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PROGRAM

AIMS
Analysis of semantic approaches in the English Language. Study of lexical relations and sentence relations. Meaning and Truth. Meaning, thought, and the concrete world.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

1) Difficulties in determining the scope of semantic studies;

2) Meaning, thought and reality;

3) Sentence relations and Truth in semantic description;
4) Sinonymy, antonymy, lexical relations;
5) Lexical analysis, grammaticality;
6) Verb system in English;
7) Aspect, modality, thematic roles and relations
8) Voice
9) Metaphor, Metonymy, Image schemas, Containment, Polysemy
METHODOLOGY
· Lectures, discussion of theoretical assumptions, workshops; 
· Discussion of readings assigned

· Discussion and preparation of exercises in class carried out individually and in groups;

· Activities in class and at home.
ASSESSMENT

Students will be assessed on the following basis:
(i)       Students are expected to complete reading and writing assignments. Completion of the assignments includes the ability to discuss and/or write about the readings in and out of class. 

(ii)      Students' knowledge and interpretation of the readings and lectures will be assessed by  class activities (pairs or 3s, maximum mark  = 1,0 each), two minor assignments  (in pairs, tentative dates: March 30th and May 04th, maximum mark = 3,0 each), one class presentation (groups, maximum mark = 5,0) one major assignment  (individual, tentative date June 15th ,  maximum mark = 7,0) . Obs.:  Slide show for class presentation to be submitted up to the Monday immediately before (punctuality = up to 1,0/5,0) .
	Assessment activity
	Maximum mark
	Total

	Class activities
	1,0 each
	2,0

	Minor assignments:  March 30th,  May 04th
	3,0 each
	6,0

	Class presentation
	5,0
	5,0

	Major assignment,  June 15th (‘substitutiva’ June 29th )
	7,0
	7,0

	Overall total
	------
	20,0
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

	
	WEEK
	TOPICS
	READINGS ASSIGNED FOR FOLLOWING CLASS

	1
	Feb 17
	What is semantics? Why study semantics?

How may semantic studies contribute with foreign language learning? 
	http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/compositionality/; Peter Pagin, Stockholm University; Dag Westerståhl,  University of Gothenburg : http://home.hib.no/prosjekter/easllc2012/docs/westerstahl/2010Compass1.pdf

	2
	Feb 23rd 
	Compositionality.
Names and words.


	http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/compositionality/; Peter Pagin, Stockholm University; Dag Westerståhl,  University of Gothenburg : http://home.hib.no/prosjekter/easllc2012/docs/westerstahl/2010Compass1.pdf; Peter Pagin, Stockholm University; Dag Westerståhl,  University of Gothenburg : http://home.hib.no/prosjekter/easllc2012/docs/westerstahl/2010Compass2.pdf;

	3
	Mar 02nd

	Names for individuals and kinds.
Introduction to History & intenton
	Paul Bloom, Department of Psychology, University of Arizona: http://minddevlab.yale.edu/sites/default/files/files/Intention%2C%20history%2C%20and%20artifact%20concepts.pdf;  

Paul Elbourne, Department of Linguistics,  Queen Mary, University of London :  PDF  “Definitions” 

	3
	Mar 09th

	Names for individuals and kinds. 
History, intention, arts & artifacts
	Complementary reading: (BOOK) Paul Elbourne, Situations and Individuals http://semantics.uchicago.edu/kennedy/classes/s08/semantics2/elbourne05.pdf


	4
	Mar 16th
	Natural things, artifacts and art; 

interlanguage issues (presentation)
	Harry Frankfurt, Princeton University, On Bullshit: http://www.stoa.org.uk/topics/bullshit/pdf/on-bullshit.pdf
Using a Thesaurus: http://www.thesaurus.com/features/howtousethesaurus.html
Practical articles about dictionaries and dictionary use: http://www.thesaurus.com/features

	
	March 23st
	Semana Santa – no class

	5
	March 30th
	Wrapping up investigation of word meanings: How do words get their meanings? The birth of a language.  Minor assignment 1

	6
	Apr 06th
	Comments on Minor Assignment 1

How to define an abstract concept – an attempt

Thesaurus:  how to make good use of it
	Adrienne Lehrer, The influence of semantic field on semantic change. Mouton de Gruyter, Berlin, New York, Amsterdam.

http://alehrer.faculty.arizona.edu/sites/alehrer.faculty.arizona.edu/files/Semantic%20fields%20and%20change.pdf


	7
	Apr 13th
	Semantic field 
	Erik-Jan Smits, University of Groningen;  Tom Roeper, University of Massachusetts, Amherst;  Bart Hollebrandse, University of Groningen,  Children’s ambiguous understanding of weak and strong quantifiers: http://septentrio.uit.no/index.php/nordlyd/article/viewFile/129/119
Martin Hackl's work on "most" versus "more than half": http://semantics.uchicago.edu/kennedy/classes/s09/experimentalsemantics/hackl09.pdf

	8
	Apr 20th
	Meaning and grammar (1)

Quantification
	Youri Zabbal, Boston University: http://www.bu.edu/linguistics/UG/course/lx502/_docs/lx502-implicatures.pdf
Wayne Davis, Philosophy, Georgetown University: http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/implicature/
About.com: http://grammar.about.com/od/c/g/conversationalimplicatureterm.htm

	9
	April 27th

	Meaning and grammar (2):

Sentence semantics: Conversational implicatures 
	Ray Jennings, Simon Fraser University; Andrew Hartline, Simon Fraser University article on disjunction in the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy: http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/disjunction/


	10
	May 04th
	Wrapping up investigation of semantic field, meaning and grammar, and conversational implicatures.  Minor assignment 2

	11
	May 11th
	Meaning and grammar (3)

Sentence connectives: the puzzling properties of or. 

Sentence semantics: an overview

Meaning and thought:

Women, fire, and other dangerous things
	How to mind map (an introductory course):

http://thinkbuzan.com/how-to-mind-map/

	12
	May 18th
	Class presentations 1: Practical contributions from Corpora Studies
	Using http://www.slideshare.net/  (or similar) is strongly recommended

Groups to be scheduled  and announced.

	13
	May 25th
	Class presentations 2: Meaning, thought and reality (how categories influence thinking, stereotypes, and so on)
	Using http://www.slideshare.net/  (or similar) is strongly recommended

Groups to be scheduled  and announced.

	14
	Jun 01st
	Class presentations 3: Theoretical  approaches (1): interface with practice (e.g.: metaphor, metonymy, mind mapping, etc.)
	Using http://www.slideshare.net/  (or similar) is strongly recommended

Groups to be scheduled  and announced.

	15
	Jun 08th 
	Deadline for having groups’ slides available to the whole class. / Question-based review

	16
	Jun 15th
	Semantics: Theoretical and practical aspects. Major assignment

	17
	Jun 22nd
	No class. Partial results.

	18
	Jun 
29th 
	Prova substitutiva (Major Assignment/Minor assignment) 



