
Animal production in Brazil (and 
some information about South America)

Prof. Dr. José Bento Sterman Ferraz
Research Center on Animal Breeding, Biotechnology and Transgenesis

jbferraz@usp.br

mailto:jbferraz@usp.br


Majority = Bos indicus

Impact of  Bos indicus Genetics on the Global Beef  Industry 
Larry V. Cundiff, R. M. Thallman, and L. A. Kuehn U.S. MARC Agricultural Research Service, U.S. 

Department of  Agriculture2 Clay Center, NE 68933-0166 (2012)

More than half of the cattle in the world are maintained in tropical

environments between the tropics.



Emisión de Metano

Slide cedido por : Miguel H.A. Santana 



Emisión de gases de efecto estufa

CO2 por grama de proteína

Slide cedido por : Miguel H.A. Santana 
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Brazilian exports



Brazilian exports - meats

Beef                  Pork         Chicken Beef                  Pork         Chicken Beef                  Pork         Chicken



International Market for chicken



International Market for turkey



International Market for pork







The beef cattle perspective



Beef herd sizes in South America (million of heads)
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Beef herd sizes in South America (million of heads)





Beef production in South America (t of carcasses x 
1000)
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Beef breeds used in South America
Zebu - Nelore
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Beef breeds used in South America
Zebu – Nelore
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Beef breeds used 
in South America

Zebu – Polled 
Nelore



Beef breeds used in South America
Zebu – Tabapuã



Beef breeds used in South America
Zebu – Indubrasil



Beef breeds used in South America
Zebu – Sindi



Beef breeds used in South America
Zebu – Brahman (all over, less in Brazil)



Beef breeds used in South America
Criollo type – Caracu (1945 bull)



Beef breeds used in South America
Criollo type - Caracu



Beef breeds used in South America (Brazil)
Synthetic Canchim (3/8 Zebu x 5/8 Charolais)



Beef breeds used in South America (Brazil and Paraguay)
B.taurus x B. indicus multibred Composite  Montana Tropical 



Beef breeds used in South America
Criollo type – Romosinuano (Colombia, Venezuela)



Beef breeds used in South America
Santa Gertrudis (3/8 Zebu x 5/8 Shorthorn)



Beef breeds used in South America
Braford (3/8 Zebu x 5/8 Hereford)



Beef breeds used in South America
Brangus (3/8 Zebu x Angus)



Exotic beef  breeds used in South America
Senepol



Exotic beef  breeds used in South America
Bonsmara



The dairy cattle perspective



Dairy herd sizes in South America (million of heads)
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Milk production in South America 
(kg x 106)
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Milk yield per cow (kg)
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Beef breeds used in South America
Zebu - Guzera



Beef breeds used in South America
Zebu - Gyr



Beef breeds used in South America
Zebu – Polled Gir



Dairy breeds used in South America
Criollo type - Caracu



Dairy breeds used in South America
Criollo type – Pé-Duro or Curraleiro

Adapted to tropics, higher cheese yield, disease resistent



Dairy breeds used in South America
Girolando (3/8 Gir x 5/8 Holstein)



Dairy breeds used in South America
Pitangueiras (3/8 Zebu x 5/8 Red Poll)



Water buffalo



Broiler and hen perspective



Broiler production in South American countries (kg 
x 106)
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Broiler  and egg per capita consumption in South American countries
(kg or dozen)
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Broilers

• 80% of genetics come from 3 companies

• Brazil has one genetic program (50% of market)

• Some research at 3 sites

Hens

• Imported genetics



A “brazilian” broiler (Embrapa)



Some “local” or adapted pig breeds
Canastra



Some “local” or adapted pig breeds
Piau



Some “local” or adapted pig breeds
Pirapitinga



Some “local” or adapted pig breeds
Tatu



Some goat and sheep breeds
Canindé goat



Some goat and sheep breeds
Canindé goat



Some goat and sheep breeds
Moxotó goat



Some goat and sheep breeds
Santa Inês sheep



Morada Nova sheep



Some horse breeds – Pantaneiro
(resistent to infeccious aenemia)



Some horse breeds – Criolo



Some horse breeds – Mangalarga



Some horse breeds – Mangalarga
(Turbante & clone)



Some horse breeds – Jumento Pêga
Equus asinus



Mules & Donkeys

Project Mulas as recipient females



Many thanks

Animal breeding

jbferraz@usp.br

mailto:jbferraz@usp.br

