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ABSTRACT: A body support having a body encircling 
member composed of a plurality of elastic panels made of 
webbing stretchable in a body encircling direction and having 
means at their ends for securing the member together in a 
body encircling form, the garment further having a pair of 
shoulder loops each made of the same type of elastic webbing 
as in the panels and secured at their ends to the body encir 
cling member and adapted to extend from the back of the 
member, about the shoulders and under the arms to the sides 
of the member. 
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from the back and terminate beneath the arms at the upper 
panel 20 firmly brace the shoulders. 

It will be apparent that the garment performs the various 
functions attributed to it in the introduction, and it will also be 
appreciated that the garment when worn is not bulky and will 
yield to body movement. The two shoulder loops operate in 
dependently of one another and to not depend on any other 
part of the garment for effective operation. That is, the 
shoulder straps provide the brace for the shoulders without re 
gard to how tightly the body encircling part is worn so long as 
it remains in place. Without the aid of ribs, inserts or other 
stiff members which could cause irritation, sufficient rigidity is 
provided in the garment while minimizing bulk. The lining of 
the garment both on the shoulder straps and the body encir 
cling member provides maximum comfort. 

In the embodiment shown in FIG. 6 the upper edge of the 
body encircling member is shown rolled down at each end in 
the manner shown in applicant's earlier application Ser. No. 
582,692 filed Sept. 28, 1966. This enables the garment to be 
worn more comfortably by a female by extending below the 
bust line as is explained more fully in that application. It is suf 
ficient to state here that the upper edges, of the body encir 
cling panel may be folded as taught in that earlier application 
without interferring with the three fold function of the gar 
IIlent. 
Because numerous modifications may be made of this in 

vention without departing from its spirit, it is not intended to 
limit the breadth of this invention to the embodiments illus 
trated and described. Rather, it is intended that the scope of 
this invention be determined by the appended claims and their 
equivalents. 

I claim: 
1. A support garment comprising: 
A body encircling member stretchable in a body encircling 

direction and being nonstretchable in the direction paral 
lel to the axis of the member; 
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4 
means secured to the ends of the member for joining the 
ends together in a body encircling form; 

a pair of shoulder loops each made of elastic webbing and 
secured at their ends to the body encircling member an 
adapted to extend from the back of the body encircling 
member around the shoulders and under the arms of the 
wearer to the sides of the member to pull back the shoul 
ders of the wearer; 

the ends of the loops at the back of the member overlapping 
substantially the full width of the body encircling member 
and overlapping each other on the member; 

said member including a plurality of parallel panels of 
elastic webbing secured together along their adjacent 
parallel edges by stitching that allows some relative move 
ment of the adjacent edges; 

said member and loops being made of the same material; 
a soft lining secured to the inner surface of the member and 

the loops; 
the ends of the loops overlapping at least a portion of the 
member at approximately a right angle to the body encir 
cling direction and substantially eliminating the stretch of 
the member at the center of the back; and 

the ends of the loops at the front overlapping only the top 
portion of the member so as not to appreciably reduce the 
stretchability of the member at the front. 

2. A support garment in accordance with claim 1 wherein: 
said lining is made of Helanca yarn; 
said elastic webbing in the panels and in the loops being ap 

proximately 3 inches in width with said panels being 
secured together by faggoting stitching; and 

three such panels comprising the body encircling member. 
3. A support garment in accordance with claim 2 and 

further characterized by the top edge of the member at the 
front being folded down at the bust line to provide additional 
comfort for a female wearer. 


