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“We are still rebels”

The challenge of popular history in Bolivarian Venezuela
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(forthcoming in: David Smile and Daniel Hellinger, eds. Participation and the Public Sphere in Venezuela’s Bolivarian Democracy.  Durham: Duke University Press.)
On 2 April 2005 voters in the 23 de enero neighborhood in downtown Caracas took to the polls to participate in an historic election. Over two dozen candidates representing a wide variety of local groups, linked nevertheless in shared support of President Hugo Chávez, sought to consolidate a single slate of pro-government forces ahead of nationwide neighborhood elections scheduled for August. At first glance these local level primaries, unique in Venezuela,
 highlighted the gains of grassroots activism under Chávez. Indeed since first taking office in 1999, Chávez’s calls to consolidate poder popular – popular power – by promoting grassroots participation in the democratic process had remained a common discursive thread. But beyond a dynamic electoral agenda including six nationwide referenda in six years, concrete signs of how “participative democracy” might in fact be consolidated on the ground remained scarce. In this context, promoting organic community leadership through local-level primary elections lent credibility to what had largely remained a whim.

Yet a closer look reveals more about the limits than the possibilities of popular power under Chávez. Indeed primaries in the 23 de enero reflected long simmering tensions between national chavista parties and “Electoral Battle Units” (UBEs), which emerged in June 2004 after anti-chavistas mounted a successful signature drive demanding a recall referendum against the President . By August, UBEs and their grassroots get-out-the-vote campaign helped score a referendum victory for Chávez. In October, they would secure another victory, helping Chávez-backed candidates sweep regional elections.
. That the referendum took place at all reflected the failure of chavista parties to convince voters against calling for the vote. Ironically Chávez himself secured their defeat, long railing against bureaucracy and elitism in political parties of old, but in the process mining the credibility of political parties at large, including his own. By contrast, UBEs functioned as five to ten person committees designed to mobilize voters at the most local level by bypassing party bureaucracy 
These various successes pitted locally-based UBEs against national chavista parties as the legitimate interlocutors of popular power.  Unsurprisingly, that contest came to a head in the run up to local elections in 2005. Along the way UBE members were barred from state media, denied electoral resources, and prohibited from running as official chavista candidates. In response, UBEs and other neighborhood groups in the 23 de enero formed “electoral committees” to conduct independent primaries . Once held, the winning candidates created FUP23 (United Popular Front 23 de enero) as an electoral vehicle to run in the August elections, eventually coming third in the neighborhood behind the officially sanctioned chavista party and the Communist Party, both with national reach.  Days later, FUP23 candidates staged a protest at the doors of the National Electoral Council to denounce the pressures to which they had been subject throughout the campaign process.

This chapter examines the genesis of political dissent among urban popular sectors otherwise identified with chavismo. Indeed, as a grassroots challenge to a political project ostensibly aimed at bolstering grassroots participation, the primaries were certainly remarkable; that they took place in the 23 de enero was even more striking. An amalgam of 1950s-era superblocks and densely packed squatter settlements, “el 23” – as the neighborhood is widely known – has long been considered one the staunchest bases of urban popular support for Chávez, the kind journalists use words like “bastion,” “stronghold,” and “hard core” to describe 
 ADDIN EN.CITE 

. It is here where Chávez comes to cast ballots amid enthusiastic crowds. Several of the programs that would become highly popular misiones were piloted in el 23.
  And election returns from nationwide contests consistently locate el 23 as one of the three major areas of electoral support in Caracas for Chávez and pro-government candidates.
 But as the primaries reflect, alongside these expressions of support also arise direct challenges to the hegemony of chavismo. In October 2004, when the newly-elected chavista mayor of Caracas announced his choice for jefe civil, local groups staged an insurrection and installed their own appointee. Earlier, armed groups disenchanted with what they regarded as the government’s inability to confront the opposition government of Caracas, coordinated an assault against city police, forcing Chávez to distance his government from what he referred to as “anarchic groups” in el 23 .

What accounts for these conflicting currents of loyalty and disloyalty in the heart of chavismo? How do we make sense of these wide ranging expressions of local autonomy, from primary elections to armed conflict?  What influences shape popular understandings of the limits and possibilities of revolutionary change in Venezuela? And what are the contours of what Sujatha Fernandes 
. In Latin America, two decades of research have exposed the fraught nature of revolutionary dynamics, more often marked by the push and pull of local and national sectors than by the design of central leaders and parties, characterized more by everyday claims to rights and citizenship than by disputes over material interests and resources  has called “critical social movements,” neither independent from nor beholden to Chávez?  To be sure, internal tensions are common among movements struggling to consolidate transitions from one regime type to the next 

. 

Yet as Smilde and Hellinger note in their introduction to this volume, the relationship between urban popular sectors and the Bolivarian project continues to be seen primarily in terms of Chávez’s enduring leadership, based in turn on emotional links and the distribution of goods and services .
.
 In either case, assessments of popular sectors’ political culture seem again and again to derive from top-down and structural analyses that leave local trajectories of organizing and mobilization unexamined, thereby marginalizing the complex and contradictory ways in which popular sectors engage with the Bolivarian revolution.  As Daniel Levine has noted, “The protest cycle of the last decade or so draws on a long, and as yet, for the most part, unwritten history of organization, communication, and the articulation of positions. New groups and informal networks were created, whose continuing social presence shaped new issues, and served as points of attraction that elicited citizen interest, gave experience in common action, and nurtured activism on a small scale” . Those taking a longer view point to Venezuela’s economic downturns of the 1980s and the ensuing disenchantment with a once-famed pactist system to suggest that popular sectors are what drive chavismo’s most radical tendencies 
This chapter traces patterns of local activism in el 23 before both the onset of economic crisis in the 1980s and the rise of Hugo Chávez in the 1990s. It mines this period for clues about how urban popular sectors came to understand their relationship with the state.  The chapter begins with an examination of the founding of this neighborhood in the 1950s, locating the genesis of its long fraught relationship with the Venezuelan state to its paradoxical position as both a symbol of support and a locus of opposition. It then traces a process of activism that oscillated between a 1960s-era of violent political conflict seeking to undermine the state, and a 1970s era of community activism aimed at perfecting the democratic regime.  When these strands converged in the 1980s, they would expose a political practice coupling liberal ends and radical means, currents that continue to shape the multiplicity of political expressions active in el 23. A final section reflects upon the challenge that these popular histories pose to a political project aimed at consolidating a “complete break with the past,” in the process marginalizing local traditions of struggle and giving rise to tensions well expressed in the caption of a local placard: with or without revolution, “Seguimos siendo rebeldes” (we are still rebels).

Founding Paradoxes in the 23 de enero
In December 1955 General Marcos Pérez Jiménez, who had cemented dictatorial rule three years earlier, inaugurated Venezuela’s largest public housing project in downtown Caracas 
.  But the neighborhood was meant to house more than people. It also symbolized the promise of Pérez Jiménez’s “New National Ideal,” his vision of a modern, urban nation built on the foundations of massive public works projects .  In its first phase it consisted of thirty five rectangular monoliths, eleven of them as high as 15 stories, built to accommodate 15,000 residents 

.  Indeed, rural migration flows going back to the mid 1920s, coupled with grandly conceived but poorly implemented urbanization policies in the 1930s and 1940s .  
.  In order to score “another conquest in the state’s program of social action in favor of the least favored classes,” according to Villanueva, ranchos “had to disappear” .  But more importantly for the dictatorship, according to its principal urbanist Carlos Raúl Villanueva, was that the proliferation of ranchos “in the face of Caracas’s steady growth, seemed like an implacable indictment.” Indeed, “housing construction in these sectors [had] been completely anarchic and in many cases clandestine,” amounting to an imminent “threat” against “society,” “the individual,” and the “aesthetic” integrity of all public works projects planned for Caracas within the soon to emerge New National Ideal .  The figure represented 25 percent of Caracas households.  It also marked a two-fold increase from just nine years previous , contrived by 1950 to generate over 28,000 “miserable ranchos” in and around Caracas hillsides, “generally [consisting of] one cardboard-walled room, wooden planks and a zinc roof” 
And they did, in a “battle against ranchos” officially announced in 1951 ; their working class inhabitants symbols of its popular foundations. Located within sight of the presidential palace, defense ministry, and Congress, the blocks formed a symbolic axis reflecting Pérez Jiménez’s control over society’s principal elements.    
.  In naming the neighborhood the 2 de diciembre, the 1952 birth date of his dictatorship, Pérez Jiménez confirmed what its unparalleled dimensions suggested: the superblocks were the “material expression” of perezjimenismo .  By 1957 the finished project would grow to encompass 78 buildings, including 38 fifteen-story “superblocks.” All told the new neighborhood was capable of housing nearly 70,000 people .  In the area that would become the 23 de enero, Pérez Jiménez consigned ten barrios for demolition, making use of a 1947 law enabling expropriation “in areas considered essential for the security or defense of the Nation.”
 In the construction frenzy that one historian has aptly named “the bulldozer years,” homogenizing the problem served a strategic purpose: it made possible finding homogenous solutions that could be implemented quickly and prominently to effect a decisive victory. The superblocks well fit these needs.  Introduced in 1951, in concept the blocks consisted of free-standing Unidades Vecinales equipped with terraced duplex apartments, roof-top walkways and greeneries, and collective services at both roof level and on the first floor 
But the dictatorship’s swift and uncompromising attacks on ranchos had established a matrix of confrontation that closed off dialogue with the state, thus channeling even mild discord towards an only option of resistance. For instance in clearing the terrain for the 2 de diciembre, demolition teams had made no distinction between ranchos and “well-constituted and traditional” barrios.
  In turn, residents forced to move to the 2 de diciembre development faced their relocation in various ways.  For some, especially recent arrivals to Caracas, the move represented as Pérez Jiménez had intended, a marked improvement over their standards of living. For others, primarily among those who witnessed their long time communities razed to make way for densely packed superblocks, forcible relocation generated predictable discontent. In both cases, the common thread was common experiences of community life forged around both revendicative and clandestine political activity in their barrios.  This camaraderie and its attendant organizing networks persisted and at times grew stronger in the 2 de diciembre, as entire neighborhoods were moved en masse, often to the same building, sometimes to the same floor. 
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(left) 30 April 1949, inaugural issue of Laberinto, an independent bi-weekly broadside published in the Tiro al Blanco sector in northern Caracas.  On the front page, in what would become a standard feature, was a description of the community’s basic needs, water constituting an early lack.  Other sections included a serial murder-mystery novel, a “literary segment” featuring poetry, birthday announcements, a “muchachas del barrio” feature showcasing an interview with a local female youth. (right) 14 May 1949 issue. Laberinto illustrates the associative networks that underlay community activism in urban popular sectors later forced to relocate to the superblocks.  In 1955, Tiro al Blanco became the first neighborhood razed to relocate its residents to the just completed 2 de diciembre. Courtesy Mr. Juan Martinez. 

Still, expropriations and adjudications remained a major source of disaffection towards the state.  During its construction between 1954 and 1957, work on the 2 de diciembre took place in six-month cycles. From December to May construction slowed almost to standstill before commencing again at breakneck speed around June.   On one hand this peculiar practice made possible, indeed necessary, record-setting rates of construction.
 On the other hand, it meant that all work – from evictions, to temporary relocation, to leveling, to construction, to adjudication of new housing – took place simultaneously. The resulting bottlenecks in expropriations and adjudications were a tinder box of bitterness, as many forced from their homes in June were further forced to wait months beyond December to return to what the regime had billed as “paradise lost”  even as new apartments sat vacant.
  In the fourth trimester of 1957, so as to accommodate the third, final, and largest phase of the 2 de diciembre, expropriations spiked 500 percent, marking an unprecedented rise that translated into unparalleled social frustration. 

This simmering frustration in late 1957 coincided with mounting pressures from both military and civilian sectors for Pérez Jiménez to resign.  Yet by the time authorities understood the unintended consequences of their hasty urbanization agenda there was little room for a selective response, leading instead to broad militarization of the neighborhood beginning in December 1957. Far from neutralizing clandestine political work, the government’s response worked to expand networks of solidarity among residents, fueling the kind of key urban support for the struggle for Venezuelan democracy that would prove vital in lending it popular legitimacy when it came in the form of a military coup on 23 January 1958.  Within days, the 2 de diciembre “went from being a symbol of the dictatorship to a symbol of the democratic victory against it” . Wrote one paper, “The fury unleashed upon residents of that populous neighborhood,” alongside the final demise of Pérez Jiménez, “… gave rise to a proposal asking the Junta de Gobierno to change the name of the from 2 de diciembre to 23 de enero.”
  Renamed the 23 de enero, it would again honor both popular strength and the promise of a republican ideal, only this time at the service of a new liberal democratic order. And just as it had during the dictatorship, a tense interplay between conflict and support marked the state’s relationship with its namesake community.
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(left) The newly completed 2 de diciembre superblocks, meant to provide modern, low-income housing for Caracas’s slum population. (Photo in Fraser 2000, 117).  (right) 23 January 1958, with the superblocks in the background, a crowd gathers in front of the presidential palace following the overthrow of Marcos Perez Jimenez. The Defense Ministry stood atop the small hill behind the church.  (Photo in Coronil 1997, 203). 

[image: image5.jpg]



Map of the 23 de enero parish and its subdivisions.  Alcaldia de Caracas, 2002. 

“La Pelea Era Brava”: The Ambiguous Politics of Radicalism, 1960s

In the wake of Pérez Jiménez’s ouster, political elites sought to consolidate democratic order by opening spaces for dissent but under carefully crafted rules of consensus building. Moving away from the zero-sum politics that had doomed earlier efforts at democratization, political, military, clerical, and labor leaders agreed to what Fernando Coronil has referred to as an “agreement to make pacts,” steering economic and political incentives to opposition seen as legitimate through a well-oiled institutional apparatus . Meanwhile opposition considered illegitimate faced marginalization and punishment. The result was a system highly efficient at managing conflict from within but highly inefficient at handling conflict from without, resulting in party splits and guerrilla conflict that would shape Venezuela’s political landscape for much of the 1960s.

In el 23, the tension between conflict and consensus that underlay Venezuela’s political system during the years of democratic transition would find expression in a seeming paradox: while electoral support increased for the nascent democratic regime, violent opposition also found a strong and lasting base.  The roots of this tension lay in what residents recall as the National Guard’s “occupation” during the government of Rómulo Betancourt (1958-63), which would gave shape to an undercurrent of radical political action in the neighborhood.  The occupation responded to urban guerrilla activity during the transition to democracy, creating a climate of intense conflict in el 23.  Period headlines give sense of the violence: “The 23 de enero … gunned down,” “1500 National Guardsmen and Political Police Agents Assault the 23 de enero,” “Unrest all day in the 23 de enero: 6 dead, 40 wounded,” “Disorder in the 23 de enero…”
  Because it was set against the backdrop of the consolidation of democracy, the militarization of a neighborhood sector ironically named after democracy’s founding date seemed all the more striking. Indeed, these contradictions and the violence that characterized them were not lost on residents, even among those who professed partisanship to the parties then in power, AD and COPEI, respectively.  One AD militant heavily criticized Betancourt and the difficulties his administration’s record in el 23 created in the campaign for his eventual successor, Raúl Leoni.
  Still, voter rolls in el 23 grew during the elections of 1963, 1968, and 1973, even if not apace with national levels, as did preferences for the bipartisan system .  What accounts for this apparent contradiction, and how deep did popular support for representative democracy and its leading parties run in practice?

Testimonies offer partial answers.  First, as the 1960s insurgency settled into stalemate after any real chance of victory crumbled by mid-decade, popular support faded for radical leftism while it increased for the bipartisan system.  Electoral statistics, insurgent leader memoirs, and institutional analyses of Venezuela’s party system sustain this long-held view in the literature.
  But local testimonies offer new insight into the troubled context in which this process took place at the base, suggesting that just correlating the unfeasibility of guerrillas’ military objectives with waning urban popular support offers an incomplete view.  For example, AD militants in el 23 point to a kind of pathological aversion to communism in barrios.  Ramon López, an AD militant since the 1940s and among the first residents of the 2 de diciembre neighborhood, notes that “AD always had more support than the communists. No one liked the communists.  Do you know why no one like them, why the people never liked the communists? … because they have that vision, of communism, what they do is kill people to take over their stuff, that’s a vision that’s been created, from Russia to Venezuela.”
 

Yet this political-culture analysis underestimates the lasting influence of Communist Party (PCV) organizing against the dictatorship among urban popular sectors like those resettled in el 23 .  Indeed despite its exclusion from the pacted system that shaped representative democracy after 1958, the PCV was well represented in the Caracas congressional delegation elected that year, including one envoy – Eloy Torres – from el 23, who in 1962 would go on to participate in a failed coup against the government of Rómulo Betancourt. Through its weekly organ, Tribuna Popular, the PCV also targeted el 23 as a source of support, publishing a weekly column under the title “En el 23 de enero” about social and political goings-on in el 23 throughout 1958 and 1959.
  In 1960 it expanded its column to include all barrios of Caracas.
  Between 1962 and 1969 Tribuna Popular was banned as part of the counter-insurgency campaign waged during the administration of Raul Leóni (AD).  When it was again legalized, Tribuna Popular continued its column on el 23, this time under the title “Tribuna del 23.”
  Meanwhile Eloy Torres and his wife Carmen would continue to participate prominently in the social and political life of Venezuela in general and their neighborhood in particular.  While Eloy would go on to help found the Movimiento al Socialismo party in 1971, Carmen dedicated herself to bringing material benefits to el 23 in the form of  health centers and forming women’s action committees to solicit gas and telephone service.
  

Torres’s partisan affiliation let slip another problem with a strict political-culture analysis applied in el 23. Grouping 1960s guerrilla movements as Communist overlooks the insurgency’s ideological fault lines, which were linked under a socialist banner that proved too tenuous to assimilate the state’s increasingly effective military campaigns. What complicated the picture was the high representation of disenchanted AD militants in the ranks of the insurgency.  In fact, it was generational and ideological fissures within AD that fueled three well-documented splits in the party between 1958 and 1968.  Each break led to creation of new, more militant factions that promoted guerrilla warfare against a system by which they felt betrayed as socialists.  In this context, while all insurgents believed that the social democracy Betancourt promoted after 1958 was neither socialist nor democratic, their struggle was marked more by doctrinal debates regarding the contours of real democratic socialism than by plotting the task of wresting political power in the soviet or Cuban style.  The result was a series of internal fractures in which the PCV constituted only one factor among many, more often lending a voice of criticism than of support to guerrilla warfare .  In this context, residents of el 23 were more likely to view insurgent actions in their community as strands of student protest movements than as Communist take-over campaigns.  

Seen as students rather than hardened political partisans, insurgents in el 23 often benefited from a maternal kind of support at times expressed as women lent their homes as impromptu safe houses or makeshift infirmaries.  Consider the following testimony from Lourdes Quintero, at the time a mother of two toddlers in block 37 in the Zona F.  Recalling armed clashes in the early days of the insurgency, Mrs. Quintero noted how:

LV: One time the police were chasing some kids, students, coming up [the stairs] with crates full of bombs.  We opened the door [and said], “leave those bombs here and keep on running.”

AV: They came in?

LQ: Yes, we opened the door … they were running, yelling “Help us! Help us! Help us!” And we opened the door, and they left a crate here and then we threw it down the chute, all bombs.  There were many, la pelea era brava (the fighting was tough)…
To be sure, it is difficult to glean the extent to which these forms of seemingly spontaneous support reflected broader ideological affinities.  In the case of Mrs. Quintero’s testimony, however, what emerges is a pattern of material aid for the insurgency that seemed to reflect.  Recalling another instance, Mrs. Quintero notes:

AV: But did you sympathize with the students? That is, did you understand them? 

LQ: Well, it’s not that we understood them, but we helped them.

AV: How did you help them?

LQ: For instance one time a kid burned his back with a bomb, because when he threw it it fell on his back.  Two kids brought him here, we kept him, treated him, well, we helped them, we gave them wáter, and food, and whatever we could.  They were going around hurling … and this was full of students, but I don’t remember for what purpose, why, how it all started. I know it was during the government of Betancourt, very tough.  

AV: Were the students communist?

LQ: Apparently. They came here for that.  They came from below for that.  Downstairs it was full of tanks. 

AV: And were there many soldiers or police? 

LQ: Many military, not police, military.

AV: And did you have to help a lot people?

LQ: Yes of course, everyone around here helped the students. 

AV: So the people in the building helped?

LQ: Of course, they were young kids, students.

AV: And were there people who did not want them here?

LQ: No, everyone lent a hand, some didn’t because they were afraid, but others did, we helped them a lot, because they were young students.

Accordingly what testimonies suggest is that behind the waning urban popular support for 1960s insurgent movements, or behind rising acceptance of representative democracy, lay more quotidian concerns regarding violence and the attendant difficulties it posed for everyday life.   In el 23 these concerns gave rise to at least three political choices: 1) participation in national elections as a form of voto castigo (punishment vote) against radical leftism; 2) participation in national elections to reject leftist political parties born in the wake of pacification – an early 1970s policy of granting amnesty to demobilized guerrillas in order to incorporate into the political system – considered tautologically as vendidos (sell outs) for acceding to the plan or “the same radicals” (in either case untrustworthy); and, 3) participation in national elections as an admission of defeat by rank-and-file militants and sympathizers of the guerrilla movement, and as an attendant recognition that social democracy as represented in AD had indeed won and should therefore be afforded a vote of confidence.  

Consider the testimony of Ravin Sánchez, who as a teen in the 1960s participated in the urban guerrilla campaigns in el 23.  He recalled an AD rally in the early 1970s: “When I saw an Accion Democratica rally come down this road, openly identified as adecos, I felt that, well, that we were screwed.  When I saw that march come by here with people carry Accion Democratica flags, for me that was, the final proof that we were screwed … we, in that era, were defeated by the adecos.”
  Admissions of defeat among demobilized guerrillas translated into at-times very active – and paradoxical – cooperation with the state, as was the case with those from el 23 who went on to fill the ranks of the military, the urban or political police services, or intelligence agencies, in short the same repressive apparatus against which they had squared off as insurgents.
  

The common thread during the 1960s’s was the way in which the political struggle between pactist democracy and leftist guerrillas overwhelmingly marked the focus of both the state and insurgents in el 23, even if statistically the levels of ideological adherence to either front were limited.  On the part of insurgents, their emphasis on doctrine rather than popular support exposed their indifference toward social goals.  On the part of the state, its inattention to the social demands of el 23 was manifest in the performance of its Worker’s Bank (BO) charged with running el 23.  During the dictatorship the BO had pursued a housing policy almost exclusively focused on urban centers and Caracas in particular as the superblocks well illustrated.  On coming to power in 1958 under Betancourt, AD reversed this policy, focusing on rural areas and urban construction outside Caracas.
  But the BO proved institutionally ill-equipped to handle the dramatic turnabout without sacrificing efficient management of its superblocks in Caracas.  

This was especially true in el 23 where nearly half of the apartments were seized by squatters in the days immediately following the fall of the dictatorship, thus providing an immense challenge at the time of normalizing rent contracts that would result in the ensuing years in staggering financial losses for the BO.
  At the same time, squatter settlements arose in areas of el 23 that had been designated as parks and footpaths, presenting new challenges and requiring more investment in infrastructure and maintenance at precisely the time when the fledgling democratic regime moved the foci of its development policy outside Caracas.
  In this context el 23 became a state burden not just politically but also administratively, but the latter lost out.  What was sidelined, then, by both militant activists and the state, was attention to residents’ social demands: efficient water, sewage, and waste management services; roads and elevator maintenance; more public spaces. Against this backdrop, “pacification” under Caldera created an aperture for “community work” rather than political militancy to take the forefront in organizing in el 23 during the 1970s.  Against this backdrop, an alternative current of activism gained force, one emphasizing community needs over political aims and resorting to unarmed, if not always passive, forms of collective action to achieve results.

Community Activism and Student Protest, 1970s

In March 1969 Rafael Caldera was sworn in as President in what would go on to be seen as the defining moment of Venezuela’s democratic consolidation, marking as it did the third consecutive handover of power from one president to the next, and the “first time power had ever been handed over to an opposition party – with a plurality of barely 30,000 votes out of almost 4 million ballots cast” . Two months later, residents of the La Libertad sector of the 23 de enero shut down streets in protest against water shortages.
 Some among the protesters considered the shortage part of a government reprisal for the “repeated complaints we have made against the various institutions that service our sector, and which have culminated in our refusal to pay some of their fees.”
  Two weeks later, residents in another popular sector of Caracas staged a copycat action in protest over water service shortages in their community. The rash of street actions over public services would prompt stern reactions from state officials who, in a pattern repeated throughout the decade, struggled to admit deficiencies while also reproaching neighbors on their tactics.
  

Much as Caldera’s election marked a turning point for Venezuelan democracy’s institutional stability, the May 1969 protest also signaled a shift in residents’ approach to organizing and mobilization. In particular, it inaugurated an era of collective action spearheaded by neighbors at large rather than by partisan extremists, with aims that centered on local concerns and community revendications rather than seizing state power.    Groups like the Movimiento Social, Cultural, y Artístico (Social, Cultural, and Artistic Movement, MOSCA) in the Sierra Maestra sector, Como Gotas de Lluvia Sobre el Desierto (Like Desert Raindrops) in the Zona E, as well as a wide range of dance groups from across el 23, organized musical and theatrical events, held art and crafts workshops, and promoted health and drug awareness campaigns.  Youth in the Zona Central .  In the Zona Central the Cristo Rey (Christ the King) cultural complex experienced something of a renaissance after a decade of neglect.  Its movie house, its theater, its meeting rooms, and its “Liberty Park” and hatch shell all began to draw more and more use.
  

Community-oriented activism also provided a space for clientelist cooptation.  The case of Block no. 31 in the Zona E is instructive.  Years of “silence” in this sector geographically separated from the main body of el 23 gave the building a reputation as a “white elephant.”
   According to some the moniker derived precisely from its self-sought isolation from the more direct forms of confrontation with the state that characterized other sectors.  For others it referenced a perception that residents stood staunchly behind the long dominant AD political party, represented in elections with the color white.  The man who “organized” the block, as residents recall, was a member of the same Metropolitan Police widely derided in most other sectors as the repressive arm of the state in el 23.  He was also a ranking AD militant, skillfully exercising that clout to forge patronage ties with residents and over the years cement authoritarian control of the local comité social – the organic predecessor to what became formally-constituted condominium associations in the mid-1980s.
  

The tension between cooptation and protest spawned debates that were at times ideologically driven and violently manifested, well reflected in the occasional organizer who arrived home to see their door blackened and burned and speedily scoured the classifieds for home sales far from el 23.  Francisco Suarez, from his apartment on the fifteenth floor of a Monte Piedad superblock, could see threats against his life painted on the walls of the building facing his.  His participation with the AD controlled junta de vecinos prompted this attack.  Eventually, the president of that Junta was forced to move to Guarenas, 30 minutes east of Caracas, after a pipe bomb was detonated on her doorstep.
 Still, internal debates more often reflected quotidian concerns about conditions of life in a nation of growing contradictions, and about how these contradictions played out in a state-owned and administered neighborhood, indeed Venezuela’s largest urban housing project.  For nearly two decades comités sociales in each building provided a space for this kind of rich discussion demanding concrete deeds.  Generations of activists first found their organizing zeal here; Juan Contreras, today a founding member of the socialist inspired Coordinadora Simón Bolívar in the La Cañada sector of el 23, recalls cutting his political teeth as the youngest president of his building’s comité social, at first sparring with and later securing the respect of older AD and COPEI militants for his work in organizing youth events, cleaning brigades, and other events.
  

But while on one hand pacification – and recognizing defeat in the 1960s armed struggle – prompted activists in el 23 to develop a social vocation over and above partisan political commitment, on the other hand pacification brought renewed confrontation with the state, aimed primarily at youth.  Long haired youth, at the time pejoratively referred to as melenudos, reported having their heads shaved on their way to and from school.
  Andrés Vasquez, then a teenager, recalled other forms of harassment, as well as the consequences of resistance:

They used to make you sweep that whole thing – that was good – you ventured outside and then you had to sweep half the block before going to work or going to school.  To talk back (ponerse rebelde), there were many rebellious youth who resisted, well they beat them, they shot at them, in fact there was, Cheo is still around, Cheo had his leg blown off, he’s still around.  And that’s how they killed many people, they killed so many people here.”
  

Periodical sources support Mr. Vásquez’s testimony.  Between 1972 and 1979, local high school and middle school students in el 23 staged on average five major protests a year resulting in clashes with police and garnering national press coverage.  Reasons varied widely, from reinstating dismissed teachers, to improving school resources, to opposing the military draft.
 For some, protesting reflected mere curiosity, an opportunity to engage in youthful adventuring and rebelliousness. At times, even the threat of protest yielded positive results. In June 1974 authorities at the Banco Obrero ceded a local youth center, used to promote cultural and drug prevention activities, to police.  In response students at the nearby Manuel Palacios Fajardo mounted a public challenge, contacting media and promising to take to the streets should the measure go ahead.
  Two weeks later, in an appearance in el 23, the Caracas mayor personally overturned the measure, while also promising new resources to revitalize the center.
 

Over time, however, the tenor of student protests grew increasingly contentious, even lethal, while aims and outcomes grew less clear and effective.  Earlier in the decade staging barricades, hurling rocks, and firing Molotov cocktails against police had marked the range of collective action repertoires by students.  Yet by decade’s end the violence routinely extended to setting ablaze local stores and public transportation vehicles and exchanging gunfire with police and national guardsmen, leaving in its wake scores of injured police and several dead students. Indeed between 1977 and 1979, seven youth died of gunshot wounds received while protesting in el 23 .
.  The result was a cyclical pattern of mobilization and repression, where ill-defined protests led to violent clashes resulting in student deaths, in turn generating more protests and violence. A team conducting research in el 23 in the 1980s concluded: “The youth’s effervescence was so brutally repressed [in the 70s], by different means, that to be young actually constituted a crime” 
While students were at the forefront of protest events in the 1970s, mobilization during the decade extended to sectors whose immediate needs had grown sharper during the previous decade’s era of democratic consolidation. Indeed, pacification opened new spaces of collective action at a time when urbanization in Caracas reached new levels of haste.  Between 1961 and 1973, as planning policy shifted away from Caracas, the capital’s population jumped over 60 percent, from 1.6 to 2.6 million, bringing new housing, sanitation, and transportation demands to an increasingly saturated city whose poverty rates now hovered around 50 percent.
  In el 23, protests over access to housing and sewage by those who had squatted during the 1960s, and over improvements to basic infrastructure by superblock residents, marked the tenor of mobilization throughout the 1970s . 

But much as the 1969 protest had heralded, water would prove a major mobilizing factor.  Aging pipes and equipment at the city water service, coupled with recurrent droughts and rapidly increasing demand, contrived to create cyclical water shortages in Caracas generally but popular sectors in particular.
  Not unlike student protests, over the course of the decade protests grew increasingly contentious. In September 1976, lightning damaged Caracas’s main water supply station.  After three weeks without water, neighbors in the same La Libertad sector that had set the stage for the 1969 protest took to the streets, shutting down main access roads.  When police arrived, gunfire erupted, leading to one dead and one wounded.
 A year later, similar protests over water shortages resulted in the deaths of two minors.
  And in October 1978, two more died when another demonstration demanding water service turned violent, including a ten year old shot while he played at home by a stray bullet from the events below.
  Commenting on the violence Interior Minister Manuel Mantilla labeled “maniacs of disorder” those “who try to find problems where none exist.”
 Meanwhile, then-President Carlos Andrés Pérez went further, noting that “events like those of the 23 de enero make existing public service deficiencies more acute.”

Pérez’s comment laid bare a paradox of collective action in el 23 during the 1970s: though characterized by an explosion of mobilization, it was a time nevertheless marked by little in the way of organization.  Yet by decade’s end signs of an emerging unity between militants skilled at tactical organization and residents simmering with mounting frustrations had begun to surface.  Police reports of the October 1978 violence, for instance, noted that “encapuchados (hooded protesters) with high caliber rifles” took part in the events, reflecting a modality of violence seldom seen since the days of urban guerrilla war.
  In this context, political activism did not disappear entirely, though its reach had grown much more limited, and its constituency had passed to new generations of activists who had cut their teeth in local struggles over community demands.  Continuing state violence throughout the 1970s provided a space for groups of 1960s militants to continue their work with a rising generation of activists, leading informal political education groups with a rising generation of activists in el 23. Other 1960s militants continued to be politically active in el 23 but through “subliminal” rather than clandestine means, shifting their energies to what one veteran of the urban guerrilla referred to as “cultural work” like organizing street theater troupes, musical ensembles, and athletic events.
 In this context, where in general terms a pendulum between political and social activism swung during the 1960s and 1970s respectively, the 1980s would witness a synthesis of the two overarching trends.

Towards a Synthesis of Politics and Protest, 1980s

By the late 1970s the tenor of popular consciousness in el 23 reflected outrage at the combined impact of crime, repression, and structural decay into which the neighborhood had devolved over the previous decade.  The result was a confluence of the contentious though locally oriented collective action of the 1970s, and the systemic critiques of representative democracy of the 1960s.  Consider the case of the Grupo de Trabajo La Piedrita (GTLP).  La Piedrita operates in one of the oldest squatter settlements in el 23.  It sits strategically at the crossroads of four sectors of el 23, which rendered it a favored spot for criminal, and especially narcotics, activity during the early 1980s.  By the mid-80s neighbors formed a “working group” to seek collective solutions to a scourge threatening to unravel their once close-knit community, a phenomenon playing out throughout el 23.  Their response was two-fold: on one hand, renew a sense of pride and solidarity in their community through the organization of festivals for local youth, the formation of a “muralist brigade” to propagate messages of solidarity, and the construction of a commons where strict rules of conduct were observed and imparted to all members; on the other hand, exercise police action against criminal elements, whether or not they came from outside the neighborhood.  

On the face of it, then, the GTLP arose as a primarily social response to crime and its consequences for community life.  In fact, politics underlay nearly every facet of the GTLP’s trajectory, from its inception to its strategies to its goals.  For founders of the GTLP crime and drugs in el 23 were but another, if effective, face of state repression.  In this they coincided with a widely held perception in the parish that government policy to neutralize dissidence in el 23explained the explosive rise of violent delinquency starting in the mid-70s.  In their cultural work the GTLP likewise incorporated music and images reflecting demands for social justice, rebukes of representative democracy, rejection of state violence, and the memorialization of activists gunned down either by thugs or police.  But especially in their police actions the GTLP drew directly from a tactical repertoire that picked up from the associations that some members forged in the 1970s with veterans of the so-called Unidades Tácticas de Combate (1960s Tactical Combat Units) living in or near their community.
  

The case of the GTLP is relevant because it helps illustrate what by the 1980s became the driving debate among the more militant wing of activists in el 23: how – if at all – to combine social and political organizing in their community.  The debate reflected a synthesis in the dialectic between political and community work that had marked the previous decades of activism.  Eventually, this synthesis would be manifested in the seizure of a dozen state vehicles over Christmas 1981.  The secuestros followed from an unprecedented state effort to privatize the long beleaguered Caracas waste management service, the first venture of its kind in post-1958 Venezuela.  The move promised a new era of efficiency in the handling of the city’s trash.  However a kickback scandal coupled with poor coordination to botch the transfer of services to four independent firms, leaving in its wake mounds of refuse in the streets and in the headlines.  Facing a potential public health crisis in time for Christmas, hundreds of firebrand youth, stay-at-home women, and card-carrying party militants in the Monte Piedad and Sierra Maestra sectors of el 23 began seizing whatever garbage truck drove by.  Protesters placed signs reading “hijacked” on the vehicles and resolved to return them undamaged only after they had seen “the last ounce of trash removed from the area.”
 

Over the next four weeks, as state officials offered one stopgap measure after another, neighbors seized more and more state- and privately-owned public service vehicles, expanding their demands from a general clean-up of the area to a comprehensive renovation of the community’s aging infrastructure.  To sustain the protest over time, neighbors relied on an intricate system of task sharing drawn from el 23’s multiple organizing traditions.  Erstwhile guerrillas and militant youth formed the core of those who staged the roadblocks, seized the vehicles, and kept them guard overnight, drawing from their tactical experience forged in the fray of anti-establishment conflict. “Amas de casa,” housewives, gave the protest its public face, speaking to reporters about the nature of their specific grievances and following up to ensure the coverage was “fidedigno,” or fair.  During daily assemblies at the various buildings in Monte Piedad where vehicles were being detained, the community at large discussed their options as days turned to weeks, also setting up guard shifts to ensure the vehicles’ safekeeping. When it seemed like attention to the protest was waning, and the state was ready to wait them out, neighbors organized mass rallies to which other sectors of el 23 contributed “representatives” to assist with logistics and stand in solidarity.

In the process, national media picked up the story and sympathetically reported on its progress.
 President Luis Herrera Campins personally intervened, “furiously” chastising heads of public institutions and ordering an immediate “clean-up” of the neighborhood.
   The city council moved to penalize waste management authorities.  Elsewhere in Caracas, other communities threatened copycat demonstrations in a bid to draw attention to problems besetting their own neighborhoods.  By January 19, 1982, a month after it began, the protest reached its climax.  Firebrand youth, grandmothers, party activists, former guerillas –together reflecting the protest’s remarkable breadth– packed a local school and bore witness as heads of public service institutions signed legal documents committing their agencies to revamping the community.
  Within days work crews began the monumental task of removing tons of waste, refitting long-stalled elevators, installing phone service, rewiring power lines, and repaving local roads, among others.  It was the most extensive overhaul of the area in over decade.  And, as residents had vowed all along, once repairs were underway they began to release the vehicles that made it all possible. 
The secuestros presented Venezuela’s political order with an enduring problem, one that would not be resolved by purchasing elevators, paving roads, or installing phone service, and one which residents tactically deployed to mobilize city councilmen, national media, military generals, state intelligence agencies, heads of public institutions, and even the president around their demands.  Indeed, on the first day of the protest neighbors hinted at why a local affair could manage so much traction:  responding to reporters, “[they] said that their action is an opportune contribution to help the contractors fulfill their promise to ‘clean Caracas in December.’”
  In the discourse of the hijackings, the radical character of neighbors’ methods insisted on rather than challenged the overall legitimacy of government institutions. From the viewpoint of the state this modality marked a significant enough departure from prior narratives of violent protest to limit severely its standard response options.  From the perspective of neighbors, however, the hijackings more accurately reflected a long gestating convergence of once-competing mobilizing traditions: support for the liberal-democratic regime through clientelist networks, anti-establishment guerrilla strife, and community-oriented activism.  Each strand found expression in a collective leadership as residents hijacked the property of the state while adopting its logic of accountability.  

As the conflict dragged on into 1982 the Caracas city council debated the merits of residents’ tactics.  Its president denounced the measure as “beyond all established order, it is lamentable that this should take place for the simple reason that it has negative consequences … especially when there are perfectly acceptable mechanisms to reach an understanding.”  A Christian Democrat councilman concurred, criticizing residents for presumably acting against their own interests by letting themselves be manipulated: “By no means do I think violence is the solution … If the community allows itself to be taken by activists who don’t want solutions to problems because they live off of that cauldron, they will never be able to live decently.” A councilman for the MAS (Movimiento al Socialismo) party offered lackluster empathy while counseling dialogue: “I understand that what took place in the 23 de enero is a reflection of dramatic neglect that affects the people of that area, forced to use extreme measures, even though I think that the correct approach would be to attack the root of the matter and the most convenient initiative to that end is dialogue.”  But Gladys Gavazut, an independent, broke ranks and issued a blanket condemnation of the council while lending full support to residents’ measures:
The Council has ceased to be a popular instrument to become a museum instead, and the participation offered by [the government] was nothing more than a ploy that was discarded when they realized that it might be useful for the people to hold accountable, at a given time, those who direct the fortunes of the nation ...  I justify [the secuestros] and even more in the case of a neighborhood that has been so beaten.  The time comes when a community tires and takes actions that are the externalization of a pueblo that cannot find solutions to the problems it faces.
  

In the press, beyond near daily coverage, columnists reflected on the underlying implications of the secuestros.  Artist Manuel Manaure, who years earlier had collaborated in the design of the 23 de enero, offered a scathing rebuke of public officials who would fail to see the larger problems of representation exposed by residents’ protest, opting instead to focus on the legal aspects of the secuestros: “To claim their rights turns them into enemies of the government, into dangerous people, when reality is different: they are the symbols of a pueblo … that continues to hang on to the hope that Venezuela will go down the path of authentic legality… The very fact that there exists a popular sector like the 23 de enero, which keeps alit the torch of just claims, is living proof that the light of hope has not died out.  It is also testimony that there is a Venezuela that is beaten, but not defeated.” For Manaure the implication was a clear portent of things to come: “Pueblos always have an intuition that permits them constant reflection.  Ours is an intelligent pueblo that has kept a stoic vigil which, at a given moment, will upend all deceit …”
  

Manaure’s exhortation to view the secuestros as a larger commentary on the broken pacts between the state and its citizens, and to view the illegality of the secuestros ironically as a plea for “authentic legality,” laid bare a deeper reality about el 23: that residents could mobilize political sectors on behalf of a democratic claim even while engaging in extra-legal tactics reflected their paradoxically privileged position vis-à-vis a state by which they felt ignored. In this space, between the “civic” attributes of their claims and the uncivil character of their means, neighbors experimented with how to respond to the effects of a coming economic crisis and its attendant expressions in distribution lapses and incipient privatization efforts.  Indeed, by hijacking the property of the state while adopting its logic of accountability, residents of el 23 were marking not just a new modality of protest but also the emergence of a new consciousness of participatory politics in Venezuela.  
The success of the secuestros transformed more than the physical face of el 23.  It also redefined the boundaries of legitimate protest in Venezuela, as neighbors wove tactics forged in the fray of urban guerrilla struggle, and loyalty to the pacted system forged through years of electoral participation, to challenge representative rule where it proved most vulnerable: in its own logic of accountability.  Much as it had in the past, el 23’s symbolic weight and strategic location amplified the scope of the secuestros, turning a local action over public service deficits into a larger reflection of popular unrest with the failings of an entire system of governance, and with its initial attempts at reform.  In the wake of the secuestros a new era of popular mobilization ensued, one where community struggles were imbued with political content as usually mainstream sectors embraced a leadership and tactical repertoire fashioned around radical ideological goals. But these sectors also placed limits upon insurgent leaders and tactics, forcing once anti-establishment groups into negotiating with Venezuela’s state. As community activists gained a radical political edge, one-time insurgents came to recognize the legitimacy of the representative system.  The result was a hybrid political consciousness that held direct action tactics and loyalty to the founding premises – and promises – of liberal democracy as complementary rather than antithetical.  
These moments in the early 1980s gave rise to an alternative practice of democratic pluralism among urban popular sectors. This practice drew simultaneously from institutional and extra-institutional, legal and extra-legal traditions of popular mobilization forged against the backdrop of nearly 25 years of representative democracy.  As a result, it contained radical elements of direct action that nevertheless did not preclude loyalty to liberal government, in its forms of accountability, institutionalism, and representation.  It was through this fraught but effective convergence that urban popular sectors sought to claim a stake in reforming the state.
Revolution and the Challenge of Popular History
The trajectory of organizing and mobilization in el 23 sets in relief a key challenge of revolutionary movements.  Namely, how do political projects founded on the premise of marking “brutal ruptures with the past” address the challenge of history?
 Indeed as Hannah Arendt reminds us, “The modern concept of revolution [is] inextricably bound up with the notion that the course of history suddenly begins anew, that an entirely new story, a story never known or told before, is about to unfold” .  
.  Over time, “Told and retold, [new genealogies] become constituent parts of the social fabric, erasing or pushing aside alternative histories” .  Yet as Frederick Corney notes for the case of 1917 Russia, revolutionary beginnings are contingent on the rise of “a new historical genealogy,”  capable of subsuming competing experiences of the pre-revolutionary past within a unified and unifying meta-narrative of the revolutionary present and future 
It is this pursuit of subsuming not just competing ideologies but entire “alternative histories” of struggle under a grand narrative arc of sudden and inevitable rupture with the past that challenges us to conceptualize revolution not only in terms of what is ushered in but also, and perhaps primarily, in terms of what is ushered out in the fray of regime consolidation.  It also suggests that revolutions confront their greatest challenge not in the construction of the future, but rather in the reconstruction of the past in ways commensurate with grand projects of radical change, all the while contending with conflicting memorializations of pre-revolutionary history.

The trajectory of organizing and mobilization in el 23 highlights one such alternative history, and the challenges it poses to the Bolivarian Revolution’s designs to refound the nation , it has come increasingly to rely upon a historical genealogy that rests on the rise of Hugo Chávez as the redeemer of long suffering popular sectors, whose political awakening can be traced, at best, to the mid and late 1980s.  
.  Indeed, as the Bolivarian project seeks to consolidate what Chávez has long characterized as a “new historical phase in Venezuela” 
Yet the case of el 23 suggests otherwise.  What it shows is that popular sectors’ long struggles to consolidate the promises of effective government unleashed early on a contest over competing visions of democracy and revolution. Indeed on one hand, el 23’s symbolism and location fueled intense cooptation efforts; over time partisan networks emerged throughout the neighborhood on the basis of access to and allocation of state resources.  Similar organizing trends informed by partisan political motivations also developed elsewhere in el 23.  Yet when these networks failed to reap community benefits, residents deployed the same symbolic and spatial qualities to mobilize media attention around forms of collective action that moved in and out of the terrain of legal and extra-legal protest.  These tactics gave rise to alternative local networks of resistance that arose in parallel to clientelist webs in el 23. For instance in the 1960s anti-establishment groups waged urban guerrilla struggle, while in the 1970s community groups emphasizing local needs took to the streets to protest public service deficiencies.  Their convergence in the early 1980s would signal the rise of a distinctly popular political culture able to navigate both liberal and radical tendencies. 

Against this backdrop, el 23’s history of organizing and mobilization sets in relief the need to cast urban sectors as a fraught constituency imbued with its own ideological contradictions, which changed over time as residents’ disenchantment with national politics ebbed and flowed, incorporated patterns of representative democracy while also crafting more radical strategies and interpretations of democratic change out of their experiences with the failures of pactism.  The shifting loyalties, contradictory tactics, and internal divisions that underlay these seemingly at odds traditions ensured that visions of a democratic society would vary as widely as the strategies used to wage protest against the state’s shortcomings.  For some, it would involve expressing political dissent through local primaries. For others, it would involve more radical means, like taking up arms to defend against reformist currents in government.  

Yet the common thread remained as it does today, a sense of community built around the pursuit of a contingent autonomy, neither fully independent from nor fully beholden to the state.   As such, it is a relationship marked by negotiation and conflict, drawn in turn from an experience of activism dating to well before the rise of either Hugo Chávez or economic crisis in Venezuela.
  As one long-time activist in el 23 comments, “Chávez did not produce the movements, we created him.  He has helped us tremendously, but what is going on here cannot be ascribed solely to Chávez.”
  Revisiting the pactist period with an eye toward local politics provides the basis for understanding how, when, and why internecine struggles emerge from the initial stages of radical change.
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� In the 2004 Presidential recall referendum 69 percent of voters in the 23 de enero voted against the proposal the recall, behind Antimano (77 percent) and Macarao (74 percent).  In parliamentary elections in October 2004, Chávez’s party, the MVR, obtained 90 percent of the vote, behind El Junquito (92 percent), Catedral (92 percent), and  Macarao (91 percent).  In the 2006 Presidential elections, el 23 returned 76 percent for Chávez, the largest percentage of support behind Antimano (81) and Macarao (79).  Data available from: http://www.cne.gob.ve/


� Steve Ellner, examining competing currents within chavismo’s leadership, captures the debate between on one hand “the call for an immediate creation of parallel organizations and institutions to replace the old ones and achieve a complete break with the past” (what he refers to as “revolutionary opportunity), and on the other hand, “ushering far reaching change short of revolution or socialism … [including] the creation of mass based parties and democratic institutions,” or “non-revolutionary transformation” � ADDIN EN.CITE <EndNote><Cite><Author>Ellner</Author><Year>2005</Year><RecNum>3074</RecNum><Pages> 161-162</Pages><record><rec-number>3074</rec-number><foreign-keys><key app="EN" db-id="waxexw52ttwesrefez4p29fr05t0d0fw00tv">3074</key></foreign-keys><ref-type name="Journal Article">17</ref-type><contributors><authors><author>Ellner, Steve</author></authors></contributors><titles><title><style face="normal" font="default" size="100%">Revolutionary and Non-Revolutionary Paths of Radical Populism: Directions of the </style><style face="italic" font="default" size="100%">chavista </style><style face="normal" font="default" size="100%">movement in Venezuela</style></title><secondary-title>Science and Society</secondary-title><short-title>Revolutionary and Non-Revolutionary Paths of Radical Populism</short-title></titles><periodical><full-title>Science and Society</full-title></periodical><volume>69</volume><number>2</number><dates><year>2005</year><pub-dates><date>April</date></pub-dates></dates><urls></urls><remote-database-name>Alejandro Velasco (file cabinet)</remote-database-name></record></Cite></EndNote>�Steve Ellner, "Revolutionary and Non-Revolutionary Paths of Radical Populism: Directions of the Chavista Movement in Venezuela," Science and Society 69, no. 2 (2005): 161-62.�. Javier Corrales, examining similar tensions pitting radical approaches toward effecting change against reformist currents of long-term institution building within the confines of liberal democracy, argues that the two currents emerge from the alliance of military and leftist civilians that long formed the core of the clandestine movement to overthrow Venezuela’s bipartisan system � ADDIN EN.CITE <EndNote><Cite><Author>Corrales</Author><Year>2006</Year><RecNum>3066</RecNum><record><rec-number>3066</rec-number><foreign-keys><key app="EN" db-id="waxexw52ttwesrefez4p29fr05t0d0fw00tv">3066</key></foreign-keys><ref-type name="Conference Proceedings">10</ref-type><contributors><authors><author>Corrales, Javier</author></authors><subsidiary-authors><author>Center for International Development</author></subsidiary-authors></contributors><titles><title>Explaining Chavismo: The Unexpected Alliance of Radical Leftists and Generals in Venezuela since the late 1990s</title><secondary-title>Venezuelan Economic Growth 1970-2005 (2nd)</secondary-title><short-title>Explaining Chavismo</short-title></titles><dates><year>2006</year><pub-dates><date>28-29 April</date></pub-dates></dates><pub-location>Harvard University</pub-location><urls></urls></record></Cite></EndNote>�Javier Corrales, "Explaining Chavismo: The Unexpected Alliance of Radical Leftists and Generals in Venezuela since the Late 1990s" (paper presented at the Venezuelan Economic Growth 1970-2005 (2nd), Harvard University, 28-29 April 2006).�.  Yet both leave unexplored the ways in which these undercurrents of ideological complexity also permeate popular sectors, imbuing chavismo with conflicting pressures of their own but from below.  In Ellner’s case, popular sectors emerge as the civil society complement to radical currents within chavista policy-making, again and again constituting the most “hard-line” among Chávez’s constituency � ADDIN EN.CITE <EndNote><Cite><Author>Ellner</Author><Year>2005</Year><RecNum>3074</RecNum><Pages> 171-173</Pages><record><rec-number>3074</rec-number><foreign-keys><key app="EN" db-id="waxexw52ttwesrefez4p29fr05t0d0fw00tv">3074</key></foreign-keys><ref-type name="Journal Article">17</ref-type><contributors><authors><author>Ellner, Steve</author></authors></contributors><titles><title><style face="normal" font="default" size="100%">Revolutionary and Non-Revolutionary Paths of Radical Populism: Directions of the </style><style face="italic" font="default" size="100%">chavista </style><style face="normal" font="default" size="100%">movement in Venezuela</style></title><secondary-title>Science and Society</secondary-title><short-title>Revolutionary and Non-Revolutionary Paths of Radical Populism</short-title></titles><periodical><full-title>Science and Society</full-title></periodical><volume>69</volume><number>2</number><dates><year>2005</year><pub-dates><date>April</date></pub-dates></dates><urls></urls><remote-database-name>Alejandro Velasco (file cabinet)</remote-database-name></record></Cite></EndNote>�Ellner, "Revolutionary and Non-Revolutionary Paths of Radical Populism," 171-73.�.  For Corrales, problematizing the image of chavismo takes the form of a “supply-side theory” capable of accounting for why and how seemingly contradictory social sectors – mid-level military officers and leftist intellectuals – found common cause in the 1990s.  This strategic alliance, notes Corrales, was eventually successful at channeling an already radical popular mass constituted in the wake of market reforms in the late 1980s and early 1990s: “blaming neoliberalism … helps to provide a partial answer to the question of the origins of chavismo:  it explains the demand side but not the supply side.  It can explain the rise of the poor, and the overwhelming demand for a radical change in politics, but it does not explain the actual change provided” � ADDIN EN.CITE <EndNote><Cite><Author>Corrales</Author><Year>2006</Year><RecNum>3066</RecNum><Pages> 9</Pages><record><rec-number>3066</rec-number><foreign-keys><key app="EN" db-id="waxexw52ttwesrefez4p29fr05t0d0fw00tv">3066</key></foreign-keys><ref-type name="Conference Proceedings">10</ref-type><contributors><authors><author>Corrales, Javier</author></authors><subsidiary-authors><author>Center for International Development</author></subsidiary-authors></contributors><titles><title>Explaining Chavismo: The Unexpected Alliance of Radical Leftists and Generals in Venezuela since the late 1990s</title><secondary-title>Venezuelan Economic Growth 1970-2005 (2nd)</secondary-title><short-title>Explaining Chavismo</short-title></titles><dates><year>2006</year><pub-dates><date>28-29 April</date></pub-dates></dates><pub-location>Harvard University</pub-location><urls></urls></record></Cite></EndNote>�Corrales, "Explaining Chavismo", 9.�.
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