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Barkhuizen, p. 555



learner

2. Sex

3. Social class

4. Ethnic identity

“Ellis (1994) provides a thorough 
review of social factors, 
mediated through learner 

attitudes, which affect language 
learning. These are to be 

distinguished from individual 
learner differences such as 

learner beliefs, affective 
variables, learning strategies, 

and cognitive styles.”

Barkhuizen, p. 556

1. Age



input and output

“[…] language  input  received  by  
learners  when  listening or  reading  in  

the  target  language.”

Barkhuizen, p. 558

language that is produced 
by the learner

“input,  however  generated,  is  

part  of  the  social context.” 
Barkhuizen, p. 558



SLA studies

Acculturation model

o Schumann’s (1978, 1986) 
creation;

o Learner’s adaptation to a 
new culture;

o “Acculturation is expressed 
in terms of social distance 
(becoming a member of a 
target language group) and 
psychological distance (how 
comfortable learners are 
with the learning task).”

Barkhuizen, p. 561

English learners in 

homestay environment –

New Zeland

- Expectations not met

- Does not take into account
the learner’s individual 

social identity



SLA studies

Intergroup model

Barkhuizen, p. 562

o Different ethnolinguistic 
groups interacting
dynamically;

▪ “Ethnolinguistic
convergence [..] will lead to 
more successful social 
integration as well as L2 
proficiency.”

- Despite English being the oficial 
language, Xhosa was widely spoken

- Learning a language as a way of
belonging; membership, as well as 

communication efficiency

multilingual army camp in 

the Eastern Cape Province 

in South Africa.



SLA studies

Social identity model

Norton (2000) claims that “a person 
negotiates a sense of self within and 
across different sites at different 

points in time, and it is through 
language that a person gains access 

to – or is denied access to – powerful 
social networks that give learners the 

opportunity to speak”

SLA theories ought to analyse “social 
and cultural practices of the language 
learner and target communities”

Barkhuizen, p. 565

investiment

“[…] refers to learners’ commitment 
to learning the L2, the level of 
commitment being tied to their 

perceptions of their relationship to 
the social world”

Barkhuizen, p. 565



SLA studies

Barkhuizen, p. 566

SOUTH AFRICAN SCHOOL, away 

from the town and designated 

for African people in the 

apartheid years

“It explores the ways in which students’ 
complex, seemingly contradictory language 

attitudes and classroom practices are 
intimately linked to their attempts to define 
appropriate roles and identities in relation 

to the unstable school and township 
environment, as well as their construction

of their place in the world within and 
beyond the township.”

Using critical classroom discourse 
analysis, Kapp (2001) observed:

- Distinct attitudes of teachers and 
learners towards English in 

comparison to Xhosa;

- “school culture and local social 
conditions”

KAPP, 2001, p. 2



Language education
“practices,  procedures  and  provision  of language  learning.  

Associated  with  these  are  language-in-education  policies and  the  
variable  opportunities  for  learning  which  they  provide”

Barkhuizen, p. 567

(1) What language(s) will be taught in the public school system?

(2) Who will be taught these languages?

(3) Who will teach these languages?

(5) What is the best methodology for teaching these languages?

(4) How will success be determined?

South Africa and the attempt to redress linguistic
imbalances through use of African languages



Conclusion

Learning a language is not an easy task.

Five 
elements

SLA theories and findings

Social 
contexts

Language 
learning



What about Brazil?
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