1TR:25G
‘What have you come for?’

Soromo-gin Cugte  me-+ejre-j
person-DAT always AFF-walk-INTR:35G
‘He would always come to that person.’

. mon-delle  pud-o-1 lebie-gin  goj-pe-npin

[say-SS:PFV] top-VR-ANR earth-DAT god-PL-DAT
qon-1
go-INTR:35G

‘Having said (it), he went to Upper Earth, to the
gods.” [F9

In particular, the meaning of purpose is characteristic of the Action
Nominal Dative:
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(183) a. jagte-l-pin )
[sing-ANR-DAT| go-INTR:3SG
‘He went to sing.’
b. tat d'e tebegej-nin kebe-s’ kudede-l-gin

cA DP T.-DAT go-PFV:INTR:35G |[kill-ANR-DAT]
“Then he went to Tebegej in order to kill him.’

See 6.1.3.3, 11.4.4 for functions of the “frozen” Action Nominal
Possessive Dative (Supine).

The Dative marking can he doubled,whereby the second Da-
tive (normally, the Possessive Dative form) is used to specify the
direction more precisely. The following examples illustrate this
phenomenon for a body part (184a) and for the Possessive form
of the AD-postposition al’ {(see 7.3.1.1.1):

(184} a. cul-e Juko-d’on-ben-die-lek
meat-INSTR little-SBNR-RELNR-DIM-PRED
pan-mele tude pului-pin aya-d-in
cook-OF:35G | her husband-DAT mouth-POSS-DAT
tadi-m
give-TR:35G

‘She cooked a little piece of meat and gave it to her
husband (putting it) into his mouth.” [F51]

b. gojl gamie-d’e-I-ben-pe tud-in  al’-d-in
god help-DETR-ANR-RELNR-PL he-DAT AD-POSS-DAT
el+jag-uj-ni
NEG-approach-IPFV-3PL:INTR
‘God’s assistants do not approach him closely.’ [F31]

In its temporal use, the Dative expresses a span of time:
(185) a. emil-me  kind’e pod’ergo-npin
night-TMP moon day-DAT
uje-nu-lel-ya
work-1IPFV-INFR-3PL: TR
‘They worked at night, when the moon was up.’ [F3]
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b. tat wup-t Zolhora-die pulut-n'e
[cA work-ss:IPFV] hare-DIM  old.man-CcOM
n'aha uqujel-get pod’ergo-d-in  pon
together morning-ABL day-POSS-DAT it
emis’e-ge jaga-nu-l’el-n1
darkness-LOC arrive-1IPFV-INFR-3PL:INTR
“The hare and the old man worked the whole day from
dawn to dusk.’ [F3]

In one example, the Dative is used temporally in the combination
with the Russian preposition de ‘until’:

(186) do ugujel-yin  mie-de-pi
until morning-DAT wait-DETR-3PL:INTR
‘They waited until the morning.’ [F36]

The Dative constitutes an element of some verb patterns (9.2.4,
9.2.6) and is used within the Body-Part form (see 4.2.2); see also
8.1.1 for its marginal use as a noun modifier.

4.2.2. The Dative marker within the Body-Part Form

There is a special Body-Part form built by means of the suffix
-me- followed by the Dative marker {cf. Krejnovich 1982:267-268).
It occurs with transitive verbs denoting direct physical violence,
whereby the person being acted upon is represented by the Ac-
cusative NP,

(187) a. tat cul’dt  pulut-kele jewlugiel-me-nin
CA fairy-tale old.man-ACC shoulder-BP-DAT

kige-m
jab-TR:38G
‘Then he butted the ogre’s shoulder’ [F27]

b. éarcagan tay &ul’d’s  pulut-kele n'umud 7-le
[C. that fairy.tale old.man-ACC axe-INSTR
jo-me-gin  fine-j-nit ta kudede-m

head-BP-DAT chop-PFV-CONN]| there kill-TR:3sG
‘Charchahan chopped that ogre’ s head off, thereby
killing him. [F29]
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c. as’e Jar-din l'e-de-ge  jelo-hude
[deer catch-sUP be-3sG-DS| [back-DIR

joda-j-delle kurcey molut jurgu-me-nin
turn-PFV-SS:PFV| crane breast hole-BP-DAT
johul-e paj-el-u-m

nose-INSTR  hit-INFR-0-TR:35G

“When the deer was going to catch him, the crane
turned back and hit him in the threat with his
beak.” [K3]

d. tat ferikie-die jaga-d-as’e-gele
CcA old.woman-DIM Yakut-ATTR-deer-ACC
jowho-de-me-gen  paj-m
back-POSS-BP-DAT hit-TR:35G
“Then, the old woman hit the horse in the back.’ [F19]

The Body-Part suffix can be preceded by the Possessive marker
(see (187d)); see also 9.2.3.2 for an overview of verb patterns with
& body-part slot.

4.2.3. The Comitative case

4.2.3.1. The Comitative in -n’e. The Comitative case either creates
a single noun phrase (whereby it can be glossed as ‘and’) (188),
or marks a secondary participant of a joint action or state (189a)
or a naturally reciprocal event (189b).

(188) a. alme  n'an’ulben-n’e
shaman devil-COM
‘The shaman and the devil.’” {title of a fairy tale) [F42}

b. wrk-in omnt modo-{’el pulut
one-ATTR family sit-INFR(35G) oid.man
terike-de-n’e
old. woman-POSS-COM
‘There lived one family, an old man and his wife.’ [F22]
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(189) a. kie, mei-n'e qon met  numg-9in
friend me-cOM go(IMP:28G) my house-DAT
‘Friend, go with me to my place.’ [F18]

b. samuj mitek+te kel-te-l erpeje-pul-n’e
self  we-PRED-+-CONN come-FUT-SF [Even-PL-COM
nted’i-lle ace-le min-delle

speak-ss:PFV| [deer-INSTR take-SS:PFV|
“We will also come ourselves, after having discussed
(it) with the Evens and taken the deer.” |K1]

For further details on the semantics and syntax of the comitative,
see 8.4.1, 8.2.8, §.3.2.1.

4.2.3.2. The Comitative in -n’it ~ -n’ut. The Comitative in -n’it ~
-n’ut is formally identical to the Imperfective same-subject converb
(6.1.4.3) of the Proprietive form (see 5.5.1), as illustrated in {190).

(190) a. d’e Juge-n’i-t ejre-t
[DP trace-PRPR-SS:IPFV| [walk-SS:IPFV]
oho-l-o-pe-de-ge ja-n comolbed-ek
stand-0-RNR-PL-POSS-LOC three-ATTR elk-PRED
num-mele
find-OF:3sG

‘He went following the trace (where the deer had been
standing) and found three deer. (lit. He went having a
trace) ..." |[F34]

b. gnme-n’-u-t efre-k
|mind-PRPR-0-5S:IPFV] walk-IMP:25G
‘Be clever! (lit. Walk around having mind.)’ [F22]

The Comitative form in -n’it ~ -n'ui can signify that the par-
ticipant plays the same role as the O participant (191), which is
incompatible with the same-subject interpretation implied by the
Imperfective converb (6.1.4.3). These and similar examples appear
to demonstrate that the combination of the Proprietive and the
Imperfective Converb markers has been “frozen” as an alternative
Comitative marker.
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(191) a. kun-+atag-un  budie wug-k iri-de-ge
ten+two-ATTR above child-PRED | [belly-POSS-LOC
{’e-l-ben-pe-gele emej-n’tt Sedpedaynil’-ge
be-ANR-RELNR-PL-ACC| mother-COM door-LOC
ta PEN-1-N

there remain-CAUS-TR:38G

‘(There were) twelve puppies (in its [= the dog’ s
belly). He put those that were in its belly together
with their mother near the door. [F47]

b. tude ugr-pe-pul-gele es’ie-n’it  aj
her child-PL-PL-ACC father-coM |CP

lequl-pe-de-jle pol-éi-lle
food-PL-P0OSS-ACC pull.out-ITER-SS:PFV]
legi-te-m

eat-CAUS-TR:38G
‘She fed her children and their father, having pulled
out more food." [F23]

In this function, the form in -n’%{ ~ -n’ut appears to be preferred
over the Comitative in -n’e . Note that if such a form introduces a
participant accompanying the subject participant, the Comitative
and the Proprietive converb can hardly be formally distinguished.

(192) a. tudel tat kebe-s’ jen  Soromo-n’ut
he  CA go.away-PFVIINTR:35G other person-com
oZrn Sal ukecde pugil’-pe-de-n’e
water-ATTR tree plant lord-PL-POSS-COM
‘And so he went with other people, with the lords of
water, trees and plants.” [F9]

b. jolohude gqana-yi-k ace-n’ut
back roam-PL-IMP:2 deer-COM
‘Roam back with deer! {or" having deer 7)[K3]

The Comitative in -n’%t ~ -n'ut is the only option if more than two
NPs have to be conjoined; see 8.4.1.
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4.2.4. The Instrumental case

Besides the O-marking function described in 4.1.6, the Instrumen-
tal case has an array of functions that is typical for many lan-
guages. It can signify the mstrument proper:

(193) a.

tat  Sal-e colha-j-de-ge el+uzu

[CA stick-INSTR stick-PFV-3SG-DS| NEG-move(3sG)
‘She touched him with a stick, but he did not

move.’ [F51]

tat n'umud’i-le dine-j-m

CA axe-INSTR chop-PFV-TR:35G

“Then he chopped it with an ax.’ [F28]

the body part directly involved in carrying out an action,

(194) a.

tude juko-l Sasqul-e canda-s’
his |little-ANR| finger-INSTR touch-PFV:INTR:3SG
‘He touched it with his little finger.” |F31]

tat apde-le  jug-m
CA eve-INSTR see-TR:3SG
“Then he looked with his eyes.’” [F48]

or any other means employed for an action,

(195) a.

colthoro-le  tudel Finel'-e ningo
hare-INSTR he  snare-INSTR many
k- Gi-m

get.caught-CAUS:ITER-TR:38G
‘He caught lots of hares with his snare.” [K4]

lukil-e n'e-Faji-nu-1i
arrow-INSTR RECP-+shot-IPFV-3PL:IINTR
“They shot arrows at each other.” [F10]

including means of transportation,

(196) a.

tied'e-me  as’e-le tat kew-ej-Uie-pl’i
winter-TMP deer-INSTR CA go-PFV-INGR-INTR:1PL
‘In winter we began to travel by deer.” [K1]
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b. §l’upke-le anubuska-le  kewe-s"l’
launch-INSTR dugout-INSTR go-PFV:INTR:1PL
‘We went by launches and by dugout boats.’ |[K1]

and material:

(197) a. tat gon-u-t irk-in numg-ge
[cA go-0-55:1PFV] one-ATTR house-LOC
jaga-lel Sgjl-e
arrive-INFR(3SG) | stone-INSTR
@j-0-d'od-¢ek

work-RES-SBNR-PRED
‘They went further and reached one house; (it was)
made of stone.’ [F31]

b. purk-in Sal-e a-l-0-3
[seven-ATTR tree-INSTR make-0-RES-INTR:3SG]
numg-n’e-j

house-PRPR-INTR:35G
‘He had a house made of seven trees.’ [FlS]

See also 9.2.3.3 on verb patterns with the Instrumental slot.

4.2.5. The Local cases

4.2.5.1. The Locative case. The Locative case expresses spatial
locations (198) In (‘in, inside’, examples (a) below) and AD (‘near,
by, next to’, examples (b) below), as well as the direction (199)
towards these locations.

(198) a. tay jalhil-ge irk-in Siuke-die ejre-j
that lake-LOC one-ATTR pike-DIM walk-INTR:35G
‘In that lake lived one pike.’

b. wrk-in jalhil-ge  ninge-y omni-k
one-ATTR lake-LOC many-ATTR family-PRED
ed’-u-t maeda-1el-yi-1

[live-0-3S:IPFV] reside-INFR-3PL-SF
“There were many people near one lake.” [F1]
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(199} a. tap nume-ge  $gj-lel

that house-LOC enter-INFR(3SG)
‘He entered that house.’

. tat  tentay Culdn  pulul cobul-ge

[cA that fairy.tale old.man sea-LOC
jaqa-delle 02-ge loudi-s’
arrive-ss:PFV| water-LoC fall-INTR:3SG

“Then that ogre reached the sea and fell into the
water.” [F26]

It can also signify direction towards the SUPER-location (‘on,

onto’):

(200) a. urasa-pe-gi  lpudu-nu-lel Jenzo-t

tent-PL-POSS fell-IPFV-INFR(3SG) [[sleep-SS:PFV|
godo-j kereke-pul-ge

lie-ATTR| Koryak-PL-LOC

“Their tent fell on the Koryvaks who were lying
asleep.” [F50]

. Cogoco-ge orpa-j-ni-de-ge irk-in

[bank-LOC go.up-PFV-PL-3-DS| one-ATTR

fus’t-n nume-k oho-l’el-u-1
Russian-ATTR house-PRED stand-INFR-0-SF

‘They climbed onto the bank; there was one Russian
house.” [F21]

The Locative case is common when the location or the direction
Is an expression denoting people:

(201) a. odu-pe-ge modo-s’i-delle  jelo-hude

[Yukaghir-PL-LOC sit-DLM-SS:PFV| back-DIR
kew-ej-nunnu-{'el-p1

g0-PFV-HAB-INFR-3PL:INTR

‘Having spent some time at the Yukaghirs’ (place),
they used to go back.” |K3]
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b. tat kew-ej-i’-ie-t tan  omni-pe-ge
[cA go-PFV-0-INGR-SS:IPFV] [that family-PL-LOC
jog-to-ile tude-gele ta

approach-CAUS-5S:PFV| he-ACC  there
pan’-i-lel-pa

remain-CAUS-INFR-3PL: TR

“Then they set off, brought him to those people and
left him there.’

In a number of examples, the location with respect to people is
interpreted rather metaphorically, so that the resulting meaning
is quite close to grammatical possession (see also 712.1.2.3 on the
Locative encoding of the Possessor):

(202} a. Soromo-ge qojl minge-j
person-LOC god multiple-INTR:35G
‘The human being has many gods.” [F41}

b. tay paj lejdi-1'el-u-m tude
that woman know-INFR-0-TR:3sG [her
Soromo-pul-ge irk-in jeniod’e-n'a-nu-j
person-PL-LOC one-ATTR [dream-PRPR-IPFV-ATTR)|
pulut-ek te-Uel-u-m
old.man-PRED be-INFR-0-TR:35G]
‘That woman knew that there was one prophetic (=
having dreams) old man in her kin.” [K3|

c. tude Soromo-n'-u-l-pe-de-ge wrk-in
his person-PRPR-0-ANR-PL-POSS-LOC one-ATTR
pajpe-ge adug-gt  meme o-d’od-ek
woman-LOC son-POSS bear COP-SBNR-PRED
‘Within his family one woman used to have a son who
was a bear.” [F4]

In its temporal sense, the Locative case can cxpress either a par-
ticular period of time (203} or a quantity of time {204).
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(203) a.

{204) a.

tay para-ge tay Sagel’a-pe-de-ge

that time-LOC that assemble-PL-POSS-LOC
gamun-de ug+no-d’e Joromo-k
how.many-INDF  [child—~COP-ATTR| people-PRED
n'e+min-gi-1

RECP-+take-3PL-SF

‘At that time, during that gathering several young
people married.” [K1]

. irk-in tat-mie  emil-ge mend’e-lek  jaga-l

one-ATTR that-QLT night-LOC news-PRED arrive-SF

‘One such night, some news came.’ [F3]

ga-nide qon godo qon
[where-DIR go(ITR:35G)| [how go-ITR:35G]
qamun kind’e-ge  qon-t el+lejdv

{how.many moon-LOC go-ITR:38G| NEG+know(3sG)
“Where he is going, how he is going, for how many
days he has been going, he does not know.’ [F31]

. irk-in apd’e-n’-u-I-ben qodo-j

one-ATTR eye-PRPR-0-ANR-RELNR lie-INTR:35G
irk-in atag-un  ja-n pod’ergo-ge
one-ATTR two-ATTR three-ATTR day-LOC
“The one-eyed one was lying one, two, three
days.” [F31]

Other metaphorical uses of the Locative are rather rare. Some

examples:
(205) a.

met and’e-ge el+l’e-le-k
my eyve-LOC NEG+be-PROH-23G
‘Get out of my sight! (lit. Be not in my eye.)’ {F18]

cied’e-ge  ejre-t jarge-delle puges’e-ge
[cold-LoC walk-sS:IPFV| [freeze-ss:PFV| {warmth-LOC
jopZo-i ed’-ie-l’el

sleep-SS:IPFV| live-INGR-INFR(3SG)

‘She froze walking around in the cold, but was revived
by sleeping in the warmth.’ [F4]
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ninge-je lebejdi-ge  jog-te-m

[many-ATTR| berries-LOC arrive-CAUS-TR:3SG
‘She brought me to a place where there were lots of
berries.’ [T2]

4.2.5.2. The Ablative case. In its spatial meaning, the Ablative
case signifies movement away from the locations IN (206} or SUPER
(‘on’, (207)), and, very rarely, from the AD-location {‘near, by’

(208)).

(206) a.

(207) a.

(208) a.

d’e tot tude lequl-gele Sowho-get jolo-hude

DP CcA his food-ACC trough-ABL back-DIR
lunbuge-nin abutte-m

pot-DIR pour-TR:38G

‘Well, then he poured his food out of the trough back
into the pot.” [F23]

tude-gele c¢aqaj-delle 0%~ gel jobr

[he-acC  swing-sS:PFV] water-ABL in.forest
pedie-j-m

threw-PFV-TR:35G

‘(A wave) swung him and threw him from the water
out to the land.’ [F31]

fohoée-get pomdu-nnu-jil’i mied i-le kol’ese
hill-ABL roll-HAB-INTR:1PL sledge-INSTR ski
egmunde-p-le

half-PL-INSTR

‘We used to roll downhill on a sledge or a ski (sitting
on one ski).” T2

godobe-get cirdege-s’
bed-ABL  spring.up-PFV:INTR:35G
‘He sprang from the bed.” [FF31]

emej-gi los’il-get kie-s’
mother-POSS fireplace-ABL come-INTR:38G
‘His mother came from near the fireplace.’ [F20]



110 Chapter 5. Nominal morphology

b. tap wunup-get ledd-ude  kebe-j-pi

that river-ABL north-DIR go-PFV-3PLINTR
‘From that river, they went to the north.’

The movement, ‘away from’ can be also described with respect to

a PErson:

(209) a. met-ket el+dejre-j-te-jmet

me-ABL NEG+run-PFV-FUT-INTR:2PL
‘You will not run away from me.’ [F26]

. irk-id’e  Soromo-get Sejre-j-lel tay

one-ITER person-ABL run-PFV-INFR(3sSG) that
Meme ug

bear child

‘Once that bear-child ran away from people.” [F4]

The Ablative case can be used in a temporal meaning, in order
to signify the time at which the situation starts, see (210) and

(185D).
(210)

es’ie-gt tamun tay para-get
father-pOss that  that time-ABL
and’e-t-l'el

eye-PRPR:-INCH-INFR{35G)
‘From that time, his father has been able to see (lit.
... was endowed with eyes.” [F4§]

In combination with a postpositional phrase with the postposition
lapin, the Ablative NP can constitute an expression denoting the
scope of an action:

(211) a. tat mon-delle tude jo-get nofl lagin

[cA say-ss:PFV| her head-ABL foot AD:DIR
embe-§ sprile-le met+cahita-j

black-ATTR color-INSTR REFL+paint-INTR:38G
‘She said this and painted herself black from head to
feet.” [F5]
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b. kit-te-get kicil-de  lapgin  jogte-le
end-POSS-ABL end-POSS AD:DIR song-INSTR
n'e-kie kid-u-m

RECP-interval learn-0-TR:35G

‘He learnt (it) from the beginning to the end, mixed

with a song.’ [T1]
The Ablative noun phrase can denote the location of the primary
participant of an action, if it differs from that of the metaphorical
end-point of this action:

(212) a. tabun jug-t pud-o-1 lebie-get  qojl-pe
[that see-SS:IPFV [top-VR-ANR| earth-ABL| god-PL
n'ied’1-t mol-Uel-pi <...>

[speak-$5:IPFV| say-INFR-3PL:INTR
“The gods saw this from the upper earth and said:
 [F9]
b. ¢éarédaqan numg-get edie-s’
C. housc-ABL respond-PFV:INTR:3SG
‘Charchahan responded from the house.” [F29]

¢. nume-ge  jaga-din  ['e-de-ge  numg-get
[house-LOC arrive-SUP be-35G-DS| house-ABL
jagte-lek  medu-l
song-PRED be.audible-sF
“When he was approaching the house, a song was
heard from that house.” [F13]

d. tat pude-get grn’-ie-j
CA outside-ABL shout-INGR-INTR:35G
‘He shouted from outside.” [F'33]

The Ablative case also has a number of metaphorical functions. It
can denote the cause of an event:

(213) a. tap paj gr-de-get met gnme bojs’e
that woman cry-POSS-ABL my mind completely
Sohie-j
get.lost-INTR.38G
‘That woman’s cry drove me crazy.’
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b. meme cugurubie tabun-get died’e-me

bear chipmunk that-ABL winter-TMP
jopZo-7i

sleep-3PL:INTR

‘That is why the bear and the chipmunk
hibernate.” [F9]

the source of information or the basis of a judgment:

(214) a. cuge-de-get jug-pi-de-ge tay meme naha

[trace-POSS-ABL see-PL-3-DS| that bear very
motlorgo-j-ben+no-lel
thin-ATTR-RELNR+COP-INFR{3SG)

‘From its track, they saw that that bear had been very
thin.” [F54]

. ta ejre-J-ben-pe-get nied’-uo-pe-gi

[[there walk-ATTR-RELNR-PL-ABL| [tell-RNR-PL-POSS|
medi-t tawud-ek  nted’e-ri-me
listen-$s:1PFV| that-PRED tell-APPL-OF:1SG

‘I am telling you what I have heard from those who
have been there.” [K1]

a group some members of which participate in the event:

(215) a. tintay Soromo-pul-get irk-in-l'e-gi

that  person-PL-ABL one-ATTR-NR-POSS
terike-n’-i

wife-PRPR-INTR:35G

‘One of those people was married.’ [F54]

. en-d’on-pe-de-get ataq-lo+non

live-SBNR-PL-POSS-ABL two-DSTR-TRNSF
Mmej-nu-m

take-IPFV-TR:3SG

‘Of the animals, he took a pair of cach kind.” [F31]

or the whole some part of which is involved in the event:
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(216) a. met-in  tet  Colhoro-get qarte-k
me-DAT your hare-ABL  share-IMP:2SG
‘Share some of your hare with me.” |F15]

b. tat cohojo-le cu-de-get cog-telle
[CA knife-INSTR meat-POSS-ABL cut-SS:PFV|
karman-ge §inde-j-m
pocket-LOC push.in-PFV-TR:3SG
‘She cut some of its meat and pushed it into his
pocket.” [F51]

Finally, the Ablative is used for the comparison of inequality (see
9.3.1.3), within some valence patterns of verbs (9.2.5), and in com-
bination with the indefinite pronoun jen ‘other (than)’ (7.1.4.6).

4.2.5.3. The Prolative case. In its original spatial meaning, the
Prolative case signifies the movement along or within the locations
IN (‘through, in, along’, (217)-(218)), AD {‘by, past’, (219)), or
SUPER (‘above, on’, (220)). Within the first submeaning, the
Prolative case can be used to denote either the route (217a) or the
spatial domain (217b) of the movement, or a hole through which
something moves (218). The Prolative case can introduce the idea
of movement into the situation even if it is not implied by the
lexical meaning of the verb (see (217c), (219b)).

(217) a. cuge-de-gen qon-7i
trace-POSS-PROL go-3PL:IINTR
*They went along his trace.” [F54]

b. Jaset dupZe  ejre-g-u-t jug-l-u-ge
[now thought walk-CAUS-0-SS:1PFV| [see-1]2-0-Ds|
jen  Soromo-p-lek tap mit lebie-gen
other person-PL-PRED that our land-PROL
ejre-ni-l
walk-3PL-SF

‘Now, I think and see that other people live in our
land.’ [K3]
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(218) a.

(219) a.

(220) a.

unuy-gen  jalhil pujle-pul-gen  cobul-gen id™
[river-PROL lake brook-PL-PROL sea-PROL now
modo-t ed’-u-t {'e-4

sit-ss:IPFv] [live-0-$3:1PFV]| be-INTR:3SG

‘Now he (the perch) lives (swimming) in rivers,
lake-brooks, in the sea.’ |T1]

tay gorobo-d+ug johul-de-gen

that cow-ATTR+child nose-POSS-PROL
agd’e-de-gen  los’il-ek  uk-s’t-l
eye-POSS-PROL fire-PRED come.out-ITER-SF

“That calf, fire was coming out through his nose and
eyes. [F27]

tat tay jurgu-gen uke-s’
CA that hole-PROL go.out-PFV:INTR:35G
‘He went out through that hole.” [F20]

tamun-pe-gen medi-nu-de Jug-t
that-PL-PROL [listen-IPFV-SS:ITER] [see-SS:IPFV]
qon-i

go-INTR:3SG

‘He went past them, listening and looking at
(them).” [F31]

lunbuge-pul-gen Cajnik-pe-gen
[pot-PL-PROL  tea.pot-PL-PROL

Sanaha-nu-lle cibal’+jekl’ie-n
make.noise-IPFV-SS:PFV| stove-behind-PROL
el’ed’o-j

disappear-INTR:35G

‘After making some noise (moving) around the pots
and the tea-pots, she disappeared behind the
stove.” [K2]

Sopd’ile kieje  jargeje-gen Soromo-pul

[lood  before ice-PROL  person-PL

ejre-t gug-lel-pa <. ..>

walk-5S:IPFV| see-INFR-3PL:TR
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‘Some people were there before the flood, by the ice,
and saw: ...’

. edip touke oji-t ejre-§-u-t mit

fthis dog bark-Ss:IPFV| [walk-CAUS-0-S8:IPFV| our
as’e-pul-gele ediy cohos’e-pul-gen

deer-PL-ACC this hummock-PL-PROL

mer-uji-§-u-m

fly-1PFV-CAUS-0-TR:35G

‘This dog has made our deer jump over these
hummocks by barking and making them move.’ [I]

The Prolative noun phrase can indicate a way by which informa-
tion is transmitted:

(221)

tet-in nem-dik nado+yo-i tarmun
[you-DAT what-PRED necessary+COP-SF| that
met-ken aZu  jan-mek

me-PROL word send-TR:2SG

“You send the information about what you need
through me.” [F22]

It can denote the reason (the way through which something has
happened: see also 11.4.3):

(222) a. tap margil’ eris’ ann’-ol-de-gen

[that girl badly speak-RNR-POSS-PROL]|
tabud-ek  lem-mele

that-PRED eat-OF:35G

‘Since that girl had said bad things, he ate her.” [F44]

. ningo  leg-u-t tamun-gen tal

[many eat-0-sS:IPFV] that-PROL CA
kude-je

become-INTR:18G

‘Since I have eaten much, that’s why this has
happened to me.’

It can denote the part of the O participant which is directly acted

upon:
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(223) a. grd’o-de-gen Sadahada-j-mn
middle-POSS-PROL  hit-PFV-TR:35G
‘He hit it in the middle.’

b. tintay Sal mibe-de-gen cine-delle
[that trec root-POSS-PROL cut.down-SS:PFV]
los’il+pot  piede-t-u-k
fire+TRNSF burn-CAUS-0-IMP:2

‘Cut down that tree by the roots and use it for
firewood.’ [F27]

Cf. 4.2.2 on a special body-part form with a similar function; see
also 9.2.3.2 for an overview of verb patterns with a body-part slot.

5. Other nominal forms

5.1. The Attributive form
5.1.1. The non-Possessive Attributive form

Nouns, numerals, and the interrogative pronoun leme ~ neme
‘what’ have the Attributive form in -d/-n which is incompatible
with Plural marking (on its compatibility with Possessive markers,
sec 5.5.1.2).

5.1.1.1. Attributive formation. The variant -d occurs before vowel-
initial stems, -n in any context, as described in 3.3.1.2.5. If a stem
ends in a consonant other than /I/, /I’/, /5/, there is no Attribu-
tive form, or, conversely, the Attributive and the Nominative forms
are not distinguished. The consonants /I/, /I’/, /5/ are dropped
in the Attributive form {cf. 1.4.2}.

(224) Nominative Attributive

odul odu-n “Yukaghir’
qojl qoj-n ‘god’
marqil’ margi-n ‘tree’
unuY UNU-N ‘river’

5.1.1.2. Functions of the Attributive form. The Attributive form
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is non-referential and is used to express some property of the head-
noun referent, such as material:

(225)

$dj-n+case
stone-ATTR. |-cup
Sa-n+gemujaje
tree-ATTRA+SpoOOI
ludu-n+mahil
iron-ATTR+coat

‘porcelain cup’
‘wooden spoon’

‘iron coat’

nationality, biological species, or sex:

(226) oani-n+pulut ‘fish elder’
fish-ATTR 4 old.man
Saqa-n terike ‘old fox woman’
fox-ATTR+old.woman
jaga-n+pajpe “Yakut woman’
Yakut-ATTR+woman
odu-n+margil “Yukaghir girl’
Yukaghir-ATTR+girl
pajpe-d+ug ‘girl’
woman-ATTR+child
gorobe-d i ug ‘calf’
cow-ATTR+child

kind:

(227}  jalhi-n+3oromo ‘someone living in lake’

lake-ATTR+person
ace-n+pgmgede
deer-ATTR-+saddle

‘deer saddle’

touke-n+med’ ‘dog sledge’
dog-ATTR+sledge
cobu-n-+pugedand’e ‘sea king’

sea-ATTRA king
lebie-d+en-d'on
land-ATTR+live-SBNR

‘animal living on land’
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meme-n+qar ‘bear skin’

bear- ATTR+skin

lus’v-n+numg ‘Russian (wooden) house’
Russian-ATTR-+house

odu-n+numg “Yukaghir (traditional) house’

Yukaghir-ATTR+house

In a few cases, the Attributive modifier appears to specify a whole,
a part of which is referred to by the NP:

(228) cobu-n-grd’e ‘sea-middle, sea depths’
sea-ATTR—middle
unu-d-+prd’e ‘midstream’
river-ATTR~+middle
mure-d-+igeje ‘lace’

shoe-ATTR-rope

In particular, some NPs with Attributive modifiers signify body
parts which are “defined” with respect to some larger body parts:

(229) jo-d+amun ‘skull’
head-ATTR+bone
jo-n+kis’i ‘forehead’
head-ATTR-edge
lagi-n+piery ‘tail feather’

tail-ATTR+{eather

There is a set of frozen collocations involving the Attributive form:

(230) lebie-d+emej ‘Mother Earth’
earth-ATTR-+mother
goj-n+numg ‘church’
god-ATTR+house
jel’od’e-d+uk-s"1-be ‘East’
sun-ATTR-+come.out-ITER-LOCNR
jel’od’e-d+aml-uj-be “West’
sun-ATTR+sink-ITER-LOCNR
pod’erqo-d-i grd’e ‘midday’

day-ATTR~+middle
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Finally, the Attributive form can be used for arguments of post-
positions {see 8.5.2). For a detailed description of the semantic
contrast between the Attributive and the Nominative marking of
noun modifiers, see §.2.3.

5.1.2. The Possessive Attributive form

Nouns and Nominal forms of verbs have the Possessive Attributive
form in -de ~ -te, which can be combined with the Plural marker.
This marker cross-references the Possessor if the Possessed itself
serves as a modifier.

5.1.2.1. Formation of the Possessive Attributive. There is an alter-
native variant of the Possessive Attributive form, which is built by
the combination of the Possessive marker -gi- ~ -ki- and the regu-
lar Attributive marker. This variant occurs very rarely (there are
only two examples in my corpus) and can be considered obsolcte.
The examples are:
(231) a. fumut 3Zagal’a-gi-n-+puge grd’e-ge

all assemble-POSS-ATTR+summer middle

n'e+min-pi-te-j

RECP+take-3PL-FUT-INTR,

‘In the middle of the summer when they all will

assemble, they will marry.” [K1]

b. Sadet-te e ugrpe-p-ki le-pi
now-DP some children-PL-POSS be-3PL:INTR |
ugrpe-p-ki-n+ugr-pe ninge-nt

children-PL-POSS-ATTR +child-PL many-3PL:INTR
‘Also now, some of his children are alive, his
grandchildren are multiple.” {K4]

There is no clear difference in meaning between the variants of the
Attributive form, cf., e.g. (231b) and (232).

(232) tamun ugrpe-p-te ugr-pe
that  child-PL-POSS child-PL
‘These are his grandchildren.’ [K4]

Below, only the Possessive Attributive form in -de is described.
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5.1.2.2. Functions of the Possessive Attributive. The Possessive
Attributive form is used to mark the Possessive relation between
the referent of a nominal modifier and a Possessor outside the noun
phrase {according to the rules outlined in Section 2 for the regular
Possessive markers):

(233) mino-de ejmunde ‘half of his raft’
raft-POSS:ATTR half
noj-pe-de leppul ‘blood from their feet’
foot-PL-POSS:ATTR blood
o-de gonzo ‘holes in his trousers’

trousers-POSS:ATTR hole

This form can replace the non-Possessive Attributive form in the
meaning of “whole” (as in (228), (229)).

(234) jo-de amun ‘his skull’
head-rPOSS:ATTR bone
mure-de igeje ‘her lace’

shoe-POSS:ATTR rope

For further details on this phenomenon, see 8.2.3.2. The Attribu-
tive Possessive marking is used for relativization of the Possessor
{see 11.3.1.4) and for arguments of postpositions (see 8.5.2).

5.2. The Privative form

The Privative form (‘without X’) is built by the combination of
the prepositional negative marker el-/- and the postpositional mor-
pheme +dugn:

(235) a. tat kereke-pul and’e el+goromo+Eupn
CcA Koryak-PL prince NEG-person-+PRV
kude-lel
become-INFR(35G}

‘So, the prince of the Koryaks has lost his
people.” [F50]

b. mit el+end’on+éugn pon’-o-7l’i
we  NEG+animal+-PRV leave-RES-INTR:1PL
‘We are left without animals.” [F9]
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. de  end’on el+legul+déugn e-pi
some animal NEG+food-PRvV be-3PLINTR
‘Some animals have no food.” [F9]

See 6.1.4.8 about a formally identical Negative non-finite form of

verbs.

5.3. The Temporal form
The nouns denoting seasons or other periods of time aftach the
suffix -me to create the adverb-like Temporal form:

(236)

cied’e-me ‘in winter’
winter-TMP

joule-me ‘in the evening’
evening-TMP

emil-me ‘at night’
night-TMP

These forms have the generic meaning, i.e., they do not refer to
any specific period of time.

(237) a. otu-ge godo-t ernil-me

[camp.fire-LOC lie-8S:IPFV| night-TMP
ammel-d’1l’% el+n’er+cugn
spend.night-INTR:1PL NEG-clothing-PRV

“We spent the nights near the campfire, without
clothing.’

. meme fugurubie tabun-get died’e-me

bear chipmunk that-ABL winter-TMP
jonZo-pi

sleep-3PL:INTR

‘That is why the bear and the chipmunk
hibernate.’ {F9]

5.4. The Prospective form

The Prospective form {‘what is going to be X’) is derived by means
of the postpositional marker -moZu-, to which the inflectional
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markers are attached. Within the noun morphology proper, this
suffix is outmoded and is commonly used only to derive the words
terike-+moZu ‘bride’ (wife+PRrSP) and pulut+moZu ‘bridegroom’
(husband+PRsP), being available but very infrequently otherwise.
Yet it is widely used in combination with Nominal forms of the
verb to create the Prospective Nominal form; see 6.1.3.5.

5.5. Verbal forms
5.5.1. The Proprietive form

The Proprietive form is built by means of the suffix -n’e- ~ -n’-
(see 3.3.4.1.6). Note that its syllabic variant is identical to the
Comitative marker (see §.1.2, 5.4.2.3), and the meaning is similar
{‘have, be with’). Yet, in contrast to the Comitative case form,
the Proprietive is completely verb-like with respect to its external
syntax. It has verbal inflection and can occur in all environments
where a verb can occur;

(238) a. met el+lebie-n'e-je
I NEG-land-PRPR-INTR:1SG
‘I have no land.” [F8|

b. tip amde-l  margil’ kgj-n'e-Uel
this [die-ANR| girl boy-PRPR-INFR(35G)
“This girl that died used to have a boyfriend.” [F44]

c. mus’in en-d’on pugil’-n’e-1-1
varicus animal lord-PRPR-FUT-INTR:35G
‘Every variety of animals will have a lord.” {F9]
d. mit-kele gamie-pi-te-m legul-e
we-ACC  help-3PL-FUT-TR food-INSTR
lequl-n’e-pide
[food-PRPR-SS:COND]
“They will help us with food, if they have some.’ [F22]

e. tay  el+terike-n’-d’e Soromo
|that |[NEG-wife-PRPR-ATTR| person
pugeZe-j-delle mon-i <...>

run.out-PFV-SS:PFV| say-INTR:3SG



Other nomina forms 123

‘That unmarried man ran out and said: ...’ [F54]

However, in its internal syntax, it behaves mostly like a noun, i.e.,
it can be modified by the Attributive form of a numeral (23%9a),
by a relative clause((239b)-(239¢)), by the Attributive form of a
noun ((239a), (239d)) or pronoun ({239¢)-(239f)) (see &.1.1 for
the list of possible noun modifiers).

(239) a.

d.

atag-un  masl’-ug-n'e) ja-n
two-ATTR, girl-child-PRPR-INTR:3SG | three-ATTR
kaipe-d-i-ug-n'e-j

boy-ATTR—child-PRPR-INTR:38G

‘She had two daughters and three sons.” |[F55]
irk-in terikie-die juko-d’e

one-ATTR old.woman-DIM [small-ATTR|
ug-n'e-lel

child-PRPR-INFR(3SG)

‘One old woman had a little child.” [F55]

. fa-je Soromo-n'-i

[few-ATTR] person-PRPR-INTR:3SG

‘He has a small family (- fow people of his).” [T]]

tr  Sagale-n  ferma-n’-d’on-pe o-d’il

here fox-ATTR farm-PRPR-SBNR-PL -COP-INTR:1PL
“We used to have a fox farm here.’

jo tat-mie  imi-ne-j-ben godo mai
Intj [that-QLT neck-PRPR-ATTR-RELNR] how our
madl’-ug-gele  terike i pon  min-te-m
girl-child-Acc wife+TRNSF take-FUT-TR:35G

‘Oh, how will somebody with a neck like that marry
our daughter?’ [F5]|

Gam-un Sorome-n'-d’ek?

how.many-ATTR person-PRPR-INTR:28G

‘How many people do you have (== are therc in your
family)?" (I
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This noun-like hehavior distinguishes the Proprietive form from
the parallel denominal derivatives meaning ‘get X’ and ‘give X to
somebody’, which behave just as verbs (see 6.4.2). Note, however,
that there is a set of verbs resulting from lexicalization of the
Proprietive forms (see Appendix 2).

Besides its major meaning of possession ({238)-(239}), the Pro-
prietive form can be used for predicating or attributing existence.

(240} a. teyp pajpa-die  jug-pi-de-ge numg locil-gi

{that woman-DIM see-PL-3-DS| house fire-POSS
Ju-n'e-j
smoke-PRPR-INTR:3SG
“They saw that girl, and there was smoke above the
house.” {lit. ‘.. .the fireplace of the house had smoke.")

b. tacile ninge-j lebejdi-n'e-j mzieste
CA  [[many-ATTR| berrics-PRPR-ATTR| place
lagin  qon-d’d’%
AD:DIR go-INTR:1PL
“Then we went towards a place where there were lots
of berries.” [T2]

See 12.1.2 for further information on the Proprietive clauses.

5.5.2. The Stative form

The copula ¢o- ‘be’ (72.1.1.2) has the bound variant-+5o-, which
can be used to create the Stative form ‘be X’. The Stative form
is not very common for genuine Yukaghir nouns {5.5.2.1); yet this

marking appears to play a major role in borrowing of Russian
adjectives (5.5.2.2).

5.5.2.1. Stative marking with Yukaghir nouns. The Stative form
signifies an acquirable and/or transient state of a person:

(241) a. atag-un  alme+yo-de n'ied -1
two-ATTR shaman--STAT-ATTR speak-ANR
‘A story about two (persons) who were
shamans.’ {F44]
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b. tuda Cugl’e-d+omni para-ge  irk-in
long.ago ancient-ATTR-people time-LOC one-ATTR
po+no-d’e up-10-d’'e?? Soromo-k
orphan+STAT-ATTR child-STAT-ATTR person-PRED
Ve-lel-ul
be-INFR-0-SF

‘Once upon a time, in the ancient people’s time, there
was one young orphan.’ |[F32]

c. ragkimol sekretar’+yo-t ejre-j-ben
rajkom secretary+STAT-SS:IPFV walk-ATTR-RELNR
o-d’e

COP-INTR:15G
‘I was (walking around as) the secretary of the regional
party committee.’

The Imperfective converb of the Stative can be used to quantify
the subject participant:
(242) a. erpeje-pul tahile kereke-pul modo-Uel-y1
Even-rL  ¢A  Koryak-PL sit-INFR-3PLIINTR
ninge-j numg+190-1
[lmany-ATTR] house-STAT-SS:PFV]
‘There were lots of Evens and Koryaks.” [FF50]

b. odul-pe tap  kun’-in+kun’-in n'ahanbo-d’e
Yukaghir-PL [that ten-ATTR-+ten-ATTR five-ATTR
budie Soromo+po-t irk-in. mieste-ge

above people-STAT-SS:PFV| one-ATTR place-LOC
mada-nu-1'el-ni

Sit-IPFV-INFR-3PL:INTR

‘Five hundred Yukaghirs lived at one place.’ [F50]

5.5.2.2. Stative marking with horrowed Russian adjectives. In
contrast with the Yukaghir qualitative verbs (4.3.2}, Russian ad-
Jectives are nominal, a fact which is obviously perceived by Yuk-
aghirs (given their native or near-native competence in Russian,
see 2.2). In order to overcome this contradiction, the Stative form
is employed when a Russian adjective is inserted into a Yukaghir
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sentence. In this way, the Russian adjectives are “transformed”
into Yukaghir qualitative verbs:
(243) a. aj arasno+po-d’e legul-ek a-mele
CP various+STAT-ATTR food-PRED make-OF:3sG
‘He made a variety of food again.’ [F26] (Russian
razn(yj) ‘different, various’
b. lebie-n+emey cisto+no-gen
earth-ATTR+mother clean+STAT-ATTR
‘Let the mother earth be clean.’ [F34] (Russian
chist{yj) ‘clean’).

c. Ve eg-uj-be-gi krute+no-d’e
that-POSS [rise-IPFV-LOCNR-POSS| steep+STAT-ATTR
mieste-k tat a-nu-gile

place-PRED so make-IPFV-3PL:OF
‘That thing, the upward slope, they make steep places
that way.” (Russian krut{oj) ‘steep’).

The Stative form is employed for a new Russian-based modal con-
struction with nedo ‘is necessary’ (see 9.2.7.1, 11.1.2) and consti-
tutes the morphological basis for the Transformative form (5.5.3)

5.5.3. The Transformative form

The Transformative form is created by means of the elements -po-¢
or-po-n, which can be morphologically analyzed as the Imperfec-
tive converb of the Stative (as in (242)) and the Stative-based
adverb (see 4.3.3, 4.2) respectively. These variants are used more
or less in the same way, showing at most some tendencies towards
a semantic distribution, rather than a clear semantic distinction.

Most often, the Transformative is used as an argument of the
verh kude- ‘to become, to happen, to begin’ (see 12.1.3.1.1). In
this function the two variants of the form are semantically equal
(‘to become X, to turn into X’), see (244)-(245). The form in -¢ is
commonly followed by the variant gude- of the verb (see 2.2.1.2)
and {245h)).
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b,
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tat aj $Sojl+non kude-j
CA CP stone-TRNSF become-INTR:3SG
‘Then he turned into a stone again.’ [F26]

tat ejre-t alme+non kude-j
[ca walk-ss:IPFV] shaman-TRNSF become-INTR:3SG
‘He walked in that way and became a shaman.’ [F45]

tat-mie  fomo-d’e qorobo gn’ce+not
that-QLT big-ATTR cow  bull+TRNSF
kude-j

become-INTR:38G

‘He became such a large bull.” [F27)

<...> tat Sgjl+not qude-l’el
CA stone-TRNSF become-INFR(35G)
. and she turned into a stone.” [F26]

This construction can be used in the temporal sense and for
weather expressions; in these functions the form in -pof is more

COIMIMOoI.

(246) a. ja-n n'emolhil+96t gude-j mit

(247) a.

three-ATTR year-TRNSF  become-INTR:3SG [our
kimd’i-1-0l

fight-0-RNR]

‘We have been fighting for three years.” [F31]

. pen joule i pot kude-j

it  evening-TRNSF become-INTR:38G
“The evening came’

il'ejerpot  kude-j

wind-TRNSF become-INTR:3SG

‘It became windy.” [F38]

. pen nado+pot  gudie-l’el

it  fall | TRNSF become-INFR(3SG)
“The fall came.’

With a number of transitive verbs, the Transformative noun phrase
siguifies the suggested function or the way of application of the O
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participan
(248) a.

t. In this function, the form in -yon is more common.
tig  3gil  jode-je+non min-te-7

this stone play-ATTR4-TRNSF take-FUT-TR:1PL
‘We will take this stone as a toy.” [F26]

tet  kenme+pon  irk-in towke-die-k

your friend +TRNSF one-ATTR dog-DIM-PRED
nium-me

find-oF:1/2sG

‘I have found a little dog, as a friend for you.” [F20]

jodod’ube tude abut+yon  ul’ege-lek

squirre] its nest-TRNSF grass-PRED
jeldie-nu-mele n'anme gar-e n'e-kie
tear-IPFV-OF:38G bush  bark-INSTR RECP-interval
“The squirrel is tearing grass mixed with bush bark for
its nest.” [I]

colhora-die-gele ug+non en-Ze-na
hare-DIM-ACC  child-TRNSF live-CAUS-3PL:TR
‘They were bringing up the little hare as a child.” [F14]

See also 12.1.3.1 for Transformative verb patterns.

6. Nominal derivation

6.1. Derivational suffizes

6.1.1. The Diminutive

The Diminutive is derived by means of the suffix -die- (/d/ alter-
nates with /#/ after obstruents, as described in 3.3.2.1); the final
/U, /U/ of a stem are dropped before the Diminutive marker (cf.
1.4); the final {£} of a stem alternates with /ie/, /a/ according
to the rules described in $.3.4.3.2}:

(249) o5l bul

3ail’bu-die  ‘little mouse’

v

Sal >  §g-die ‘little tree, stick’
Sagale > Saqala-die ‘little fox’
terike > terikie-die ‘(little) old woman’
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A noteworthy distributional feature of the Diminutive is that it
follows the Plural marker when combined within one word form:

(250) pulut-pe-die ‘(little) old men’
terike-p-tie  ‘(little) old women’
ugrpe-p-tie  ‘(little) children’

In many cases, the Diminutive seems to have rather affectionate
meaning. In order to stress the meaning ‘little’, the Diminutive
form can be combined with the Attributive form of the verb juko-
‘be little’.
(251)  juko-d’e qorobo-die-lek  tadi-pile

small-ATTR cow-DIM-PRED give-3PL:OF

‘They gave him a tiny cow.” [F27]

Another way to stress a very small quantity or size is to apply the
Diminutive suffix to a nominal form of this verb.

(252) ¢ul-e Juko-d’on-ben-die-lek pan-mele
meat-INSTR small-SBNR-RNR-DIM-PRED c00k-OF:35G

‘She cooked a very small piece of meat.” [F51]

In a few cases, the Diminutive entails singulative meaning;:

(253) wul’egera-die  ‘straw’
straws-DIM
cul-die ‘a little piece of meat’
meat-DIM

When applied to the negative form of the indefinite pronoun leme,
n'e-leme ‘nothing’; the Diminutive suffix has an emphatic impact
(like ‘not even a bit’).

(254) n'e-leme-die el-+lejdi-je Soromo-pul tite
[[NEG-what-DIM NEG-know-ATTR| person-PL  as
ti ta moda-nu-lle  me+kie-8’l’

here+there sit-IPFV-PFV] AFF-—come-INTR:1PL
‘Like people who do not know even a bit (about how
to hunt), we have come just having spent some time
here and there (without any success).’
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Finally, the Diminutive suffix is often used in combination with
recent borrowings from Russian, having no function buf to make
a word more Yukaghir-like, c.g., Suka-die ‘pike’ (from Russian
shchuka ‘pike’), dajka-die ‘sea gull’ (from Russian chajka ‘sea
gull’). In particular, this device is commonly applied to Russian
first names, e.g., Aleks’ej-die, Fgor-die, Migajla-die (in each word,
the first component is just a Russian male name).

6.1.2. The Augmentative

The Augmentative is derived by means of the suffix -tEge- (as
described in 8.3.4.1.5). The suffix is used very rarely and only for
reference to size:

(255) terike-tke ‘huge old woman’
pulut-tege  ‘huge old man’
fodi-tege  ‘huge tooth.

6.1.3. The suffix -d’-

The suffix -d’- productively derives ethnonyms, mostly from
names of places or rivers (see 5.3.1.2). There arc two clearly
lexicalized instances of such derivation: lebej-d™t ‘berries’ from
lebie ‘earth’, and ajbi-d’n ‘dead people, the world of the dead,
hell, Lower Earth’ (Lower Earth is a part of Yukaghir mythology,
roughly corresponding to hell} from ajbi ‘soul, shadow, ghost’.

6.1.4. The suffix -bE- (Locative nominalizer)

This suffix derives from verbs nouns with the general meaning
‘place where people (usually) do X’, where X is the action denoted
by the verb stem (Krejnovich 1982:88-89). In most cases, the
noun is derived from a verb marked for Imperfective, either by the
regular Imperfective marker -nu- (6.3.2), or by one of the Iterative
suffixes (6.3.3.2):

(256) Sgj-nu-be ~ Fpgul-nu-be  ‘entrance’
enter-IPFV-LOCNR.
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Saqal’a-nu-be ~ Faqad’i-be ‘club, meeting place’
gather-IPFV-LOCNR

mada-nu-be ‘seat’
Sit-IPFV-LOCNR

oh-uj-be ‘place where a river is crossed’
cross.river-ITER-LOCNR.

orp-uj-be ‘mountain pass’
climb-ITER-LOCNR

eg-uj-be ‘mooring’
stand.up-ITER-LOCNR

uk-s"i-be ‘exit’
20.0ut-ITER-LOCNR

equ-Zu-be ‘path’
walk-ITER-LOCNR

pejdu-be ‘stairs, bridge’
step-LOCNR

modi-be ‘place of residence’
reside-LOCNR

godo-be ‘bed’

lie-LOCNR

moj-bo ‘handle’

hold-LoCcNR

There are also few cases where the Locative nominalizer is applied
to a non-verbal stern:

(257) pude-be ‘top, surface’
above-LOCNR
ottu-nu-be ‘fireplace’
fire-IPFV-LOCNR
azu-be ‘conversation’

word-LOCNR

6.1.5. The suffix -fa-

The suffix -¢a- derives from nouns nouns with the meaning ‘a place
where there are many Xs', where X is an entity denoted by the
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nominal stem:

(258) Soromo-cda  ‘crowded place’
person-DER
pie-ca ‘hilly, mountaneous place’
hill-DER
unun-ca ‘place where there are many rivers’
river-DER

6.1.6. The suffix -i-

This suffix derives from verbs nouns denoting instruments or ma-
terials, or other means employed for the action (cf. Krejnovich
1982:81}. The list of derivatives is:

(259) éZahat-v ‘paint’
paini-NR
ind -1 ‘thread, vein’
sew-NR
ibig-1 ‘breast, milk’
suck-NR
keopd’-v ‘anvil’
forge-NR
0%-1 ‘water’
drink-NR
tod-1 ‘tooth’
bite-NR.
died’e-d-1 ‘cold, chill’

cold-PRPR:INCH-NR

6.1.7. The suffix -ra- {-Za-)

The suffix -ra- derives a few substantives denoting various items of
the household. The suffix is compatible with nominal (260a), ver-
bal (260b) and adverbial (260c) stems. In addition, it is attested
in a few synchronically non-derived stems (260d).



(260) a.

Soboho-ra
trough-DER
jus’e-ra
smoke-DER
ul’ege-ra
grass-DER.

orpu-nd’i-ra
hang-ITER-DER
Gine-rq
stoop-DER

Sajde-ra
across-DER

kenke-ra
jerée-ra
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‘trough’

‘smoke-producing fireplace
against mosquitoes’
‘straws’

‘rack’

‘sloping stake’ (in the traditional
Yukaghir house)

‘cross stake’ (in the traditional
Yukaghir house)

‘bucket’
‘pitch fork’

In particular, this suffix is commonly attached to Russian loan-
words with similar semantics, e.g., loska-ra ‘spoon’ (Russian
lozhka ‘spoon’), keuse-ra ‘ladle’ (Russian kovsh ‘ladle’).

The suffix can be also distinguished in a small group of other
derived substantives, which do not belong to this semantic group:

(261) dine-ra
chop-DER
jos’e-ra
lump-DER.
jolle-ra
decayed.stuff-DER
ugurée-ra
ski-DER

‘a sunk part of tree’
‘bubble’
‘very old woman’

‘poplar’

A small group of nouns are derived by the suffix -Za-, which can be
considered a variant of -ra-, e.g., dplien-Za ‘cedar bush’ (cf. Solie
‘cedar nut’), lamun-Za ‘a floating part of tree’ (cf. lamut with
apparently the same meaning).
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6.1.8. The suffix -(z)I’-

The suffix -{i)I” derives a closed set of de-verbal nouns, which
signify mostly a typical agent or instrument involved the action
denoted by the verb stem, i.e., it has a meaning like ‘somebody
or something which does V' (Krejnovich 1982:86-87). The list of
attested examples is:

(262} deké-al’ ‘foreman’
be.skilful-NR
ger-al’ ~ Sez-il’ ‘covering, roof’
cover-NR
noh-il’ ‘bundle, string’
string-NR
tob-il’ ‘lid, cover’
close-NR
orpo-1’ ‘hanger’
hang-NR
puk-il’ ‘bubble, balloon’
swell.up-NR

6.1.9. Other suffixes

There are some other suffixes, attested in one or two cases each
(Krejnovich 1982:85-89); some examples:

(263) kop-u ‘crack, split’ (kgy- ‘split, chop’)
ind’i-rgt  ‘hand-bag for sewing accessories’
(iyd't ‘thread’)

im-ol ‘riding deer’ (#ma- ‘sit on deer back, hoat, etc.’)
Sogi-ye  ‘pocket’ (Sogi ‘bag’)
an-ur ‘palate’ {ape ‘mouth’)

6.2. Compounds

The only regular type of compounding is of the form N;-ATTR+INs.
As described in £.3.1.2.5, from the phonological point of view, the
Attributive form cannot be considered a fully free word form (given
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the possible alternation -d ~ -n under phonological conditions de-
termined by the head noun}. That is why it is not easy to delineate
noun phrases with Attributive dependent nouns and compounds
based on the same structural scheme (sce examples (230)). What
has to be stated is that there are such collocations with the fol-
lowing properties (which distinghuish these collocations from those
described in 5.1.1):

1. The meaning of the combination is not predictable from the
meanings of its components.

2. Before a vowel-initial stem, only the variant -d of the Attribu-
tive marker is allowed; its alternation with -n is allowed (and
required} only beforc a consonant.

3. With respect to the Possessive marking, the collocation be-
haves like a single noun stem, i.e., the Possessive marking on
the Attribute (the Possessive Attributive form, see 5.1.2) is
disallowed.

Some examples:

(264) apd’e-n-Sorome ‘pupil’
eye-ATTR-person
Sa-d-abut ‘coffin’
tree-ATTR-case
apd’e-d-abut ‘entrails, internal fat’
eye-ATTR-case
dothoro-n-lebejdy ‘red currants’
hare-ATTR-berries
epie-n-cekdil’ ‘ladybird’
grandmother-ATTR-foreman
jaga-d-as’e ‘horse’
Yakut-ATTR-deer
jos’e-d-amun ‘buttock’

lump-ATTR-bone

This way of word formation can be applied for naming new phe-
nomena, c¢f. two alternative nouns for spectacles, $oj-d-apd’e
(stone-ATTR-eye} and apd’e-d-asbt (eye-ATTR-shade).
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In some cases, one member of such a compound does not occur
independently:

(265) anpa-n-muge ‘lip’ aga ‘mouth’
Jouho-d-art ‘bag’ jouho ‘back’
§in-d-amun ‘back of the head’ amun ‘bone’

6.8. Lexicalization of verb forms
8.3.1. Lexicalization of Action Nominals

Quite a number of nouns result from lexicalization of the Action
Nominal forms of verbs:

(266) emi- ‘night’
be.dark-ANR
ed-u-{ ‘life’
live-0-ANR
&itne- ‘length’
be long-ANR
con-u-l ‘taste’
be tasty-0-ANR
jodo-1 ‘package’
tle-ANR
joul’e-1 ‘illness’
be.ill-ANR
{ad -1 ‘soot’
blacken.with.smoke-ANR
leg-u-1 ‘food’
eat-(J-ANR,
Sorome-n'-y-{ ‘relative’

persen-PRPR-0-ANR

6.3.2. Lexicalization of Subject Nominals
The following Subject Nominalizations (see 6.1.3.5) seem to have
been lexicalized:
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(267) el+apd’e-n-d’on ‘blind’
NEG+eye-PRPR-SBNR
dom-mu-jon ‘adult’
big-INCH-SBNR
en-d’on ‘animal’
alive-SBNR
er-con ‘disaster, misfortune’
bad-SBNR
lejdi-jon ‘wizard’
know-SBNR

6.3.3. Lexicalizations with the Relative Nominalizer -ben

The following forms created by means of the Relative Nominalizer
-ben (see 6.1.3.6) seem to have been lexicalized:

(268) Sajde-ben ‘width’
across-RELNR
ejmie-ben ‘the other bank’
over.there-RELNR
kvmdi-jo-l-ben ‘warrior’
fight-QLT-ANR-RELNR
n'an’-u-I-ben ‘devil, sinner’
sinful-0-ANR-RELNR
n'e- lej-nu-I-ben-pe ‘predators’
RECP-| eat-IPFV-ANR-RELNR-PL
como-I-ben ‘elk’

big- ANR-RELNR

6.3.4. Lexicalization of Attributive forms

Quite a number of nouns result from lexicalization of the Attribu-
tive forms of verbs in -je ~ -d’e ~ -fe (see 5.3.3, 6.1.2}; in some
cases, the last vowel of the noun is /a/ (Krejnovich 1982:90-95).

(269) $gojlo-d’e ‘roast (meat)’
roast-RES-NR,
como-d’e ‘elder’

be.big-NR
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&ie-d’e ‘cold, winter’
be.cold-NR

cen-ce ‘cheer, beauty’
be.funny-NRr

con-ce ‘fat’
be.tasty-NR.

egie-d’e ‘rein, lead’
lead-NR

emi-d’e ‘point, spot’
be.dark-NR,

emi-s'e ‘darkness’
be.dark-NR,

jero-d’e ‘ford’
shallow-NR

jode-je ‘toy’
play-NR

jenZo-d’e ‘blanket’
sleep-NR

amu-n’-d’a ‘bony fish’

hone-PRPR-NR

6.4. Conversion

Some nouns are derived from verbs via conversion, without any
overt morphological marking:

(270) ahurpe-  ‘suffer’ ‘suffering, torment’
canbe- ‘help’ ‘help’
Cuy Ze- ‘think’ ‘thought’
jagte- ‘sing’ ‘song’
jepis’e-  ‘be variegated’ ‘variegation’
12ulbe- ‘be tired ‘tiredness’
¢umus’e- ‘fish’ ‘fishing rod’

¢olho- ‘hollow’ ‘hollowing tool’



Chapter 6
Verb morphology

1. Major types of verb forms

The verb paradigm falls into four subparadigms: the Finite forms,
the Attributive forms, the Nominal forms, and the switch-reference
forms (converbs). This section describes how these forms are built,
and provides an overview of their functions (which are treated in
more detail in the respective chapters on syntax).

1.1. The Finite forms
1.1.1. Formation

1.1.1.1. Major morphological patterns. The Finite verb forms are
built according to the following position class patterns, (271) for
non-Imperative forms, (272) for Imperative forms:

(271) me+ ett  el+ V.  -lel/-moz -pi-te -Xi
AFF+IRLS+NEG+stem-INFR/PRSP-PL-FUT-AGR

(272) et V  -pi-ge/-le Xz
NEG | stem-PL-IMP/PROH-AGR

The first line of each scheme shows the morphemic items, the
second one, their glosses, For the morphological items occupying
the final positions of these shemes {X,, X3), see Tables 13 and 14.
The Indicative paradigm distinguishes Main and Focus-indicating
(Subject-Focus and Object-Focus } forms.?
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Table 13. Indicative forrus: basic allomorphs of the Focus/Person markers

Transitive paradigm (jug- ‘see, look at’)

Main forms

Object-Focus forms

non-Future Future non-Future Future
1sG | jug jug-t Jug-me jug-te-me
25¢ | jug-me-k Jug-te-me-k jug-me jup-te-me
38G | jug-m Jug-te-m jug-me-le jug-te-m-le
1PL | jug-j Jug-te-3 Jug-l jup-te-l
2PL | jug-met jug-te-met Jug-met jup-te-met
3pL | jue-pa jug-pi-te-m Jug-pi-le jug-ni-te-m-le

Intransitive paradigm (§ohie ‘get lost, disappear’)

Main forms

Subject-Focus forms

non-Future Future non-Future Future
1sG | Sohie-pe §ohie-te-je Fohie-l Johie-te-1
258G | dohie-je-k Sohie-te-je-k Fohie- Sohie-te-1
3sa | Sohie-j Johie-te-j Johie-l Sohie-te-1
1PL | Sohie-je-1% Sohie-te-3-1% Fohie-1 fohie-te-1
2PL | Sphie-je-mel  Sohie-te-j-met Sohie-1 Sohie-te-1
3PL | Sohie-m Johie-ni-te-j Sohie-gi-1 Sohie-ni-te-l

Note: See 9.3.3 on the alternations of the initial /§/ in the Intransitive Main

Table 14. Imperative and Interrogative forms

paradigm and in the 1PL transitive Main form; 7.34.1.1, 3.3.4.1.2,
3.3.4.1.3 on the alternations associated with the morphonemic {E};
3.3.5 on the cpenthetic submorphs employed within the verb inflection.

Imnperative Prohibitive Interrogative

Simple Complex
25G | jaqa-k jaga-ge-k el-aga-le-k jaga-k
2PL | juga-mi-k jaga-ni-ge-k el-Uaga-gi-le-k jaga-met
3sa jaga-ge-n el-f’aga-ge-n Jjege
3rL Jaqa-pi-ge-n el-I’aga-ni-ge-n jaga-ni
1rL jaga-ge cl-l’aga-ge jaqa-I-ok
1sG Jaga-mt

Note: The simple 25G Imperative marker is zero after consonant-final stems,

e.g., jan ‘send!’, gon ‘gol’, lek ‘eat!’ (from leg- ‘eat’). There are, however,
some exceptions: the overt Imperative marker can be attached to some
stems by inserting the epenthetic -u- kel-u-k ‘comel’, piedet-u-k ‘burn!’.
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1.1.1.2. On the internal structure of the agreement paradigms.
The paradigms in Tables 13, 14 observe a number of partial mor-
phological regularities, which are not reflected in schemes (271)-
(272). For example, all 25G markers might be further analyzed as
sequences of two suffixes, where only the final -k (absent from the
SF and OF forms only} is an agreement marker, while -je- signi-
fies intransitivity, -me-, transitivity, and -{, Focus on the subject.
Then, we could also speak of a zero morph which would distin-
guish the Imperative and the Interrogative from the Indicative.
Roughly the same regularity can he observed for the third person
forms (at least, if we fake into account the Future forms, which
reveal the morphs -j and -m(e), absent from the non-Future Plural
forms).

On the other hand, the 2PL forms, although showing a rather
“stable” (i.e., constant across the paradigm) agreement marker,
deviate from this pattern as far as transitivity /focus marking is
concerned: the transitivity marker does not show up {or is merged
with the person marker), and the Main vs. OF distinction is not
expressed. Further deviations are found in the first person forms
of transitive verbs: in the 18G forms, the transitive morph -me- is
employed to distinguish the OF form from the Main form; in the
1PL forms, the “intransitive” opposition (-7 vs. -I) does this duty,
while the agreement suffix (-1’%) is absent. Certainly, one could
think of varicus functional accounts of thesc deviations and of the
structure of the paradigm as a whole (see, for example, {Ostrowski
1983)). Yet, for the purposes of this grammar, it is apparently
sufficient just to present the paradigm as it is. In glosses, these
markers are treated as portmanteau morphs. However, whenever
necessary, | refer to the morphological elements -m{e}- and -j{e)-
as transitive and intransitive morphs respectively.

1.1.2. Distribution of the Finite forms

The finite forms arc used in one-clause (simple) sentences and
in main clauses within multiclausal sentences. The finite forms
are distributed over two interdependent functional parameters, the
illocutionary sentence type and the grammatical Focus. On the
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onc hand, neither the Imperative nor the Interrogative forms can
enter the grammatical Focus construction. On the other hand,
with respect to the Focus semantics (see [2.3), the Imperative
forms are similar to the Main forms, inasmuch as both can serve
as the single element within the scope of the illocutive operator
(narrow focus). This property is manifested by the capability of
being the only overt element of a main clause:

(273) a. tabun gqon-te-l-ben-pe kel-delle
[that go-CAUS-ANR-RELNR-PL come-SS:PFV]
MoN-Ny-ni: el+kgdin-mie

say-IPFV-3PLINTR NEG-right-QLT(NEG:35G)
‘Those who had brought it there, came back and said:
“(It) does not fit"." [F3|

b. ajr-nu-t ta meme-le
|shoot-1PFV-8S:IPFV]| there bear-INSTR
kudede-pa n’elbet-ya

kill-PFv-3PL:TR | skin-3PL:TR
‘They shot and killed a bear. (They) skinned
(it).” [F54]

(274) a. gon
go(IMP:25G)
‘Gol’
b. n'e+min-gi-ge-n
RECP-take-PL-IMP-2
‘Let them marry!” (lit. ‘take each other’) [K1]

This is impossible for the Focus-indicating and Interrogative
forms. The SF forms and the OF forms are used only in the
nominal Focus constructions (Krejnovich 1982:204-216), that is,
they constitute a finite clause only in combination with a noun
phrase in the Predicative form.?
(275) a. met n'adin  irk-in pagpa-die-k kel-u-1
H toward one-ATTR woman-DIM-PRED come-0-SF
‘A girl came towards me.” |T2|
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b. tet-ek agfi-nu-pile
you-PRED search-1PFV-3PL:OF
‘It’s you whom they arc seeking.” [T2]

In particular, the Focus construction (hence, the SF or the OF
form) is the only option in questions with an Interrogative pronoun
in the intransitive subject function or in the direct object function
(Krejnovich 1982:232-234), i.e., whenever a constituent able to
trigger the grammatical Focus marking is questioned.

(276) a. kin-tek jagqie-1¥
who-PRED sing-SF
‘Who is singing?’ [F'13]

b. lem-dik kes i-me
what-PRED bring-OF:28G
‘What have you brought?’ [F33]

Similarly, the Interrogative forms are used only in the context of a
non-Focus question word (277). General {yes/no) questions allow
only the Indicative forms {278a); the Indicative form is also an
option in specific questions (278b). Thus, an Interrogative form
(exactly like a Focus-indicating form) cannot constitute the narrow
focus of an interrogative claunse.

(277) a. noyon  met nonol-ge igie-k?
what for my snaretrap-LOoC get.caught-ITR:28G
‘Why did you get caught in my snare trap?’ [F19]

b. mit emd’e nogon  kuded-ok?
our younger.sibling what.for kill-1ITR:1PL
‘What have we killed our younger brother for?’ [F21]

(278) a. irk-in cas-ke demej-te-jek?
one-ATTR hour-LOC finish-FUT-INTR:28G
‘Will you finish in an hour?’ [F43]
b. neme leg-u-t ed’-u-t ejre-jek?
[|what eat-0-ss:1PFV| live-0-sS:IPFV] walk-INTR:25G
‘What have you been living on?’ [K3]
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For further details on the Focus marking, see 9.1.1, 12.2-12.3.
For question types, see 13.2. The functions of the Imperative are
described in 2.8.

1.1.3. Polarity

1.1.3.1. Negative forms. The Negative Main forms are identical
for transitive and intransitive verbs (Jochelson 1905; Krejnovich
1982:203-204): the first and second person markers are taken from
the Intransitive Main paradigm, the third person marker is zero
(for intransitive verbs, the regular 3G marker -j is possible as
well), see Table 13.

The Imperative forms take the regular negative prefix, yet the
negative counterpart of the simple Imperative forms contains also
the Prohibitive suffix (Table 14); sce 2.8 for examples. For further
details on negation, see 1.5.4.

1.1.3.2. The Affirmative prefix. The Affirmative marker me- can
be attached only to a Main form. The overt Affirmative marker
is by no means obligatory, that is, the finite verb of an affirma-
tive sentence is normally not overtly marked for polarity.?® The
only exception is the Irrealis form, which is most often used in
combination with the Affirmative marker; sce 2.4, Otherwise, the
Affirmative marker can be used in order to emphasize the assertion
expressed by the finite verb.

(279) a. m+onorn’e-jek
AFF+lie-INTR:25G
“You are lying!’ [F14]

Table 15. Affirmative and negative finite forms

Intransitive: amde- ‘die’ Transitive: a- ‘make’ {FUT)
15G | amde-je el+amde-je a-t el-+a-te-je
258G | amde-jek  el+omde-jek a-te-mek  el-i-a-te-jek
35¢ | amde-j el+amde ~ el+amde-j | a-te-m el-+a-1
1PL | amde-jl" el+amde-jl'i i-te-7 el-+a-te-j1%
2rL | amde-jmet  el+amde-jmet a-te-met  el+a-fe-jmet
3rL | amde-pi el+amde-pi a-pi-te-m  el+a-gi-t
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b. me-met-ahurpe-§-ce
AFF-+REFL+suffer+ CAUS-INTR:1SG
‘I make myself suffer.’

1.2, The Attributive forms
1.2.1. Formation
The Attributive forms are built by means of the (in)transitivity
morphs, as singled out in 1.1.1: the Active Attributive form is
derived by adding the suffix -j{e}, the Passive Attributive form,
by the same suffixes that are used for the OF forms (see Table
13). The Passive Attributive markers normally cross-reference the
subject of the relative clause. Howcver, the form in -me can be
used as a generic (“impersonal”) Passive Attributive form. Both
types of Attributive forms can contain the regular Future marker
(280), although such examples are rather infrequent {see 2.3 on
the functions of the Future).
(280) a. tet-kele  tat jelo-hude jog-to-i-ée

[vou-Acc ca back-DIR arrive-CAUS-FUT-ATTR|

foromo oj-l'e

person NEG-be(NEG:38G)

“There is nobody who would bring you back.” [T1]

b. tap mel pahu-nu-t-me mieste af
that [I  seine-IPFV-FUT-ATTR:18G| place cP
el+uke-j

NEG-¢exit-PFV(NEG:35G)
“That place wherc [ am going to put my seine has not
appeared yet (=it is still under the water).’

The Passive Attributive forms are morphologically distinguished
from the OF forms in that they cannot get the modal markers
{that is, they cannot be marked for the Inferential, Prospective
and Irrealis meanings), while the OF forms have the full range of
finite morphology.

For a description of relative clauses, see 71.3. For further de-
tails on the Focus construction and its formal relation to relative
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clauses, see 12,2,

1.2.2. Functions of the Active Attributive form
The Active Attributive form scrves to build relative clauses (11.3).
(281) a. ja-n ug-n'e-j omni

[three-ATTR child-PRPR-ATTR] family

‘a family of three children’

b. mit-tn  gojl kej-ce lebie
[we-DAT god give-ATTR| land
‘the land that God has given to us' [F8]

The Active Attributive forms of the qualitative verbs commonly
serve as simple attributes, thus taking over the functions associ-
ated with adjectives in other languages.

(282) kellugi-je Soromo ‘lazy person’
lige-je pulut ‘very old man’
omo-s’e lequl ‘good food’

1.2.3. Functions of the Passive Attributive Forms

The Passive Attributive forms serve to build relative clauses with
non-subject relativized participants (see 11.3.1). The Attributive
marker cross-references the subject of the relative clanse.

(283) a. mit Sohu-Se-l ani-pe
[we get.lost-CAUS-ATTR:1PL] fish-PL
‘the fishes that we have lost’

b. pod’erqo efmunde-ge a-mele uj-{
[day half-LoC  make-ATTR:35G] work-ANR
‘the work which he has done in half a day’ [K4]

c. lunbuge tadi-mele Joromo-gi
[pot give-ATTR:38G] person-POSS
‘that man of his, to whom he has given the pot’ [I]
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d. tude-gele pesie-j-pile mieste
[he-acC  throw-PFV-ATTR:3PL| place
‘the place where they have left him.’ [F31]

The form in -me can be used either as one of the agreement forms
(for 1sG or 2sG subject (284a)) or as a generic Passive Attributive
form {with unspecified subject (284b}).
(284) a. met jowletl’e-me  margil’

[I  love-ATTR:18G]| girl

‘my sweetheart’ [F59)

b. el+lek-te-me lebie-n+en-d’on
[NEG+eat-FUT-ATTR earth-ATTR+live-SBNR]
el+kude-s i-nnu-lek!

NEG+kill-ITER-HAB-PROH-25G
‘Never kill animals that will not be eaten!’ [K3]

1.8. The Nomnal forms
1.3.1. Formation

There are four major Nominal forms, which have the regular Nom-
inal paradigm (see 5.1):

e The Action Nominal, suffix -#

(285) joulus -u-l ‘{a situation of) asking’
ask-0-ANR
kel-u-1 ‘(a situation of) coming’
come-0-ANR
pala- ‘(a situation of) escaping’
escape-ANR

see 3.3.5.2 on the epenthetic -u-, 5.1.4.3 on the omission of the
final /I/ before inflectional suffixes. Note that the Action Nominal
marker and the SF marker are clearly related (see also 12.2). Yet,
in contrast to the SF form, the Action Nominal is completely noun-
like in its external morphology and syntax (see 1.3.2, 8.1.2.1, 11.1).
Some Action Nominal forms have been lexicalized (sce 5.6.3.1).
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e The Result Nominal, suffix -of:

(288} joulus’-ol ‘question or another result of asking’

ask-RNR

kel-ol ‘a result of coming, somebody’s having come’
come-ENR

leg-ol ‘a result of eating, somebody’s having eaten’
eat-RNR

The Result Nominal formation commonly involves the epenthetic
-l-; see 3.3.5.1 for examples. See 5.1.4.3 on the omission of the
final /I/ before inflectional suffixes.

# The Subject Nominal, suffix -jod ~ -jon:

(287) el+lejdi-jon ‘one who does not know’
NEG - know-SBNR
nug-jon ‘one who is smiling’
lough-SBNR
pala-jon ‘onc who is escaping or has escaped’

escape-SBNR

See £.3.3 on the alternations of the initial -5 and 5.3.1.2.3 on the
alternations of the final consonant.

o The Relative Nominal is derived by means of the general nom-
inalizer -ben (see 7.1.2.3), which can be attached to an At-
tributive form or to the Action Nominal form {in its attribu-
tive function, see 1.3.2). Some examples:

(288) ed’-u-l-ben ‘somebody who is living’
live-(-ANR-RELNR.
ejre-j-ben ‘somebody who is walking’
walk-ATTR-RELNR
03o-te-j-ben ‘something to drink’

drink-FUT-ATTR-RELNR
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far-nu-me-ben ‘somebody | was catching’
catch-IPFV-ATTR:!1SG-RELNR

a-mele-ben ‘something done by him’
make-ATTR:3SG-RELNR

kej-gile-ben ‘something given by them’

give-3PL:ATTR-RELNR

There are two other nominal forms, the Supine form in -din ~ -tin
{1.3.3) and the Prospective Nominal form (1.3.5), which is derived
from an Action Nominal or from a Result Nominal by means of
the nominal Prospective suffix -moZa- (see 5.5.4).

1.3.2. Functions of the Action Nominal
The Action Nominal is completely noun-like with respect to its ex-
ternal morphology: it can be inflected for any case (289a)-(289b),
it takes the nominal Plural marker and the Possessive markers
(289a}, it can be the argument of a postposition {289c), etc.
(289) a. tay para-ge tay Sagal’a-pe-de-ge
that time-LOC [that assemble-PL-POSS-LOC]
gamun-de ug+po-d’e foromo-k
how.many-INDF child+STAT-ATTR. person-PRED
n'e+min-ni-l
RECP+take-3PL-SF
‘At that time, when they assembled, several young
people married.” |[K1]

b. met-ket kebe-j-& tet  paglu-l-ef
I-ABL  go-PFV-IMP:25G you be.sly-ANR-INSTR
‘Escape from me by means of your cunning.’ [F31]

c. mit emd’e §l'upke-ge mada-l lagin
our younger.sibling [boat-LOC sit-ANR AD:DIR|
tude epie-get el+loda

his  granny-ABL NEG-fall{NEG:35G)
‘Our younger brother had been clinging to his granny
until we boarded the boat.” [K3]

For internal structure of nominal clauses, see 9.1.2.
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The Action Nominal can express both facts (290a) and situa-
tions (290b), (289¢), but the situation meaning is more common.

(290) a. tat gude-de-jle lejtej-m ug-10-1
[cA become-POSS-ACC| learn-TR:38G child-STAT-ANR
alme
shaman

‘The young shaman, learned that he; had transformed
(himself;) in such a way.’ [F44]

b. mit emd’e cohoce budie-t mit-kele
our younger.sibling hill SUPER-ABL we-ACC
Jug-m, mit anil tk-éi-l-gele

see-TR:35G [we fish catch-ITER-ANR-ACC]

‘Our younger brother saw us fishing from the

shore.” [K5]
See 11.1 for a detailed description of the Action Nominal com-
plement clauses, 71.4, for the use of the Action Nominal in the

adverbial clauses.
The Action Nominal can be used for indirect questions.

(291) a. n’ied’c-te-j godo el+noj-ne- Soromo
tell-FUT-INTR:3SG |[how NEG-leg-PRPR-ANR people
noj-te-cé-u-l
leg-CAUS-ITER-0-ANR]

‘He will tell how he made legs for legless people.” [F31]

b. tat mon-d’e grd’-o-l lebie-ge godo
CA say-INTR:15G |middle-VR-ANR earth-LOC how
leme wujr-l

what work-ANR]
‘So I described how and what I had been doing on the
Middle Earth.” [F'31]

For a description of indirect questions, see 13.5.2.2.
Finally, the Action Nominals are used to build relative clauses,
i.e., the Action Nominal can modify a noun.
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(292) a. pude godo-l1  kimny el+uSe-le-k
[outside lie-ANR] whip NEG+touch-PROH-2SG
‘Do not touch the whip that is lying outside’ [F'19]

b. tanpiger d’e titte modo-l mieste-ypin
CA DP [their sit-ANR] place-DAT
kebe-j-nu-l'el-y1
gO—PFV—IPF‘V-INFR.—E\PLIINTR
“Then they went away to the place where they
Hved.” [K3]

Exactly as was described for the Active Attributive forms, the Ac-
tion Nominal of qualitative verbs can be used to attribute proper-
ties:
(293) a. tintay ad-u-l igeje-pul-gele kopd-u-m
that  [strong-0-ANR] rope-PL-ACC gather-0-TR:38G
‘He gathered thosc strong ropes.’ [F48]

b. tat [’e-lle omo-1 towke-pul-gele cumu
[so be-ss:PFV] [good-ANR| dog-PL-ACC  all
MIN-14
take-3PL: TR

“Then they took all the good dogs.’ [F54]

See 11.3.1-11.3.2 for a description of relative clauses with the Ac-
tion Nominal.

1.3.3. Functions of the Supine

The Supine is used to express purpose. Although this form is for-
mally identical to the Possessive Dative form of the Action Nom-
inal (5.1.3, 5.1.4.3), it occurs independently of the person of the
subject, that 1s, in contradiction to what would be expected for a
Possessive form (see 5.3, 14.1.2).
(294) a. tet t1  er-don a-din kie-s’ek
you here [bad-sBNR make-SUP| come-INTR:2SG
“You have come here to do bad things.” [F47]
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b. tud-in  bankae-le lebejdi  Saqal’e-§-tin
[he-DAT tin-INSTR [berries assemble-CAUS-SUP]|
igeje-§-telle tadi-j
rope-PRPR:CAUS-SS:PFV| give-TR:1PL
“We gave him a tin to collect berrics and fastened it te
him." [K4]
Like the Action Nominal, the Supine can take the nominal Plural
marker.

{295) e en-d’on-gin  noj-pe-gi wj-mele
other live-SBNR-DAT leg-PL-POSS work-OF:38G
er-con-get dejre-pe-din pala-din
[bad-SBNR-ABL run.away-PL-SUP| [escape-SUP]
‘He endowed other animals with legs, for them to run
away from bad things, to escape.’ [F'9]

Note that the Dative form of the Action Nominal can be used in a
similar meaning, yet in a far more restricted set of environments.
More specifically, such usage is atfested only in a construction
with a verb of movement:

(296) a. jegte-l-yin gon-i
sing-ANR-DAT go-INTR:3SG
‘He went to sing.’

b. tami-i-pin qon-d’e
help-ANR-DAT go-INTR:1SG
‘T went to help.’

See 11.4.4 for further details on the Supine Purpose clause. The
Supine also constitutes an element of some specific valence pat-
terns (see 11.2.2) and of the Periphrastic Prospective form (sec
2.9.1).

1.3.4. Functions of the Result Nominal

The Result Nominal has an extremely wide array of functions,
including the result of a situation, the affected participant of a
situation, the situation itself, ete.
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Basically, the Result Nominal is used to denote something re-
sulting from a situation, in particular, its visible traces (Krejnovich
1982:140; 208-209).

(297) a. tat qon-u-t il'le-1 Soromo Cuge-k
[cA go-0-ss:IPFV] other-ANR person  track-PRED
num-mele, erpeje-pul mid-o-pe-gi
find-0F:3sG |Even-PL roam-RNR-PL-POSS|
‘So she went and found tracks of other people, traces
of the Evens’ wandering.” [F54]

b. ta a-mele mieste-de-jle kpnze
[there make-ATTR:3sG] place-Poss-acc [|K.
menmeg-0ol  mon-u-i nlie-nu-na

jump-RNR|  say-0-8s:IPFV| call-IPFV-3PL:TR.
‘The places which he has made there are called “tracks
of Koje’s jumping”.” [F8]

¢. tottu-l-o-gt id’t jen-nu-j
[stick-0-RNR-POSS| now visible-IPFV-INTR:3SG
atag-un fuis moj-i

[two-ATTR basket hold-$S:IPFV]

‘Now it can be seen that she has stuck there, holding
two baskets.” (from a mythological story explaining
how the spots on the moon have appeared). [F2|

The Result Nominal can refer to the object participant of the
situation signified by the verb stem which either results from or
has been affected by the situation.

(298) a. mit-in  legul-e Soromo-pul kes’i-pa tet
we-DAT food-INSTR person-PL  bring-3PL:TR [you
mid’-ol-gele
take-RNR-ACC]

‘People brought us (some) food, something that you
had taken.’ |F22|

b. tet eris’ met jowlus’-ol mon-te-jek
you badly [ ask-RNR]  say-FUT-INTR:2SG
‘You will answer my question wrongly.” [F31]
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It is worth noting that the Result Nominal in this function can take
a noun phrase denoting the affected participant as an argument.

(299) a. ja-n korobka toh-o-de-gele urun
[three-ATTR box close-RNR-POSS-ACC| bed
al  pgni-m
SUB put-TR:38G
‘She put three closed boxes of hers under the
bed.” [F43]|

b. pude  numg arga n'e-leme  oj-le
outside house near NEG-what NEG-be(NEG:35G)
los’il éin-ol-get jen-ben
[fire.wood chop-RNR-ABL] other-RELNR
‘Outside, near the house, there was nothing but the
chopped firewood.” [F22]

The Result Nominal can be used to refer to the location where
the situation has taken place (see also 11.4.2, 15.5.3.1 on the use
of the Result Nominal for Spatial adverbial clauses). This use
1s apparently motivated by the fact that the location is likely to
preserve somc traces of the situation.

(300) a. mido-t uZZ6-k pej-Zi-pile
[wander-$s:IPFV| gun-PRED threw-ITER-3PL:OF
tuda  tittel modo-l-ol-ge
[earlier they live-0-RNR-LOC]

‘When wandering, they saluted the place where they
used to live with their guns.’ [K1|

b. duge-de-jle NUGU-T S5l 'bul+7 ot
track-rP0OSS-ACC find-TR:35G [[mouse-TRNSF
gude-delle Segre-j-l-o-de-jle

become-3S:PFV] run.away-PFV-0-RNR-POSS-ACC]
‘He found his trace, the place where he had run way
after having turned into a mouse.’ [F44|

The Result Nominal form is typically used for titles of mytholog-
ical stories on particular issues of the world creation (in order to
indicate that the events described in the story have entailed some
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results relevant for the present state of the world).

(301) a. grd’-o-l lebie-ge  gristos ed™-u-l-e
middle-vVR-ANR. earth-LOC Christ live-0-ANR
a-l-0-gi

make-()-RNR-POSS
‘How Christ created life on the Middle Earth.” [F9]

b. kgie kukul el+-lebie  pon’-o-l-o-gi
K. devil NEG+land leave-RES-0-RNR-POSS
‘How devil Koje was left without land.” [F8]

The Result Nominal can he used to express situations and facts.
In these functions, the Result Nominal serves as the relative-past
counterpart of the Action Nominal; see 711.1 for the use of the
Result Nominal in various types of complement clauses, 11.4.1.1
for its use in the Anterior adverbial clause, 171.3.2 for its use in
relative clauses. It can also be used as a (nominal) predicate, see
12.1.1.4.

1.3.5. Functions of the Prospective Nominal

The Prospective Nominal form denotes anything (be it an event
or an entity) which can entail or bring about the situation sig-
nified by the verb (see 5.5.4 on the semantics of the Prospective
marker). For example, the Prospective form in (302a) may signify
a situation which could help the participants to hide themselves,
a place suitable for this purpose, or the like.

(302) a. ahidu-l+mozu aps’i-t wrk-in
[hide-ANR+PRSP search-SS:IPFV| one-ATTR
kurie-ge  Son-mt
fence-LOC enter-3PL:INTR
‘In looking (where/how) to hide themselves, they
entered a fenced place.” [F9]

b. n’e-ganide gon-ol-+moZu el+lejdi-t
[[NEG-where:DIR go-RNR+PRSP| NEG | know-SS:IPFV|
ta meme-n'e cbuda-l'el

there bear-coMm lie-INFR(33G)
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‘Since she did not know where to go, she lay down
together with the bear.’ [F4]

c. tudel godo keb-ej-l-ol+moZu-gele
he  [how go-PFV-0-RNR-FPRSP-ACC]
el+nu
NEGH-find(NEG:33G)
‘He did not find a way out.” [F31]
The Prospective Nominal can serve as the relative-future counter-
part of the Action Nominal in complement clauses (71.1).

1.3.6. Functions of the Subject Nominal

The Subject Nominal form signifies an entity which has partici-
pated or might participate in the situation signified by the verb as
its primary participant, or otherwise has the property signified by
the verb. This form can be derived only from intransitive verbs.
The only exception seems to be the verb lejdi- ‘know’ {lejdi-jon
‘one who knows, wizard’).

The Subject Nominal form can be indefinite (303a), generic
(303b), or non-referential (303c); a specific definite reference by
means of this form is impossible.

(303) a. el+apd’e-n’-d’on-pe and’e-§-nunnu
NEG | €ye-PRPR-SBNR-PL eye-CAUS-HAB(TR:1SG)
‘I used to endow the eyeless with eyes.’ [F31]
b. ipl'i-s’od-¢ el+iyt
terrible-SBNR-INSTR NEG+afraild(NEG:35G)
‘He was not afraid of anything terrible.” [F9]

¢. neme-le legul-n’e-t tat-maee
what-INSTR food-PRPR-FUT{ITR:35G) that-QLT
como-jon
big-SBNR

‘What will anybody who is so big have for food?’ [F9]

See 11.3.3 for further examples of headless relative clauses built
by means of the Subject Nominal.



The Subject Nominal form is commonly used with the postpo-
sition fite ‘as, like’, to create a comparative adverbial clause (see
11.4.5). This form can also be used as a nominal predicate (see
12.1.1.3); this construction is grammaticalized as the Periphrastic
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Past form (sec 2.9.2),

1.3.7. Functions of the Relative Nominal

The Relative Nominal is used to build headless relative clauses,
They can have specific meaning (with definite or indefinite refer-

ence (304)) or generic meaning (305).

(304) a.

(305) a.

t1 loci-¢ek eliji-nile,  de-pul

here firewood-PRED lug-3PL:OF other-PL
el+ug-l-ben-pe unug-in  ani-pin
[INEG-work-ANR-RELNR-PL| river-DAT fish-DAT
eq-uiu-m1

walk-ITER-3PL:INTR

‘Here some of them lugged the firewood, the others,
those who were not working, went to the river to
fish.” [K1]

tude-gele jog-to-l-ben-pe cobul
[he-ACC  arrive-CAUS-ANR-RELNR-PL| sea
pugedend’e-nin mol-lel-ni <.. >

king-DAT say-INFR-3PL:INTR

“Those who had brought him said to the king of the
sea:. .. [T1]

tud-in  eg-uZu-nu-l-ben

|he-DAT walk-ITER-IPFV-ANR-RELNR]
prav-n'e-l'el tude-ge  jowle-d’i-din
right-PRPR-INFR(3$G) [he-LOC ask-DETR-SUP]
‘Whoever comes to him has the right to question
him.” [F3]]

157



158 Chapter 6. Verb morphology

b. met-ke cdumut 'e-j tet-in
I-Loc  all be-INTR:38G [you-DAT
nado+no-l-ben
necessary+COP-ANR-RELNR|
‘T have everything you need.” [F22]

For a description of headless relative clauses, see 11.3.3. This
form can be also used as a nominal predicate (sec 12.1.1.3); this
construction can be used to build the Periphrastic Past form (see
2.9.2).

1.4. Switch-reference forms {converbs)

The system of converbs is organized around two basic grammatical
oppositions, switch-reference (Same-Subject vs. Different-Subject
converbs) and modality (ordinary vs. hypothetical, or Condi-
tional, converbs). The ordinary Same-Subject converbs express
further aspectual oppositions. For a detailed description of clause
chaining, see Chapter 10. This section describes the formation of
the converbs and gives a brief overview of their functions.

1.4.1. Formation

1.4.1.1. Different-Subject converbs. The system of Different-
Subject (DS) converbs is represented in Table 16.

These forms can be viewed as frozen Locative forms of the Ac-
tion Nominal: the ordinary DS converbs are formed by means of
the locative marker -ge, which is preceded by the Action Nominal
marker -/ if the subject is the first or second person, and by the
Posscssive marker -de- if it is the third person. The Conditional
DS converbs are formed by means of the obsolete generic locative

Table 16. Different-Subject converbs (jug- ‘see, look’)

Ordinary DS converbs Conditional DS converbs

1-2 | jug-l-u-ge, jup-l-ge, jug-l-u-ge-ne, jug-l-ge-ne,
Jug-i-u-ke jug-l-u-ke-ne

335G | jug-de-ge jug-de-j-ne ~ jug-de-h-ne

3PL | jug-ni-de-ge jug-pi-de-j-ne ~ jug-yi-de-h-ne
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marker -ge-ne (which is preserved in Tundra Yukaghir, see Kre-
jnovich 1982:166-167).%" Note, however, that thesc forms employ
the verbal Plural marker -yi- (in contrast to the Locative forms
of the Action Nominal, which take the nominal Plural marker).
The first /second person converbs deviate from the regular Nominal
pattern, as they involve the phonologically unmotivated epenthetic
/u/ and the /g/ ~ /k/ alternation.®®

1.4.1.2. The Same-Subject converbs. There are six Same-Subject,
(SS) converbs (exemplified in (306) by the forms of verb jug- ‘see,
look’).

(306) Imperfective SS converb jup-t
Perfective 5SS converb jug-delle
Iterative SS converb jug-de
Conditional 5S converb Jug-nide
Negative {Privative) form el-+jud-cupn

Connective (Comitative} form jug-n’it

The Perfective converb marker -delle has the variant -lle, which
occurs after polysyllabic stems ending in a vowel or /j/, in par-
ticular, after derived stems. The short variant is the only option
after the derivational morph -de-.

(307)  lep-de-lle ‘having caten’
eat-DETR-SS:PFV
kude-de-lle ‘having killed’
kill-PFv-3S:PFV
Jagte-lle ‘having sung’
sing-SS:PFV
ahurpe-lle ‘having suffered’

suffer-ss-Prv

See 3.3.2 on the alternations of the initial /d/ in the converb
suffixes.

1.4.2. Functions of the ordinary DS converbs

The ordinary DS converbs are used to create different-subject
clause chains, where the subject of the non-finite clause differs
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from that of the next clause. The situation expressed by the non-
finite clause can be either simultaneous with or prior to the finite
clause situation:

(308) a. numg-ge  jaqa-l-u-ge numg-ge
fhouse-LOC  arrive-1]2-0-Ds| house-LOC
oj-1’e-m1

NEG-be-3PL:INTR
‘I came home, but they were not at home.’

b. mit egie-lI-u-ge mit-kele legi-te-na
[we stand.up-1|2-0-DS| we-ACC eat-CAUS-3PL:TR
“We stood up and they gave food to us.” [K3]

c. tamun fitte-ge  jowles-l-u-ke mon-pi <...»
[that they-LOC ask-1|2-0-DS| say-3PL:INTR
‘We asked them about this, and they said ...”

d. uke-j-ni-de-ge pulun-die fintap lunbuge
lexit-PFV-PL-3-DS| old.man that pot
jahil-ge  jagt-a-j
edge-LOC sing-INGR-INTR:3SG
‘“When they went out, the old man began to sing
(sitting) on the edge of that pot.” |F20]

This construction is commonly used to express a situation of per-
ception, whereby the DS converb of a verb of perception is com-
bined with the main clause expressing the situation being per-
ceived.

(309) a. jug-l-u-ge naha omo-s’
[see-1|2-0-Ds] very good-INTR:35G
‘I saw that it was very good.’

b. tat  gudel’e-t jug-ni-de-ye ogonastie
[[cA prepare-ss:IPFV| see-PL-3-Ds| O.
pulut n'e-gon o3-e

old.man NEG-where NEG-be(NEG:35G)
‘So, while they were getting ready, they saw that the
old man, Afanasij, was absent.’ [K4]
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c. medi-de-ge pude-t dgrul-ek medu-{

[listen-35G-DS| outside-ABL shout-PRED heard-SF
‘He heard a shout from outside.” [F19]

Sec 10.1-10.2 for a description of ordinary clause chaining.

1.4.3. Functions of the Imperfective converb

The Imperfective converb is used in same-subject chains, that is, if
the subject of the non-finite clause is the same as in the controlling
clause.?” It has two major functions: it can express a simultaneous
accompanying situation {310) or the cause of the controlling clause
situation {311).

(310) a.

mere-t jug-de-ge wugrpe-p-ki ibil’e-de

161

[fly-ss:1PFv| [see-35G-Ds| child-PL-POSS [cry-SS:ITER]

SubeZe-{ gre-t ann’-a-91

[run-ss:IPFV| [shout-$S:IPFV] speak-INGR-3PL:INTR
‘“While she was flying, she saw that her children were
running, crying and beginning to speak, shouting.” [F7]

b. jaga-je tude-ge  amd-o-t

(311) a.

arrive-INTR:1SG he-LOC | [die-RES-SS:IPFV|
godo-j

lie-INTR:35G

‘I approached him. He lay dead.’

kuréey aj imil Selge-de-j-1

crane CP [neck break-CAUS-PFV-SS:IPFV]
amda-lel

die-INFR(35G)

‘The crane died too, having broken its neck.’ [K3]

ningo leg-u-i tamun-gen tai
[lot  eat-0-sS:IPFV] that-PROL CP
kude-je

become-INTR:18G
“T'his happened to me because [ had eaten a lot.’
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c. tabun-ge  tmicume joho-mu-1

[that-LOC swan angry-INCH-SS:IPFV|
kukki-die-gele par-le paj-m
cuckoo-DIM-ACC foot-INSTR hit-TR:3SG

‘The swan got angry about that and kicked the
cuckoo.” [F5]

There is an array of other relations between situations which can
be expressed by means of the Imperfective converb, including im-
mediate temporal sequence, manner, purpose (sce 10.2.2-10.2.4 for
further examples and discussion).

(312) a. $pg-u-t oqil’l’a n’ace-le

lenter-0-ss:1PFV| perch face-INSTR
a-{’el-u-m

make-INFR-0-TR:3SG

‘Having entered, the perch bowed.’ [T1]

. ningo pundie-nu-l’el-u-m n’e-leme-die-le

lot  tell-IPFV-INFR-0-TR:35G [NEG-what-DIM-INSTR
el+ahid’i-t

NEG-hide-85:IPFV]

‘He told a lot without concealing anything.’ [F50]

. tet  legul amys’i-t ejre-k

[you food search-ss:1PFV]| walk-IMP:2SG
‘Go and lock for food.” [F22]

The Imperfective converb can also be used for complementation
(see 11.2.1).

1.4.4. Functions of the Perfective converb

The Perfective converb expresses an event prior to the controlling
clause event:

(313) a. mit cohoce lapin  pgnZe-j-delle

{we shore AD:DIR go.down-PFV-SS:PFV]
cumu-cil’s

fish-INTR:1PL

‘We went down to the shore and fished.’ [K5]
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meme Sdw-delle tat kwnd’-ie-p1
[bear come-sS:PFV| CA fight-INGR-3PLIINTR
‘Some bears came in and began to fight.' [F'45]

tertkie-die kurul-nin  gon-delle tintap
[old.woman-DIM barn-DAT go-8S:PFV| [that
Soqi-gele kes’t-delle  todi-m

bag-AcC bring-ss:PFV| give-TR:3sG

“The old woman went to the barn, brought that bag
and gave it (to him.)" [F19]

1.4.5. Functions of the Iterative converh

The Iterative converb signifies a series of identical accompanying
subevents which take place on one occasion, simultaneously with
the controlling clause situation. The controlling clause either de-
notes a series of subevents as well, so that the construction as
a whole denotes a set of two-event sequences (314a), or a single
protracted situation, within which the non-finite clause subevent
takes place several times (314b)-(314c).

(314) a. 3ebis’e  nono-gele  Fagal’e-3-nu-de

b.

[wild.rose branch-acC gather-CAUS-IPFV-SS:ITER]
eksl’-nin gon-te-s’-u-m

boat-DAT go-CAUS-ITER-0-TR:38G

‘He was gathering wild-rose branches and bringing
them to the boat (several times}.” [F31]

aj-nu-de qani-npa
[shoot-1PFV-SS:ITER| pursue-3PL:TR

‘He pursued him, shooting (several times).’

mer-uj-de mon-d’i-de
[Ay-IPFV-SS:ITER] [sit-ITER-SS:ITER]
eg-uiu-j ediy comparna

walk-ITER-INTR:35G this raven
‘This raven moves with pauses, flying and perching.” [I]

In most cases, the verbs participating in such a construction are
marked for the Imperfective or for the Iterative (see 3.2, 3.3.2).
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1.4.6. Functions of Condifional converbs

The Conditional converbs are used to express a condition under
which the finite clause sitnation will take place (315), normally
takes place {316), or might have taken place (317). Just like
the ordinary converbs described above, the Conditional converbs
are distinct for the same-subject and different-subject clauses (cf.
examples {a) and (b) in each pair; see also 1.4.1.1 for the DS
paradigm).

(315) a. el+jubege-pide tet-ek
[NEG+stuff.oneself-$5:COND| you-PRED
lek-te-me

eat-FUT-OF:18G
‘If T do not stuff myself, I will eat you.’” [F29]

b. temun-pe duge a-pi-de-j-ne tapide
[that-PL  road make-PL-3-DS-COND| there:DIR
kewe-j-t-2"
go-PFV-FUT-INTR:1PL
‘“When they make the road, then we will go.’

(316) a. méme meZée-j-pide tude Sasqul
[bear wake.up-PFV-$5:COND| his paw
n'el-nu-mie
lick-1PFV-0F:38G
‘Whenever the bear wakes up, he licks his paw.’ [F4]

b. lebejdi  jfiel’e-de-f-ne lebejdi-k
[berries ripen-3sG-DS-COND| berries-PRED
Sagal’e-§-nunnu-I
gather-CAUS-HAB-QF:1PL
“When the berries ripened, we gathered berries.

(317) a. #o-t mere-j-1'el-pide
[here-ABL fly-PFV-INFR-$$:COND]
m-et+jaga-j
AFF-IRLS+arrive-INTR:38G
‘If it had departed from here, it would have reached
(its destination).’
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b. met-ul apd’e-3-I’el-ge-ne
[I-ACC eye-CAUS-INFR-DS-COND]
m-et+omos’
AFF-IRLS+good-INTR:35G
‘If you provided me with an eye, it would be

good.” [F31]

See 10.3 for further examples and a description of various types of
conditional constructions.

1.4.7. Functions of the Connective form

The Connective form is formally identical to the nominal Comi-
tative form in -n’it {see 5.4.2.3.2). In comparison to other switch-
reference forms, it occurs rather infrequently and seems to signify
some sort of contrastbetween the connected events.

(318) a. tabun-ge tintay pulut n'umud’i-le aji-nit
[that-LOC that old.man ax-INSTR  shoot-CONN|
el+johoto

NEG+hit(NEG:3sG)
“Then that old man threw the axe, but did not hit

(him).” [F20)

b. kebe-p-n’it irk-1in terikie-die
[g0-PFV-CONN| one-ATTR old.woman-DIM
joqa-j

arrive-INTR:3SG
‘He went away, but came to one old woman.’ [F20)

c. muge-n'it tude moho el+lou-de-mle
[undress-CONN| his hat  NEG-+fall-CAUS-OF:3sG
‘He undressed himself, but did not take off his hat.’ [I]

1.4.8. Functions of the Negative converb

The Negative converb is formally identical and semantically close
to the nominal Privative form (see 5.5.2). This form signifies that
the expectable accompanying event did not take place. If the
idea of counter-expectation is absent, the negated forms of other
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converbs are used (see (312b), (315a) above). In this sense, the
Negative converb can be seen as the negative counterpart of the
Connective form (1.4.7).

(319) a. numg-ge  cl+3ok+cuon n'oho-l’el pude
[house-LOC NEG-—enter—PRV| fall-INFR(33G) outside

‘He fell down outside, without having entered the
house’ {after he had already reached the house). [F37|

b. tat Sobol’e-nu-l'el-y2 n'e-leme
CA finish-IPFV-INFR-3PL:INTR [NEG-what
el+a+dcupn

NEG-|- make | PRV|
‘And so they used to stop (working), without having
done anything.’ [F3]

c. uj-l-e cugo-n ceme-re-j-m
work-ANR-INSTR quick-ADV finish-CAUS-PFV-TR:38G
el+izulbe+cCugn

[NEG+get.tired+PRV|
‘He finished the work quickly, without getting
tired.” [F32]

See also 15.4.3 on negation in non-finite clauses.

2. Tense and Mood
2.1. The Tense-Mood subparadigm
2.1.1. Structure of the paradigm

The major Tense-Mood forms are constituted by means of two
morphological oppositions (see {271)) (Krejnovich 1982:139-152):

1. Non-Future (zero marking} vs. Future (the suffix -¢(e)- } vs.
Irrealis (the prefix et- ~ ot-)

2. Non-Inferential (zero marking) vs. Inferential (the suffix -/’el-)
vs. Prospective (the suffix -moZ- )

The Inferential marker can be combined with Future (334) and
Irrealis (328b). Otherwise, the overt markers listed above are in-
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compatible. The Future Inferential form expresses hypothetical
meaning (see 2.6), which results in the following list of the basic
Tense-Mood forms (the 3G forms of the verb a- ‘make’):

{320) Unmarked a-m

Future a-te-m
Irrealis m-et+a-m
Inferential a-el-u-m

Prospective  a-moZi-m
Hypothetical a-{’el-te-m

This subparadigm as a whole is opposed to the Imperative (which
is incompatible with either of the Tense-Mood markers), see 2.8.
Besides, there are two Periphrastic Tense-Mood forms (see 2.9)
and a practically obsolete Desiderative suffix (see 2.10).

The overt Tense-Mood markers are generally disallowed in the
non-finite verb forms, with the following significant exceptions:

1. The Attributive forms can be marked for the Future in the
regular way (see 1.2}.

2. The Conditional cenverbs can contain the Inferential marker
(see 10.3.3).

2.1.2. Formation

Basically, each Tense-Mood form is characterized by a single suffix
{or a combination of two suffixes in the case of the Hypothetical},
so there remain only some marginal formation issues to be de-
scribed:

2.1.2.1. The Future marker has two variants, -fe- and -#. This
alternation is described in 8.3.4.1.1.

2.1.2.2. The Irrealis marker is usually preceded by the Affirmative
prefix, the output being m-et-. Otherwise, it is often pronocunced
as ot-.

2.1.2.3. Agreement suffixes after the Inferential marker. The Infer-
ential marking disturbs the regularity of the {(in)transitivity mark-
ing (see 6.1.1.1): in the first and second person Main forms, it
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entails Intransitive agreement for both transitive and intransitive
verbs (Krejnovich 1982:143).

(321) a-lel-d’e ‘It appears that I have made’
make-INFR-INTR:18G
a-l'el-d’ek ‘It appears that you have made’

make-INFR-INTR:25G

In the third person singular Main form, the Transitive agreement
marker is an option for intransitive verbs, but the most common
option is zero marking (instead of the expected -i; see 2.3.3.1).

(322) sow-lel ‘He appears to have come.’
enter-INFR(3sG)
spw-lel-u-m (the same translation}

enter-INFR-0-TR:35G

2.2. Functions of the non-Future
The unmarked forms render present or past situatiomns,

(323) a. terikie-die ind’e-t modo-j
[old. woman-DIM sew-SS:IPFV]| sit-INTR:3SG
‘The old woman is/was sitting and sewing.” [F13]

b. tet  gaduon-ge lejdi-mek?
[you where-LOC know-TR:3sG]|
‘How do you know it?" [F12]

c. gaduon-ge jug-met met foromo?
where-LOC see-TR:2PL our man
‘Where have you scen our man?’ [F9)

The tense interpretation can be affected by the aspectual meaning
of the verb, see Section 3.

2.3, Functions of the Future

Basically, the Future form refers to a future situation, with vari-
ous modal nuances like promise, hypothesis, potentiality, necessity,
desirability, ete.
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(324) a. daset kimd’i-gi-te-j
now fight-PL-FUT-INTR:35G
‘Now they will fight.” [F45]
b. met ganintere kel-te-je
I when-INDF come-FUT-INTR:15G
‘T will come one day.’

c. foromo-le irku-Se-j-t
[people-INSTR  afraid-CAUS-PFV-SS:IPFV|
kude-si-t-u-m
kill-ITER-FUT-0-TR:3SG
‘He will frighten and kill people.’ [F9]
d. tugn qamie-t-u-m
this help-FUT-0-TR:38G
“This will help (this must help).’

e. 18 mot-te-jek, tet  numg cugte
long sit-FUT-INTR:2SG your house always
pugo-te-3

warmm-FUT-INTR:35G
“You will live long, your house will always be
warm.’ [K2]

f. met numg-ge  el+jaqa-te-je
my house-LOC NEG+-arrive-FUT-INTR:15G
‘[ will not reach my house (= I am not able to).’

g. met n’e-leme-le el+-gamie-te-je
I NEG-what-INSTR NEG-+help-FUT-INTR:1SG
‘I cannot help.’

h. met wZZo-le el+aji-te-je
I gun-INSTR NEG+shoot-FUT-INTR:1SG
‘I will not shoot with a gun (= I do not want to)’ [F52].

The Future form can have the meaning of recommendation or
instruction, in particular with the second person subject (325); if
the subject is 1PL, this form can be used to cxpress a proposal for
common action (326). Hence, in these two meanings, the Future



170 Chapter 6. Verb morphology

can assume the functions of the Imperative (sec 2.8).

(325) a.

(326) a.

ja-m pod’erqo tat qodo-te-jek
three-ATTR day CA lie-FUT-INTR:25G
el+lep-de+cudn el+oZe+cCusn

NEG-eat-DETR.| PRV NEG--drink {-PRV
“You have to lie like this for three days, without eating
or drinking.’ [F31]

tat kebe-j-te-ymet igeje-qge  moj-t

CA go-PFV-FUT-INTR:2PL |[rope-LOC hold-ss:IPFV]|
‘So you have to go with the rope.’

tap mueste-ge 0% a-te-j

that place-LOC water make-FUT-TR:1PL

‘Let us make water at that place.” [F9]

. terr  miat dolhoro lek-te-j

wife, our hare eat-FUT-TR:1PL
‘Wife, let us eat our hare.’ [F13]

Finally, the Future form can be used to express doubts or surprise
concerning a present or past situation.

(327) a.

tat  unu-d--grd’e-gen gon-de-ge pie
[CA river-ATTR -} middle-PROL go0-35G-LOC] hill
budie-t jagte-lek  medu-nu-1

SUPER-ABL sing-PRED heard-IPFV-SF |
mezze-1 oho-delle mon-i:

[hear-ss:IPFV] [stand-SS:PFV| say-INTR:3SG

[kin-tek  jagte-t-u-l  #? nilgi

who-PRED sing-FUT-0-SF herc nobody

oj-l’e

NEG-be(NEG:35G)]

‘So, while he was going along the middle of the river, a
song was heard from the top of the mountain. He
heard it, stopped and said: “Who might sing there?
There is nobody”.’ [F37]
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b. terike, met prodayil’-ge naha omo-s'e
wife, my icehole-LOC [very good-ATTR|
paj-k jed-u-{ ta-pide
woman-PRED visible-0-SF there-DIR
me+kebe-s’e terikie-die
AFF+go-PFVIINTR:1SG | old.woman-DIM
mMon-1. godimie pajpe-k Ve-t-u-1?
say-INTR:38G what  woman-PRED be-FUT-0-SF
‘— “Wife, there is a very good woman in my ice-hole, I
am going there.” The old woman said: “What woman
might be there?”’ [F49]

c. mit ugr-pe  ug+po-de Soromo-pul
we child-PL [child4-STAT-ATTR| person-PL
gadon-get tamnun lejdi-t-0k?

which.place-ABL that  know-FUT-ITR:1PL
‘We, the children, the young people, how could we
kuow this?’ [K1]

2.4. Punctions of the Irrealis
The Irrealis is used to express counterfactual situations, most often

in the finite clause of counterfactual conditional constructions (see
also 1.4.6, 10.3.3).

(328) a. tapnugi anil-pe cumut ot+amde-p1
CA fish-PL all IRLS+die-3PL:INTR
“Then the fishes would all have died.” [T1]

b. jug-lel-ypide m-et+aji-nu-l'el-ya
see-INFR-S8S:COND AFF-IRLS—shoot-IPFV-INFR-3PL: TR

‘If they had seen (this), they would have been
shooting.” {K4]

c. met-kele m-et+ albozi-m tet
I-ACC  AFF-IRLS lovercome-TR:3SG [you
el+1’e-Uel-ge-ne
NEG+be-INFR-DS-COND)

‘He would have overcome me, if it was not for



172 Chapter 6. Verb morpheology

you.” [F31]
This form can be also used, although less frequently, to express
potentiality or desirability.
(329) a. tiy korobka-ge m-et+3Spw-jemnet?

this box-LOC  AFF-IRLS—enter-INTR:2PL

“Would you enter this box?’ [F43]

b. tudel pud-o-I lebie-ge modo-t
he  |upper-vR-ANR earth-LOC sit-SS:IPFV]
m-et+1'e-9

AFF-IRLS+be-INTR:35G
‘He should have lived on the upper earth.” [F31]

c. met tite m-et+uniu-cemet ell’e
I as AFF-IRLS+sleep-INTR:2PL DP
“You had better sleep, like I do.” [K4]

2.5. Functions of the non-Future Inferential

The most frequent meaning of the Inferential is the hearsay ev-
idential; in this meaning, it is used for narration, if the speaker
describes events which he has not witnessed himself (Jochelson
1905; Krejnovich 1982:140), in particular in fairy tales and mytho-
logical stories. In this case, the Inferential is the major form used
throughout the story (see Text 1, and all the examples in the gram-
mar where the meaning of the Inferential is not rendered in the
idiomatic translation}. In contrast to this, the events in which the
speaker participated himself, or otherwise witnessed, are narrated
in the simple non-Future form (see Text 2). In the following picce
of a text, the speaker switches from the simple form in the first
two clauses (which describe situations witnessed by him himself}
to the Inferential in the next one, referring to a more remote time
which he could only hear about.

(330)  3adet-te ile  uprpe-p-ki Ue-n1
now-CP some child-PL-POSS be-3PL:INTR |
ugrpe-p-ki-n+ugr-pe ninge-n1
child-PL-POSS-ATTR+child-PL many-3PL:INTR |
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sovetskyy aji el-+gude-de kieje  tudel
[Soviet CP NEG i become-POSS:ATTR before] he
gojdid’aje le-i para-ge  Sgrile cunde-l-ge
[priest be-ANR] time-LOC letter read-ANR-LOC
kicre-1’el cugle-d+omnir {ucy tite
learn-INFR(35G) ancient-ATTR+people Russian as
‘Now, too, some of his children are alive. There are
lots of his grandchildren. At the time when there were
no Soviets yet, when there were priests, he learned
(INFR) to read Old Russian.’ [K4]

In this meaning, the Inferential partly takes over the functions of
the absent Past form (Krejnovich 1982:140).

The Inferential form can be used to render information inferred
on the basis of some other facts.

(331) a. ¢uge-de-get jug-pi-de-ge tay meme naha
[track-POSS-ABL see-PL-3-DS| that bear very
motlorgo-j-ben+no-Uel
thin-ATTR-RELNR+COP-INFR{35G)

‘From his tracks, they saw that that bear was very
thin.” [F54]

b. Sadel el+uj-pide cumu
[now NEG-+work-$5:COND] all
a-lel-u-m

make-INFR-0-TR:38G
‘If he is not working now, he must have finished.’ [I]

The Inferential form can express mirative experience. In the fol-
lowing examples, it is used to signal that the situation differs from
what was expected by the speaker (that is, from what he sees, he
infers that he used to have some wrong presumptions).

(332) a. apa-n'e-lel aday
mouth-PRPR-INFR(3SG) this
‘This onc has turned out to be voracious.” (lit. ‘to
have a mouth’) [F42]
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b.

The Inferential can be used to describe actions the speaker has

gnme-n'’-d’e Soromo o-Uel-d’ek!
mind-PRPR-ATTR pcrson COP-INFR-INTR:25G
“You have turned out to be a clever person!’ [F31]

carried out himself. In this case, the Inferential signifies that the
action was unintentional (333a)-(333b), had unexpected results
(333c¢), or that the spcaker was not aware of all circumstances
(333d) or consequences (333e) (Krejnovich 1982:141-142).

(333) a.

met dohojo jonza-l’el-d’e
I knife forget-INFR-INTR:1SG
‘(It turns out that) I have forgotten my knife.” [F28]

modo-t tandiet mala-j-lel-d’e
[sit-ss:TPFV] cA sleep-PFV-INFR-INTR:1SG
‘I was sitting and then somehow fell asleep.’

atag-un  kun’il-get ningo wdie-Uel-dl’
two-ATTR. ten-ABL lot  catch-INFR-INTR:1PL
‘It has turned out that we have caught more than
twenty.” [K5]

ta ejre-t met meme abut anil’-ge
[there walk-ss:1PFV| T bear den inlet-LOC
ta Caj-e oZa-l'el-d’e

there tea-INSTR drink-INFR-INTR:38G
‘I walked there and it turned out that [ had tea near
the bear’s den.’

mit fomolben nugu-nu-de eris’

[we elk find-IPFV-SS:ITER] badly
gudie-nu-Uel-d "

become-1PFV-INFR-INTR:1PL

‘It has turned out that we have behaved badly when
we were hunting elk.” [F34]

On the function of the Inferential in conditional constructions, see
10.3.3-111.3.4.
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2.6. Functions of the Future Inferential (Hypothetical)

The Inferential and the Future markers can be combined to express
a hypothesis {(Krejnovich 1982:140):

(334) a. cuge-ge  Sohu-fa-l’el-te-j,

track-LOC get.lost-CAUS-INFR-FUT-INTR:35G
loudi-1’el-te-3
drop-INFR-FUT-INTR:38G
‘She must have lost it, dropped it, on her way.’

b. tat a3 modo-lel-pi-te-5
CA CP live-INFR-3PL-FUT-INTR
‘And so they are probably still living there.” [F24]

c. met emej  es’ite to-yide
my mother father there-DIR
gol-Uel-pi-te-j
go-INFR-3PL-FUT-INTR:3SG
‘My mother and father must have gone there.’ |F1]

This form is used only to express a hypothesis about the past or
presert {not about the future).

2.7. Functions of the Prospective

The Prospective signifies a situation in the future which is viewed
as a consequence of some other situation. This can be either a
prediction based on real-world knowledge (335), or a kind of moral
obligation entailed by the given situation {336). In the passage
given in (337), the Prospective form is first used to predict an
event on the basis of the changing weather; the second instance is
used to express an obligation entailed by the predicted event:

(335) a. met qollume tip lebie-get  kewe-j-mo#i-je
I soon this earth-ABL go-PFV-PRSP-INTR:1SG
‘I have to leave this carth soon (since I am very

old).” [K4]
b. omo-ce pod’ergo 0-moZi
[good-ATTR| day COP-PRSP(35G)

H

‘It is going to be a good day.
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(336)

(337)

met albo-je met uke-j-moZi-je
1 lose-INTR:38G | [ g0.0ut-PFV-PRSP-INTR:38G

‘I have lost and have to go out.” [F21]

gollume §il'l'e+not gude-te-j
soon thaw+TRNSF become-FUT-INTR:3SG

mon-n1 <...» juke {’e-l-ben-pe
say-3PL:INTR far be-ANR-SBNR-PL
el+{’aga-moZi-ni. n'acin

NEG | reach-PRSP-3PL:INTR. towards

gon-mozi-jil i

g0-PRSP-INTR:1PL

‘It will be melting soon, they said, those who are far
away will not be able to arrive {because of this}. (This
means) we have to go to mect them.” [K1]

Cf. the clearly related nominal Prospective form (5.5.4, 1.3.5).

2.8. Functions of the Imperative
The Imperative has the usual range of meaning, c¢.g., command,
request, proposal, admonition, etc.

(338) a. tet jagte-k kejien

you sing-IMP:28G  at.the.beginning
‘Sing first!” [F21]

.ttt lebie tittin godo omo tat

your land you-DAT [how good(ITR:3sG)| ca
a-ni-k

make-PL-IMP:28G

‘Arrange your land as it is good for you." [F§]

. wrkil’len kebe-j-ge

together go-PFV-IMP(1PL)
‘Let us go together.’

. pie-de-ge-n!

burn-DETR-IMP-3
‘Let it burn!’
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e. kodm-mie-j n'e i min-ni-ge-n
right-QLT-INTR:35G RECP-take-PL-IMP-3
‘That’s right, let them marry.’ {F3]

The second person Imperative with the suffix -ge- (see Table 14)
is used to express commands or requests which have to be fulfilled
later {Krejnovich 1982:149).

(339) a. tet  Colhoro kuded’e lek-telle juqte-ge-k
[you hare  liver  eat-5S:PFV] sing-IMP-25G
‘Eat some hare liver and then sing!’ [F5]

b. cemej-delle kel-ge-k d’e
[finish-58:PFV] come-IMP-2SG DP
‘Finish up and then come!” [F36]

See also 10.2.1, 10.3.1.3 on clause chains with the Imperative finite
clause.

The Imperative can be negated in the regular way (340c}), yet
in the second person Imperative this formation normally involves
the Prohibitive suffix -le- {see Table 14).

(340) a. tud-in  er-duon  el+a-pi-le-k
he-DAT bad-SBNR NEG+make-PL-PROH-2
gamie-d’e-yi-k!
help-DETR-PL-2
‘Do not do anything bad to him, help him.’

b. mei-ul el+kudede-le-k

I-acc ~NEGkill-PROH-28G
‘Do not kill me!’

c. goji mit-kele omo-Zi-ge-n er-cuon  mat-ke
god we-ACC good-cAUS-IMP-3 | bad-SBNR we-LOC
el+l'aga-ge-n '
NEG+reach-IMP-3
‘Let the God make us better, let the evil not reach us.’
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2.9. Periphrastic Tense-Mood Forms
2.9.1. The Periphrastic Prospective

2.9.1.1. Formation. The Periphrastic Prospective form consists of
the Auxiliary I’e- ‘be’ and the Supine; the final /n/ of the Supine
can be assimilated into /I/ (see 3.3.1.3). In some cases, just the
Dative form of the Action Nominal is used for the Periphrastic
Prospective. This form has been described by Krejnovich as the
mood of “being ready” {naklonenije gotovnosti) (1982:147-149).

The Auxiliary can be in any form, including the non-finite
forms. If the lexical verb is transitive, the agreement of the Aux-
iliary vacillates: it can follow either the Intransitive paradigm
{which reflects the intransitivity of the verb [’e- ‘be’ itsclf), or the
Transitive one {in accordance with the transitivity of the lexical
verb) (Krejnovich 1982:148).

2.9.1.2. Functions. The Periphrastic Prospective expresses rela-
tive immediate future:

(341) a. pgn  joule+pot kude-din l'e-j

state evening-TRNSF become-SUP be-INTR:3SG
‘It was almost evening.’

b. el+n'e+jup-din Ue-lu-ge  nipie ftat
INEG+RECP+sec-SUP be-1/2-Ds| mood CA
gude-l'el

become-INFR(35G)
‘That is how I feel when we are not going to see each
other.” [F57]

In most cases, the use of this form implies that some preliminary
features of the foregoing event are already present (Krejnovich
1982:148). As a result, this form can be used to refer to a process
in progress, whereby the first stage of the event has already started
(but it is not necessarily the case that it would be brought to its
completion);

(342} a. ley-d-ol’-i-t am-de-din  'e-pi
leat-DETR-DESD-0-85:1PFV| die-PFV-SUP he-3PL:INTR
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“They were dying from hunger.’ [F51]

b. numg-ge  jaga-din {’e-de-ge numg-get
[house-LOC reach-sUP be-35G-DS| house-ABL
jagte-lek  medu-1
sing-PRED heard-SF
‘When he was approaching the house, he heard a song
from within.’ [F13]

Finally, this form can be used to express an intention (Krejnovich
1982:148):

(343) a. carcaqan d’e tet-ul lek-tin  ’e-je
C. DP vou-ACC eat-SUP be-INTR:1SG
‘Charchahan, T am going to eat you.” [F21]

b. juku /jopZa margl’ wmin-din  De-mie
small-goose girl take-SUP be-OF:3SG
‘The small goose is going to marry.” [F5]

2.9.2. The Periphrastic Past

2.9.2.1. Formation. The Periphrastic Past is formed by putting
the Subject Nominal form (1.3.5, examples (344)) or the Relative
Nominal form (1.3.7, examples (345)) in the Predicative position.
The former construction is available for intransitive verbs only, the
latter can be used with any verb, cf. (336b) and (336¢). According
to the general rules for predicate nominals (see 12.1.1, 12.1.1.3),
this construction requires the copula o- if the subject is first or
second person; if the subject is third person, the nominal can just
take the Predicative case marker.

2.9.2.2. Functions. The PPeriphrastic Past is used in order to con-
trast two temporal planes, that is, to highlight that the time of
the situation being described precedes the time of reference; see
(344a), (345a). This function is by no means grammaticalized in
a way normally implied for the category of tense, rather, its usage
is a matter of optional emphasis on the distinction between tem-
poral planes; see (344a), (345a). For example, {344b) is the final
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sentence of a story about some events which had happened in the
speaker’s childhood, i.c., long before the story was told (see Text
2). The whole story is narrated in the simple non-Future form,
yet in the last sentence the speaker decided to contrastthe time of
the events just described with the time of speech.

(344) a. tat irk-in puge-ge tat ejre-jon-pe
CA one-ATTR summer-LOC CA walk-SBNR-PL
o-d "’

COP-INTR:1PL
‘So, one summer, we went roaming.’

b. tudel amde-j-bed-ek pajpe  ug-die
she  die-PFV-ATTR-RELNR-PRED woman child-DIM
met kgnme

my friend
‘She has died, that girl, a friend of mine.’ [T2]

c. smert’-pe met tet-in jan-me-bed-ek <. >
death-PL. I  you-DAT send-ATTR:1SG-RELNR-PRED
gol-le smert’-pe?
where-be death-PL
‘I have sent (several) deaths to you. ... Where are
they?’ [F43]

(345) a. mit-in  tine  mon-d’on-pe-lek <. .-
we-DAT before say-SBNR-PL-PRED
“I'hey had said to us before: ...’

b, twne lebejde  Sagal’e-3-u-t ta aj
[before berries assemble-CAUS-0-8s:IPFV| there cCP
thil te-nu-7-bed-ek
Cry-IPFV-ATTR-PRED
‘Before, while gathering berries, there he had cried
too.” [K5]

c. mel-kele eris’  Di-mele-bed-ek <. . >
I-acc badly keep-ATTR:3SG-RELNR-PRED
tamun-ge igeje-le jodo-delle  etergen-yin
that-LOC  [rope-INSTR tie-SS:PFV| ant-DAT
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legi-te

eat-CAUS(TR:18G)

‘She had treated me badly... That is why I tied her
with ropes and let ants eat her.’ [F48]

The same construction is used (although very rarely) with a modal
sense:

(346) a. tit-in el-+kej-I-6-d’od-ek
you-DAT NEG-give-0-RES-SBNR-PRED
‘(This) is not for you.’ (lit. ‘It is something not given
to you’}. [F9]

b. ugujel-me kewe-s’on-pe o-d’il’i

morning-ADV go-PFV:SBNR-PL COP-INTR:1PL
‘We have to go in the morning.” (lit. ‘we are people
going away in the morning.”)

2.10. Desiderative

The suffix -0l’- expresses the desiderative meaning (Krejnovich
1982:146). Its productivity is hard to assess: it is practically ab-
sent from texts (where this meaning is expressed either by the
Periphrastic Prospective, or more often, by means of the verb
erd’i- ‘want’ or its derivatives), yet my consultants easily derived
Desiderative forms from various verbs. The suffix scems to belong
to the class of markers which have become obsolete too fast to lose
their productivity. It is particularly common in one, apparently
frozen, combination, lepd-ol’- ‘be hungry’ (lepde- ‘eat’).

(347) a. qaqa, coman len-d-ol’-d’e
grandfather very  eat-DETR-DESD-INTR:1SG
‘Grandfather, I am very hungry.’ [F15]

b. kie tebegej, qadi  ismier-ge
friend Tebegej, which death-LOC
amd-ol’-d’ek?
die-DESD-INTR:28G
‘Friend Tebegej, which way would you prefer to
die?’ |F28]
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3. Aspect

$.1. Preliminaries

As a first approximation, the morphological means of aspect mark-
ing can be described by the following scheme, which reflects the
linear order of various aspectual suffixes within a verb form:

(348) [[[rROOT-INTERNAL ASPECT|-RESULTATIVE/INGRESSIVE|-
IMPERFECTIVE/ HABITUAL|

The basic opposition between Perfective and Imperfective com-
prises two morphological “layers™ the Internal Aspect marking,
on the one hand, and the regular Imperfective {3.2) and Habitual
(3.4) marking, on the other. The Internal Aspect (see 3.3) com-
prises the Perfective suffix -5- (3.3.1) and a set of non-productive
iperfective suffixes. As in many other languages, the Internal
Imperfective is more closely related to the lexical meaning of a
verb and frequently involves various sorts of quantification of situ-
ation which can be subsumed under the term Iterative (a series of
identical subevents within one time interval, on one occasion).*
That is why these suffixes are referred to below as “Iterative suf-
fixes” (3.3.2). The Internal Perfective is compatible with the reg-
ular Imperfective suffix, the output also being the itcrative sense
(3.2.4).

Note that the Perfective vs. Imperfective opposition (with the
Iterative as a distinguished subtype of the Imperfective) is also
maintained within the system of the Same-Subject converbs (see
1.4.3, 1.4.4, 1.4.5) which thus constitute the most “external” layer
of aspect marking, directly associated with temporal relations be-
tween different situations.

3.2. The Imperfective in -nu-

The regular way to mark the Imperfective is the suffix -nu- (Jochel-
son 1909; cf. Krejnovich 1982:135-136). This suffix has an array
of functions generally associated with the Imperfective aspect, like
action in progress, duration, generalized situation, etc.
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3.2.1. Progressive

The Imperfective signifies a process in progress. Note that this
meaning is available for stative verbs as well (see (349f)), although
such examples occur very infrequently (the combination of a sta-
tive stem with the Imperfective usually entails generic interpreta-
tion; see (352d)).

(349) a. tat ahidi  jug-m jarge-lek  Colho-mle

CA insecret look-TR:3SG | ice hollow-OF:38G
tap prolubo-ge  egedie-nu-j tude

| that ice.hole-LOC look.in-IPFV-INTR:3sG | his

jo-gele nid ze-nu-m

head-ACC comb-IPFV-TR:35G

‘So, she looked secretly and saw that he had hollowed

the ice and was looking into that ice-hole and ¢combing

his hair.” [F49]

. pulun-die joule-me kie-s’
old.man-DIM evening-TMP come-INTR:3SG |
terikie-die legi-te-m tamun tude

old.woman-DIM eat-CAUS-TR:38G | that  his
terikie-pin el4+ann’a-nu

wife-DAT  NEG-speak-IPFV

“The old man arrived in the evening. The old woman

gave him some food. He was not speaking to his
wife.” [F49]

. tamun-gele elimed-ol’

that-ACC  NEG-listen-DESD{NEG:35G) |
ibilte-nu-j3 grn’ie-nu-3
cry-IPFV-INTR:3SG | shout-IPFVv:3sG

‘He does not listen to it, he is crying, he is shouting.’

. g qapis’e-pul gani-nu-t

this hunter-pL  [pursue-IPFV-SS:IPFV]
el+sar-nu-lel-52

NEG+catch-IPFV-INFR-3PL:INTR

‘These hunters were pursuing it, but were not catching
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up with it.’ [F34]

e. tat mie-da-nu-de-ge jed-u-{
[cA wait-DETR-IPFV-3SG-DS| visible-0-ANR
golil-ek medu-{

noise-PRED heard-sF
‘While he was waiting, he heard thunder.’ {i

f. neha 18’ meiZe-t godo-nu-j
[very long listen-ss:IPFV| lie-IPFV-INTR:35G |
el+malaj-nu
NEG-fall.asleep-1PFV(NEG:18G)
‘He has been lying sleepless for a very long time.” [I]

The following example illustrates the possibility of the performa-
tive use of the Imperfective:
(350)  ark-in das-¢k tet-in  kej-nu-me
one-ATTR hour-PRED you-DAT give-IPFV-OF:15G
‘I am giving you one hour.” [F43]

In this function, the Imperfective is incompatible with the Perfec-
tive suffix (cf. 3.3.1, 3.2.4).

3.2.2. Durative

The Imperfective can be used to mark a situation as protracted,
not momentary (Krejnovich 1982:136). This meaning is easily
distinguished from the progressive one when the situation is ex-
ternally “bounded” by means of the Perfective converb marker.

(351) a. tet mino jup-nu-k nem-dik ajt
your raft sec-IPFV-IMP:2SG | what-PRED CP
uj-o-te-1 nem-dik nado-+yo-1?

work-RES-FUT-SF | what-PRED necessary-STAT-SF
noj qon-delle tude mino-gele jug-m

[N go-ss:PFV| his raft-AcC  look-TR:3SG |
jug-nu-delle mon-i: omos’

[look-IPFV]  say-INTR:35G [good-INTR:35G|
“‘Look at your raft for some time and see what is still
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to be done, what is necessary?” Noah went, looked at
his raft, after having looked at it for some time, he
said: “It is good.™ [F9]

b. mido-nu-lle ada-n ejre-lle
[roam-1PFV-SS:PFV] [there-PROL walk-SS:PFV]
jelohude w’as’eda-j-l'el-ni
back:DIR return-PFV-INFR-3PL:INTR
‘Having roamed for some time, having walked there,
they returned.’ [T}

c. mie-nu-lle mie-nu-lle tat
[wait-IPFV-SS:PFV| [wait-IPFV-$S:PFV] [CcA
el+leg-de | dugn tay  pajl numg-get  tat
NEG+eat-DETR+PRV| that woman house-ABL CA
kebe-3’

went-PFV:INTR:3SG
‘He walted and waited, and so went away from that
womat’ s house, without having eaten. [F1]

In this function, the Imperfective is incompatible with the Perfec-
tive suffix (see 3.3.1, 3.2.4).

3.2.3. Generic and habitual
The Imperfective is used for generic {352) and habitual {353) sit-
uations:
(352} a. godo ti-t kebe-j-nu-lel-pi?
how here-ABL go-PFV-IPFV-INFR-3PLINTR
‘How do people get out of here?’ [F31]

b. <...> nem-dik upi-nu-{’el-nile
what-PRED work-IPFV-INFR-OF:3PL |
neme-le el+uji-§-nu-el-pi <. =

what-INSTR NEG-work-CAUS-IPFV-INFR-3PL:INTR
‘... what do people usually do, what are they not
allowed to do ...” [K4]
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c. puye-d-in el-+al’a-Cugn
summer-POSS-DAT [NEG+melt+PRV]
qodo-nu-j

lie-IPFV-INTR:3SG
‘It lies without melting till summer.” [F35]

d. tat-mie-j Joromo tr el le-nu-pi
that-QLT-ATTR person here NEG+be-IPFV-3PL:IINTR

‘Such people do not live here.” [F31]

(353) a. ne+nuk-lu-ge-ne met-in Sar-ek
[RECP-find-1/2-DS-COND| [-DAT something-PRED
kej-I’-ie-nu-mle
give-0-INCH-IPFV-OF:38G
‘Whenever we meet, he tries to give me something.” [I]

b. met ne-qenin 0% el+jug-nu-je
I NEG-when water NEG | see-IPFV-INTR:18G
‘I never see water.” [F6]

¢. gadmudul-e ujr-nu-lel-pa kadin
ring-INSTR  work-IPFV-INFR-3PL:TR | right
el+uj-o-nu-l’el
NEG-work-RES-IPFV-INFR{3$G)
‘They would make a ring, but it would never fit (= it
would never be done in the proper way)." [F3]

The generic function of the [mperfective is compatible with quali-
tative verb stems (see 4.3.2} if the subject is generic. In this case,
the Imperfective signifies that a quality is regularly (or can be)
acquired by entities of the given class, rather than constituting
their permanent characteristic:

(354) a. motlorgo-nu-j
thin-IPFV-INTR:35G
‘It happens (regularly, sometimes), that it is
thin.” (about elk, with generic reference).
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b. ofi-n nodo-pe puge-ce lebie-get
water-ATTR. bird-PL [warm-ATTR| land-ABL
mere-t kel-u-nu-l-ben-pe japZe-pul

[[fly-ss:IPFV] come-0-IPFV-ANR-RELNR-PL] goose-PL
imicume-pul Cumut lomd’i-j0-nu-gi

swan-PL all change.color-QLT-IPFV-3PLIINTR
‘Water birds from the warm lands, those which usually
come here by flying, geese, swans, they all regularly
change color.” [F5]

3.2.4. Tterative

In some cases, the Imperfective form signifies iterative, distribu-
tive, or dispersive situations {several instances of a situation within
one period of time, on one occasion, probably distributed among
different participants and/or locations). This meaning arises if the
Imperfective marking is applied to telic (i.e., internally bounded)
verbs, in particular, to verbs derived by means of the Perfective
suffix {see 3.3.1):

(355) a. mit §ohu-Je-l ani-pe-gele  mit
[[we get.lost-CAUS-ATTR:1sG| fish-PL-ACC [our
fuge-gen kel-u-t t1tta
track-PROL come-0-$S:IPFV| here--there
nugu-nu-de kies’

find-YPFV-SS:ITER| come-INTR:35G
‘He was following our tracks and found the fishes that
we had lost here and there.’

b. touke o0j-d’a-j-nu-lle tapide
[dog  bark-DETR-PFV-IPFV-SS:PFV| there:DIR
circege-j-1el
rush-PFV-INFR(35G)
“The dog barked abruptly (several times) and rushed
there.’
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c. aja-t apl’itaj ti+ta eg-uZu-de
[rejoice-ss:IPFV] {A. here+there walk-1PFV-ITER]
kel-u-nu-j

come-0-IPFV-INTR:35G
‘Being glad, Aplitaj is walking to and fro and coming
back.” [F31]

d. gon-u-t tay  oho-l domolben-gele