
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































27. Atttibuted to Charles Cotton, E1·otopolis: The Prerent State of Betty-land (London, 
Thomas Stretzcr,Merryland(orig. 1740, New York: Robin Hood House, 

1932), 45-65. I am gratefid to Lisa Cody for these references. 
28. Robert B. Todd, Cyclqpedia of and Physrology (London, 1836-1839) 

2.685-686, 684-738. The major French medical encyclopedia of the period 
gives a similar account. 

29. Lazzaro Spallanzani, Experiences pour serpir a l'histoire de Ia generation des animaux 
et des planter (Geneva, 1785), para. 123. 

30. R. Couper, Speculations on the Mode and Appearances of Impregnation in the Hu­
man Female (Edinburgh, 17 89), p. 4l. 

31. On Hunter, see Evard Home, "An Account of the Dissection of an Hennaph­
rodite Dog, to Which Are Prefixed Some Observations on Hennaphrodites in 
General," Philosophiad Transactions, 69 ( 1799), part 2. More generally on artifi­
cial insemination, though without reference to its value for understanding how 
conception works in the female, see F. N. L. Poynter, "Hunter, Spallanzani, and 
the History of Anificial Insemination," in Lloyd G. Stevenson and Robert P. 
Multhauf, cds., Medicine, Science and Culture (Baltimore: Jolms Hopkins Univer­
sity Press, 1968), pp. 99-ll3. 

32. Samuel Farr, TheElernentrofMedicaJfurisprudence (London, 1785), pp. 42-43. 
33. Soranus, GyneCIJlogy, trans. Temkin, p. 36. Soranus makes this claim seem com­

monsensical by pointing out that "Similarly in women who mourn, appetite for 
food often exists but is obscured by grief" 

34. Richard Bum, Jusrice of the PeRCe (London, 1756), p. 598. He cites a line of 
lawyers who subscribed to this view but then quotes Hawkins to the effect that 
their legal opinions are dubious: "the previous violence is in no way extenuated 
by the present consent," because if one foUowed this rule the trial of me offender 
would have to wait until pregnancy was determined, and finally the "philosophy 
of this notion may be very well doubted of'' 

35. Cited in]. S. Forsyth, A Synopsis ofModernMedicRl Jurisprudence (London, 1829), 
pp. 499-500. 

36. Nevenheless, as late as 1865 a leading forensic physician reported that rapists' 
attorneys were using the fact of pregnancy in their clients' defense and worried 
that, if juries actually believed these argwnents, great injustice would result. Su­
san Edwards, Female Sexuality and the Law (Oxford: Robertson, 19 81), p. 124. 

37. Matthew Hale (1609-1676), Hi.sturia placitorum curtWUU, p. 631; first American 
ed., History ofthe Pleas ofthe Crtmm (Philadelphia, 1847). 

38. On the prosecution of rape, see Anna Clark, Womm's Silence, Men's Violence (Lon­
don: Pandora, 1987). 

39. John Mason Good, The Study of Medicine (Boston, 1823), 4.100. 
40. J. A. Paris and ]. S.M. Fontblanque, Medical Jurisprudence (London, 1823), 

1.436-437. 
4l. T. R. Beck, Elenunts of Medical Jurisprudence (London 1836, 6th ed.), p. 109. 

Beck admits that "we do not know, nor shall probably ever know, what is nec­
essary to cause conception." 

42. Couper, Speculations, p. 40; E. Sibley, Medical Mi7Tor (London, n.d. but ca. 
1790), p. 15. 
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43. Thomas Denman, An Introduction to the Practice ~f Midwifery (London, 1794), 
1.73-74. 

44. I base these observations on the 27th, or 100th anniversary, edition of Henry 
Gray,AnatomyoftheHumanBody, ed. Charles Mayo Goss (Philadelphia: Lea and 
Febiger, 1959), figs. 74, 77, 90, 827, among many others. 

45. S. T. von Soemmerring,Abi/dung des menschlichenAuges (Frankfurt, 1801), pref­
ace, unpaginated. 

46. Bernard Albinus, Table of the Skeleton and Muscles ~(the Human Body, quoted in 
Schiebinger, The Mind Has No Sex?, p. 203. My account of the making of the 
perfect female skeleton is indebted to Schiebinger, pp. 200-211. 

47. Leon Battista Alberti, On Painting, trans. J. R. Spencer (New Haven: Yale Uni­
versity Press, 1966), bk. 3, p. 93. This was already a very old quote when Alberti 
recorded it. 

48. Quoted in Schiebinger, p. 200. 
49. It should be pointed out that while physical anthropologists can generally deter­

mine the sex of a skeleton, it is very difficult to do so from pictures without the 
gross exaggerations used by late eighteenth· and nineteenth-century anatomists. 
Skeletal specimens in the anatomy lab do not make sexual difference readily ap­
parent, as any student will attest. For illustrations of these various skeletons, see 
Schiebinger, pp. 204-205. 

50. See, for example, the table showing the embryological origins ofthe male and 
female reproductive system in Rudolph Wagner, Handwiirterbuch der Physio/Qgie 
(Braunschweig, 1853), 3.763, which is essentially identical to that in any mod­
ern developmental anatomy text. 

51. See Desmond Heath, "An Investigation into the Origins of a Copious Vaginal 
Discharge during Intercourse: 'Enough to Wet the Bed-That Is Not Urine'," 
journal ofSex &search, 20 (May 1984), 194-215. 

52. William Cowper, TheAnatmny ~(Humane Bodies (London, 1737), introduction, 
no pagination. Note that Cowper still thought it necessary to specify masculine 
sperm; the word did not mean what it does today but refers rather to the whole 
of the male ejaculate, to what we would call semen. 

53. Hartsoeker, Essai tk dWptrique (Paris, 1694), chap. 10, sec. 89, quoted in Jacob, 
Logic of Lift, p. 59. 

54. The word reproduction came to be finally distinguished from the older term gen­
eration only during the course of the nineteenth century, when the production 
of new parts of individuals (regeneration) was understood as fundamentally dif­
ferent from the making of new individuals. 

55. I rely heavily here on Frederick B. Churchill, "Sex and the Single Organism: 
Biological Theories of Sexuality in Mid-Nineteenth Century," in William Cole­
man and Camille Limoges, eds., Studies in the HiJtory of Biology (Baltimore: Johns 
Hopkins University Press, 1979), pp. 139-177, and on the excellent summary 
of eighteenth-century embryological theories in Shirley A. Roe, Matter, Lift, and 
Generation: 18th-Century Embryomgy and the Haller-Woolf Debate (Cambridge: 
University Press, 1981 ), pp. 1-22. 

56. Rudolph Jakob Camerarius, De sexu p!tmtarum epi.stol4 (Tubingen, 1694 ), p. 20, 
cited in Delapotte, Nature's Second Kingdom, p. 94. 
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57. Carolus Linnaeus, Specier plantarum (1753), vol. 1, with an introduction by 
W. T. Stearn (facsimile of first edition, printed fa- the Ray Society, London, 
1957), pp. 32-33. 

58. Even then, of course, their meanings were not fixed as further studies of the 
nucleus made their comparative size less significant. Continued research into fer­
tilization continues to change views of what aspects of egg and sperm matter. 

59. Roe, Matter, Lift, pp. 44, 70-73, 77-79, and n. 24, p. 178. 
60. See Churchill, "Sex and the Single Organism," pp. 142ff; Gasking, bweJtigations 

into Generation, pp. 63-65 and chap. 5 generally. 
61. Roe in Matter, Lifo makes it clear that, however much one side or the other 

wanted to base some claim about gender on the nature of spenn and egg, the 
scientists who argued futilely about ovism and animalculism debated on different 
and more technical grollllds. HaUer's move from spermaticist to epigenesist, 
holding that the embryo was preformed in the egg, had to do with the 
importance granted to certain observations and to the politics of science, not 
of gender. 

62. On sperm, see F. J. Cole, Early Theories of Generation (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 
1930), chaps. 1 and 2. On Spallanzani, see Gasking, Generati®, pp. 132-136. 

63. Buffon, Natural Hirtqry, 3.228-229. The arguments made against Buffon by 
Haller were simjlar to those made by Aristotle against the pangenesists. See Roe, 
pp. 28-29. 

64. Pierre de Mauperruis, The Earthly Venus (mig. in French, 1745 and 1756), p. 6. 
See also chap. 2 in which he discusses the vexed question of whether the male 
semen actually touches the egg. He, like many before and after, denied that such 
contact was necessary for fertilization. He writes that "nine months after a 
woman has surrendered to the pleasure which perpetuates mankind, she brings 
into the world a smaU creature" (p. 4 ). He marvels, in a culrurally fr·aught pas­
sage: "how will this blissful area [the womb] become a dark prison fa- a fonnless 
and senseless embryo. How can it be that the cause of such pleasure, the origin 
of so perfect a being, is nothing more than flesh and blood" (p. 6). Preforma­
tionist theories arose precisely because there seemed no other plausible accollllt 
of how matter organized itseJf into new fonns. 

65. Achille Chereau, Memoires pour servir a l'etude tks maladies tks waires (Paris, 
1844), p. 91. StiU the best article on nineteenth-century views of the ovary is 
Carol Smith-Rosenberg and Charles Rosenberg, "The Female Animal: Medical 
and Biological Views of Women in Nineteenth-Century America" Journal ~f 
American History, 60 (September 1973). See also Carol Smith-Rosenberg, "Pu­
berty to Menopause: The Cycle of Femininity in Nineteenth-Century America," 
reprinted in her book Disorderly Clmliua (New York: Oxford University Press, 
1985), pp. 182-196. 

66. Hysteria in women is entirely of ovarian and not of uterine origin, says the au­
thoritative late nineteenth-century Dictionnaire encycloptdique tks sciences medi­
caLes, under "sexe." 

67. One must not be too quick to condemn all gynecological surgery. As the distin· 
guished American physician and researcher Mary Pumam Jacobi wrote Elizabeth 
Blackwell, the first woman to take a medical degree in Great Britain, "when you 
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shudder at 'mutilations' it seems to me you can never have handled a degenerated 
ovary or a suppurating Fallopian tube,-or you would admit that the mutilation 
had been effected by disease ... or neglect ... before the surgeon intervened.'' 
Letter dated December 25, 1888, Library of Congress, Blackwell MS Box 59. I 
am gratefill to Regina Marantz Sanchez fer providing this material. 

68. See Brown, Body and Society, pp. 67-68, and Rousselle, Porneia, pp. 121-128. 
69. History of Animals, 9.50.632a22. 
70. Percival Pott, The Chirzt-rgical Wmkr (London, 1808, new ed.), case 24, "An 

Ovarian Hernia," pp. 210-211. A modem gynecologist interprets this as a rare 
instance of bilateral prolapse of the ovaries into the inguinal sacks. Their removal 
would lead to the masculination Pott describes. I am grateful to Roger Hoag, 
M.D., for his diagnosis. 

71. Theodorvon Bischoff, Beweis der von der begattUt¥J unabhangigen periodischen rei­
fong und helosung der eier der siiugethiere unter des Menschen a/s der enten Bedin­
gung ihrer fortpjlanzung (Giessen, 1844), pp. 41-42, citing G. Roberts, Frag­
ments d'un voyage dans ler provinces int&rieurer de Plnde en 1841. Edward John Tilt, 
the well-known English gynecologist who was one of the main proponents of 
the view that the ovaries controlled women's sexual urges and were in tum af­
fected by them-"excessive use ct sexual intercourse is not infrequently a cause 
of sub-acute ovaritis"-also cites Roberts as evidence fer the fact that the ovaries 
produce "the characteristic luxuriance" of the female fonn. He claims~ in one of 
the most bizarre of all nineteenth-century orientalist fantasies, that the operation 
was carried out "to serve the lascivious propensities of Eastern despots." On Dis­
eases ofMen.srnmtilm and Ovarian Inflammation (London, 1850), p. 53. Roberts' 
description seems consistent with what would ensue from prepubertal removal 
of the ovaries but also with a pituitary disorder. 

72. L. Hermann, Handbuch der Physiologie (Leipzig, 1881), vol 6, pt. 2: section by 
V. Hensen, "Physiologie der Zeugung,~•• pp. 69ff. Menstruation after removal of 
the ovaries appeared because, not knowing what the ovary did, physicians were 
not careful to remove all ovarian tissue and left some rema'ming on the pedicle 
or mesovarium to which the ovary is attached. 

73. A. Charpentier, Cyclopedia ofObstetrics and Gynecology, trans. Egbert H. Grandin 
(New York, 1887; orig. in French, 1882), pp. 95-96. 

74. Cited in George Comer, "The Early History of Estrogenic Hormones," Journal 
ofEndocrinology, 31 (1964-65), iv. His comments are in the context of writings 
about ovarian pathology. 

75. Hegar uses the term "castration" advisedly. Some people, he writes, want to use 
ovariotomy to refer to the excision of diseased ovaries, whereas castration is re­
served for the removal of healthy ones. No, says Hegar. The ovaries he removes 
may appear from clinical examination to be healthy, but one cannot deny that 
his patients suffer. To claim that the ovaries he removes are healthy is like saying 
that the sclerotic arteries of a man about to die of a stroke are healthy just because 
his physician could not diagnose them as diseased. Hegar is determined, in short, 
to see the ovaries as guilty until proven innocent. "Zur Be griff sbildung der Kas­
ttation," special reprint from the Centralblatt for Gyniikologie (1887), pp. 44, 6-
7 (available in Hegar's collected papers at the Crerar Library, Chicago). Re-
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sponding to criticism, he also denies that he routinely prescribes castration for 
hysteria, which he acknowledges has a broad range of causes; only in the rarest 
case can it be shown to originate in the gonads. But there are other diseases of a 
neurotic nature that do stem from the genital organs. These have a physical qual· 
ity ("das leiden"), which sometimes goes away during pregnancy and menstrua· 
tion. Hegar is clearly uncomfortable under attack and tries to display himself as 
a responsible physician. See "Fiir Castration bei Hysteric," Berlin Klini.rchen 
Wochenrchrift, 26 (1880). 

76. Alfred Hegar, Die Castration der Frauen wn physiologirchen und chirugischen Sta~ 
punkte aus (Leipzig, 1878), pp. 41ff. 

77. MS journal of Mabel Loomis Todd, Yale University Library, May 15, 1879. I 
am grateful to Peter Gay for providing this material. 

78. I do not mean to suggest that these questions are easy to answer. Competent 
scientists come to very different conclusions from the same, by now rather large, 
body of data from hwnans and primates. See Donald Symons, The EPOlution of 
Human Sex1mlity (New York: Oxford University Press,1979), and the review by 
Sarah Blaffer Hrdy in Quarterly Review of Biology, 54 (September 1979), 309-
313. 

79. I shall return to the history of the vexed question of what causes ovulation in the 
next chapter. As it happens, rabbits and a few other relatively exotic creatures­
ferrets, minks, shon·tailed shrews-are coitally induced ovulators. Hwnans and 
most other mammals ovulate "cyclically" or "spontaneously." The distinction was 
not clear until the twentieth century. Regnier de Graaf, De mulierum organi.r 
generatiani inservimtihus, trans. George W. Comer in .&says in Biowgy in HMWr of 
Herbert E11ans (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1943), pp. 55-92. Re· 
garding coitally induced versus spontaneous ovulation, see A. V. Nalbandov, Re­
productive Phyridogy of Mammals and Birds (New York: Freeman, 3rd ed 1976), 
pp. 132-133, and R. M. F. S. Sadleir, The Rqnvduction ofVertebrates (New York: 
Academic Press, 1973 ), pp. 127-129. Current thinking tends to blur the rigid 
distinction between coitally induced and spontaneous ovulators and regards an· 
imals on a continuwn. For an application of this approach to humans, see J. H. 
Clark and M. X. Zarrow, "Influence of Copulation on Time of Ovulation 
in Women," American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology, 109 (April 1971), 
183-185. 

80. William Smellie, A Treatise on the Theory and Practice of Midwiftty (London, 
1779), 1.90. 

81. Albrecht von Haller, Physiolog_y: Being a Course ofLeaures, vol. 2 (London, 1754), 
pp. 300-303. Haller was an ovist when he wrote this, but there are almost iden· 
tical accounts by spermaticists. Thus Henry Bracken writes, "In the aa of gen· 
eration, the pleasure is so exquisite, as to alter the Course of the Blood and 
Animal Spirits, which at this time move a1 those parts which before lay still." 
Midwife's Companion (London, 1737). The prominent William Smellie gave es­
sentially the same account ('Ireatire, 1.92). 

82. This autopsy is reported in Pierre Dionis, The Anatomy of Humane Bodies (Lon­
don, 1716, 2nd ed.), p. 237. 

83. W C. Cruickshank: "Experiments in which, on the third day after impregnation, 
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the ova of rabbits were found in the Fallopian tubes." Philosophi&RJ Tran.saai®s, 
87 ( 1797). As von Baer recognized, Cruickshank came very close to identifying 
the mammalian ova. 

84. This is in some ways curious, since von Baer makes much of the development of 
the Graafian follicle, which he calls the egg, and of the actual egg, the little egg 
or "eichin" within it, as part of the narural history of the ovary. 110n me Genesis 
of the Ovwn of Mammals and of Man," trans. C. D. O'Malley, Iris, 47 (1956), 
117-153, esp. 119. 

85. John Pulley, Essay on the Proximate Causer of Animal Imprrgnation (Bedford, 
1801), pp. 9-10. This claim is made in the context of an argument with Haigh­
ton (see below). 

86. J. G. Smith, ThePrinciplesofForenricMedicine (London, 1827,3rded.), p. 483. 
87. J. F. Blumenbach, The Elements of Physiology, trans. from the 4th Latin ed. by John 

Elliotson, M.D. (London, 1828), n. "i" by translator, p. 468. 
88. Henry John Todd, ed., CycJqpedia of Anatomy and Physiology (London, 1836-

1839), "Generation," p. 450. 
89. For less ambivalent statements of this position, see David Davis, Principles and 

Practice of Obstetric Medicine (London, 1836), 2.830-831, who argues strongly 
that a corpus lutewn is evidence of impregnation. Haighton in the Philosophical 
Transactions ( 1797), p. 164, says that it furnishes "incontestable proof" of prior 
pregnancy. An instance of the practical significance of this issue is related in G. F. 
Girdwood, "Mr. Girdwood's Theory of Menstruation,~ Lama (1842-43), p. 
829, where a dead woman who had long been married but childless was sus­
pected of marital infidelity. Her large corpus lutewn was taken as proof by some 
of impregnation, but Girdwood denied the inference and posthumously saved 
the woman's honor. 

90. The analogy here and above is with the beasts: the corpus luteum has "also been 
found in the female quadruped after a state of periodical lasciviousness, where 
no copulation had taken place." Smith, Principles, p. 482. 

91. Physicians recognized the existence of a large corpus luteum in the ovaries of 
women who died during early pregnancy, but were at a loss to explain either 
their fimction or their relation to the many "miniature corpora lutea'" they also 
found there. See, for example, Robert Knox, "Contributions to the History of 
the Corpus Lutewn, Human and Comparative," Lancet (May 9, 1840), pp. 
226-229. Robert Lee, a major teacher of gynecology and obstetrics, was still 
trying to sort this out in 1853. See his Clinical Reports lm Ovarian and Uterine 
Direares (London, 1853), pp. 16-20. 

92. Blumenbach, Elements, pp. 483, 485. 
93. Johannes Miiller, Handbuch tkr Physiologic des Menschen, vol. 2 (Coblenz, 1840), 

pp. 644-645. The 1848 supplement to the 1843 English translation of this 
work berates Miiller for having dealt with the production of the ovum inade­
quately and cites a great deal of literature in this very active field. See William 
Baly, RecentAdTJance.r in the Physiology of Motilm, the SenresJ Generation (London, 
1848), pp. 43-61. 

94. John Bostock,AnElementary System ofPhy!Wiogy (Boston, 1828), p. 25. 
95. Davis, Principles, p. 831. Todd, in Cyclopedia of Anatomy under "Generation," had 
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already argued that the ovaries "become unusally vascular during sexual union." 
It is not clear what he means by "venereal orgasm," but probably not a process 
that includes an affective component. "Orgasm" in nineteenth·century medical 
writing usually refers simply to some fonn of turgidity or to a state of great 
pressure. 

96. Ema Lesky, The Vienna Medical School in the 19th Century (Baltimore: Johns 
Hopkins University Press, 1976), pp. 106-116. 

97. Girdwood to Grant, Lancet ( 1842-43), pp. 825, 826; Lancet (1840-41), p. 
295; F.-A. Poucher, Thif»'ie poritive 'tk wulation sptmtanie (Paris, 1847), pp. 
1251f. 

98. Davis, Principles, pp. 57-58. 
99. Todd, Cyclopedia, pp. 439, 447, 443. 

100. Havelock Ellis, Studies in the Psychorogy of Sex, vol. 3 (Philadelphia: F. A. Davis, 
1920, 2nd cd.), pp. 193-194. 

101. Adam Raciborski, De la puberte et tk l'age critique chez la femme (Paris, 1844), 
p. 486; Acton, Funaions~ (4th ed., 1865), p. 112. 

102. Davis, Pr£nciples, p. 830. These speculations are cited by later physicians, and I 
have added the italics to emphasize the assumption, common in the nineteenth 
century, that menstruation is the human equivalent of heat and that women are 
more sexually responsive then. 

103. Cited in Peter Gay, The Bourgeois Experience, p. 161. 
104. R. D. Owen, Moral Physiology (New York, 1828), p. 44. 
105. Joseflgnaz von Dollinger, "Versuch einer Geschichte der Menschlichen Zeu­

gung,'• trans A. W. Meyer, Human Generation (Stanford: Stanford University 
Press, 1956), p. 37. 

106. Giuseppe Pitre, Sicilian Folk Medicine, trans. Phyllis Williams (Lawrence, Kans.: 
Coronado Press, 1971), introduction. 

107. Henry Campbell, Differences in the Nervous Organization of Man and Woman: 
Phy~gicaland Pathological (London, 1891), pp. 200-201. 

108. Carl Degler, "What Ought to Be and What Was," Ame-rican Historical Review, 
79 (December 1974), 1467-90. 

109. Rosalind Rosenberg, Beyond Separate Spheres (New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 1982), p. 181, n. 6. 

110. Matthews Duncan, On Sterility in W<mUn, Gulstonian Lecture delivered at the 
College of Physicians, February 1883 (London, 1884), pp. 96-100. 

111. E. Heinrich Kisch, Die Sterilitat tks Weihes (Vienna and Leipzig, 1886), pp. 5, 
16-17. Kisch was professor of medicine at Prague and during sununers the 
chief physician at Marienbad. 

112. Barton C. Hirst,A Te.1lthook ofObstetria (Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saun­
ders, 1901), p. 67. 

6. Sex Socialized 

1. Encydoptdie (1751), 5.471, "Femme, droit nat." See alsop. 469 for an explicit 
arrack on the Galenic view that the penis was only a prolapsed uterus and more 
generally that woman was only a lesser man. 
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2. Dorinda Outram, The Body and the French Revolutwn (New Haven: Yale Univer~ 
sity Press), p. 156. 

3. Marquis de Condorcet, "On the Admission of Women to the Rights of Citizen­
ship," in Selected Writings, ed Keith Baker (Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill), pp. 98, 
99. 

4. Olympe de Gouges, "Declaration of the Rights of Woman and Citizen" (1791), 
in Susan Groag Bell and Karen Offen, eds., Woman: The Family and Freedam 
(Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1983), p. 105. 

5. Necker de Saussure, L' Education progressive, 2.27 4, quoted in Hellerstein, pp. 
184-185; see also Leonore Davidoff and Catherine Hall, Family Fortunes (Chi~ 
cago: University of Chicago Press, 1987). 

6. Auguste Debay, Hygiene et physiologic du mariage (Paris, 1850 ed.), part 1, "Phi­
losophie du mariage," pp. 88-90, 39-48, 55. See on doctors versus clergy, An· 
gus McLaren, "Doctor in the House: Medicine and Private Morality in France, 
1800-1850,, Feminist Studies, 2.3 (1974-75), 39-54. 

7. William Acton, Funaions . .. (1857). 
8. Susanna Barrows, Dirtorti'"D Minrm (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1981), 

chap. L 
9. Susan Sleeth Mosedale, "Science Corrupted: Victorian Biologists Consider 'The 

Woman Question,"' Journal of the History of Biology, 11 (Spring 1978), 1-55; 
Elizabeth Fee, "Nineteenth-Century Craniology: The Study of the Female Skull, 
Bulletin oftheHistory of Medicine, 53 (Fall 1979), 915-933; Lorna Duffin, "Pris· 
oners of Progress: Women and Evolution," in Sara Delamont and Lorna Duffin, 
eds., The Nineteenth-Century Woman: Her Cultural and Physiud World (New 
York: Barnes and Noble, 1978), pp. 915-933. For two contemporary English 
articulations of these themes, see Grant Allen, "Plain Words on the Woman 
Question," Fortnightly R&Pietv, 46 (October 1889), 274; and W. L. Distant, "On 
the Mental Differences Between the Sexes," Journal of the Ruyal Anthropological 
Institute, 4 (1875), 78-87. 

10. Pateman, The Sexual Contract, p. 4l. 
11. See on this point Jean Bethke Elshtain, Public Man, PriPate Woman: Women 

in Social and Political Thought (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1981), 
chap. 3. 

12. Millicent Fawcett, "The Emancipation of Women," Fortnightly Ret1iew, 50 (No­
vember 1891), a response to Frederic Harrison's article with the same title in the 
previous month's issue, which argued that emancipated women would become 
like men; italics mine. 

13. Joan B. Landes, Women and the Public Sphere (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 
1988), p. 11. More generally see chap. 3 on Rousseau's "Reply to Public 
Women'' and chaps. 1 and 2 on new women's voices and symbolic politics. 

14. For a recent account of the centrality of sexual difference in Rousseau's account 
of the origins of sociability and dependence, see Joel Schwarrz, The Sexual Politics 
ofJean-]acques Rousseau (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1984), pp. 3 and 
1-40 passim. Elshtain in PublicM an, Private Woman also argues for the centraJity 
of sexual difference in the political philosophy of Rousseau. 

15. Jean· Jacques Rousseau, A Discou1're on Inequality, trans. Maurice Cranston (Har· 
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mondswonh: Penguin, 1984), pp. 102-104. Rousseau also argues against 
Locke that in the state of nature there is no reason for any one woman to seek 
anyone man, or vice versa. The bonds of family as weU as passion are the creation 
of civilization (pp. 165-166, n.L). 

16. Pufendorf quoted in Schwanz, Sexual Politics, p. 19. These passages, which do 
not of course deal with the ultimate difference of male and female passion, are 
explicitly concerned with establishing another divide: that between humans and 
beasts. 

17. Rousseau, Discoune, pp. 102-103, 110; Emile, trans. Allan Bloom (New York: 
Basic Books, 1981), book 5, pp. 359 and 362n. 

18. Emili, pp. 357-358, 362-3; italics mine. 
19. Emydopidie, "Jouissance," 5.889. I have used the translation with some modifi­

cations in Stephen J. Gendzier, trans., The Emydopedia (New York: Harper and 
Row, 1967), p. 97. 

20. For a general account of the condition of women as markers of progress in Mil­
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106. 

24. Anna Wheeler and William Thompson, An Appeal ofOne-Halfthe Human Race, 
Wtm~en, Against the PretensUm.s of the Other Half, Men, To Retain Them in Political 
and Thence in Ci'Pil and Dt!lmftic SlaPery (London, 1825), pp. 60-61. 
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almost always used by a male writer or speaker to refer to the female or to his 
own sex in relation to the other. The sense of opposition rather than superiority/ 
inferiority is part of the linguistic making of incommensurability. I do not know 
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85. Mitzi Myers, "Reform or Ruin: A Revolution in Female Manners," Studies 
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the narrative generalization of Darwin's views. Like Diderot and Rousseau, Ellis 
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58. Bischoff, Bewei.r, pp. 40, 40-48. 
59. GA 738b5tt: 727a21tf; see also Chapter 2 above. 
60. Pliny, Natural History, 7 .13.15.63; Loeb ed., 2.547. 
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vital actionn of the organ being considered. See Littre, Diaionnaire, "Orgasme.n 
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so abnonnal and even pathological" See below for others who believed that 
menstruation was a sign of civilization. 

83. Jacobi, Question, pp. 1-25, 81, and 223-232. Section 3, pp. 64-115, is devoted 
to laying out and criticizing the so-calJed ovarian theory of menstruation. 

84. Ibid., pp. 98-100. Jacobi was generally an opponent of what she took to be 
sentimental or romantic views of women's role in the world. 
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90. ElJis, The Phenmnena afSe:;eual Periodicity, in Studies, 1.85-160, surrunarizes the 
vast nineteenth-century literature. He was so committed to the menses-estrus 
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women-in one case based on a diary of erotic dreams, in another on a diary of 
masturbatory episodes-he interpreted a second and to him surprising peaking 
of desire evident at the middle point of the cycle. This was the result of mittel­
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nebenmenstruation, a secondary menstruation, a "minor or abortive menstrua­
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into two. Modem studies find no consistent cycle of desire in relation to ovula­
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American Naturalirt, 114 (December 1979), 835-858. For an argument on the 
other side, correlating the social and endocrine elements in primate sexual behav­
ior, seeM. J. Baum, "Hormonal Modulation of Sexuality in Female Primates," 
BioScience, 33.9 (1983), 578-582. Sarah Blaffer Hrdy argues that hidden ovu­
lation in primates, and by extension in humans, is a way of making a number of 
males feel that they might have been the father of a child and hence obliged to 
care for it; the certainty of paternity is dearly not necessary to bind father to 
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child. For a popular summary of this argument, see "Heat Loss," Science, 83 
(October 1983), 73-78, and a more technical account in Barbara B. Smuts et 
al., eds., Primate Societies (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1986), "Pat4 

teming of Sexual Activity, pp. 370-384. 
92. This view is widespread, but I quote here Peter Wagner's description of the 

new literature on masturbation in Eros Revived: E1·otictl of the Enlightenment in 
Enghmd andAmma (London: Seeler and Warburg, 1988), p. 16. 

93. M.A. Petit, Medium of the Heart, cited in M. Larmont, Mediall Advisor and 
Mamage Guide (New York, 1861), p. 325. Petit was supposedly a physician in 
Lyon. 

94. Joseph W. Howe, M.D., Excessive Venery, Marturbatron, and Continence (New 
York, 1896), p. 67. 

95. Foucault, History of Sexuality, vol. 1. Onania appears in newspaper advertise­
ments during the first decade of the eighteenth century and went through 
countless editions over the next two centuries. Tissot's work was written in 
1760 and translated into English in 1766. The Silent came out in Birmingham 
around 1840. 

96. I disagree in my account with Schwartz, Sexual Politics, who distinguishes these 
episodes, pp. l05-l06; Rousseau, Cun.fossions, Modern Library ed., p. lll; 
Rousseau, Emile, pp. 4, 334-335. Rousseau's account is an early version of the 
modem adage, "Masturbation is sex with someone you love." 

97. Henry Thomas Kitchener, Letterr onMarriRge . .. and on the ReciprocldRelatiom 
between the Sexes (London, 1812), 1.22. He cites Rousseau'sEmi/e at this point. 
The title of course speaks to the alternative, social sexuality. 

98. Goss and Co., Hygeiana (n.d., ca. 1840), pp. 59-60. The horror stories regard· 
ing females are worse than those involving males in this book: spasm, hysteria, 
rickets, painfully enlarged clitoris, vaginal discharge, and much more. Using the 
cordial produced by this company renders such poor creatures once again fit 
mothers with regular menses. 

99. Owen, Moral PhysiokJgy, pp. 34-35. 
100. Samuel Sullivan, A Guide to Health_, or Advice to Both Sexes in Nervous and Con­

sumptive Complaints, Scunry, Leprosy, Scrt?_fUla: also on Certain Disease and Sexual 
Debility (London, 66th ed., n.d. but sold in New York in 1847), p. 207. I give 
the full title to show the company that masturbatory debility keeps. 

101. Richard Carlile, Every Woman's Book or What Is Love containing Mort Important 
I~ for the Prudent Regtdation of the Principle of Love and theN umber of a 
Family (London, 1828), esp. pp. 18, 22, 26-27, 37-38. I consulted a 1892 
reprint of the 1828 edition published by the Malthusian League; the tract was 
originally published in Carlile's ultraradical Red Republican. 

102. The connection between the unleashing of desire and its valuation in classic 
economic thought, as brilliantly discussed by Albert Hirschman in The Passions 
and the Interests (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1977), has never been 
studied in relation to the new cliff erentiation of desire in which men produce 
and desire sex while women reproduce and desire goods. They, after all, are the 
new conswners. Isabel Hull is exploring these issues in her studies of sexuality 
and the making of civil society in eighteenth-century Germany. 
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103. Mothers are cautioned to warn their daughters that the solitary vice will make 
them Wlfit to fulfill their normal functions and leave them with something they 
will not be able to share with their virtuous husband without shame. Eliza 
Duffy, What Women Should Know (London, 1873). Old views of producing if 
not monsters then certainly deformities through social practices were alive and 
well in the eighteenth century. See the opening of Sterne's Tristram Shandy and, 
for a general account, Paul-Gabriel Bouce, "Imagination, Pregnant Women, 
and Monsters in Eighteenth Century England and France,'' in G. S. Rousseau 
and Roy Porter, eds., Sexual Underwurlds of the Enlightenment (Chapel Hil1: 
University ofNorth Carolina Press, 1988), pp. 86-100. 

104. Tilt, Diseases of Menrtrua~ron, p. 54; Ryan, Philosophy of Marriage, p. 168. Ryan, 
like most other nineteenth-century authorities, continued to believe in so-caUed 
moral causes of sterility and held that "reserve and frigidity during the approach 
of the sexes" can lead to barrenness within marriage (p. 157). See also, for 
example, Frederick Hollick, The Marriage Guide or NaturaiHiJto1-y ofGeneration 
(London, 1850), p. 72; Campbell, Differences, pp. 211-212; Ryan, Jurispru­
tknce, p. 225; Napheys, PhysicaJ Lift, pp. 77-78. 

lOS. See Fleetwood Churchill's classic Outlines ~f the Principal Diseaser of Females 
(Dublin, 1838), in which he greatly admires Parent-Duchatlct's work but 
nevertheless maintains what he preswnes to be the "general opinion": "scarcely 
any organ [as the clitoris] is so liable to enlargement from frequent excitation, 
and thus in tum prompts to repetition of the excitement." Perhaps in his view 
prostitutes do not engage in clitoral stimulation. On prostitution and exchange, 
the classic text is George Simmel, "Prostitution," in Donald Levine, ed., On 
Individuality and Social Forms (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1971). 

106. Lucretius, The Nature ofthe Universe) trans. Ronald Latham (Harmondsworth: 
Penquin, 1951), p. 170. No one, as far as I can tell, cited any evidence for this 
claim between its articulation in the twelfth century and its going out off avor 
in the late nineteenth. 

107. Regarding excessive moisture as a cause ofbarrenness, see, for example, R. B. 
[R. Butdeworth?], The Doctresse: A Plain and Earie Method of Curing Those Dis­
eases Which Are Peculier to Women (London, 1656), p. 50. A variant on the heat 
argument is that ordinary women experience two orgasms, one from the alter­
ation in her cold state caused by the inflow of hot sperm from the male and 
another from her own emission. Harlots, whose wombs are already hot from 
excessive intercourse, lack the first. On this claim see Helen R. Lemay, ''William 
of Saliceto on Human Sexuality,'' Viator, 12 (1981), 172. She attributes it to 
William of Conches or some twelfth-century interpolator. Wil1iam of Conches 
is cited in Jacquart and Thomasset, Sexuality, p. 88. Lorenz Fries (Phryssen), 
Spiegel tkr Artznt:1 ( 1518, 1546 ), p. 130, says: "Die unfi11chbarkeyt wirt auch 
dardurch geursacht, so die fraw kein lust zu dem mann hat, wie dann die ge­
meynen fi·awlin, welche alleyn umb der narung willen also arbeyten." My col­
league Elaine Tennent of the German Department at Berkeley suggests that, 
though the use of''Frawlin" ("Fraulein" in modern German) instead of"Fraw" 
as in the previous clause:, supports reading "gemeynen Frawlin" as prostitutes, 
it would also support the reading I give in the parentheses in my text Even if 
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one were to accept this later reading, Fries's argument still supports my claim 
that the relationship to production and exchange is marked on the body's ca~ 
pacity to procreate. On heat and religious fervor, see William Bouwsma, John 
Calvin (New York: Oxford University Press, 1988). 

108. R. Howard Bloch, Etymologief and GeneRicgieJ: A Literary Anthropohgy of the 
MitldleA!Jes (Chicago: Univcrsiry of Chicago Press, 1983), pp. 173-174. This 
naturalistic expression of cultural anxiety, in the case of prostitutes and perhaps 
also of usury, strikes me as an aspect of the new relationship between the sacred 
and the profane which Peter Brown discusses in his "Society and the Supernat~ 
ural: A Medieval Change," Society and the Holy in Late Antiquity (Berkeley: Uni­
versity of California Press, 1982), pp. 302-322. Indeed, the production of 
authoritative texts like William of Conches might be construed as evidence fer 
Brown's shift from "consensus to authority." Catherine Gallagher, "'George 
Eliot and Daniel Derond4.: The Prostitute and the Jewish Question,, in Sex, 
Politics, and Science in the Nineteenth-Century Nwel, ed. Ruth Yeazcll (Baltimore: 
Johns Hopkins University Press, 1986), pp. 40-41. 

109. For a review of this literature up to 1968, see journal oftheAmerican Psychoan­
alytic Association, 16 {July 1968), 405-612, which is made up of a series of 
articles discussing Mary Jane Sherfey's "The Evolution and Nature of Female 
Sexualiry in Relation to Psychoanalytic Theory" in vol 14 of the journal. Sher­
fey's article subsequently came out as a book, The Nature andEvolution ofFemale 
Sexuality (New York: Vintage, 1973). The view that "equates the occurrence of 
intercourse with the occurrence of female orgasm," with an adaptationist ac­
count of its evolution, is brilliantly criticized in a forthcoming book by Eliza­
beth A. Lloyd of the Department of Philosophy at Berkeley. Her views arc 
summarized in Stephen J. Gould, "Freudian Slip," NaturalHistory, 96 (January 
1987), 14-21. 

110. Robert Scholes, ''Uncod.ing Mama: The Female Body as Text," in Semiotics and 
lnterpreta:Ums (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1982), pp. 130-131 and 
pass1m. 

lll. Sigmund Freud, Three &aJ! on the Theory of Sexuality (1905), trans. James 
Strachey (New York: Avon, 1962), p. 123. 

112. Ibid., p. 124. 
113. Richard von Krafft-Ebing, Psychopathia Sexualis, trans. of 7th enlarged German 

ed by Charles Gilbert Chaddock (Philadelphia: F. A. Davis, 1908), p. 3 L 
114. Rrferena Handbook of the Medical ScienctJ (New York, 1900-1908), 7.171. 

Hyrtl taught anatomy in the University of Vienna while Freud was studying 
there. The Grimms define Kitzler as clitoris or female rod, "weibliche Rute,'' 
and trace the associations back through a number of earlier forms. Kitzlerin is 
defined as "titillans femina'' but the usage given is: "The Emperor Maximillian 
called one of his blunderbusses the Kitzlerin. ,, 

115. Ibid., 7.172. These "endings, take their name from Wilhelm J.F. Krause 
(1833-1910) and are found not only in the penis and the clitoris but also in 
the conj\Ulctiva of the eye and in the mucous membranes of the lips and tongue. 

116. E. H. Kisch, The Sexual Life of Women (English trans., London, 1910), p. 180. 

NOTES TO PAGES 232-237 · 300 



Kisch's Sterilitiit des Weibes ( 1886) is a major sununary of the literature on fe~ 
male sexuality and reproductive biology. 

117. Dictionnaire encyclopedique des sciences midicaJes, 18.13 8; 99.230-288. The va· 
gina, this article reports, is longer in Negro women than in whites, correspond­
ing preswnably to the supposedly larger penis of the Negro male. 

118. Georg Ludwig Kobelt (1804-1857) was a physician and the eponymous dis­
coverer of Kobelt's network-the junction of the veins of the vestibular bulbs 
below the clitoris-and several other structures of the genito-urinary system. 
His Die Miinnlichen und Weiblichen Wollu.rts.Qrgane des Menschen und VQrchie­
tkne Saugetiere (Freiburg, 1844) is the basis for the English text I have generally 
followed, with slight emendations: Thomas Power Lowry, ed., The Classic Clit­
oris (Chicago: Nelson Hall, 1978). 

119. Modem evolutionary biologists would probably not attribute specific purposes 
to the clitoris but would regard its sensitivities as the female version of the 
adaptive characteristics of the penis, just as the characteristics of the male nip­
ples are the result of adaptations in the female of the species. 

120. CUmic Clitoris, pp. 38, 43. 
121. Dictionnaire des sciences midicales (Paris, 1813), 5.373-375; fer "clitorisme" see 

pp. 376-379. 
122. Ibid. (Paris, 1821), 56.446-449. "Vagin" began to refer to the organ to which 

it refers today in the late seventeenth century. As late as 1821, a reference work 
still found it necessary to note that serious mistakes arose from lexical impreci­
siOn. 

123. Mauriceau, Description anatomique des parties de la femme, qui servent a lagener­
ation (Paris, 1662, 1708), pp. 8, 13-14. Mauriceau points out that the clitoris 
does not emit semen because it has no urethra. 

124. Duval, Traiti des hermaphrodites, p. 68. 
125. Freud, "Infantile Sexuality/' in Three Essays, p. 93. 
126. I am indebted in my accowtt of the "aporia of anatomy" in Freud's essay on 

feminity to Sarah Kofinan, The Enigma of Woman (Ithaca: Cornell University 
Press, 1985), csp. pp. 109-114. 

127. Rubin, "The Traffic in Women,n pp. 179-180, 187. 
128. Civilization and Its Dircontents, trans. James Strachey (New York: Norton, 

1962). 
129. Rosalind Coward, Patriarchal Precedentr: Sauality and Socuu Relations (Lon­

don: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1983), p. 286. 
130. Freud to Abraham, November 11, 1917, cited in Peter Gay, Freud: A Lifo for 

Our Times (New York: Norton, 1988), p. 368. 
131. Bonaparte, Female Sexuality, p. 203. 

NOTES TO PAGES 238-242 301 





Credits 

Figs. 10-12. Courtesy of the Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley. 

Figs. 29, 59. By permission ofCIBA Publications. 

Figs. 38, 39. By permission of the Frick Collection, New York. 

Fig. 55. From R. M H McMinn and R. T. Hutchings, Color Atlas of Human Anat­
omy (1975), by permission of Year Book Medical Publishers, Inc. 

Fig. 57. From Ernest Gardner, M.D.,Anatomy: A Regional Study '!,(Human S~ure, 
by permission of W B. Sawtders Company. 

Figs. 41, 58. From James E. Anderson, M.D., Grant'sAtlas of Anatomy, by permission 
of the Williams and Wilkins Company. 

Fig. 61. Courtesy ofthe Sterling Library, Yale University. 





Index 

Riferences to illustrations and captimts are printed in italics. 

Abel, Elizabeth, 249n50, 250n51 
Abortion, drugs f<r, 103 
Abraham, Karl, 241 
Acton, William, 190, 195 
Adelmann, Howard B., 27 4n90 
Adler, L., 220 
Adler, Otto, 190 
Aeschylus, 57 
Aetios of Amida, 49 
Alberti, Leon Battista, 168 
Albertus Magnus, 45 
Albinus, Bema.rd, 167, 168 
Alcoff, Linda, 248n30 
Alpers, Paul, 270n57 
Alpers, Svetlana, 268n43 
Amazons, sexuality of, 225-226 
Amenorrhea: resolution of, 36; cures for, 

100, 107; among Indians, 105, 106; and 
honnonal changes, 106; and hysteria, 107; 
and obesity, 254n29 

Anal births, 19 
Anal sex, 44, 53 
Anatomy: as proof of one-sex model, 70-98; 

as proofofrwo-sex mode~ 157-161, 168-
169; and aesthetics, 163-169, 267n38 

Androgen-dihydrostestosterone deficiency, 7 
Androgyny: in animals, 18-19; in politics, 

122-123 
Animalculism, 171, 172, 173-174 

Animals: ovulation in, 8, 9, 198, 210-212; 
sexual difference in, 17-18; genital organs 
of, 18; testes in, 32; genitals organs as, 
109-110; experimental, 161, 174, 180 

Anthropology, 68, 105, 225-226 
Aquinas, Thomas, 256n4 7 
Araeteus the Cappadocian, 3 7 
Aretina, Pietro, 133 
A.ri~s, Philippe, 245n3 
Aristophanes, 52 
Aristotle: on one sex, 28-32, 41, 52, 108, 

156, 254n25; on fatherhood, 31; on gen­
erative organs, 32-33; on lactation in men, 
36, 106; on menstrual fluid, 37-38, 41, 
42, 107, 214; on male ejaculation, 41-42; 
on orgasm, 44, 47-48, 67; on conception, 
50,54-55,58,99-100,231,245-246n6, 
255n36; on sex of slaves, 54; in Renais­
sance, 99-100, 126, 141, 144, 145, 
256n46; on status of women, 149, 151; 
continued influence of, 150, 271n71; and 
castration, 178, 180; and prostitution, 
232; and female ejaculation, 253n23, 
255n36 

Aristotle's Masterpiece, 150, 245n6, 246n 11, 
263n5 

Artificial insemination, 161, 284n31 
Augustine, 59-61 
Autopsy, 188, 212, 266n35 



Averroes, 67 
Avicenna, 40-41, 45, 50, 101 

Bachofen, Johann Jakob, 225 
Baer, C. E. von, 184 
Bakhtin, Mikhail, 121, 122 
Barbin, Herculine, 278-279n41 
Barclay, John, 168 
Barkan, Leonard, 257 n54 
Barrenness: and sexual pleasure, 49-52,67, 

190-191; cures for, 100-103, 116, 122, 
27ln73, 281n3; ofprostitutes, 107,230-
132. See also Infertility 

B~o~,sus~a,196 

Bartholin, Kaspar, 65, 91, 92-93, 93, 158, 
158, 263n10 

Bartisch, Georg, 88 
Battey, Robert, 176, 179, 180 
Bauhin, Gaspard, 97, 127, 269n48 
Baust, Michael, 273n85 
Bayfield, Robert, 117-118 
Beer, Gilian, 293n36 
Bdly, as uterus, 27, 94, 251nn3, 4 
Bellybuccon, bleeding from, 105 
Ben:z.o, Antonio, 106 
Berengario da Carpi, Jacopo, 74-75,78, 79-

82, 79, 80, 97 
Birke, Linda, 250n59 
Birthmarks, 104 
Bischoff, Theodor von, 178, 179, 207, 211, 

213, 214, 222, 223 
Blackwell, E.lizabeth, 205-206, 286-287n67 
Bleeding: hemorrhoidal, 16, 37, 107; nasal, 

36, 37, 107; abnonnal, 105; by men, 107. 
See also Blood; Menstruation 

Bleier, Ruth, 13, 250n59 
Bloch, R. Howard, 232 
Blood: menstrual, 35, 37, 42, 68, 222, 252· 

253n18; and food, 35-36, 38, 41, 42-43, 
252-253nl8; and milk, 36, 68, 104, 105, 
106; vomiting of, 37, 105, 254n31; con­
coction of, 38; and male seed, 38, 39, 47, 
56, 103; and female seed, 38, 39, 41; and 
conception, 121, 143, 145, 146; circula­
tion of, 142, 143. See also Bleeding; Men· 
struation 

Blwnenbach, Johann Friedrich, 168, 186, 
214,219 

Body. See Anatomy 
Boerhaave, Hermann, 107 
Bonaparte, Marie, 242 

INDEX 

Bonnet, Charles, 173, 186 
Book of the Courtier (Castiglione), sex changes 

in, 125-126, 128 
Borie, Jean, 215 
Bostock, John, 187 
Bouchet, Guillawne, 63 
Bourgeois, Louise, 68, 108 
Bouwsma, William, 300nl07 
Boylan, Mkhael, 255n36, 256n44, 257n48, 

261n95 
Bracken, Henry, 288n81 
Breasts: and uterus, 104, 105; bleeding from, 

105; Renaissance enjoyment of, 130. See 
also Lactation 

Brown, Peter, 59, 61, 257n50, 262nl05, 
300nl08 

Browne, Sir Thomas, 128 
Bruhier, Jacques-Jean, 2, 3 
Brunst, 218-219 
Bryk, Felix, 242 
Buckley, Thomas, 265n25, 274n91 
Buffon, George Louis Leclerc de, 154, 175 
Bull, Emma, 188 
Burn, Richard, 161, 162 
Burton, Robert, 107 
Bylebyl, Jerome, 266n32, 271n71 
Bynwn, Caroline, 7 

Cabinis, P. J. G., 196 
Caelius Aurelius, 253n21 
Calvin, John, 231 
Calvino, ltalo, 245n3 
Canto, Monique, 260n86 
Capellman, Carl, 213 
Cardanus, Hieronymous, 106 
Carlile, Richard, 229 
Cassario, G., 73, 73 
Castiglione, Baldassare, 125-126 
Castration, 31, 128, 176-177, 178. Seealso 

Ovaries, removal of 
Catc:menia, 41-42. See also Blood, menstrual 
Cellini, Benvenuto, 130 
Cell theory, and conception, 57, 143, 171-

175 
Cclsus, 25ln3, 253n21, 270n59 
Cervix, 90, 92, 96, 97, 239 
Charcot, Jean-Martin, 207 
Charles I, 14 5 
Chaucer, Geoffrey, 94, 272n79 
Chereau, Achille, 175 
Christianity, and sexuality, 59-61 

306 



Churchill, Fleetwood, 299n105 
Churchill, Frederick B., 285n55, 286n60 
Cinaedus, 53 
Circumcision, 27ln75 
Clark, Anna, 284n38 
Clark, Lorenne M. G., 283n22 
Clement of Alexandria, 258n63 
Clitoris: as uvula, 37; as penis, 64, 65, 92-

93,93, 98, 137-138, 140-141, 188,234, 
301nll9; discovery of, 64-65, 66, 98, 
112-113, 233~ and orgasm, 65-66, 233-
237, 240, 242; nomenclature for, 97, 237, 
239, 270n64, 271n68; and hermaphrcld· 
ism, 137-138, 161; embryonic, 169; of 
prostitutes, 230; Freud on, 233-237, 240, 
242 

Clover, Carol C., 250n58 
Codpieces, 94, 95, 269n54 
Cody, Lisa, 275n104, 284n27 
Cole, Abadiah, 269n50 
Colombo, Matteo Realdo. See Columbus, 

Renaldus 
Columbus, Renaldus: discovery of clitoris by, 

64, 65, 66, 98, 112-113, 233; and one 
sex, 70; frontispiece to De re anatomica, 7 S; 
and nomenclature for female genitals, 96-
97; on hermaphrodism, 135-136 

Comte, Auguste, 17 
Conception: and orgasm, 2-3, 8, 43, 45-46, 

47,48,49-52,60-61,64,66-68,99-
103,116, 146-148,161-163,181-192; 
and fe[tility, 9, 49-52; as male "idea," 35, 
42, 59, 116, 142, 147; and nutrition, 51-
52; and cell theory, 57, 143, 171-175; as 
act of will, 60; scientific control ci, 153; 
and rape, 161-162, 284n36; unconscious, 
245n4. See also Eggs; Procreation; Semen; 
Speno 

Condorcet, Marquis de, 194 
Consanguinity, 56 
Constantinius Africanus, 42, 257n51 
Contract theory, and sexual difference, 196-

197,250n58 
Cooper, Sir Astley, 188 
Comer, George W., 247n25 
Cr»fUS aJbigRm7 15 
Curpus luteum: and conception, 184,211, 

220; role discovered, 184; and virginity, 
184, 185, 185-186 

Cott, Nancy F., 246n9, 248n31 
Coward, Rosalind, 241 

Cowper, William, 159 
Crooke, Hdkiah, 90, 105 
Cruickshank, W. C., 184 
Culpepper, Nicholas, 105, 269n50, 276n8 
Culture, and sexual cliff erence, 7-8, 9-10, 

11-13,22,52-62,109,112,113,115, 
124-125, 134-135, 142, 149-150, 153, 
155,248n38 

Cushing, Harvey, 70 

Dante Alighieri, 42 
d' Arconville/Sue skeleton, 167-168 
Darwin, Charles, 18,201,208, 293n36 
Da~doff,Lenorc,204,250n56,291n5 

Davis, Natalie Z., 264n22, 275n98, 279n43 
Death, and sexual pleasure, 1-2 
Debay, Auguste, 195 
de Graaf, Regnier, 158-159, 159, 171, 182, 

261n94 
De Ia Motte, Guillaume, 101 
Democritus, 46, 17 5 
Dc:sartes, Rene, 155 
Desire. See Sexual pleasure 
Dickinson, Emily, 181 
Diderot, Denis, 26, 200, 235 
Dimorphism. See Sexual dimorphism 
Dissection scenes, 70-79 
DNA, 143, 174 
Dover, K. J., 260nn81, 84 
Dreams, erotic, 297n90 
Drugs: and infe[tility, 102-103, 116, 

273nn84,85,281n3;forabortions, 103 
Dryander, John, 84, 86, 273n85 
Duden, Barbara, 264n22 
Duncan, Matthews, 191-192, 213 
Durkheim, Emile, 17 
Duval, Jacques, 93, 94, 96, 13 7, 240 

E:ll', bleeding through, 105 
Eff'eminacy, 123, 124, 125, 128 
Eggs: discovery of, 38, 142, 143, 161, 171-

172, 184, 212, 261n94; unfettiliud, 58, 
211. See also Conception; Ovism 

Ejaculation: and orgasm, 3, 46-4 7, 48, 49-
50, 51; premarure, 101; and sexual cliff cr­
ence, 171. See also Wet dreams 

Elephants, genitals of, 18, 32 
Elias, Norbett, 122 
Elizabeth I, 122-123 
Ellis, Havelock, 189, 221, 226, 293n38 

INDEX · 307 



Ellis, Sarah, 201, 204 
EJshtain, Jean Bethke, 29lnnll, 14 
Embryogenesis, 169-171, 170. See aLso Ferus 
Embryonic sexuality, 10, 169, 170 
Endometrium, 220 
Enlightetunent: views on conception held 

during, 3; epistemology of, 6-7; and twO· 

sex model, 8, 10-11, 194; political theory 
of, 11, 197-201 

Epigastric vein, 104 
Epigenesis, 143, 146, 169, 172, 174-175 
Erasmus, Desideriu.s, 122 
Estierme, Charles, 77, 78, 90, 130-133, 131, 

132,134 
Estrogen, 249n42 
Estrous cycle. See Heat 
Erb'US, 219-220 
Eunuchs. See Castration 
Eyes, bleeding from, 105 

Fabliaux, 123 
FaUopian rubes, 5, 82, 158, 184, 187, 

253n20,270n62 
Fallopius, Gabriel (Gabriello Fallopio): dis­

covery of clitoris by, 65; on one sex, 70; 
and nomendarure for female genitals, 97; 
discovery of tubes by, 97, 263n9, 270n62; 
and fertility, 100 

Farr, Samuel, 161 
Fat, in relation to menstruation, 36, 38, 

254n29 
Fatherhood, 31, 55-59, 135. See aLso Con-

ception; Paternity 
Fausto-Sterling, Anne, 9, 250n59 
Fawcett, Millicent, 197, 250n57 
Fellatio, 250n54 
Feminism, and sexual difference, 12, 22, 197 
Fertility, 9, 49-52, 207-227. See aLso Barren· 

ness; Infertility 
Fertilization. See Conception 
Fetus, 10, 36, 105, 144. See aLso Embryoge-

nesis; Embryonic sexuality 
Fingers, bleeding from, 105 
Fischer-Homberger, Esther, 8 
Fleming, George, 220 
Fletcher, Angus, 115 
Fontanelle, Bernard de, 155 
Forep~~67, 102,272n82 
Foreskin, male and female, 4, 34, 45, 91,97-

98, 100-101, 236 
Foucault, Michel, 5, 10, 12, 13, 21, 51, 124, 

151,228,275n2,283n26 

INDEX 

Francis I, 123, 130 
French Revolution, 11, 194, 196 
Freud, Sigmund, 15; and sexuality, 13,21; 

and fatherhood, 57-58; on gender, 70; 
"anatomy is destiny," 189, 233; on one and 
two sexes, 233, 243; and orgasm, 233, 
237-240, 242-243; and patriarchy, 241 

Fries, Lorenz, 231, 232 
Frigidity, 102. See aLso Barrenness 
Frogs, in taffeta trousers, 17 4 

Galen of Pergamwn: and inversion of geni­
tals, 4,9, 25-28,29,90, 92,93, 132-133, 
170; nomenclature for genitals, 4-5; and 
two-seedtheory,40,45,58,255n36;on 
orgasm, 44, 45, 46, 103, 148, 186; in 
Renaissance, 62, 70, 145, 146, 27ln71; 
and animal anatomy, 83, 86; and hysteria, 
110; on srarus of women, 149; continued 
influence of, 151, 170, 265-266n28, 
282nl2 

Gal~gher, Catherine, 201, 232 
Gallop, Jane, 250n50 
Ganong, W. F., 225 
Gardiner, Augustus, 213 
Gascoigne, George, 94, 95, 107 
Gasking, Elizabeth B., 279n53, 280nn55, 59, 

286n60 
Gay, Peter, 282n8, 288n77, 290n103 
Geddes, Patrick, 6, 41 
Gender, as cultural category, 7-8,9-10, 11-

13, 22, 52-62, 109, 112, 113, 115, 124-
125, 134-135, 142, 149-150, 153, 155, 
248n38 

Gender identity, 138 
Genitals, female. See Cervix; Clitoris; Labia; 

Ovaries; Uterus; Vagina 
Genitals, male. See Foreskin; Penis; Scrotum; 

Testicles 
Giles of Rome, 67 
Girdwood, G. F., 188, 216-217 
Gleason, Maud, 260nn80, 83 
Godclier, Maurice, 11 
Godwin, Willi~ 201 
Gombrich, E. H., 193, 267n38, 268n43 
Gottlcib, Alma, 265n25, 27 4n91 
Gouges, Olympe de, 195 
Grant, Robert, 188 
Gray, Henry, 166 
Greenblatt, Stephen, 115 
Gregory of Nyssa, 7 
Guenther of Andernach, 273n86 

308 



Hall, Catherine, 204, 250n56, 29ln5, 
293n29 

Haller, Albrecht von, 107, 173, 174, 183, 
184,214,286n63 

Haraway, Donna, 248n30 
Harrison, Frederic, 250n57, 29lnl2 
Hamoeker, Niklaas, 171, 285n53 
Harvey, William: on orgasm and conception, 

67; on uterus as scrotum, 94; discovery of 
egg by, 142, 171; on generation (concep­
tion), 142-148, 174; and Aristotle, 144, 
256n46, 280n60 

Heape, Walter, 220, 221 
Heat: vita~ 4, 5, 41, 45, 101; and menstrua­

tion, 9, 101, 107, 218-220; male and fe­
male, 27, 28, 29, 34, 36, 40, 55, 101, 
141-142; and orgasm, 44, 45, 46-47, 48, 
50, 100, 101-102, 191; Christian view of, 
59, 60; insufficient, 102; and sex change, 
127; in animals, 157, 218-219; and female 
receptivity, 157; nomenclature for, 218-
219 

Heckscher, W S., 266n33 
Hegar, Alfred, 176, 179-181 
Henle, Jakob, 87, 165 
Henry VIII, 63 
Hensen, Victor, 211, 237, 287n72 
Herdt, Gilbert, 19 
Heritier-Aug~. Fran~olse, 265n25 
Hermaphrodism: hwnan, 18, 124, 135-142, 

161, 169, 174; in animals, 18-19 
Herophilus of Alexandria, 4., 5, 110, 253nl9 
Hertwig, Oskar, 17 4 
Highmore, Nathaniel, 99, 280n59 
Hildegard of Bingen, 120 
Hippel, Theodor Gottlieb von, 203,204 
Hippocrates, 35, 36, 39-40, 46, 49, 50, 64, 

67, 104, 150, 255nn36, 37, 264n21, 
282n12 

HiPJ1l!m4nes, 253nl9 
Hirschman, Albert, 298nl02 
Hirst, B. C., 192 
Hitsctunann, H., 220 
Hoag, Roger, 287n70 
Hobbes, Thomas, 156, 157, 198, 225 
Homosexuality, 44, 52, 53, 82, 250n54, 

260nn81 
Hmmones, and ovulation, 9, 153, 213 
Horowitz, Mary Cline, 26ln89 
Hrdy, Sarah Blaffcr, 288n78, 293n37, 297-

298n91 
Hull, Isabel, 298nl02 

INDEX 

HWlter, John, 161 
Hutchinson, Anne, 121, 230 
Huxley, Aldous, 207, 293n35 
Hyrtl, Joseph, 237, 270n66 
Hysteria: causes~. 107, 286n66; and "w.Jn­

dcring womb," 108, 110-112, 25ln3; Ga­
len on, 110; cures for, ll8; and ovaries, 
176, 185; and vaginal orgasm, 193; Freud 
on,233,241-243;mmen,25ln3 

Illegitimacy, 56 
lllich, Ivan., 5, 277n20 
Impotence, 103, 108, 129-130, 272n81 
Indian women, menstruation of, lOS, 

274n91 
Infunticide, 59 
Inferil.lity, 36, 49, 50-51, 67, 100-103, 108, 

257n49. See Rl.ro Barrenness; Fertility; Im­
potence 

Innocent III, 61 
Isidore of Seville: on uterus and beDy, 27; on 

milk and blood, 36; on male and female 
seed, 55-56 

Jacob, Fran~ois, 17 
Jacobi, Mary Putn~ 222-224, 286-

287n67 
Jacobus, Mary, 246n7 
Jacquart, DanicUc, and Claude Thomasset, 

256n43,257n51,258n58,26ln90, 
270n64,273nn84, 87,299nl07 

Jeffreys, Sheila, 282n9, 293n34 
Johnson, Barbara, 17 
Johnson, Virginia, 234 
Joubert, Laurent, 104, 105, 106 
Jouissance, 200 
Joze, Victor, 149 
Jurisprudential medicine: distinguishing male 

from female, 132, 134-135, 142; and her­
maphrodism, 135-142; and conception, 
162; and virgmity, 185-186; and sodomy, 
279n42; and paternity, 297-298n91 

Justinian I, 49, 161 

Kaulor (tube), 33-34 
KeDer, Evelyn Fox, 248n30, 249n46 
Kember, 0., 262nl06 
Kent, Susan, 297n89 
Keuls, Eva, 252nl7 
Kisch, E. H., 192, 237 
Kleist, Heinrich von, 246n7 
Kobelt, Georg Ludwig, 238-239 
Kofinan, Sarah, 15, 30lnl26 

309 



Krafft·Ebing, Richard von, 236 
Krause, Wilhelm J. F., 237, 238 
Kristeva, Julia, 12 
Kuhn, Thomas, 96, 265n26 

Labia, 4, 45, 97-98 
Lacan, Jacques, 12, 141 
Lactation: in women, 36, 104, 105, 106; in 

men, 36, 106, 151, 256n42 
Landes, Joan, 198 
Laqueur, Ernst, 15, 243 
Laqueur, Werner, 15 
Laurentius, Andreas, 269n48 
Lee, Robert, 188, 289n91 
Lemnius, 64, 99 
Leonardo da Vinci, 85, 104, 170, 264n13 
Leuwenhoek, Anton van, 171, 261n94 
Uvi-Strauss, Claude, 19 
Liberalism, and sexual difference, 197, 

250n58 
Libido, 43, 44, 190. See also Sexual pleasure 
Linnaeus, Carolus, 172-173 
Lister, Joseph, 176, 180 
Lloyd, Elizabeth A., 300n109 
Lloyd, G. E. R., 34, 254n30, 262n106 
Lloyd, Lisa, 264n20 
Locke, John, 156, 194 
Louis, Antoine, 2, 3 
Lucretius, 47,60, 231 
Lust, and gluttony, 51 
Luther, Martin, 231 

MacColmack, Carol P.., 262n106 
MacKinnon, Catharine, 12 
McLaren, Angus, 8, 291n6 
Maclean, Ian, 108, 271n71, 275n99, 277n21 
Malthus, Thomas, 201 
Marche, Madame de Ia, 68 
Marcis, Marie de, 136-137, 138 
Maria Theresa, 150 
Marshall, F. H. A., 295n57 
Martin, Emily, 265n23 
Massa, Niccolo, 269n50 
Masters, William H., 234 
Masturbation, 185, 190, 196, 227-230, 232, 

272--273n83,297n90 
Maubray, John, 245n3 
Maupertuis, Pierre de, 175 
Mauriceau, Fran~ois, 239-240 
Medicine, modem; and sexual difference, 5-

6, 9-10, 14-15, 154-163; and society, 11. 
See also Jurisprudential medicine 

INDEX 

Mendehohn,Evaett,251n7 
Menses. See Heat; Menstruation 
Menstruation: and timing of conception, 9; 

seen as heat, 9, 101, 107, 218-220; as ple­
thora, 35, 36, 107, 109, 213; disturbances 
of (amenorrhea), 36, 101; and lactation, 
36, 104, 105, 106; male, 107; and uterus, 
152, 220-221; and ovaries, 176, 178, 
179. Seetdso Bleeding; Blood 

Merchant, Carolyn, 266n34, 280n56 
Metchnikoff, Elie, 222 
Michelangelo, 77 
Michelet, Jules, 211, 217, 221-222 
Microscope, and discovery of spenn, 171 
Milk. See Blood, and milk; Lactation 
Mill, James, 202 
Millar, John, 200-201, 206 
Minnow, Manha, 197 
Minorities, sexuality of, 152, 283n16 
Misogyny,21-22, 125 
Moerloose, Isabella De, 68, 272-273n83 
Mohammed, 7 
Maa, 58-59, 278n32 
Malis, 53, 258n58 
Mondino de' Luzzi (Mundinus), 65, 71, 72, 

97 
Montaigne, Michel de, 7, 113, 126-127, 

128-130, 139,246n7 
Moravia, Alberto, 258n63 
More, Hannah, 201 
Moreau, Jacques-Louis, 5, 149, 196 
Morgan, Lewis Henry, 225 
Monon, Peta, 293nn35, 36 
Moses, Bessie, 295n53 
Mosher, Clelia Duel, 191 
Motherhood, 56, 57. See also Conception 
Miiller, Johannes, 169, 187, 215 

Nagele, Carl Franz, 219 
Napheys, George, 212 
Necrophilia, 1 
Nehamas, Alexander, 249n39 
Nemesius ofEmesa, 4 
Netter, Frank, 87, 170 
Nictuche, Friedrich, 13, 248-249n39 
Nightingale, Florence, 233 
Nihell, Elizabeth, 112 
Nosebleed, 36, 37, 107 

One-sex model, 8, 19-20, 21, 25, 26-62 
passim, 63-113 passim, 114-142 passim, 
150-151, 153-154 

310 



Orgasm, 43-52; and conception, 2-3, 8, 43, 
45-46, 47, 48, 49-52, 60-61, 64,66-
68,99-103,116,146-148, 161-163;and 
heat, 44, 45, 46-47, 48, 50, 100, 101-
102; and sexual difference, 150, 181-192. 
See also Sexual pleasure 

Origen, 7 
Ortner, Sherry, 12 
Outram, Dorinda, 291n2 
Ovaries: as female testicles, 4, 9, 26, 82, 149, 

158,159,161, 176-177,236,270n61; 
view of in antiquity, 4-5; nomenclature 
for, 4-5, 172, 253n19; view of in eigh· 
teenth century, 5, 161, 252n14; removal 
of, 31, 176-181; and status of women, 
149, 175-181, 213-214, 216; and men­
struation, 176, 178, 179 

Ovid, 43-44, 129, 139 
Ovism, 173-174 
Ovulation: and sexual pleasure, 8, 163, 182, 

183-184, 211; coitally induced, 8, 
288n79; spontaneous, 8-9, 178, 184, 187, 
211,213,214,223,288n79;honnon~ 

control cf, 9, 153, 213; timing cf, 68, 
212-213, 222, 294n48; hidden, 297-
298n91 

Owen, R. D., 228 
Owe~ Richard, 173, 190 

Paget, Sir Jantes, 212 
Pangenesis, 39, 46, 175, 255-256n40, 

258n63,286n63 
Papanicolaou, George N., 213 
Paracelsus, 22, 110 
Part, Ambroise, 7, 102, 104, 126, 127 
Parenr·Duchatelet, Jean-Baptiste, 230 
Park, Katherine, 226n35, 279n48 
Parr, Banholomew, 219 
Parthenogenesis, 18, 58, 144, 173 
Passionlessness, 3, 8, 150, 161, 182, 189-

191, 195-196,206,246n9 
Pasteur, Louis, 294n43 
Pateman, Carole, 196, 250n58, 283n21, 

291n10 
Paternity, 297-298n91 
Pathicus, 53 
Patriarchy, 20, 62, 100, 157, 194-195, 241. 

See also Subordination, of women 
Paulus Acgineta, 254n29 
Pechy, John, 98 
Peck, A. L., 252nl0 
Penis: and vagina, 4, 16, 21, 26, 28, 33-34, 

INDEX 

35, 63, 65, 78-93 passim, 79-88, 90-92, 
109, 160; Aristotle's nomendarure for, 30; 
siu cf, 31-32, 50, 101, 130; and sexual 
pleasure, 44, 45; and clitoris, 64, 65, 92-
93, 93, 137-138, 140-141, 188, 234, 
301nll9; and sex changes, 123, 126, 127, 
128, 129, 136-142; and male status, 134, 
135, 137, 139, 140 

Penis envy, 129, 240 
Perry, R. L., 228 
PeterofSp~,273n84 
Pftugcr, E. F., 222 
Phagocytosis, 222 
Phlebotomy, 107 
Phlegm, and semen, 35, 42, 254n26 
Phrenology, 208-210 
Phusis!~, 7 
Plants, sa among, 172-173 
Plato, 54, 109, 112, 199, 275nl00 
Pleasure. See Orgasm; Sexual pleasure 
Plethora: and menstruation, 35, 36, 107, 

109, 213; and f~ 36 
Pliny, 128,129, 214,270n59 
Plutarch, 56, 58 
Pollux, Julius, 34,253n22 
Pontonno, Jacobo, 95 
Poovey, Mary, 203, 248n34 
Positivism, 17, 249n48 
Pott, Percival, 178, 179 
Pouchet, F. A., 211, 213, 215-216,222,223 
Poullain de la Barre, Fran~ois, 155-156 
Prefonnationism, 173-175, 282-283nl4 
Procreation, devaluation of, 8, 247n24. See 

lllso Conception 
Prostate, 15, 92, 249n43 
Prostitution, 107, 227, 230-233 
Pseudo-Albertus Magnus, 43, 64, 151, 

256n47, 257n53 
Pseudo-Aristotle, 34, 50, 245-246n6 
Pufendorf, Samuel von, 198 
Pulley, John, 185 

Quaife, G. R., 273n85 
Quine, W. V., 69 
Quine-Duhem thesis, 69, 280n61 

Rabelais, Fran')ois, 94, 108, 109 
Races, scientific basis fer distinguishing 

among, 155, 208 
Raciborski, Adam, 190, 217-218, 222, 223 
Rape, and conception, 161-162, 260n78, 

284n36 

3 1 1 



Remak, Robert, 215 
Renal vein, and sexual pleasure, 103, 104 
Reproduction, 155. See aiJo Conception 
Restitutus, 60 
Reynolds, Sir Joshua, 167 
Rhazes, 50 
Riolan, John, 73-74, 74 
Roberts, Dr. G., 178, 179 
Rokitansky, Karl, 188 
Rose, Jacqueline, 264nl3 
Rosenberg, Rosalind, 191 
Rouselle, Aline, 39, 255n37 
Rousseau, Jean-Jacques, 157, 197, 198-200, 

225,228,235 
Roussel, Pierre, 6, 152, 196, 281n2 
Rubin, Gayle, 12~241 
Rueff, Jacob, 89, 102 
Ruysch, Fredt:rik, 14 
Ryan, Michael, 3, 8 
Ryff, Walther, 88~ 89 

Sanchez, Regina Marantz, 287n67 
Satyriasis, 52 
Sayers, Dorothy L., 1, 10 
Schiebinger, Londa, 247n27, 283n25, 

285nn46, 48, 49 
Sclunitt, Charles B., 265-266n28 
Scholes, Robert, 234 
Schuria, Henrika, 137 
Schwaro., JoeL 291n14, 292nl6, 298n96 
Schwam, Vanessa, 279n41 
Scott, Joan, 12, 248n34 
Scrorum, uterus as, 4, 25, 28, 33, 35, 63, 64, 

79,85,88,89,94, 160,236,257n55 
Secrets ofWomen, The (Pseudo-Albertus Mag­

nus), 43, 64, 151, 256-257n47 
Semen,35,40,41,42,44,45,46,53,56, 

66, 68, 99, 101, 103, 106, 120, 144. See 
akoSperm 

Seminal vesicles, 8 5 
Sex changes: human, 7, 123, 124, 125-130, 

136, 151; in animals, 18-19, 128 
Sexual dimorphism, 6, 163. See also Gender 
Sexual pleasure: and conception, 2-3, 8, 43, 

45-46,47,48,49,60-61,64,66-68, 
99-103, 116, 146-148, 161-163; male 
and female, 4, 43-44,46, 150, 181-192; 
and warmth, 40, 46, 48, 49, 102, 107. See 
also Orgasm 

Sexual selection, Darwinian, 208 
Shakespeare, William, 24, 113, 114-115, 

123,243 

Sharp, Jane, 65, 68 
Sherfey, Mary Jane, 300n109 
Siraisi, Nancy G., 261n97, 265n28 
Sissa, Giulia, 252nll 
Skeleton, female, 166-169 
Skene, A.]. C., 171 
Smdlie, William, 112, 182, 288n81 
Smith, Adam, 233 
Smith-Rosenberg, Carol, 286n65 
Smith, J. G., 185 
Smollett, Tobias, 112 
Snakes, sexuality of, 44 
Sociability, and sex, 124 
Social-contract theory. See Contract theory 
Sociobiology, 21 
Soemmerring, Samuel Thomas von, 167-168 
Soranus, 34, 37, 51, 59, 150, 161 
Spallanzani, Lazzaro, 161, 174 
Speculums, 206 
Spellman, Vicky, 54 
Spenser, Edmund, 118-119 
Sperm: discovery of, 38, 143, 161, 171, 172, 

26ln94; strength of, 39-40; and sexual 
pleasure, 45; as parasite, 57, 174; role of, 
145, 146~147, 187; economy of, 196; no­
menclature for, 285n53. See also Animal­
culism; Conception; Semen 

Spittle, and blood, 105 
Spontaneous ovulation. See Ovulation 
Sterility. See Barrenness; Infertility 
Stoller, Robert, 252nl5 
Stone, Lawrence, 5 
Stopes, Mary, 213 
Storch, Johann, 264-265n22 
Stubbs, George, 168 
Subordination, of women, 156-157. See a/s{) 

Patriarchy 
Sweating, 35, 37, 255n32 
Sylvius, Jacobus, 70 
Symons, Donald, 288n78 

Tanner, John, 117 
Tardieu, Ambroise, 136 
Taylor, Barbara, 292n22 
Temkin, Oswei, 282n12 
Temdlian, 46 
Testicles: male and female, 4, 16, 25, 26, 32, 

63, 82, 85-86, 149, 160-161, 176,236, 
270n61; like weights on loom, 32; removal 
of, 178 

Thomas, Joseph, 219 
Thomas, Keith, 275n4 

INDEX· 312 



Thomasc:n, Anne-Licse, 257n47 
Thompson, J. Aahur, 6 
Thompson, William, 202-203 
Throat, and vagina, 36, 37, 50, 110, 254n30, 

258n59 
Tilt, Edward John, 287n71 
Tissot, Samuel August, 228 
TocqueviUe, Alexis de, 157 
Todd, Mabel Loomis, 181-182 
Transvestites, 136-13 9 
Trembley, Abraham, 173 
Tribade, 53,136,137 
Trotula of Salerno, 272n79 
Two-sex model, 8, 16,20-21,69, 148, 149-

192 passim, 193-243 passim 

Uterus: as scrotum, 4, 25, 28, 33, 35, 63, 64, 
79,8~ 88,8~94, 160,236,256n43, 
257n55; as archetype fer other organs, 27; 
and childbearing, 27, 86-88; beUy as, 27, 
94, 251nn3, 4; Aristotle's interpretation 
of, 31, 33; as purse, 64, 263nn3, 4; no­
menclature for, 64, 96; cells in, 65; links to 
breasts, 104, 105; and hysteria, 108, 110-
112, 251n3; as vessel, 131, 251n2; as 
brain, 147; and status of women, 149, 
152, 155, 225; and menstruation, 152, 
220-221 

Uternsmasculinus (prostatic utricle), 15, 
249n43 

Vaga, Perino del, 130-131 
Vagina: as penis, 4, 16, 21, 26, 28, 33-34, 

35, 63, 65, 78-93 passim, 79-88, 90-92, 
109, 160; and throat, 36, 37, 50, 254n30, 
258n59; nomenclature for, 96-97, 149, 
158, 159, 239, 270n60, 301n122; and or­
gasm, 45, 92, 233, 236-237, 238, 239-
240; vestigial, 249n43 

Valverde, Juan de, 75-77, 76, 77, 84 
Varicose veins, 37 

INDEX 

Venette, Nicholas, 93, 150-151, 245n5 
Veronese, Paolo, 75 
Vcsalius, 63, 70, 71, 71-72, 73, 73, 75, 77, 

77, 80, 81, 82,82, 83, 84, 103, 111, 115-
116, 164, 170 

Vicary, Thomas, 98 
Vickers, Nancy J., 278n33 
Vidius, Vidus, 83 
Virchow, Rudolf, 207, 221 
Virgin births, 119 
Virginity, 59, 184, 185, 188 
Vlastos, Gregory, 260-261n86 
Vogt, Karl, 208 
Vulva: medieval meaning of, 27; and female 

genitals, 94, 98, 160, 236, 269o52, 
270n59 

Wagner, Richard, 219 
W.mdering womb. See Hysteria 
Warner, John Harley, 282n 12 
Weeks, Jeffrey, 13 
Wesremtarck, Edward, 225, 226, 227 
Wet dreams, 48, 101, 259nn68, 71 
Wheeler, Anna, 201, 202-203 
Whitehead, Harriet, 12 
William ofConches, 231, 300n107 
Wind eggs, 58 
Winthrop, John, 121 
Wirsung, Christopher, lOS 
Wolff, Kaspar Friedrich, 169, 272n79 
Wollsronecraft, Mary, 201,203-204 
Wolstenholme, Elizabeth, 152, 226, 227 
Womb. See Uterus 
Woolf, Christian, 174 
Woolf, Virginia, 5 

Xcuxis, 168 

Zacchia, Paolo, 140-141, 142, 161 
Zappc:ri, Roberto, 277n18 
Zodiacal man, 116,117 

313 


	Cover
	Title
	Preface
	Contents
	1. Of Language and the Flesh
	2. Destiny Is Anatomy
	3. New Science, One Flesh
	4. Representing Sex
	5. Discovery of the Sexes
	6. Sex Socialized
	Notes
	1. Of Language and the Flesh
	2. Destiny Is Anatomy
	3. New Science, One Flesh
	4. Representing Sex
	5. Discovery of the Sexes
	6. Sex Socialized

	Credits
	Index



