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9.

. What was actually s:
. Lines beginning with the % symbol can contain anything. Typically. these lines

. Dependent tier lines begin with the ¢

‘When doing normal coding in English, every character in the file must be in the
basic ASCII character set (see the following section).

Every line must end with a carriage return
T'he first line in the file must be an @Begin header line.

T'he second line in the file must be an (@ Languages header line.

The third line must be an (@Participants header line listing three-letter codes for
cach participant. the participant’s name. and the participant’s role.

After the @Participants header come a set of @ID headers providing further
details for cach speaker.

T'he last line in the file must be an (@ End header line.

Lines beginning with * indicate what was actually said. These are called “main
lines.” Each main line should code one and only one utterance. When a speaker
produces several utterances in a row. code each with a new main line.

Afier the asterisk on the main line comes a three-letter code in upper case letters
for the participant who was the speaker of the utierance being coded. Afier the
three-letter code comes a colon and then a tab.

id is entered starting in the ninth column.

include codes and commentary on what was said. They are called “dependent
lines.

tie

% symbol. This symbol is followed by a
three-letter code in lowercase letters for the dependent tier type. such as “pho™ for
phonology: a colon; and then a tab. The text of the dependent tier begins afier the
tab.

. Continuations of main lines and dependent tier lines begin with a lz\h.)
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In addition to these minimum requirements for the form of the file. there are certain
ninimum ways in which utterances and words should be written on the main line:

1. Utterances should end with an utterance terminator. The basic utterance termi-
nators are the period. the exclamation mark. and the question mark.

Commas can be used as needed to mark phrasal junctions. but they are not used

by the programs and have no tight prosodic definition.

3. Use upper case letters only for proper nouns and the word “L™ Do not use upper-
case letters for the first words of sentences. This will facilitate the identification of
proper nouns.

4. Words should not contain capital letters except at their beginni

not contain numbers. unless these mark tones.

Unintelligible words with an unclear phonetic shape should be tr:

If you wish to note the phonological form of an incomplete or unintelligible pho-

nological string. write it out with an ampersand. as in &guga.

7. Incomplete words can be written with the omitted material in parentheses. as in
(be)cause and (a)bout.

Words should

nscribed as xxx.





Example

[image: image4.png]@Begin

@Languages: en

@Participants: CHI Ross Child, FAT Brian Father
en|macwhinney |CHI|2;10.10] | | |Target Child| |

en|macwhinney |FAT|35;2.| || |Target child||

why ien't Mommy coming?

Mother usually picks Ross up around 4 PM.

don't worry.

she'll be here soon.

good.





Language code: ingles: en; português pt
New Episode Header 
@New Episode

          This header simply marks the fact that there has been a break in the recording and that a new episode has started. It is a “bare” header that is used without a colon, because it takes no entry. There is no need to mark the end of the episode because the @New

Episode header indicates both the end of one episode and the beginning of another.
[image: image5.png]Comment Header @Comment:

This header can be used as an all-purpose comment line. Any type of comment can be
entered on an @Comment line. When the comment refers to a particular utterance. use
the %com line. When the comment refers to more general material. use the @Comment
header. If the comment is intended to apply to the file as a whole, place the @Comment
header along with the constant headers before the first utterance. Instead of trying to
make up a new coding tier name such as “@Gestational Age™ for a special purpose type
of information. it is best to use the @Comment field. as in this example:

@Comment: Gestational age of MAR is 7 months
@Comment: Birthweight of MAR is 6 lbs. 4 oz.




[image: image6.png]Situation Header (@Situatiol

{This changeable header describes the general setting of the interaction. It applies to
all the material that follows it until a new (@Situation header appears. The entry for this
header is a standard description of the situation. Try to use standard situations such a
breakfast,” “outing,” “bath.” “working.” “visiting playmates.” “school.” or “gettir

ready to go out.” Here is an example of the completed header line:

@situation: Tim and Bill are playing with toys in the hallway.




[image: image7.png]5.1 The Main Line




[image: image8.png]characters that are not punctuation markers are potentially parts of words.' The default
punctuation set includes the space and these characters: |

[1 <>





[image: image9.png]None of these characters or the space can be used within words. Other nonletter char-
acters such as the plus sign (+) or the at sign (@) can be used within words (o expre;
special meanings. This punctuation set applies to the main lines and all coding lines with
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Special form markers can be placed at the end of a word. To do this. the symbol “@"
is used in conjunction with one or two additional letters. Here is an example of the use of
the @ symbol:

*SAR: I got a bingbingac.




[image: image11.png]Table 2: Special Form Markers

Letters Categories Example Meaning




[image: image12.png]babbling

child-invented form

abame(@b,

gummaac

vounzad
bunko@ !

filled pause
interjection. interaction |

kana letter kawk

dialect form

family-specific form

letter

Motherese

neologism breaked@n

nonvoiced stop@n spoken without voice
onomatopoeia woofwoof@o dog barking

phorol. consistent form aga@p

phrasal repetition s a. its a@pr Tor disfluency work

metalinguistic use | no ifl@g-s or but@g-s | when citing words

second-language form istenem@s Hungarian word

ced to schwa

as Signed language apple@s! apple

wsas sign & speech apple@sas apple and sign

@t test word wug@t small creature

au Unibet transcription binga@u -

awp word play soobarumba@wp -

Excluded words stuffiax excluded

We can define these special markers in the following wa

1

o

general special form gongoado -

Babbling can be used to mark both low-level carly babbling and high-level sound
play in older children. These forms have no obvious meaning and are used just to
have fun with sound.

Child-invented forms are words creaied by the child sometimes from other
words without obvious derivational morphology. Sometimes they appear to be
sound variants of other words. Sometimes their origin is obscure. However. the
child appears to be convinced that they have meaning and adults sometimes come
10 use these forms themselves.

Dialect form is often an interesting general property of a transeript. However.
the coding of phonological dialect variations on the word level should be mini-
mized, because it often makes transcripts more difficult to read and analyze. In-
stead. general patterns of phonological variation can be noted in the 00readme.cde
file.

Family-specific forms arc much like child-invented forms that have been taken
over by the whole family. Sometimes the source of these forms are children. but
they can also be older members of the family. Sometimes the forms come from
variations of words in another language. An example might be the use of under-





[image: image13.png]foad 1o refer to some mysterious being in the surf. although the word was simply

wndertow initially.

Filled pauses includes forms like wh or mmm. Usually. there is no need to mark

these forms with @fp. since they can be listed in a standard form in the MOR

lexicon file.

6. Interjections can be indicated in standard ways, making the use of the @i nota-

tion usually not necessary. Instead of transeribing “ahem@i.” one can simply

transcribe ahem following the conventions listed later.

Letters can cither be transcribed with the @1 marker or simply as single-character

words.

8. Neologisms arc meant to refer to morphological coinages. If the novel form is
monomorphemic. then it should be characterized as a child-invented form (@c).
family-specific form (@f). or a test word (@)

9. Nonvoiced forms are produced typically by hearing-impaired children or their
parents who are mouthing words without making their sounds.

10. Onomatopoeic forms include animal sounds and attempts to imitate natural
sounds.

11. Phonological consistent forms are carly forms that are phonologically consistent.

but whose meaning is unclear to the transeriber. Usually these forms have some

relation to small function words,

Phrasal repetition marking is only useful for studies that focus particularly on

children with fluency problems. By using this marker. it is often casier to include

and exclude phrasal repetitions in particular analyses. However, a possibly better
way of encoding this is to use the repetition marker that takes the form [x 4. as
discussed in the chapter on scoped symbols.

13. Metalinguistic reference can be used to cither cite or “quote” single standard
words or special child forms.

14. Second-language forms derive from some language not usually used in the
home.

15. Schwa forms indicate a reduction of a standard form to a mere schwa in articu-
lation.

16. Sign language use can be indicated by the @sl.

7. Sign and speech use involves making a sign or informal sign in parallel with
saying the word.

18. Singing can be marked with @si. Sometimes the phrase that is being sung
involves nonwords. as in lalaleloo@si. In other cases. it involves words that can
be joined by underscores. However. if a larger passage is sung. it is best to/
transcribe it as speech and just mark it as being sung through a comment line.

19. Test words are nonce forms generated by the investigators to test the productivity
of the child’s grammar.

20. Unibet transcription can be given on the main line by using the @u marker.
However, if many such forms are being noted, it may be better to construct a
@pho line, With the advent of IPA Unicode, we now prefer to avoid the use of
Unibet, relying instead directly on IPA.





[image: image14.png]21. Word play in older children produces forms that may sound much like the forms
of babbling. but which arise from a slightly different process. It is best to use the
@b for forms produced by children younger than 2:0 and @wp for older children.
General special form marking with @g can be used when all of the above fail.
However, its use should generally be avoided. Marking with the @ without a
following letter is not accepted by CHECK.

22,





[image: image15.png]should only be done when the analysis requires that the phonological string be treated as
a word and it is unclear which standard morpheme corresponds to the word. If
phonological string should not be treated as a full word. it should be marked by a
khcgim\ing &. and the @b, @u. or @w endings should not be used. Also. if the transcript
includes a complete %pho line for cach word and the data are intended for phonological
analysis. it is better {0 use yy (see the next section) on the main line and then give the
phonological form on the %pho line.





[image: image16.png]Family-spectlic lorms are special words used only by the family. These are often de-
rived from ehild forms that are adopted by all family members. They also include certain
“caregiverese™ forms that are not easily recognized by the majority of adult speakers but
which may be common to some arcas or some families. Family-specific forms can be
used by cither adults or children.

The @n marker is intended for morphological neologisms and overregularizations.
whereas the @c marker is intended to mark nonce creation of stems. Of course, this
distinction is somewhat arbitrary and incomplete. Whenever a child-invented form is
clearly onomatopoeic. use the @o coding instead of the @e coding. A fuller
characterization of neologisms can be provided by the error coding system.

If transeribers find it difficult to distineuish between child-invented forms. onomato:
{pocia, and familial forms, they can use the @ symbol without any following letter. In this
way. they can at least indicate the fact that the preceding word is not a standard item in
the adult lexicon.
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[image: image18.png]Unintelligible Speech XXX/ XX

Use the symbol xxx when you cannot hear or understand what the speaker is saying.
If you believe you can distinguish the number of unintelligible words, you may use
several xxx strings in a row. Here is an example of the use of the xxx symbol:



[image: image19.png](The MLU and MLT commands will ignore the xxx symbol when computing mean
length of utterance and other statistics. 1f you want unintelligible material included in
such counts. use the symbol xx instead of xxx. If you want to have several words
included. use as many occurrences of xx as you wish.

Phonological Coding wy/yy

Use the symbol yy or yvy when you plan to code all material phonologically on a|
pho 1T you are not consistently creating a %pho line in which cach word is
transcribed in IPA in the order of the main line. you should use the @u or & notations
instead. If you believe you can distinguish the number of unintelligible words. and you
wish to treat cach word-like string as a word, use yy rather than yyy. CLAN will count
cach yy form as a word. Here is an example of the use of yy:





[image: image20.png]Untranscribed Material WWW

This symbol must be used in conjunction with an %exp tier which is discussed in the
chapter on dependent tiers. This symbol is used on the main line to indicate material that
a transcriber does not know how to transeribe or does not want to transcribe. For
example, it could be that the material is in a language that the transeriber does not know.
‘This symbol can also be used when a speaker says something that has no relevance to the
interactions taking place and the experimenter would rather ignore it, For example, www
could indicaie a long conversation between adults that would be superfluous to
transcribe. Here is an example of the use of this symbol:




[image: image21.png]Actions Without Speech o0

This symbol is used when the speaker performs some action that is not accompanied
by speech. Notice that the symbol is the numeral zero “0.” not the capital letter “0.” Here
is an example of the correct usage of this symbol:

*FAT: wher our doll
*DAV 0 [=! runs over to her closet]




[image: image22.png]Phonological Fragment —

The & symbol can be used at the beginning of a string to indicate that the following
material is just a phonological fragment or picce of a word and that CLAN should not
treat it as @ word. It is important not to include any of the three utterance terminators —
the exclamation mark. the question mark, or the period — because clan will treat these as
utierance terminators. This form of notation is useful when the speaker stutters or breaks
off before completing a recognizable word (false starts). The utterance “t- t- ¢- can't you
is transcribed as follows:

*MAR: &t &t &k can't you go?



[image: image23.png]Best Guess at a Word

This symbol is a scoped symbol. It can be used to indicate that the previous word o
eroup of words are simply the transcriber's best guess at what was being said and there is
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[image: image25.png]‘Noncompletion of a Word {text(textytext|

insert the mi:

When a word is incomplete. but the intended meaning seems clear
ntheses. Do not use this notation for fully omitted words.
with partial omissions. This notation can also be used to derive a consistent

pelling for commonly shortened words. such as (un)til and (bejcause. CLAN will treat

tems that are coded in this way as full words. For programs such as FREQ. the

materi;




[image: image26.png]5.5.1 Letters

To transcribe letters, use the @] symbol after the letter. For example. the leter “b”
would be bl. Here is an example of the spelling of a letier sequence.

*MOT: could you please spell your name?
*MAR: it's mel ael rel kel.

The dictionary says that “abe” is a standard word. so that s accepted without the @!
marking. In Japanese, many letters refer to whole syllables or “kana” such as ro or ka.




[image: image27.png]5.5.2 Collocations, Compounds, and Linkages



[image: image28.png]The first of these three classes includes collocations such as “peanut butter” and “fast
track.” In standard orthography. these forms are written using two separate words. For
these forms. the analyst can decide to cither maintain two words or to join the words with
aplus sign. as in “peanut-butter” and “Star+Wars.”

The second level of  concatenation involves true compound formation. as in
birdhouse™ or “babysitter”. In these cases. standard orthography specifies a single wort
but for the purposes of linguistic analysis. it is betier to use the plus sign. as in
bird+house™ or “baby-+sitter.” The MOR lexicon for English specifies the correct form
for some of the most common compounds of English.

I like Star+Wars.
where Santa+Claus?

‘The third level of concatenation involves the use of an underscore to indicate the fact that
a phrasal combination is not really a compound. Common examples here include titles of
books such as Green Eges and Ham, titles such as Litle_Bo_Beep, lines from songs
The_Farmer_in_the Dell”, and names of places “Hong Kong_ University.” For these
forms. the underscore is used to emphasize the fact that. although the form
collocational, it does not obey standard rules of compound formation.| Because the




[image: image29.png]5.5.3 Acronyms

Acronyms should be transcribed by using the component letters as a part of a “linked”
form. In compounds. the @l marking is not used. since it would make the acronym
unreadable. Thus. USA is be written as U_S_A. In this case. the first letter is capitalized
in order to mark it as a proper noun. Correspondingly. the acronym “p_j-s" for pajamas is




[image: image30.png]' Acronyms that are not actually spelled out when produced in conversation should be

written as words. Thus UNESCO would be written as Unesco. The capitalization of the
first letter is used to indicate the fact that it is a proper noun. There must be no periods
inside acronyms and titles, because these can be confused with utterance delimiters.



[image: image31.png]9.5.4 Numbers and Titles

Numbers should be written out in words. For example. the number 256 could be
written as “two hundred and fifty six.” “two hundred fifty six.” “two five six.” or “two
fifty six.” depending on how it was pronounced. It is best to use the form “fifty six”
rather than “fifty-six.” because the hyphen is used in CHAT to indicate
morphemicization. If you want to emphasize the fact that a number is a single lexical
item. you can treat it as a compound using the form two+hundred+and+fifty-+six.




[image: image32.png]5.5.7 Assimilations

for

Words such as “gonna™ for “going 0™ and “whynt cha why don't you” involve
complex sound changes, often with assimilations between auxiliaries and the infinitive or
a pronoun. For forms of this type. CHAT allows the transcriber to place the assimilated
form on the main line followed by a fuller form in square brackets, as in the form:

gonna



[image: image33.png]able 5: Exclamations

Meaning

discovery
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tasty. good

CwWow

_amazement
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no
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[image: image38.png]6.1 One Utterance or Many?

Early child language is rich with repetitions. For example. a child may often say the
same word or group of words cight times in a row without changes. The CHAT sysiem
provides mechanisms for coding these repetitions into single utterances. However. at the
carliest stages. it may be misleading to try to compact these multiple attempts into a
le line. Consider five alternative ways of transcribing a series of repeated words.

ption of the words as items in a single utterance. but separated by pro-
sodic delimiter
*CHI: mi -, milk -, milk -, milk.

I'reatment of the words as a series of attempts to repeat the single word:

s as separate utterance:

These five forms of transcription will lead to markedly different analytic outcomes.
Consider the ways in which the five forms will lead to different results in the mlu com-
mand. The first three forms will all be counted as having one utterance with four mor-
phemes for an MLU of 4.0. The fourth form will be counted as having one utterance with
one morpheme for an MLU of 1.0. The fifth form will be counted as having four
utterances each with one morpheme for an MLU of 1.0.

Adnmitiedly. not all analyses depend crucially on the computation of MLU, but prob-
lems with deciding how to compute MLU point to deeper issues in transcription and anal-
vsis. In order to compute MLLU. one has to decide what is a word and what is an utierance
and these are two of the biggest decisions that one has to make when transcribing and
analyzing child language. In this sense. the computation of MLU serves as a
methodological trip wire for the consideration of these two deeper issues. Other analyses.
including lexical. syntactic. and discourse analyses also require that these decisions be
made clearly and consistently. However. because of its conceptual simplicity. the MLU
index places these problems into the sharpest focus.

The first three forms of transcription all make the basic assumption that there is a
le utterance with four morphemes. Given the absence of any clear syntactic relation

sing




[image: image39.png]between the four words. it seems difficult to defend use of this form of transcription.
unless the transeriber explicitly declares that the data should not be used to compute
syntactic and sentential measures.

The fourth form of transcription treats the successive productions of the word “milk”
as repeated attempts to produce a single word. This form of transeription makes sense if
there is clear evidence that the child was having trouble saying the word. If there is no ev-
idence that the word is really a repetition. it would seem best to use the fifth form of tran-
scription. Studies of carly child syntax have emphasized the extent to which the child is
subject to constraints on utterance length (Bloom & Lahey. 1973: Bloom, Lightbown, &
Hood. 1975; Gerken. 1991; Gerken. Landau. & Remez, 1990). However, if one decides
to count all repetitions of single words as full productions. it would scem that one is
overestimating the degree of syntactic integration being achicved by the child. On the
other hand, some rescarchers have argued that treatment of words as separate utterances
in the carliest stages of language acquisition tends to underestimate the level of syntactic
control being achieved by the child (Branigan. 1979 Elbers & Wijnen, 1993).

CLAN provides a partial solution to this dilemma. In cases where the researcher
wants 1o use separate utterances for each word. the commands will treat each utterance as
having a single morpheme. If the fourth form of transcription with repetition marks is
used. the commands will. by default, treat the utterance as having only one morpheme.
However. there is an option that allows the user to override this default and treat each
word as a separate morpheme. This then allows the rescarcher to compute two different
MLU values. The analysis with repetitions excluded could be viewed as the one that
emphasizes syntactic structure and the one with repetitions included could be viewed as
the one that emphasizes productivity measures.

{The example we have been discussing involves a simple case of word repetition. In
other cases. rescarchers may want to group together nonrepeated words for which there is
only partial evidence of syntactic or semantic combination. Consider the contrast between
these next two examples. In the first example. the presence of the conjunction “and™
motivates treatment of the words as a syntactic combination:

*CHI: red, yellow, blue, and white.

"However. without the conjunction, the words are best treated as separate utterances:




[image: image40.png]As the child gets older. the solidification of intonational patterns and syntactic struc-
tures will give the transriber more reason to group words together into utterances and to
code retracings and repetitions as parts of larger utterances.

A somewhat separate but related issue is the treatment of interactional markers and
other “communicators™ such as “yes. well.”™ and “now.” In general. it seems

sure.”



[image: image41.png]best to group these markers together with the utterances to which they are most closely

bound intonationally. However. it only makes sense to do this
contiguous in discourse. Here are some examples:

no, Mommy no go.
no’ Mommy go.
no # Mommy go.

However. in other cases. it makes sense to transcribe “no” by itself:

no
why not?
Mommy go.

if’ the utterances are



[image: image42.png]6.3 Basic Utterance Terminators

The basic CHAT uterance terminators are the period. the question mark. and the
exclamation mark. CHAT requires that there be only one utterance on cach main line. In
order to mark this, each utterance must end with one of these three utterance terminators.
However, a single main line utterance may extend for several computer lines. as in this
example:

*CHI: this.
*MOT: if this is the one you want, you will have to take your
spoon out of the other one.



[image: image43.png]The utterance in this main tier extends for two lines in the computer fil

When it is ne
to continue an utterance on the main tier onto a second line. the second line must

begin with a tab. CLAN is set to expect no more than 2000 characters in cach main line.
dependent tier. or header line.

Period B

A period marks the end of an unmarked (declarative) utterance. Here are some exam-
ples of unmarked utterances:

*SAR: I got cold.
*SAR: pickle.
*SAR: no.

For correct functioning of clan, periods should be eliminated from abbreviations. Thus
“Mrs.” should be written as Mrs and £ 7. should become £+7. Only proper nouns and
the word “I” and its contractions are capitalized. Words that begin sentences are not
capitalized.

Question Mark ?

The question mark indicates the end of a question. A question is an utterance that uses
a wh-question word. subject-verb inversion, or a tag question ending. Here is an example
of'a question:

*FAT: is that a carrot?

The question mark can also be used afier a declarative sentence when it is spoken with
the rising intonation of a question.

Exclamation Point —

An exclamation point marks the end of an imperative or emphatic utterance. Here is
an example of an exclamation:

*MOT: sit down!
If this utterance were to be conveyed with final rising contour. it would instead be:

*MOT: sit down?




[image: image44.png]6.7.1 Simple Events

In addition to the formalized exclamations given in the chapter on words. speakers
produce a wide varicty of sounds such as cries, sneezes, and coughs. These are indicated
in CHAT with the prefix &= in order to produce forms such as &=sneeze and &=yell. In
order o retrieve these forms consistently, we have set up the following standardized
spellings. Other languages can cither use this set or create their own translations of these
terms. Perhaps the most common of these is &~laugh, which can be used to represent all
types of laughs. chuckles, and gig

& belch & hiss & raspbery | & whine
&cough & hum &-roar & whistle
&cryin, & laugh & sneere &-whimper
&gasp & moan & sigh &yawn
&—groan & mumble &-singing &yell
&growl & noise & squeal

&—grunt &—pant

Note that these forms omit the ng”. The exceptions are &=crying and &=singing
which include the ending to emphasize the fact that this is an activity.

It s important to remember that these codes must fully characterize complete local
events. If your intention is to mark that a stretch of words has been mumbled. then you



[image: image45.png]should use the scoped codes discussed in the next chapter. However. if you only wish to
code that some mumbling or singing occurs at a particular point. then you can use this
simpler form.

Simple event forms can also be used to mark actions such as running and reading
When these actions are transitive, they can also take an object: imit. point. and move. For
example. a very common vocalizer is &=imit:motor for an imitation of the sound of a
motor. The table below illustrates this use of compound simple codes.

& imitmotor | &—write & pointcar
& imitplane | & read & pointinose
&-imitlion | & walk:door | & turn:page
& imitbaby | &-run:door & hit:table

&=gestignore | &=slurp &—act:show

& gesunsure | &—drink

&—ges:come &—cat

The object of the &=imit codes indicate the noise source being imitated vocally. The
objects of the &-ges codes indicate the meaning of the gestures being used. The objects
of activities such as &=walk and &-=run indicate the direction or goal of the walking or
running. For actions such as &=slurp and &~cat the code represents the auditory results
of the slurping or cating. The code &-actshow is ofien used in aphasia tests when
subjects are asked 1o act out “touch your nose” or “pick up the pencil.”

Finally. you can compose codes using parts of the body as in &-head:yes to indicate
nodding “yes™ with the head. Some codes of this type include: &—head:yes. &-headino.
&-head 0. &-handsthello, &-eyes:open. &-mouth:open. and
&=mouth

hake.  &=hand:

lose.




[image: image46.png]6.7.2 Complex Local Events

In addition to the restricted set of simple events discussed above. it s possible to use
an open form to simply insert any sort of description of an event on the main line.

Complex Local Event 17 text]

Like the simple local events, these complex local events are assumed to oceur exactly at
the position marked in the text and not to extend over some other events. If the material
is intended as a comment over a longer scope of events. use the form of the scoped
comments given in the next section.
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The third type of local event is the unfilled pause. which takes up a specified duration
of time at the point marked by the code. Pauses that are marked only by silence are coded
on the main line with the symbol #.

Unfilled Pause #

Longer pauses between words can be represented as ## and a very long pause as #

This example illustrates these forms:

*SAR: I don't # know -.
*SAR: ### what do you ### think -?



[image: image48.png]6.8 Special Utterance Terminators

In addition to the three basic utterance terminators. CHAT provides a series of more
complex utterance terminators to mark various special functions. These special
terminators all begin with the + symbol and end with one of the three basic utterance
terminators.

Trailing Off .

The trailing off or incompletion marker is the terminator for an incomplete, but not
interrupted. utterance. Trailing off occurs when speakers shift attention away from what



[image: image49.png]they are saying, sometimes even forgetting what they were going o say. Usually the
twaling off is followed by a pause in the comversation. Afer this Iul, the speaker may
continue with another utterance or a new speaker may produce the next witerance. Here is
an example of an uncompleted utterance:

ssam:  emells good snough for +...
YRR wmar i mat

IF the speaker does not really et a chance (© trail off before being interrupted by
another spealker, then use the interruption marker +/ rther than the incompletion symbol
Do not use the incompletion masker 1o indicate either simple pausing £, repetition [, or
retracing (/] Note that utirance fragments coded in this way wil be counted s
complete uterances for analyses such as MLU, VLT, and CHAIN. If your intention is
10 avoid treating these fragments as complete uterances, then you should use the symbol
) discussed later

Teaili

12 O of a Question.

I the utterance that is being trailed off has the shape of a question, then this symbol
should be used.

With Excl

Ques

When a question is produced with sreat amazement or puzzlement, it can be coded
using this symbol. The utteance s understood o constitute a question syntactically and
pragmatically, but an exclamation intonationally

Interrupt .
“This symbol is used for an utterance that is incomplete because one speaker is
interrupted by another speaker. Here is an example of an interruption

what ata you +/.
oy
i your spoen.




[image: image50.png]Some researchers may wish to distinguish between an invited interruption and an
uninvited interruption. An invited interruption may occur when one speaker is prompting
his addresses to complete the uterance. This should be marked by the ++ symbol for
other-completion, which is given later. Uninvited interruptions should be coded with the
symbol +/. at the end of the utterance. An advantage of using +/. instead of +. is thy
programs like MLU are able to picce together the 1o Sepments and treat it s 4 single
terance when o segment with +/ 15 folowed by , on the next wterance.

Interruy

1 Ques





[image: image51.png]I the tterance that is beir
should be used.

interrupted has the shape of a question, then this symbol

il

carchers wish to be able to distinguish between incompletions involving &
uaiing off end incompletions involving an actual  self-nterruption. When an
incompletion is not followed by further material from the same speaker, the + symbol
should always be slected. However, when the speaker breaks off an utterance and starts
up another,the +/. symbol can be used, as in this example:

ssam:  emells good snough for +//.
YRR wmar i mat

There i no hard and fast way of distinguishing cases of tailing off from self-interrup-
tion. For this reason, some researchers prefer (o avoid making the distinction
Researchers who wish 0 avoid making the distinction should use only the -+ symbol.

s

aterrupted Question e

I the utterance being self-interrupted s a question, you can use the +/7 symbol

Quotation an Next Line — .

During story reading and similar activitis, a great deal of talk may involve direct
quotation. T order to mark o this material as quoted. a special symbol can be used, a5 in
the following example:

fCHI:  and then the 1ittle bear satd +v/.
GCHI, 3 plsase give me 311 oF your honsy.
‘ot e Beven &I carey You on my Back.

The use of the +"/. symbol is linked to the use of the +* symbol. Breaking up quoted
materialin this way allows us to maintain the rule that each Separate uterance should be.
on a separate line. This form of notation is only used when the material being quoted is &
complete clause o sentence. I is not nceded when single words are being quoted in
noncomplement posiion. I those cases the [*] symbol can be used. Note that, from the
viewpoint of syntactic analysi, the frst line n the previous example is not a complete
uterance, because the complement s contained in the material quoted on the following.
lines




[image: image52.png]Quotation Precedes .

“This symbol is used when the material being directly quoted precedes the main
clause, os n the following exmple:

tCHI:  +* please give me all of your honsy.
=S S ey e



[image: image53.png]6.9  Utterance Linkers

“There is another set of symbols that can be used to mark other aspects of the ways in
which utterences link together into turns and discourse. These symbols are ot uttrence.
ferminators, but utterance initiators, or rather “linkers ™ They indicate various ways in
which an utterance fts in with an earler uterance. Each of these symmbols begins with the.
+ sign.

Quoted Utter

“This symmbol is used in conjunction with the +°. and " symbols discussed carlier. It
is placed at the beginning of an utterance that is being directy quoted.

Quick Uptake a

Sometimes an uterance of one speaker follows quickly on the heels of the last
uterance of the preceding speaker without the customary short pause between uttrances.
An example of this is

Mo why atd you gor
RS e



[image: image54.png]Self-Completion

“The symbol +, can be used at the beginning of & main ter line to mark the completion
of an utterance affer an interruption. In the following example, it marks the completion of
an uterance by CHI afler interruption by EXP. Note that the incompleted utterance must
be terminated with the incompletion marker

cun, om0 after the tower +
D yeah.
“can 30T go straight ahssd.

Other-Completi .




[image: image55.png]A variant form of the +, symbol is the ++ symbol which marks “latching™ or the com-
pletion of another speakers tterance, a i the following example

SEEL. 1 3111 had Koo 4.
SRR M4 e woula have coma.
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Paralinguistic events, such as “coughing.”  or “yelling” can be marked by
using square brackets, the =! symbol, a space, and then text deseribing the cvent.

“CHI.  that's mine (-1 criss).

This means that the child cries while sayi
throughout,the transcription would be:

the word “mine If the child cries

“cHI,  <that's mines (-1 criss).

I order 0 indicate rying with no particular vocalizaion, you can use the 0 symbol, 3 in
this example:



[image: image57.png]*CHI: 0 [-! crying].



[image: image58.png]Stressing. [

“This symbol can be used without accompanying angle brackets to indicate that the
preceding word i stressed. The angle brackets can also mark the stresing of a sring of
Words,as in this example

XOT Billy, would you please <take your shoss offs [1].

Contrastive Stressing — I

“This symbol can be used without accompanying angle brackets o indicate that the
preceding word s contrasively stessed. If a whole string of words is contrastively
Stressed,they should be enclosed in angle brackes.



[image: image59.png]7.3 Explanations and Alternatives

Explan

3 = text]

“This symbol is used for brief explanations on the text tier. This symbo is helpful for
Specifying the deictc identity of objects and people

XOT dom't look in there (- closet]!
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Earlier we discussed the use of a variety of nonstandard forms such a5 “gonna” and
“hafta”" In order for MOR to morphemicize such words, the transcriber can use @
replacement symbol that allows clan to substitute a morphemicized form for the form ac-
wally produced. Here is an example.

tBER when ya gomna [ going to] stop doin(g) that?
“CH,  Whmmcha (s why don't Youl Just be quistt



[image: image61.png]1= text]

Sometimes it is dificult to choose between two possible transeriptions for a word or
‘eroup of words. In that case an altemative transeription can be indicated i this vy

“CHT.  we want <oms or two> [-? cme too].



[image: image62.png]Comment on Main Line 1% text]

Instead of placing comument material on a separate %scom line, it is possible o place
commens direetly on the main line using the % symbol in brackets Here s an example.
of this usage

“CHI, 1 really wish you wouldn't % said with strong raising
of cyebrows] db that.



[image: image63.png]Quotation Mark I

“This symbol marks & metalinguistic reference to a word of phease. The metalinguistic
reference must be surrounded by angle brackets, i it is more than a single word long.
Here i an example of is use:

SMAR: what does “unca banana> ] mean?

“This symbol is not ntended for use in marking complete direet quotations. When a
Speaker cites a whole uiterance from some other speaker as quoted, use the +*/. and +”
symbols.

Best Guess It

Often audiotapes are hard to hear because of interference from room noise, recorder
malfunction, vocal qualities, and so forth. Nonetheless, transcribers may think that,
throush the noise, they can fecogaize whal is being said There i some residual uncer-
tainty about this “best guess " This symbol marks this in relaton to the single preceding.
word orthe previous group of words enclosed in angle brackets.

oA, Teant s frog (1.

i this example, the word that is unclear i “frog ™ In general, when there is @ symbol
in square bracketsthat takes scoping and there are o preceding angle brackets, then the.
single preceding word is the scope When more than one word s unclear, you can
Surround the unclear portion in angle brackets as in the following example:

“sam:  <gotng mway with my momy> (71 7



[image: image64.png]7.4 Retracing and Overlap

Overlap Follows Bl

Dusing the course of @ conversation, speakers often talk at the same time.
Transeribing these interactions can be trying This and the following two symbols are
desizned to help sort out this diicult transcription task. The “overlap follows” symbol
indicates that the text enclosed in angle brackets s being said at the same time 4s the.
following speaker's bracketed speech. They are tlking at the same time. This code must

b used in combination with the "overlap precedes” symbol, as in his example:
XOT o § sarah # you have to <stop doing thats (3] |
AR:  chommy T don't like thiss (<1
YR i iemasey.

Using these overlap indicators does ot preclude making a visual indication of
overlap n the following way

5o # Sarah # you have to <stop doing thats (>] 1
Shizmmy T Bem 11k thies (4.

it 1 nasty.

CLAN ignores the seres of spaces, treating them as if they were a single space.

Overlap Precedes —

The “overlsp precedes symbol indicates that the text enclosed in angle brackets is
being said at the same time 15 the preceding speaker’s bracketed specch. This code must
be used in combination with the “overlap follows™ symbol. Sometimes several overlaps
oceur in o single sentence. I is then necessary 10 use nummbers to identiy these overlaps,
asin this example:

“sa:  and the <dgzy was> [>1) really cute and
£¥chad to gov [32] ineo bed.
Mo ey don't Yo' [<1) 7

NOT naybe we soulds (<21-



[image: image65.png]Overlap Follows and Precedes  <text> [<>]

“This symbol indicates that the text enclosed in
the bracketed speech of the following speaker and by the bracketed utterance of the.
preceding speaker. It must be used i conjunction with the previous two symbols o

indicste the overlapped uterances of more than two speakers. The three symbols, used
together, would look like this

brackets is being overlapped by

well then § four +/.

hey it

you wers cosareds (51

E i )

1.1 saemit really seared.




[image: image66.png]Retracing Without Correction  [/]

Often speakers repeat words or even whole phrases (Goldman-Eisler, 1968,
MacWhinney & Osser, 1977). The [/] symbol is used in those cases when a speaker



[image: image67.png]‘begins to say something, stops and then repeats the earlier material without change. The
material being retraced is cnclosed in angle brackets. IF there sre no angle brackets,
CLAN assumes that only the preceding word s being repeated. In 4 retracng without
correction, it is necessarily the case that the materal in angle brickets is the same as the
material immeditely following the [] symbol. Here s an example of this

“BET <I wanteds /] T wanted to tnvite Margte.

IF there are pauses and fllers between the initial material and the retracing, they should
e placed afte the retracing symbol, as i

EAE A6 ) fm f A6's (/) 1ts like § 2 um f dog.

‘When a word or group of words is repeated several times with no fllers, all of the rep-
ettions except for the last areplaced into a single etracing, s n this example

CER ctb's 1t's 1t'es [/ 16's 1ike § 2 wm § dog.



[image: image68.png]Retracing With Correct 1

“This symbol is used when 4 speaker stars 0 say something, s10ps, repeats the basic
phase, changes the syntax but maintans the same idea. Usually, the correction moves.
closer 1o the standard form, but sometimes it moves away from it The material being.
retraced is enclosed in angle brackets If there are no angle brackes, CLAN assumes that
only the preceding word is being retraced. In retracing with correction, it s necessarily
true that the material in the angle brackets is different from what follows the retracing.
symbol. Here i an example of this:

“BET.  <f wanted> [//) ub I thought T wanted to invite Margle.



[image: image69.png]A

ier Soact:

“This ter describes the actions of the speaker or the listener. Here is an example of
text accompanied by the speskers actions:

+0s. 1 do 1t
R0t runs to oy box

“The 9%act tier can also be used in conjunction with the 0 symbol when actions are
performed i place of speaking:

waons 0,
R0t iicks the ball

“This could also be coded as

“3D3: 0 [Ract: Kicks the balll.



[image: image70.png]ituational Tier s

“This tier deseribes situational information relevant only to the uterance. There is also.
tustion header. Siuationsl comments that relate more broadly to the file as @
whole or to.a mgjor secion of the file should be placed in a @Situation header.

=B, what thate
LEVE: vosteo woofeo.
RE1es dog 10 bavking



[image: image71.png]10.1  Code-Switching and Voice-Switching



[image: image72.png]‘The languages spoken by the various participants can be noted with the @Lan-
uze of XXX header tier

Individusl words may be identified with the @s terminator to_indicate their
Second language status. The exact identity of the second language can be coded as
needed. For example, words n French could be noted as @F and words in German
as @ In the limiting case, it would be possible (0 mark every single word in a
French-German bilingual transcript s either @F o @s. OF course, doing this
would be tedious, but it would provide a complete key for eventul retreval and
study.





