


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































43.

45.

47.

48.
49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

Thomas Denman, An Introduction to the Practice of Midwifery (London, 1794),
1.73-74.

I base these observations on the 27th, or 100th anniversary, edition of Henry
Gray, Anatomy of the Human Body, ed. Charles Mayo Goss (Philadelphia: Lea and
Febiger, 1959), figs. 74, 77, 90, 827, among many others.

S. T. von Soemmerring, Abildung des menschlichen Auges (Frankfure, 1801), pref-
ace, unpaginated.

Bernard Albinus, Table of the Skeleton and Muscles of the Human Body, quoted in
Schiebinger, The Mind Has No Sex?, p. 203. My account of the making of the
perfect female skeleton is indebted to Schiebinger, pp. 200-211.

Leon Battista Alberti, On Painting, trans. J. R. Spencer (New Haven: Yale Uni-
versity Press, 1966), bk. 3, p. 93. This was already a very old quote when Alberti
recorded it.

Quoted in Schiebinger, p. 200.

It should be pointed out that while physical anthropologists can generally deter-
mine the sex of a skeleton, it is very difficult to do so from pictures without the
gross exaggerations used by late eighteenth- and nineteenth-century anatomists.
Skeletal specimens in the anatomy lab do not make sexual difference readily ap-
parent, as any student will attest. For illustrations of these various skeletons, see
Schiebinger, pp. 204—205.

See, for example, the table showing the embryological origins of the male and
female reproductive system in Rudolph Wagner, Handworterbuch der Physiolo gie
(Braunschweig, 1853), 3.763, which is essentially identical to that in any mod-
ern developmental anatomy text.

See Desmond Heath, “An Investigation into the Origins of a Copious Vaginal
Discharge during Intercourse: ‘Enough to Wet the Bed—That Is Not Urine’,”
Jounrnal of Sex Research, 20 (May 1984), 194-215.

William Cowper, The Anatomy of Humane Bodies (London, 1737), intcoduction,
no pagination. Note that Cowper still thought it necessary to specify masculine
sperm; the word did not mean what it does today but refers rather to the whole
of the male ejaculate, to what we would call semen.

Hartsocker, Essai de dioptrique (Paris, 1694), chap. 10, sec. 89, quoted in Jacob,
Logic of Life, p. 59.

The word reproduction came to be finally distinguished from the older term gen-
eration only during the course of the nineteenth century, when the production
of new parts of individuals (regeneration) was understood as fundamentally dif-
ferent from the making of new individuals.

I rely heavily here on Frederick B. Churchill, “Sex and the Single Organism:
Biological Theories of Sexuality in Mid-Nineteenth Century,” in William Cole-
man and Camille Limoges, eds., Studies in the History of Biolggy (Baltimore: Johns
Hopkins University Press, 1979), pp. 139-177, and on the excellent summary
of eightccnth-century embryological theories in Shirley A. Roe, Mazzer, Life, and
Generation: 18th-Century Embryology and the Haller-Woolf Debate (Cambridge:
University Press, 1981), pp. 1-22.

Rudolph Jakob Camerarius, De sexu plantarum epistola (Tubingen, 1694), p. 20,
cited in Delapotte, Nature’s Second Kingdom, p. 94.
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57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

65.

67.

Carolus Linnaeus, Species plantarum (1753), vol. 1, with an introduction by
W. T. Stearn (facsimile of first edition, printed for the Ray Society, London,
1957), pp. 32-33.

Even then, of course, their meanings were not fixed as further studies of the
nucleus made their comparative size less significant. Continued research into fer-
tilization continues to change views of what aspects of egg and sperm matter.
Roe, Matter, Lifz, pp. 44, 70-73,77-79, and n. 24, p. 178.

See Churchill, “Sex and the Single Organism,” pp. 142ff; Gasking, Invesigations
into Generation, pp. 63—65 and chap. S generally.

Roe in Mazter, Life makes it clear that, however much one side or the other
wanted to base some claim about gender on the nature of sperin and egg, the
scientists who argued futilely about ovism and animalculism debated on different
and more technical grounds. Haller’s move from spermaticist to epigenesist,
holding that the embryo was preformed in the egg, had to do with the
importance granted to certain observations and to the politics of science, not
of gender.

On sperm, see F. J. Cole, Early Theories of Generation (Oxford: Clarendon Press,
1930), chaps. 1 and 2. On Spallanzani, see Gasking, Generation, pp. 132-136.
Buffon, Natural History, 3.228-229. The arguments made against Buffon by
Haller were similar to those made by Aristotle against the pangenesists. See Roe,
Pp- 28-29.

Pierre de Mauperruis, The Earthly Venus (orig. in French, 1745 and 1756), p. 6.
See also chap. 2 in which he discusses the vexed question of whether the male
semen actually touches the egg. He, like many before and after, denied that such
contact was necessary for fertilization. He writes that “nine months after a
woman has surrendered to the pleasure which perpetuates mankind, she brings
into the world a small creature” (p. 4). He marvels, in a culturally fraught pas-
sage: “how will this blissful area [the womb) become a dark prison for a fonnless
and senseless embryo. How can it be that the cause of such pleasure, the origin
of so perfect a being, is nothing more than flesh and blood” (p. 6). Preforma-
tionist theories arose precisely because there seemed no other plausible account
of how matter organized itself into new forms.

Achille Chereau, Memaoires pour servir a Pétude des maladies des ovasres (Paris,
1844), p. 91. Still the best article on nineteenth-century views of the ovary is
Carol Smith-Rosenberg and Charles Rosenberg, “The Female Animal: Medical
and Biological Views of Women in Nineteenth-Century America” Journal of
Amenican History, 60 (September 1973). Sce also Carol Smith-Rosenberg, “Pu-
berty to Menopause: The Cycle of Femnininity in Nineteenth-Century America,”
reprinted in her book Disorderly Conduct (New York: Oxford University Press,
1985), pp. 182-196.

Hysteria in women is entirely of ovarian and not of uterine origin, says the au-
thoritative late nineteenth-century Dictionnaire encyclopédique des sciences méds-
cales, under “sexe.”

One must not be too quick to condemn all gynecological surgery. As the distin-
guished American physician and researcher Mary Putnam Jacobi wrote Elizabeth
Blackwell, the first woman to take a medical degree in Great Britain, “when you
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68.
69.
70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

shudder at ‘mutilations’ it seems to me you can never have handled a degenerated
ovary or a suppurating Fallopian tube,—or you would admit that the mutilation
had been effected by disease . . . or neglect . . . before the surgeon intervened.”
Letter dated December 25, 1888, Library of Congress, Blackwell MS Box 59. I
am grateful to Regina Marantz Sanchez for providing this material.

See Brown, Body and Society, pp. 67—68, and Rousselle, Porneia, pp. 121-128.
History of Animals, 9.50.632a22.

Percival Pott, The Chirurgical Works (London, 1808, new ed.), case 24, “An
Ovarian Hernia,” pp. 210-211. A modem gynecologist interprets this as a rare
instance of bilateral prolapse of the ovaries into the inguinal sacks. Their removal
would lead to the masculination Potr describes. I am grateful to Roger Hoag,
M.D., for his diagnosis.

Theodor von Bischoff, Beweis der von der begattung unabhin gigen peviodischen rei-
fisng und belosung der eier der siugethiere unter des Menschen als der ersten Bedin-
gung ihrer fortpflanzung (Giessen, 1844), pp. 41-42, citing G. Roberts, Frag-
ments d’un voyage dans les provinces intérienres de PInde en 1841. Edward John Tile,
the well-known English gynecologist who was one of the main proponents of
the view that the ovaries controlled women’s sexual urges and were in turn af-
fected by them—“excessive use of sexual intercourse is not infrequently a cause
of sub-acute ovaritis”—also cites Roberts as evidence for the fact that the ovaries
produce “the characteristic luxuriance” of the female form. He claims, in one of
the most bizarre of all nineteenth-century orientalist fantasies, that the operation
was carried out “to serve the lascivious propensities of Eastern despots.” On Dis-
eases of Menstruation and Ovarian Inflammation (London, 1850), p. 53. Roberts’
description seems consistent with what would ensue from prepubertal removal
of the ovaries but also with a pituitary disorder.

L. Hermann, Handbuch der Physiologie (Leipzig, 1881), vol. 6, pt. 2: section by
V. Hensen, “Physiologie der Zeugung,” pp. 69ff. Menstruation after removal of
the ovaries appeared because, not knowing what the ovary did, physicians were
not careful to remove all ovarian tissue and left some remaning on the pedicle
or mesovarium to which the ovary is attached.

A. Charpentier, Cyclopedia of Obstetrics and Gynecology, trans. Egbert H. Grandin
(New York, 1887; orig. in French, 1882), pp. 95-96.

Cited in George Corner, “The Early History of Estrogenic Hormones,” Journal
of Endocrinolggy, 31 (1964—65), iv. His comments are in the context of writings
about ovarian pathology.

Hegar uses the term “castration” advisedly. Some people, he writes, want to use
ovariotomy to refer to the excision of diseased ovaries, whereas castration is re-
served for the removal of healthy ones. No, says Hegar. The ovaries he removes
may appear from clinical examination to be healthy, but one cannot deny that
his patients suffer. To claim that the ovaries he removes are healthy is like saying
that the sclerotic arteries of a man about to die of a stroke are healthy just because
his physician could not diagnose them as diseased. Hegar is determined, in short,
to see the ovaries as guilty until proven innocent. “Zur Begriffsbildung der Kas-
tration,” special reprint from the Centralblatt fiir Gynikologie (1887), pp. 44, 6
7 (available in Hegar’s collected papers at the Crerar Library, Chicago). Re-
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76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

sponding to criticism, he also denies that he routinely prescribes castration for
hysteria, which he acknowledges has a broad range of causes; only in the rarest
case can it be shown to originate in the gonads. But there are other diseases of a
neurotic nature that do stem from the genital organs. These have a physical qual-
ity (“das leiden™), which sometimes goes away during pregnancy and menstrua-

tion. Hegar is clearly uncomfortable under attack and tries to display himself as
a responsible physician. See “Fiir Castration bei Hysterie,” Berlin Klinischen
Wochenschrift, 26 (1880).

Alfred Hegar, Die Castration dev Frauen von physiologischen und chirugischen Stan-

punkte aus (Leipzig, 1878), pp. 41£.

MS joumal of Mabel Loomis Todd, Yale University Library, May 15, 1879. 1

am grateful to Peter Gay for providing this material.

I do not mean to suggest that these questions are easy to answer. Competent
scientists come to very different conclusions from the same, by now rather large,

body of data from humans and primates. See Donald Symons, The Evolution of
Human Sexuality (New York: Oxford University Press,1979), and the review by
Sarah Blaffer Hrdy in Quarterly Review of Biology, 54 (September 1979), 309~
313.

I shall retum to the history of the vexed question of what causes ovulation in the
next chapter. As it happens, rabbits and a few other relatively exotic creatures—
ferrets, minks, short-tailed shrews—are coitally induced ovulators. Humans and
most other mammals ovulate “cyclically” or “spontaneously.” The distinction was
not clear until the twentieth century. Regnier de Graaf, De mulierum organis
generationi inservientibus, trans. George W. Comer in Essays in Biology in Honor of
Herbert Evans (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1943), pp. 55-92. Re-
garding coitally induced versus spontaneous ovulation, see A. V. Nalbandov, Re-

productive Physidlogy of Mammals and Birds (New York: Freeman, 3rd ed. 1976),

pp- 132-133,and R. M. F. S. Sadleir, The Reproduction of Vertebrates (New York:

Academic Press, 1973), pp. 127-129. Current thinkang tends to blur the rigid
distinction between coitally induced and spontaneous ovulators and regards an-
imals on a continuum. For an application of this approach to humans, see J. H.

Clark and M. X. Zarrow, “Influence of Copulation on Time of Ovulation
in Women,” American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecolagy, 109 (April 1971),
183-185.

William Smcllic, A Treatise on the Theory and Practice of Midwifery (London,
1779), 1.90.

Albrecht von Haller, Physiology: Being a Course of Lectures, vol. 2 (London, 1754),
pp- 300—-303. Haller was an ovist when he wrote this, but there are almost iden-
tical accounts by spermaticists. Thus Henry Bracken writes, “In the act of gen-
eration, the pleasure is so exquisite, as to alter the Course of the Blood and
Animal Spirits, which at this time move al those parts which before lay still.”
Midwife’s Companion (London, 1737). The prominent William Smellie gave es-
sentially the same account (Treatise, 1.92).

This autopsy is reported in Pierre Dionis, The Anatomy of Humane Bodies (Lon-
don, 1716, 2nd ed.), p. 237.

W. C. Cruickshank: “Experiments in which, on the third day after impregnation,
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84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

91.

92.
93.

94.
95.

the ova of rabbits were found in the Fallopian tubes.” Phiosophical Transactions,
87 (1797). As von Baer recognized, Cruickshank came very close to identifying

the mammalian ova.
This is in some ways curious, since von Baer makes much of the development of

the Graafian follicle, which he calls the egg, and of the actual egg, the litde egg
or “eichin” within it, as part of the natural history of the ovary. “On the Genesis
of the Ovumn of Mammals and of Man,” trans. C. D. O’Malley, Isss, 47 (1956),
117-153, esp. 119.

John Pulley, Essay on the Proximate Causes of Animal Impregnation (Bedford,
1801), pp. 9-10. This claim is made in the context of an argument with Haigh-
ton (see below).

J. G. Smith, The Principles of Forensic Medicine (London, 1827, 3rd ed.), p. 483.
J. E. Blumenbach, The Elements of Physiology, trans. from the 4th Latin ed. by John
Elliotson, M.D. (London, 1828), n. “i” by translator, p. 468.

Henry John Todd, ed., Cydopedia of Anatomy and Physiology (London, 1836—
1839), “Generation,” p. 450.

For less ambivalent statements of this position, see David Davis, Principles and
Practice of Obstetric Medicine (London, 1836), 2.830—831, who argues strongly
that a corpus luteurn is evidence of impregnation. Haighton in the Philosophical
Transactsons (1797), p. 164, says that it furnishes “incontestable proof™ of prior
pregnancy. An instance of the practical significance of this issue is related in G. F.
Girdwood, “Mr. Girdwood’s Theory of Menstruation,” Lancet (1842-43), p.
829, where a dead woman who had long been married but childless was sus-
pected of marital infidelity. Her large corpus luteun was taken as proof by some
of impregnation, but Girdwood denied the inference and posthumously saved
the woman’s honor.

The analogy here and above is with the beasts: the corpus luteum has “also been
found in the female quadruped after a state of periodical lasciviousness, where
no copulation had taken place.” Smith, Principles, p. 482.

Physicians recognized the existence of a large corpus luteum in the ovaries of
women who died during early pregnancy, but were at a loss to explain either
their function or their relation to the many “miniature corpora lutea™ they also
found there. See, for example, Robert Knox, “Contributions to the History of
the Corpus Lutewn, Human and Comparative,” Lancet (May 9, 1840), pp.
226-229. Robert Lee, a major teacher of gynecology and obstetrics, was stilt
trying to sort this out in 1853. See his Clinical Reports on Ovarian and Uterine
Diseases (London, 1853), pp. 16-20.

Blumenbach, Elements, pp. 483, 485.

Johannes Miiller, Handbuch der Physsologie des Menschen, vol. 2 (Coblenz, 1840),
pp- 644-645. The 1848 supplement to the 1843 English translation of this
work berates Miiller for having dealt with the production of the ovum inade-
quately and cites a great deal of literature in this very active field. See William
Baly, Recent Advances in the Physiology of Motson, the Senses, Generation (London,
1848), pp. 43-61.

John Bostock, An Elementary System of Physiolggy (Boston, 1828), p. 25.

Davis, Principles, p. 831. Todd, in Cyclopedia of Anatomy under “Generation,” had
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96.
97.
98.
99.
100.
101.

102.

103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.

111.

112.

already argued that the ovaries “become unusally vascular during sexual union.”

It is not clear what he means by “venereal orgasm,” but probably not a process
that includes an affective component. “Orgasm” in nineteenth-century medical
writing usually refers simply to some fonn of turgidity or to a state of great
pressure.

Ema Lesky, The Vienna Medical School in the 19th Century (Baltimore: Johns
Hopkins University Press, 1976), pp. 106-116.

Girdwood to Grant, Lancet (1842-43), pp. 825, 826; Lancet (1840-41), p.
295; F.-A. Pouchet, Théorwe positive ‘de ovulation spontanée (Paris, 1847), pp.
125£.

Davis, Principles, pp. 57-58.

Todd, Cyclopedia, pp. 439, 447, 443.

Havelock Ellis, Studses in the Psychology of Sex, vol. 3 (Philadelphia: F. A. Davis,
1920, 2nd cd.), pp. 193-194.

Adam Raciborski, De la puberté et de Page critique chez la fernme (Paris, 1844),
p- 486; Acton, Funcrwns, (4th ed., 1865), p. 112.

Davis, Principles, p. 830. These speculations are cited by later physicians, and I
have added the italics to emphasize the assumption, common in the nineteenth
century, that menstruation is the human equivalent of heat and that women are
more sexually responsive then.

Cited in Peter Gay, The Bourgeoss Experience, p. 161.

R. D. Owen, Moral Physiology (New York, 1828), p. 44.

Josef Ignaz von Dollinger, “Versuch einer Geschichte der Menschlichen Zeu-
gung,” trans A. W. Meyer, Human Generation (Stanford: Stanford University
Press, 1956), p. 37.

Giuseppe Pitre, Sicslian Folk Medicine, trans. Phyllis Williams (Lawrence, Kans.:
Coronado Press, 1971), introduction.

Henry Campbell, Differences in the Nervous Organization of Man and Woman:
Physido gicaland Pathological (London, 1891), pp. 200-201.

Carl Degler, “What Ought to Be and What Was,” American Historical Review,
79 (December 1974), 1467-90.

Rosalind Rosenberg, Beyond Separate Spheres (New Haven: Yale University
Press, 1982), p. 181, n. 6.

Matthews Duncan, On Sterility in Women, Gulstonian Lecture delivered at the
College of Physicians, February 1883 (London, 1884), pp. 96-100.

E. Heinrich Kisch, Die Sterilitat des Weibes (Vienna and Leipzig, 1886), pp. 5,
16-17. Kisch was professor of medicine at Prague and during summers the
chief physician at Marienbad.

Barton C. Hirst, A Taxthook of Obstetrics (Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saun-
ders, 1901), p. 67.

6. Sex Socialized

Encyclopédse (1751), 5.471, “Femme, droit nat.” See also p. 469 for an explicit
atrack on the Galenic view that the penis was only a prolapsed uterus and more
generally that woman was only a lesser man.
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10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Dorinda Outram, The Body and the French Revolution (New Haven: Yale Univer-
sity Press), p. 156.

Marquis de Condorcet, “On the Admission of Women to the Rights of Citzen-
ship,” in Selected Writings, ed. Keith Baker (Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill), pp. 98,
99.

Olympe de Gouges, “Declaration of the Rights of Woman and Citizen” (1791),
in Susan Groag Bell and Karen Offen, eds., Woman: The Family and Freedom
(Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1983), p. 105.

Necker de Saussure, L’Education progressive, 2.274, quoted in Hellerstein, pp.
184-185; see also Leonore Davidoff and Catherine Hall, Famsly Fortunes (Chi-
cago: University of Chicago Press, 1987).

Auguste Debay, Hygiene et physiologse du mariage (Paris, 1850 ed.), part 1, “Phi-
losophie du mariage,” pp. 88-90, 39—48, 55. See on doctors versus clergy, An-
gus McLaren, “Doctor in the House: Medicine and Private Morality in France,
1800-1850,” Feminist Studses, 2.3 (1974-75), 39-54.

William Acton, Functions . . . (1857).

Susanna Barrows, Distorting Mirrors (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1981),
chap. 1.

Susla)n Sleeth Mosedale, “Science Corrupted: Victorian Biologists Consider ‘The
Woman Question,’” Journal of the History of Biology, 11 (Spring 1978), 1-55;
Elizabeth Fee, “Nineteenth-Century Craniology: The Study of the Female Skull,
Bulletin of t he History of Medicine, 53 (Fall 1979), 915-933; Loma Duffin, “Pris-
oners of Progress: Women and Evolution,” in Sara Delamont and L.orna Duffin,
eds., The Nineteenth-Century Woman: Her Cultural and Physical World (New
York: Barnes and Noble, 1978), pp. 915-933. For two contemporary English
articulations of these themes, see Grant Allen, “Plain Words on the Woman
Question,” Fortnightly Review, 46 (October 1889), 274; and W. L. Distant, “On
the Mental Differences Between the Sexes,” Journal of the Rayal Anthropological
Institute, 4 (1875), 78-87.

Pateman, The Sexual Contract, p. 41.

Sec on this point Jean Bethke Elshtain, Public Man, Private Woman: Women
in Social and Political Thought (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1981),
chap. 3.

Millicent Fawcett, “The Emancipation of Women,” Fortnightly Review, 50 (No-
vember 1891), a response to Frederic Harrison’s article with the same title in the
previous month’s issue, which argued that emancipated women would become
like men; italics mine.

Joan B. Landes, Women and the Public Sphere (Ithaca: Cornell University Press,
1988), p. 11. More generally see chap. 3 on Rousseaun’s “Reply to Public
Women” and chaps. 1 and 2 on new women’s voices and symbolic politics.

For a recent account of the centrality of sexual difference in Rousseau’s account
of the origins of sociability and dependence, see Joel Schwarez, The Sexual Politics
of Jean-Jacques Roussean (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1984), pp. 3 and
1-40 passim. Elshtain in PublicMan, Private Woman also argues for the centrality
of sexual difference in the political philosophy of Rousseau.

Jean-Jacques Rousseau, A Discourse on Inequality, trans. Maurice Cranston (Har-
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16.

17.
18.
19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.
26.

27.

mondsworth: Penguin, 1984), pp. 102-104. Roussecau also argues against
Locke that in the state of nature there is no reason for any one woman to seek
anyone man, or vice versa. The bonds of family as well as passion are the creation
of civilization (pp. 165-166, n.L).

Puf endorf quoted in Schwartz, Sexual Politics, p. 19. These passages, which do
not of course deal with the ulamate diff erence of male and female passion, are
explicitly concemed with establishing another divide: that between humans and
beasts.

Rousseau, Discourse, pp. 102—103, 110; Emsle, trans. Allan Bloom (New York:
Basic Books, 1981), book 5, pp. 359 and 362n.

Emile, pp. 357—-358, 362-3; italics mine.

Encyclopédie, “Jouissance,” 5.889. I have used the translation with some modifi-
cations in Stephen ]. Gendzier, trans., The Encyclopedia (New York: Harper and
Row, 1967), p. 97.

For a general account of the condition of women as markers of progress in Mil-
lar’s four stages of civilization, see Paul Bowles, “John Millar, the Four-Stages
Theory, and Women’s Position in Society,” History of Polstical Economy, 16 (Win-
ter 1984), 619-638. Bowles rightly sees economics as the engine of change in
Millar but plays down the active mediation of women in translating structural
changes into new cultural norms. See also Ignatieff’s article in Istvan Hont and
Michael Ignatieff, eds., Wealth and Virtue: The Shaping of Political Economy in the
Scottish Enlightenment (Cambridge: University Press, 1983), and Sylvana Toma-
selli, “The Enlightenment Debate on Women,” History Workshop, 20 (1985),
101-124.

John Millar, Origin of the Distinction of Ranks (Basel, 1793), pp. 14, 32, 86, 95—
96.

In my discussion of Wheeler I rely heavily on Barbara Taylor, Eve and the New
Jerusalem: Socialism and Feminism in the Nineteenth Century (New York: Pan-
theon, 1983), esp. chap. 2.

Catherine Gallagher, “The Body versus the Social Body in the Works of Thomas
Malthus and Henry Mayhew,” in Gallagher and Thomas Laqueur, eds., The Mak-
g of the Modern Body (Berkeley: University of Calif ornia Press, 1987), pp. 83-
106.

Anna Wheeler and William Thompson, An Appeal of One-Half the Human Race,
Women, Against the Pretensions of the Other Half, Men, To Retain Them in Political
and T hence in Civil and Domestic Slavery (London, 1825), pp. 60-61.

Ibid., p. 145 and part 2, question 2.

Mary Wollstonecraft, Thoughts on the Education of Daughters ... (London,
1787), p. 82. Mary Poovey, The Proper Lady and the Woman Writer (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1984), pp. 80—81, 48—81 passim. See also Zillah
Eisenstein, The Radical Future of Liberal Femintsm (New York: Longmans,
1981), pp. 89-112.

Theodor G. von Hippel, On Improving the Status of Women (1792), trans. Tim-
othy F. Sellner (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1979), pp. 66, 143, 147,
and chap. 5 passim. Hippel’s tein for “opposite sex” is “anderes geschlecht” and
might be translated simply as “the other sex,” but in German as in English it is
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28.

29.

30.

31.

32.
33.

34.

35s.

36.

37.

38.

almost always used by a male writer or speaker to refer to the female or to his
own sex in relation to the other. The sense of opposition rather than superiority/
inferiority is part of the linguistic making of incommensurability. I do not know
when this sense of the term entered German, but the OED gives the first English
use in the Spectator (1711); “Nothing makes a woman more estcemed by the
opposite sex than chastity.” Again, the capacity for sexual control defines oppo-
sition.

Mary Wollstonecraft, Fermale Reader (London, 1789), p. vii; Taylor, Eve, pp. 47~
48.

Davidoff and Hall, Famsly Fortunes, p. 179 and chap. 3. Domestic ideology may
be defined as the belief that the domestic sphere is the primary arena for teaching
morality and proper conduct, that this sphere is dominated by women, and that
women therefore exercise enormous public influence by their efforts in the home.
Sarah Ellis, The Wives of England (London, n.d.), p. 345; The Daughters of Eng-
land: Their Position tn Society, Character and Responsibilities (London, 1842), p.
85. Mitzi Myers, “Reform or Ruin: A Revolution in Female Manners,” Studies
in the Exghteenth Century, 11 (1982), 199-217, makes a persuasive case for con-
sidering writers as far apart politically as the domestic ideologist and Wolistonc-
craft as engaged in a similar moral enterprise.

Elizabeth Blackwell, The Human Element in Sex (London, 1884), pp. 52, 57, 16.
Ibid., pp. 54, 21, 26, 44, 31.

Elizabeth Blackwell, A Medscal Address on the Benevolence of Malthus, contrasted
with the Corru ptions of Neo-Malthusianism (London, 1888), pp. 17, 25, 34, 32.
For a more general discussion of this theme, see Sheila Jeffreys, The Spinster and
Her Enemies (London: Pandora, 1985).

Aldous Huxley, “Literature and Science” (1963), quoted in Peter Morton, The
Vital Science: Biology and the Literary Imagination (London: Allen and Unwin,
1984), p. 212.

Evolutionary theory can be, and of course was, interpreted to support the notion
of an infinitely graded scale, reminiscent of the one-sex model, on which women
were lower than men, childlike in the same way that blacks were childlike with
respect to whites. I do not want to argue that Darwin himself consistently held
any particular view on this subject or that any particular view can be derived
from Darwinian theory. As with the debate about the nature of competition in so-
ciety, any view—and thus no view—about sexual diff erence can be derived from
evolutionary biology. My reading of Darwin has been influenced by Morton,
The Vital Science, and by Gilian Beer, Darwin’s Plots (London: Routledge, 1983).
Charles Darwin, The Ovigin of S pecies (1859) (Garden City: Doubleday, 1958),
pp- 96—97. There is actually among animals considerable evidence against the
idea of the coy female. See Sarah Blaffer Hrdy, “Empathy, Polyandry, and the
Myth of the Coy Female,” in Ruth Bleier, ed., Feminist Approachesto Science (New
York: Pergamon Press, 1986), pp. 118-146.

Havelock Ellis argues explicitly that “it is the spontaneous and natural instinct of
the lover to desire modesty in his mistress.” The Evolution of Modesty, part 1, in
Studies in the Psychology of Sex (1900, 1920), 1.45, quoted in Ruth Yeazell, “Na-
ture’s Courtship Plot in Darwin and Ellis” (unpublished MS), who argues for
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40.

41.
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43,

48.

the narrative generalization of Darwin’s views. Like Diderot and Rousseau, Ellis
regards modesty as engendering sexual desire and thinks that it diminishes after
marriage and notes: “The difference in ticklishness between the unmarried
woman and the married woman corresponds to their difference in degree of
modesty.” Sexual Selection in Man, in Studies, 6.18.

The Descens of Man and Selection in Relatwn to Sex (1871) (Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1981), 2.402 (part 2, chap. 21); 2.329-330 (chap. 19).

O. S. Fowler, Practical Phrenology (New York, n.d.), p. 59; also p. 67. I pur-
chased my copy of this book from a workingman’s club library in Aylesbury,
Bucks. For a general overview of these issues, see Robert M. Young, Mind, Brain,
and Adaptation in the Nineteenth Century (London: Oxford University Press,
1970), pp. 47-49. The cerebellar locus of sexuality is expounded most fully in
George Combe, On the Functions of the Cerebellum by Dr. Gall (Edinburgh,
1838), a translation of the relevant parts of E. ]. Gall and J. C. Spurzheim, Anat-
omie et physiologie du systeme nerveaux (Pacis, 1810—1819). J. Chitty, A Practical
Treatis on Medical Jurisprudence (London, 1834), p. 270, treats it as a common-
place.

The histoty of physiology in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries generally is
underdeveloped, and the history of both human and animal reproductive physi-
ology is even less well explored. There simply is not enough work on the day-to-
day practice of nineteenth-century scientists working in reproductive biology to
understand in detail how social issues structured their practice.

Theodor von Bischoff, Beweis der von der Begattung unabhingigen periodischen
Reifimg und Loslisung der Eser der Saugethiere und des Menschen (Giesen, 1844),
pp- 28-31.

F. A. Pouchet, Théorse positive de Povulation spontanée et de la fEcondation des mam-
miféres et de Vespéce humaine (Paris, 1847), pp. 452, 104-167. Pouchet was a
distinguished naturalist, a corresponding member of the French Academy of Sci-
ence, and a man of considerable independent judgment and courage. In the fa
mous debate between Pouchet, a believer in spontaneous generation, and his
opponent Pasteur, he and not Pasteur worked against the grain of religious and
political orthodoxy. See John Farley and Gerald Giesen, “Science, Politics and
Spontaneous Generation in Nineteenth Century France: The Pasteur-Pouchet
Debate,” Bulletin of the History of Medscine, 48 (Summer 1974), 161-198.

. Jules Michelet, L’Amour (Paris, 1859), p. xv.
45.
. V. Hensen in L. Hermann, Handbuch der Physiologie (Leipzig, 1881), 6.2.69.
47.

Bischoff, Beweis, p. 43.

Q. U. Newell et al., “The Time of Ovulation in the Menstrual Cycle as Checked
by Recovery of the Ova from the Fallopian Tubcs,” American Journal of Obstetrics
and Gynecology, 19 (February 1930), 180-185.

By the twentieth century, pathologists were better able to tell the age of the
corpus lutewn and could therefore put ovulation somewhere in the middle of
the menstrual cycle. But even this evidence showed wide variation, with several
major researchers locating mean time of ovulation just after or within days of the
end of the menses. See the summary of this research in Carl G. Hartman, Time
of Ovulation in Women (Baltimore: Williams and Wilkins, 1936).
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Paget cited in R. J. Tilt, Dsseases of Menstruation (London, 1850), p. xxvii.

Ibid,, pp. 141-155; R. L. Dickenson, Human Sex Anatomy (Baltimore: Williams
and Wilkins, 1933), fig. 42. We know now that days 12—14 in the cycle are by
far the most likely for conception.

George H. Napheys, The Physical Life of Woman (Walthamstow, 1879), pp. 69-
70.

Carl Capcllmann, Facultative Sterilitit obne Verletzung der Sittengesetze (Aachen,
1882).

Marie Stopes, Married Love, p. 148. It is thus little wonder, as Dr. Bessie Moses
said in her report on the first five years of the Baltimore Contraception Bureau,
that almost all of her patients who claimed to be using the rhythm method ab-
stained from intercourse just before, during, and just after the menstrual flow,
that is, during what they took to be the fertile period. See Hartman, Time of
Ovulation, p. 149.

A. S. Parkes, “The Rise of Reproductive Endocrinology, 1926—-1940,” Journal of
Endocrinolagy, 34 (1966), xx—xxii, Medvei, History, pp. 396~411; George W.
Comner, “Our Knowledge of the Menstrual Cycle, 1910-1950,” Lancet, 240
(April 28, 1951), 919-923.

Pouchet, Théorie positive, p. 227.

Augustus Gardiner, The Causes and Curative Treavment of Sterility, with a Prelim-
inary Statement of the Physiology of Generation (New York, 1856), p. 17. Lancer
(January 28, 1843), 644, states flatly: “The menstrual period in women bears a
strict physiological resemblance” to the heat of “brutes.”

Cited as the epigraph of chap. 3, “The Changes That Take Place in the Non-
Pregnant Uterus During the Oestrous Cycle,” in F. H. A. Marshall’s classic The
Physiology of Reproduction (New York, 1910), p. 75.

Bischoff, Beweis, pp. 40, 40—48.

GA 738b5ft, 727a21fF; see also Chapter 2 above.

Pliny, Natural History, 7.13.15.63; Loeb ed., 2.547.

Haller, Physiology, p. 290 (419 of the 1803 English ed.).

Blumenbach, Elements, pp. 461-462.

Robert Remak, “Uber Menstruation und Brunst,” Nesue Zeitschrift fiir Geburt-
skunde, 3 (1843), 175-233, esp. 176.

Muiiller, Handbuch, 2.640.

Jean Borie, “Une Gynaecologie passionée,” in Jean-Paul Aron, ed., Misérable et
glorieuse: La Femme du XIX stécle (Paris: Fayard, 1980), pp. 164ff.

Pouchet, Théorie positive, pp. 12—-26 (on the use of logic in the absence of hard
evidence, see his discussion of the first law, esp. p. 15); pp. 444—446 for a sum-
mary of his program.

G. F. Girdwood, “On the Theory of Menstruation,” Lancet (October 1844),
315-316.

Adam Raciborski, Trasé (Paris, 1868), pp. 43—47. His De la puberté et de Page
critique chez la femme (1844) was often cited, along with Bischoff, as having
established spontaneous ovulation in women.

Ibid., pp. 46—47. “L’orgasme de ’ovulation,” incidentally and again inexplicably,
was not a moment of pleasure but an orgasm in the sense of “an increase in the
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78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

vital action” of the organ being considered. See Littré, Dictsonnasre, “Orgasme.?
This heightened activity in turn resulted in nervous irritatdon, which was some-
how communicated to the uterus and caused it to be fattened with blood. Then,
with the bursting of the ovarian follicle, the dam was broken, the egg was re-
leased, and the womb gave up its extra blood. Alternatively, the pressure affected
the uterus, which began to bleed somewhat before the release of the egg.
Nigele, Evfabrungen und Abhandlungen . . . (Mannheim, 1812), p. 275. Sce p.
270 regarding estrus of domesticated animals occurring at times other than when
they are fertile.

Blumenbach, Physiolagy, p. 455.

Heape had argued explicitly in an earlier paper that heat and menstruation were
analogous, with differences due to the general conditions affecting higher mam-
mals. “The Menstruation of Semnopsthecus entellus,” Plilosophical Transactions,
185.1 (1894). It is unfair to discuss this man only in the context of his political
views because his work on menstruation and ovulation in primates is of consid-
erable scientific importance.

Walter Heape, “Ovulation and Degeneration of Ova in the Rabbit,” Proceedm gs
of the Royal Society, 76 (1905), 267.

Walter Heape, Sex Antagonism (London, 1913), p. 23.

L. Adler and H. Hitschmann, “Der Bau der Uterusschleimhaut des geschlechs-
reifen Weibes mit besonderer Berucksichtigung der Menstruation,” Monatschrift
fetr Geburtshulfe und Gynikologie, 27.1 (1908), esp. 1-8, 48-59.

This is actually Marshall’s summary in his immensely popular Textbook, p. 92, of
Heape’s account in “Menstruation of Semnopithecus entellus.”

Havelock Ellis, Man and Woman: A Study of Human Secondary Sexual Character-
istics (London, 1904), pp. 284, 293.

Rudolf Virchow, Der piipurele Zustand: Das Weib und die Zelle (1848), quoted in
Mary Putnam Jacobi, The Question of Rest for Women During Menstruation (New
York, 1886), p. 110.

According to Michelet, L’Amour, p. 393, the ovary was not the only source of
women’s fundamental sickness. The nineteenth was the century of the uterus:
“Ce siecle sera nommé celui des maladies de la matrice,” he argues, having iden-
tified the fourteenth century as that of the plague and the sixteenth as that of
syphilis (p.iv). For discussion see Thérése Moreau, Le Sang de Phsstoive: Michelet,
Phistoire et Psdée de la femme au XIXe siécle (Paris: Flammarion, 1982).
Charpentier, Cydopedia of Obstetvics and Gynecology, trans. Grandin (1887), part
2, p. 84.

Quoted in Hans H. Simmer, “Pfliiger’s Nerve Reflex Theory of Menstruation:
The Product of Analogy, Teleology and Neurophysiology,” Clio Medica, 12.1
(1977), 59.

Elie Metchnikoff, The Nature of Man: Studses in Optimistic Philosophy, trans. P.
Chalmers Mitchel (New York: Putnam’s, 1908). Metchnikoff, after 1883 a pro-
fessor at the Pasteur Institute, was according to his translator “a votive of the
new religion who has left everything for science” (p. 91). He thought that men-
strual periods were a result of progress and culture, particularly a high marriage
age: “In these circumstances it is not wonderful that menstruation should appear
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84.

85.
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88.

89.
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91.

so abnonnal and even pathological”™ See below for others who beheved that
menstruation was a sign of civilization.

Jacobi, Question, pp. 1-25, 81, and 223-232. Section 3, pp. 64-115, is devoted
to laying out and criticizing the so-called ovarian theory of menstruation.

Ibid., pp. 98-100. Jacobi was generally an opponent of what she took to be
sentimental or romantic views of women’s role in the world.

Ibid., pp. 83, 165.

Ibid., pp. 99, 167-168.

W. E. Ganong, Review of Medical Physiology, 8th ed. (Los Altos: Lang, 1977), p.
332.

Edward Westermarck, The History of Human Marriage (New York, 1891). Wes-
termarck assumes “that marriage existed among primitive men,” taking as a
premise that which he wishes to conclude.

The poem “Ellis Ethelmer,” in Woman Free (Congleton: Women’s Emancipation
Union, 1893), pp. 10~17. I am grateful to Susan Kent for sending me a copy of
this poem. See her Sex and Suffrage tn Britain, 1860-1914 (Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1987), for the general context of Wolstenholme’s attack on the
notion of complementary and cooperative separate spheres.

Ellis, The Phenomena of Sexual Periodicivy, in Studies, 1.85-160, summarizes the
vast nineteenth-century literature. He was so committed to the menses-estrus
connection that when he was able to study “directly” the cycles of desire in two
women—in one case based on a diary of erotic dreams, in another on a diary of
masturbatory episodes—he interpreted a second and to him surprising peaking
of desire evident at the middle point of the cycle. This was the result of murtel-
schmerz, now regarded as a symptom of ovulation but considered by Ellis as
nebenmenstruation, a secondary menstruation, a “minor or abortive menstrua-
tion” that might be the first sign of a future breaking up of the menstrual cycle
into two. Modem studies find no consistent cycle of desire in relation to ovula-
tion. The following literature on behavioral aspects of the menstrual cycle is
especially useful: Robert Snowden et al., Patterns and Perceptions of Menstruation
(New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1983); Lorraine Dennerstein: “Hormones and
Female Sexuality” and “The Menstrual Cycle-correlating Biological and Psycho-
logical Changes,” in Dennerstein and Myriam de Senarclens, eds., The Toung
Woman: Psychosomatic Aspects of Qbsterrics and Gynaecolggy (Princeton: Excerpta
Medica, 1983); Naomi W. Morris and J. Richard Udry, “Epidemiological Pat-
terns of Behavior in the Menstrual Cycle,” and Gregory D. Williams and Ann
Marie Williams, “Sexual Behavior and the Menstrual Cycle,” in Richard C. Fried-
man, ed., Behavior and the Menstrual Cycle (New York: Marcel Dekker, 1982).
This story is from Nancy Burley, “The Evolution of Concealed Ovulation,”
American Naturalsst, 114 (December 1979), 835-858. For an argument on the
other side, correlating the social and endocrine elements in primate sexual behav-
ior, see M. J. Baum, “Hormonal Modulation of Sexuality in Female Primates,”
BioScience, 33.9 (1983), 578-582. Sarah Blaffer Hrdy argues that hidden ovu-
lation in primates, and by extension in humans, is a way of making a number of
males feel that they might have been the father of a child and hence obliged to
care for it; the certainty of patemity is clearly not necessary to bind father to
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99.
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child. For a popular summary of this argument, see “Heat Loss,” Science, 83
(October 1983), 73-78, and a more technical account in Barbara B. Smuts et
al, eds., Primate Societies (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1986), “Pat-
tening of Sexual Activity, pp. 370-384.

This view is widespread, but I quote here Peter Wagner’s description of the
new literature on masturbation in Eres Revived: Erotica of the Enlightenment in
England and Amenea (London: Secker and Warburg, 1988), p. 16.

M. A. Petit, Medium of the Heart, cited in M. Larmont, Medscal Advisor and
Mamage Guide (New York, 1861), p. 325. Petit was supposedly a physician in
Lyon.

Joseph W. Howe, M.D., Excessive Venery, Masturbation, and Continence (New
York, 1896), p. 67.

Foucault, History of Sexualtty, vol. 1. Onania appears in newspaper advertise-
ments during the first decade of the eighteenth century and went through
countless editions over the next two centuries. Tissot’s work was written in
1760 and translated into English in 1766. The Silent came out in Birmingham
around 1840.

I disagree in my account with Schwartz, Sexual Polstics, who distinguishes these
episodes, pp. 105~106; Rousseau, Confessions, Modern Library ed., p. 111;
Rousseau, Emule, pp. 4, 334—-335. Rousseau’s account is an early version of the
modemn adage, “Masturbation is sex with someone you love.”

Henry Thomas Kitchener, Letters on Mariage . . . and on the Recsprocal Relations
between the Sexes (London, 1812), 1.22. He cites Rousseau’sEmile at this point.
The title of course speaks to the alternative, social sexuality.

Goss and Co., Hygeiana (n.d., ca. 1840), pp. 59—60. The horror stories regard-
ing females are worse than those involving males in this book: spasm, hysteria,
rickets, painfully enlarged clitoris, vaginal discharge, and much more. Using the
cordial produced by this company renders such poor creatures once again fit
mothers with regular menses.

Owen, Moral Physiology, pp. 34-35.

Samuel Sullivan, A Guide to Health, or Advice to Both Sexes in Neyvous and Con-
sumptive Complasnts, Scurvy, Leprosy, Scrofula: also on Certain Disease and Sexual
Debility (London, 66th ed., n.d. but sold in New York in 1847), p. 207. I give
the full title to show the company that masturbatory debility keeps.

Richard Carlile, Every Woman’s Book or What Is Love containmg Most Important
Instructions for the Prudent Regulation of the Principle of Love and the Number of a
Family (London, 1828), esp. pp. 18, 22, 2627, 37-38. I consulted a 1892
reprint of the 1828 edition published by the Malthusian League; the tract was
originally published in Carlile’s ultraradical Red Republican,

The connection between the unleashing of desire and its valuation in classic
economic thought, as brilliantly discussed by Albert Hirschman in The Passions
and the Interests (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1977), has never been
studied in relation to the new differentiation of desire in which men produce
and desire sex while women reproduce and desire goods. They, after all, are the
new consumers. Isabel Hull is exploring these issues in her studies of sexuality
and the making of civil society in eighteenth-century Germany.
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104.
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Mothers are cautioned to warn their daughters that the solitary vice will make
them unfit to €ulfill their normal functions and leave them with something they
will not be able to share with their vircuous husband without shame. Eliza
Dufty, What Women Should Know (London, 1873). Old views of producing if
not monsters then certainly deformities through social practices were alive and
wellin the eighteenth century. See the opening of Steme’s Tristram Shandy and,
for a general account, Paul-Gabriel Boucé, “Imagination, Pregnant Women,
and Monsters in Eighteenth Century England and France,” in G. S. Rousseau
and Roy Porter, eds., Sexual Underworlds of the Enlightenment (Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 1988), pp. 86-100.

Tilt, Diseases of Menstruation, p. 54; Ryan, Phulosophy of Marriage, p. 168. Ryan,
like most other nineteenth-century authorities, continued to believe in so-called
moral causes of sterility and held that “reserve and frigidity during the approach
of the sexes” can lead to barrenness within marriage (p. 157). See also, for
example, Frederick Hollick, The Marriage Guide or Natural History of Generation
(London, 1850), p. 72; Campbell, Differences, pp. 211-212; Ryan, Jurispru-
dence, p. 225; Napheys, Physical Life, pp. 77-78.

See Fleetwood Churchill’s classic Outlines of the Principal Diseases of Females
(Dublin, 1838), in which he greatly admires Parent-Duchitlct’s work but
nevertheless maintains what he presurnes to be the “general opinion™: “scarcely
any organ [as the clitoris] is so liable to enlargement from frequent excitation,
and thus in turn prompts to repetition of the excitement.” Perhaps in his view
prostitutes do not engage in clitoral stimulation. On prostitution and exchange,
the classic text is George Simmel, “Prostitution,” in Donald Levine, ed., On
Individuality and Social Forms (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1971).
Lucretius, The Nature of the Universe, trans. Ronald Latham (Harmondsworth:
Penquin, 1951), p. 170. No one, as far as I can tell, cited any evidence for this
claim between its articulation in the twelfth century and its going out of favor
in the late nineteenth.

Regarding excessive moisture as a cause of barrenness, see, for example, R. B.
[R. Buttleworth?], The Doctresse: A Plain and Easie Method of Curing T hose Dis-
eases Which Are Peculier to Women (London, 1656), p. 50. A variant on the heat
argument is that ordinary women experience two orgasms, one from the alter-
ation in her cold state caused by the inflow of hot sperm from the male and
another from her own emission. Harlots, whose wombs are already hot from
excessive intercourse, lack the first. On this claim see Helen R. Lemay, “William
of Saliceto on Human Sexuality,” Viaror, 12 (1981), 172. She attributes it to
William of Conches or some twelfth-century interpolator. William of Conches
is cited in Jacquart and Thomasset, Sexuality, p. 88. Lorenz Fries (Phryssen),
Spiegel der Arrzney (1518, 1546), p. 130, says: “Die unfruchbarkeyt wirt auch
dardurch geursacht, so die fraw kein lust zu dem mann hat, wie dann die ge-
meynen frawlin, welche alleyn umb der narung willen also arbeyten.” My col-
league Elaine Tennent of the German Department at Berkeley suggests that,
though the use of “Frawlin” (“Fraulein” in modetn German) instead of “Fraw”
as in the previous clause, supports reading “gemeynen Frawlin” as prostitutes,
it would also support the reading I give in the parentheses in my text. Even if
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one were to accept this later reading, Fries’s argument still supports my claim
that the relationship to production and exchange is marked on the body’s ca-
pacity to procreate. On heat and religious fervor, see William Bouwsma, Jobn
Calvin (New York: Oxford University Press, 1988).

R. Howard Bloch, Etymologies and Genenlogies: A Literary Anthropobogy of the
Middle Ages (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1983), pp. 173-174. This
naturalistic expression of cultural anxiety, in the case of prostitutes and perhaps
also of usury, strikes me as an aspect of the new relationship between the sacred
and the profane which Peter Brown discusses in his “Society and the Supernat-
ural: A Medieval Change,” Sociezy and the Holy tn Late Antigquity (Berkeley: Uni-
versity of California Press, 1982), pp. 302—322. Indeed, the production of
authoritative texts like William of Conches might be construed as evidence for
Brown’s shift from “consensus to authority.” Catherine Gallagher, “George
Eliot and Dansel Deronda: The Prostitute and the Jewish Question,” in Sex,
Polstics, and Science in the Nineteenth-Century Novel, ed. Ruth Yeazell (Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins University Press, 1986), pp. 40-41.

For a review of this literature up to 1968, sce Journal of the American Psychoan-
alytic Assocation, 16 (July 1968), 405-612, which is made up of a series of
articles discussing Mary Jane Sherfey’s “The Evolution and Nature of Female
Sexuality in Relation to Psychoanalytic Theory” in vol 14 of the journal. Sher-
fey’s article subsequently came out as a book, The Nature and Evolution of Female
Sexuality (New York: Vintage, 1973). The view that “equates the occurrence of
intercourse with the occurrence of female orgasm,” with an adaptationist ac-
count of its evolution, is brilliantly cnticized in a forthcoming book by Eliza-
beth A. Lloyd of the Department of Philosophy at Berkeley. Her views arc
summatized in Stephen J. Gould, “Freudian Slip,” NaturalHistory, 96 (January
1987), 14-21.

Robert Scholes, “Uncoding Mama: The Female Body as Text,” in Semjotics and
Imerpretatsons (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1982), pp. 130-131 and
passim.

Sigmund Freud, Three Esays on the Theory of Sexuality (1905), trans. James
Strachey (New York: Avon, 1962), p. 123.

Ibid., p. 124.

Richard von Krafft-Ebing, Psychopathia Sexualss, trans. of 7th enlarged German
ed. by Charles Gilbert Chaddock (Philadelphia: F. A. Davis, 1908), p. 31.
Reference Handbook of the Medscal Sciences (New York, 1900-1908), 7.171.
Hyrtl taught anatomy in the University of Vienna while Freud was studying
there. The Grimms define Kitzler as clitoris or female rod, “weibliche Rute,”
and trace the associations back through a number of earlier forms. Kitzlerin is
defined as “titillans femina™ but the usage given is: “The Emperor Maximillian
called one of his blunderbusses the Kitzlerin.”

Ibid,, 7.172. These “endings™ take their name from Wilhelm J. F. Krause
(1833-1910) and are found not only in the penis and the clitoris but also in
the conjunctiva of the eye and in the mucous membranes of the lips and tongue.
E. H. Kisch, The Sexual Life of Women (English trans., London, 1910), p. 180.
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Kisch’s Sterslitit des Weibes (1886) is a major summary of the literature on fe-
male sexuality and reproductive biology.

Dictionnasre encyclopédique des sciences médicales, 18.138; 99.230—288. The va-
gina, this article reports, is longer in Negro women than in whites, correspond-
ing presumably to the supposedly larger penis of the Negro male.

Georg Ludwig Kobelr (1804-1857) was a physician and the eponymous dis-
coverer of Kobelt’s network—the junction of the veins of the vestibular bulbs
below the clitoris—and several other structures of the genito-urinary system.
His Die Méinnlichen und Weiblichen Wollusts-Organe des Menschen und verschie-
dene Sau getiere (Freiburg, 1844) is the basis for the English text I have generally
followed, with slight emendations: Thomas Power Lowry, ed., The Classic Clit-
orss (Chicago: Nelson Hall, 1978).

Modem evolutionary biologists would probably not attribute specific purposes
to the clitoris but would regard its sensitivities as the female version of the
adaptive characteristics of the penis, just as the characteristics of the male nip-
ples are the result of adaptations in the female of the species.

Classic Clitorss, pp. 38, 43.

Dictionnaire des sciences médicales (Paris, 1813), 5.373--375; for “clitorisme” see
pp- 376-379.

Ibid. (Paris, 1821), 56.446—449. “Vagin” began to refer to the organto which
it refers today in the late seventeenth century. As late as 1821, a reference work
still found it necessary to note that serious mistakes arose from lexical impreci-
sion.

Mauriceau, Description anatomique des parties de la femme, gui servent a la gener-
arion (Paris, 1662, 1708), pp. 8, 13—-14. Mauriceau points out that the clitoris
does not emit semen because it has no urethra.

Duval, Trasté des bermaphrodites, p. 68.

Freud, “Infantile Sexuality,” in Three Essays, p. 93.

I am indebted in my account of the “aporia of anatomy” in Freud’s essay on
feminity to Sarah Kofinan, The Enigma of Woman (Ithaca: Cornell University
Press, 1985), csp. pp- 109-114.

Rubin, “The Traffic in Women,” pp. 179180, 187.

Crilszation and Its Discontents, trans. James Strachey (New York: Norton,
1962).

Rosalind Coward, Patriarchal Precedents: Sexuality and Social Relations (Lon-
don: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1983), p. 286.

Freud to Abraham, November 11, 1917, cited in Peter Gay, Freud: A Life for
Owur Times (New York: Norton, 1988), p. 368.

Bonaparte, Female Sexuality, p. 203.
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