




































































26. See	in	general	C.A.	Lees,	Medieval	masculinities	(1994);	D.M.	Hadley,	Masculinity	in	medieval
Europe	(1999).	For	the	physical	toughness	required	for	battlefield	fighting	in	the	early	middle	ages,
see	G.	Halsall,	Warfare	and	society	in	the	barbarian	west,	450–900	(2003),	177–214.

27. See	Ch.	8	n.	55	for	a	range	of	sceptical	local	reactions	to	basic	Christian	rituals	and	dogma;	but
scepticism	is	not	the	same	as	complete	unbelief,	which	was,	as	it	appears,	rare:	see	J.H.	Arnold,
Belief	and	unbelief	in	medieval	Europe	(2005),	225–30.

28. See	Ch.	8	n.	50	for	preaching.

2.		Rome	and	its	western	successors,	500–750
1. A.	Demandt,	Der	Fall	Roms	(2014),	719	with	638–9,	lists	227	reasons	which	have	been	proposed

for	Rome’s	‘fall’,	up	from	210	in	the	first	edition.

2. For	slavery	see	K.	Harper,	Slavery	in	the	late	Roman	world,	AD	275–425	(2011).	Gregory	of	Nyssa
(d.	c.	395)	was	the	only	major	religious	theorist	to	criticise	slavery	as	an	institution:	ibid.,	345–6.
For	basic	studies	of	the	later	Roman	empire,	A.H.M.	Jones,	The	later	Roman	empire	(1964),	is	still
essential;	A.	Cameron,	The	Mediterranean	world	in	late	antiquity,	AD	395–600	(1993),	is	the	best
short	survey;	A.	Demandt,	Die	Spätantike	(2014),	is	a	large-scale	synthesis;	P.	Brown,	Through	the
eye	of	a	needle	(2012),	is	a	remarkable	summation	of	a	life’s	work	on	late	antique	Christian	culture
and	society.

3. C.R.	Whittaker,	Frontiers	of	the	Roman	empire	(1994).

4. See	for	surveys	covering	this	paragraph	and	the	following,	among	many,	G.	Halsall,	Barbarian
migrations	and	the	Roman	west,	376–568	(2007);	P.	Heather,	The	fall	of	the	Roman	empire	(2005)
(accounts	which	vary	considerably	in	emphasis);	Wickham,	The	inheritance,	all	of	which	cite	other
bibliography.	The	arguments	in	The	inheritance,	which	cover	the	early	middle	ages	as	a	whole,
underly	this	whole	chapter	and	the	next	three;	the	book	will	not	often	be	cited	again,	but	its
presence	can	be	assumed.	Chur:	see	R.	Kaiser,	Churrätien	im	frühen	Mittelalter	(1998).

5. P.	Heather,	‘The	Huns	and	the	end	of	the	Roman	empire	in	western	Europe’	(1995),	27–8,	defends
Aetius,	to	me	not	fully	convincingly.

6. P.	MacGeorge,	Late	Roman	warlords	(2002),	167–268.

7. For	guides	to	these	debates,	see	the	very	different	pictures	in	W.	Goffart,	Barbarians	and	Romans,
A.D.	418–584	(1980);	Halsall,	Barbarian	migrations;	P.J.	Geary,	‘Ethnic	identity	as	a	situational
construct	in	the	early	middle	ages’	(1983);	H.	Reimitz,	History,	Frankish	identity	and	the	framing
of	Western	ethnicity,	550–850	(2015);	W.	Pohl	and	F.W.	Heydemann,	Strategies	of	identification
(2013);	H.	Wolfram	and	W.	Pohl,	Typen	der	Ethnogenese	(1990);	P.	Heather,	The	Goths	(1996).
T.F.X.	Noble,	From	Roman	province	to	medieval	kingdoms	(2006),	republishes	key	chapters	and
articles	in	the	debate.	For	the	debates	at	their	most	uncivil,	see	A.	Gillett,	On	barbarian	identity
(2002).

8. A.	Demandt,	‘The	osmosis	of	late	Roman	and	Germanic	aristocracies’	(1989),	75–86.

9. Sidonius	Apollinaris,	Carmina	and	Epistolae	(1936–65),	Epistolae,	1.2.

10. A.	Merrills	and	R.	Miles,	The	Vandals	(2014),	177–203;	J.	Conant,	Staying	Roman	(2012),	159–86;
R.	Whelan,	Being	Christian	in	Vandal	Africa	(in	press);	these	books	are	now	basic	starting	points
for	Vandal	Africa.

11. See	e.g.	Heather,	The	fall,	415–25;	and,	for	Africa,	the	previous	note.

12. E.g.	Anonymus	Valesianus,	pars	posterior,	c.	60.	For	the	Ostrogoths,	see	J.	Moorhead,	Theodoric
in	Italy	(1992);	P.	Heather,	‘Theoderic,	king	of	the	Goths’	(1995);	and	the	stimulating	revisionist
account	in	P.	Amory,	People	and	identity	in	Ostrogothic	Italy,	489–554	(1997).	For	a	comparative
analysis	of	what	did	happen	in	fifth-century	Italy,	even	without	much	invasion,	see	P.	Delogu	and
S.	Gasparri,	Le	trasformazioni	del	V	secolo	(2010).



13. See	for	a	survey	J.	Moorhead,	Justinian	(1994),	63–88,	101–9.

14. See	for	a	detailed	survey	H.-W.	Goetz,	Regna	and	gentes	(2003);	for	Francia,	Reimitz,	History,
Frankish	identity;	see	further	E.	Buchberger,	Shifting	ethnic	identities	in	Spain	and	Gaul,	500–700
(2016).

15. See	in	general	G.	Ripoll	and	J.M.	Gurt,	Sedes	regiae	(ann.	400–800)	(2000).

16. See	Wickham,	Framing,	62–124	for	a	survey;	for	focused	studies	of	Roman	taxation	and
administration,	see	e.g.	Jones,	The	Later	Roman	empire,	450–69;	C.	Kelly,	Ruling	the	later	Roman
empire	(2004),	107–231,	two	very	different	takes;	for	the	Ostrogoths,	S.	Barnish,	‘Taxation,	land
and	barbarian	settlement	in	the	western	empire’	(1986).

17. Wickham,	Framing,	711–59,	805–14	and	passim;	B.	Ward-Perkins,	The	fall	of	Rome	and	the	end	of
civilization	(2005);	Halsall,	Barbarian	migrations,	320–70;	A.S.	Esmonde	Cleary,	The	Roman
west,	AD	200–500	(2013),	303–482.	For	Britain,	see	A.S.	Esmonde	Cleary,	The	ending	of	Roman
Britain	(1989);	R.	Fleming,	‘Recycling	in	Britain	after	the	fall	of	Rome’s	metal	economy’	(2012).

18. For	general	surveys	of	all	of	these,	see	NCMH,	vol.	1;	P.	Sarris,	Empires	of	faith,	500–700	(2011);
Innes,	Introduction,	214–313.

19. Wickham,	Framing,	635–81.

20. Wickham,	The	inheritance,	170–7;	see	further,	from	a	different	perspective,	V.I.J.	Flint,	The	rise	of
magic	in	early	medieval	Europe	(1991).	The	key	overview	is	P.	Brown,	The	rise	of	western
Christendom	(1997).

21. See,	for	Gaul,	e.g.	R.	Van	Dam,	Leadership	and	community	in	late	antique	Gaul	(1985),	202–29;
for	the	late	Roman	background,	P.	Brown,	Power	and	persuasion	in	late	antiquity	(1992);	C.	Rapp,
Holy	bishops	in	late	antiquity	(2005);	for	relics,	above	all	P.	Brown,	The	cult	of	the	saints	(1981).
Western	rulers	took	advantage	of	the	control	of	relics	later	too:	see	J.M.H.	Smith,	‘Rulers	and	relics
c.	750–950’	(2010).

22. Gregory	of	Tours,	Decem	libri	historiarum	(5.18	for	577);	idem,	De	virtutibus	sancti	Martini
episcopi	(1885).	For	Gregory	see	W.	Goffart,	The	narrators	of	barbarian	history	(A.D.	550–800)
(1980);	M.	Heinzelmann,	Gregory	of	Tours	(2004);	I.	Wood,	Gregory	of	Tours	(1994);	K.	Mitchell
and	I.	Wood,	The	world	of	Gregory	of	Tours	(2002);	Reimitz,	History,	Frankish	identity,	27–123.
For	the	later	role	of	bishops	in	warfare,	F.	Prinz,	Klerus	und	Krieg	im	früheren	Mittelalter	(1971).

23. This	is	discussed	in	greater	detail	in	C.	Wickham,	‘Consensus	and	assemblies	in	the	Romano-
Germanic	kingdoms’	(2016).	Quote:	Liutprand,	prologue	to	law	1,	in	Leges	Langobardorum	643–
866	(1962).	Assemblies	were	weaker	in	the	very	Roman-style	Visigothic	kingdom.

24. Basic	for	the	Merovingians	is	I.	Wood,	The	Merovingian	kingdoms,	450–751	(1994).

25. J.L.	Nelson,	Politics	and	ritual	in	early	medieval	Europe	(1986),	1–48;	quote	from	Gregory	of
Tours,	Decem	libri	historiarum,	6.5.

26. For	Gertrude,	see	the	Vita	sanctae	Geretrudis	(1888).	For	aristocrats	in	general,	see	R.	Le	Jan,
Famille	et	pouvoir	dans	le	monde	franc	(Vlle–Xe	siècle)	(1995),	esp.	387–401	for	the	Merovingian
period;	P.	Depreux,	Les	sociétés	occidentales	du	milieu	du	VIe	à	la	fin	du	IXe	siècle	(2002),	115–
24,	131–41;	F.	Irsigler,	Untersuchungen	zur	Geschichte	des	frühfränkischen	Adels	(1969);	H.-W.
Goetz,	‘“Nobilis”’	(1983);	Wickham,	Framing,	168–203;	and	above	all,	for	the	whole	early
medieval	period,	the	series	of	volumes	on	Les	élites,	in	R.	Le	Jan’s	Collection	haut	moyen	âge
series	–	they	are	listed	under	Collection	in	the	bibliography.	For	aristocrats	and	the	control	of
monasteries,	see	in	general	S.	Wood,	The	proprietary	church	in	the	medieval	West	(2006).

27. For	the	seventh	century,	Wood,	The	Merovingian	kingdoms,	140–272;	P.	Fouracre,	Frankish
history	(2013);	thereafter,	P.	Fouracre,	The	age	of	Charles	Martel	(2000).

28. I.	Wood,	‘Administration,	law	and	culture	in	Merovingian	Gaul’	(1990),	63–81;	P.S.	Barnwell,
Kings,	courtiers	and	imperium	(1997),	23–40;	Wickham,	The	inheritance,	120–9.



29. See	n.	26	above	for	the	aristocracy.	For	case	studies	of	individual	Frankish	aristocratic	families,	see
A.	Bergengruen,	Adel	und	Grundherrschaft	im	Merowingerreich	(1958),	65–80;	J.	Jarnut,
Agilolfingerstudien	(1986);	M.	Werner,	Der	Lütticher	Raum	in	frühkarolingischer	Zeit	(1980),	esp.
216–27,	341–475;	P.J.	Geary,	Aristocracy	in	Provence	(1985).

30. Gregory	of	Tours,	Decem	libri	historiarum,	8.9;	Passio	prima	Leudegarii	(1910),	c.	5.

31. General	surveys:	D.	Claude,	Adel,	Kirche	und	Königtum	im	Westgotenreich	(1974);	R.	Collins,
Visigothic	Spain	409–711	(2004).	Citations:	Leges	Visigothorum	(1902),	12.	2	and	3	(Jewish	laws),
9.1.21	(Egica);	for	the	Third	Council,	see	Concilios	visigóticos	(1963);	for	Ervig,	ibid,	413.

32. For	the	archaeology,	see	most	recently	the	surveys	and	bibliography	in	S.	Gelichi	and	R.	Hodges,
New	directions	in	early	medieval	European	archaeology	(2015).

33. See	e.g.	S.	Castellanos,	‘The	political	nature	of	taxation	in	Visigothic	Spain’	(2003).	For	the	army,
see	D.	Pérez	Sanchez,	El	ejército	en	la	sociedad	visigoda	(1989).

34. General	surveys:	C.	Wickham,	Early	medieval	Italy	(1981);	C.	La	Rocca,	Italy	in	the	early	middle
ages	(2002);	P.	Delogu,	‘Il	regno	longobardo’	(1980);	P.	Cammarosano	and	S.	Gasparri,
Langobardia	(1990);	W.	Pohl	and	P.	Erhart,	Die	Langobarden	(2005);	and	G.	Ausenda	et	al.,	The
Langobards	before	the	Frankish	conquest	(2009).	For	the	Lombards	at	the	end	of	their	rule,	see	S.
Gasparri,	774	(2008).	For	the	Roman	areas	of	Italy,	T.S.	Brown,	Gentlemen	and	officers	(1984);	E.
Zanini,	Le	Italie	bizantine	(1998).

35. P.	Cammarosano,	Nobili	e	re	(1998),	74–83;	C.	Wickham,	‘Social	structures	in	Lombard	Italy’
(2009);	Liutprand,	law	135,	in	Leges	Langobardorum.	For	case	studies	of	local	societies,	see	M.
Costambeys,	Power	and	patronage	in	early	medieval	Italy	(2007);	S.	Gasparri	and	C.	La	Rocca,
Carte	di	famiglia	(2005).	For	the	archaeology/economy,	see	most	recently	N.	Christie,	From
Constantine	to	Charlemagne	(2006);	G.P.	Brogiolo	and	A.	Chavarría	Arnau,	Aristocrazie	e
campagne	nell’Occidente	da	Costantino	a	Carlo	Magno	(2005),	a	general	survey	of	the	west	but
paying	particular	attention	to	Italy.

36. Ratchis,	law	13,	in	Leges	Langobardorum;	for	context,	see	W.	Pohl,	‘Frontiers	in	Lombard	Italy’
(2001).

3.		Crisis	and	transformation	in	the	east,	500–850/1000
1. See	for	Syrian	churches,	A.	Naccache,	Le	décor	des	églises	des	villages	d’Antiochène	du	IVe	au

VIIe	siècle	(1992);	for	irrigation	and	general	agricultural	expansion,	M.	Decker,	Tilling	the	hateful
earth	(2009),	esp.	174–203;	for	Hagia	Sophia,	R.J.	Mainstone,	Hagia	Sophia	(1988).

2. For	surveys	and	bibliography,	see	C.	Panella,	‘Merci	e	scambi	nel	Mediterraneo	in	età	tardoantica’
(1993);	Wickham,	Framing,	713–20.

3. See	in	general	L.K.	Little,	Plague	and	the	end	of	antiquity	(2007);	for	the	plague	pathogen,	among
others	D.M.	Wagner	et	al.,	‘Yersinia	pestis	and	the	plague	of	Justinian	541–543	AD:	a	genomic
analysis’	(2014);	for	its	relative	lack	of	effect,	J.	Durliat,	‘La	peste	du	VIe	siècle’	(1989),	an	article
which	survives	its	critics.

4. See	in	general	Moorhead,	Justinian;	M.	Maas,	The	Cambridge	companion	to	the	age	of	Justinian
(2005);	P.	Sarris,	Economy	and	society	in	the	age	of	Justinian	(2006),	200–27;	for	John	Lydos,
Kelly,	Ruling,	11–104;	for	John	the	Cappadocian,	John	Lydos,	On	powers	(1983)	2.21,	3.57–71.

5. See	for	example	P.T.R.	Gray,	The	defence	of	Chalcedon	(1979).

6. P.	Brown,	‘The	rise	and	function	of	the	holy	man	in	late	antiquity’	(1971);	for	Simeon	and
Theodore,	M.	Kaplan,	Les	hommes	et	la	terre	à	Byzance	du	VIe	au	XIe	siècle	(1992),	199–202,
224–7;	V.	Déroche,	‘La	forme	de	l’informe’	(2004);	M.	Dal	Santo,	Debating	the	saints’	cult	in	the
age	of	Gregory	the	Great	(2012),	195–216;	for	the	demons,	Vie	de	Théodore,	cc.	43,	114–18.


