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USE THE EXISTING, ACTIVATE THE UNSEEN

Comparable to the ‘awakening' of the mining landscape in and
around Lens, the project by Michel Desvigne with which this chapter
began, is the reclamation, development and maintenance of the
forgotien hilly landscape on the outskirts of GIRONA. Under the
leadership of landscape architect Mart Franch, 600 hectares is
being converted into ‘multifunctional green infrastructure’. That
sounds technical, but i practice it means the realisation of so-
called ‘naturban spaces’ where the inhabitants of the Spanish city
can exercise, meet, relax, enjoy, leam and experience - and which
will gve them more than nine times as much green outdaor space
and restore the image of Girona as a green agglomeration.

For this huge operation, landscape architect Franch drew on
Mediterranean landscape features which, surprisingly, were
hardly ever part of the collective consciousness, such as rivers,

extensive woodlands and ™ In her
project description on page 360 Katarina Bajc writes: With such
quality on its own, the landscape does not need a complete
makeover, but a sort of [andscape acupuncture that supports
and intensifies ir.[...] Franch recognised this was a vital task for
landscape architecture as a mediator between landscape and
soclery.”

Dominika Tihanyi spearheads the
changes in Hungarian landscape
architacture

‘We shouldn’t
just draw what
is asked of us’

In one way or another Dominika Tihanyi's work always relates to
the city and the people living n i.Cibes and peopte change with
the challenges they encounter, and especially in today's Hungary,

i y new
ways of desigring for and with urban populatians. In 2000, Tinany.
d rod architects and

group y
founded an office together, aptly ramed Uiriny, which meana 'New
Directions”

Portrait by Mark Hendriks
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Stte qualives transform into Projects are implemented on site Some interventions demand incre- Earfier interventions are revisi-
projects through stakeholer following necessary preparations more time — others can be tied and qualities enhanced
colaboration.

DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES AND NATURAL
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
UNIVERSITY OF COPENHAGEN

Quarterty surveys to Quarterty
identty qualites on ste new or enhanced qualites Quarterly survey Quanterly survey

Dahl C. & Diedrich L. (2020), Building transformative capacities Portusplus 9-2020
7 W

Diedrich L. (2013), Translating Harbourscapes,
PhD thesis, University of Copenhagen
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Barcalona’s Tras Turons: Threa hills and threa crualties Lisa Diedrich, Marina Carvera

Cruelty one: chopping up the site
Itis casy to imagine how che relational atritude of the previ-
ously described design works could have been adoped again
for che Tres Turons, discinguishing he three hills of Turd de la
Crevetadel Coll, Turé del Carmel and Turd de la Rovira as areas
of control to be composed by three individual park designs,
as stated in the 1953 Regional Plan 2 The designs could have
referred to various areas of influence and of effect within the
larger urban Landscape andthe sph lurban

development and rourism. Inscead, che 2018 brief

Ensenanza<>Investigacion

Right pagefrom topto bottom

Figure 1415 Batccrics Park (Jansana, de a Vills, e Prauw,2011),

displaging the

awarded exercise to reconcile urbanization and historical memory.

Figure16 While being parc of Barcclon s Museum of History,

Batteries Park (Jansana, dela Villa, de Paauw, 2011) has become 2

young
fehe i

district could be designed and equipped with new dwellings
to serve as the entrance to the Tres Turons Park. It remains
unclear, s of now, how to gec theindividual pieces back into
the puzzle, and consequendly, how to lend the design of the
Tres Turons the same power s the pre-xisting parks on the
seven hills. The wish to focus on functions (paths, edges and
houses), supporting an overall good-life funtasy, has led the
client to give up on a powerful concept [each hillas an arca
of concrol. Reducing the sice inco dbics and picces

represses the recognirion of cach hill 2 3 mpogeaphical unie
and merges them into n arcificial entity that nonctheless dis-
tinguishes three functional sectors: sector one comprises the
structure of paths around the hills, scctor owo the edges of
the park and sector thre the former Can Bar6 quarry, slaced
t0 accommodate a new residential districc. Reconceptualiz-
ing the Tres Turons chis way means reducing cher to mono-
functional arcas ofcontrol—paths, cdgesand houses—that no
longer stage the three hills as complex socio-spatial realicies in
the Barcelona metropolis. This fragmentation preventsrather
than encourages the designers to relate to widerareasof influ-
ence.Instead, it invites them to focus on aspects of the fture
park and it closest surrounds, and it dissuades them from
looking at the socio-spatial relationships of the hills, slopes,
mountains and mecropolitan landscapes with their larger soci-
ctal systems and worlds of thoughe. Indeed, only two finaliscs
of the compeition, the teams of Jansana, de la Villa, de Paauw,
and ofjornetL lopPastor, dared o challenge the bricfin cheir
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N
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is not only crucl, it also bears che risk of foreclosing power-
il effects on metropolican and intemational levels. This park
could offer more chan fixes to chree funccional issucs.

Cruelty two: hiding the history of practices
Largely unnoticed in the competicion bricf, the three hills
play a prominenc role in the history of Barcclona, linked to
human sectlements around the Medicerranean, o coloniza-
tion and decolonization, to European political ideologies and
conflicts. From a site-thinking point ofview, these are also
areas of influence —realms and ressons for which the site got
shaped by various actors, over time. It is elucidating to unpack
howsome designers have included che conflices and concradic-
cions of hiscory in their projects, while asking ifand how this
mindset could be translaced ino che actual project.

The seven hills have historically been considered to provide
ccosystem services to che ciy: food, wood, water and goods.
When the Rovira hil kop was excavated as an archacolegicalsite
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Nowotny, H., Scott, P.and Gibbons, M. (2001), Re-Thinking Science.
Knowledge and the Public in an Age of Uncertainty (Cambridge:
Polity Press)
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Home » Research by area > Environment » Nature-based solutions

Nature-based solutions

Nature-based solutions and how the Commission defines them, the global context, funding,
collaboration and jobs, projects and results, knowledge platforms, latest publications, news and
events.

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/research-area/environment/nature-based-solutions_en
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Ecosystem Services

The Convention on Biological Diversity (1992) defines an
ecosystem as “a complex of living organisms and the abiotic
environment with which they interact in a specified location.”
In other words, it is a local network of interacting plants
and animals, and the landscape in which they live.
Humankind and ecosystems are strongly interrelated in a
multitude of ways. Direct and indirect benefits from
ecosystems are known as ecosystem services. This term
was popularized by the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment
(MA).

https://unece.org/ecosystem-services-0



" Today, around the world, we are confronted by powerful voices making
proclamations about what counts as good,
and those voices often use interpretations of history, economy, science
— narratives — to support their claims.”

. Andrea Kahn, What Critique Can Do,
Green Is gOOd e International Landscape Biennial Barcelona 2018
Architecture needs to yield profit . . .

Science has proven that . ..




www.scapemagazine.com/scape16/

landscape
architecture

urbanism

#16

2000
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FOR UNMCERTAIN TIMES

recognising dilemmas as a positive way to
frame 'unsolvable’ problems

using reflection while practicing, not
reflection before or after practice

Throughout history, culiures and civilisations have devised countless
ways to contend with uncertainty. Take, for example, the European set-
ting: the ancient Greeks dealt with uncertainty by embracing fatalism
(reflecting their belief that all humans were ensnared in Zeus net of
fate and his humours were neither steady nor calculable). Compare this
to the Enlightenment perspective that frames uncertainty as a lack of
knowledge (serving as a main motivation for, and reflecting belief in,
modern Science). Today, as anyone involved with urban sustainahil -
ity and planetary liveability projects will tell you, uncertainty remains
unavoidable. So, knowing it to be inevitable, what should we do about
it- ignore uncertainty or try to find ways to constructively live with it?

Uncertainty is plastic. For some scientists, uncertainty simply seems
to fall into the category of “what we don't kmow” Could it make more
sense to think about uncertainty another way? Mot as a synonym for
non-knowledge, but instead as those things that are very difficult (or
even impossible) to know with certainty? This definition brings uncer-
tainty into the realm of wicked issues - messy and confusing situations
that canmot be easily sorted out by straightforward mapping or cptimal
solution-oriented design.

‘Wicked issues present maoving targets. Every time we induce inno-
vation or dismupt one part of a system, we trigger dynamic change
elsewhere. As we try to tackle one aspect of transitioning to a more
sustainable future, we inevitably end up fumbling around in the dark to
try figure out how cne change-dynamic shapes others.

Current discussions around self-driving cars provide a good exam-
ple. Data suggests that cars stand parked about 95 per cent of the dme
today. Will self-driving cars help pedestrians reclaim streets and public
space from stationary (private) cars? Or will their confinuous motion
cause a bizarre hyper-congesticn and exponential resource use? Or
will they have other, impossible to foresee, effects, like the Internet and
smart phones had on the music, film and TV industries? We can't know,
with any certainty, what might happen down the line.

Uncertainty surrounds us We can count on it being right in front of
us, presenting us with always ‘incalculable’ isk. More and more in our
global world, we hear arguments that our planet faces an uncertain
future. At the heart of the Anthropocene lies a global climatic roller-
coaster, in stark contrast to the relatively managezable Holocene era of
the past 20,000 years. The genuine political issues of our time revalve
arcund working with planetary uncertainty — what measures to tale,




CROSSING THE LINE

At JPI Urban Eurcpe, the dilemma-driven approach servesas a
waorking hypothesis, exploring how to shape ‘bite-size chunlbs’ of
wicked-type issues in contemporary urban fransformations and
transitions. Our SRIA 2.0 identifies four such dilemmas: digital
transitions in urban governance; from urban resilience to robust-
ness; land-use and urban infrastructures; and public space and
inclusive urban neighbourhoods. Cur approach makes no claim to
be comprehensive, final, or all-inclusive. Rather, we see it as a test,
aprototype - an invitation to franslate one way of framing uncer-
tainty into platforms of bite-size chunks’ to tackle these chunks
together. A nsky approach? Yes, we cerfainly hope so.

WORK WITH UNCERTAINTY

driven work offers a path that points to open urban innovation, in the
sense of being ‘open for communication, ‘open to a multitude’ of com-
munication lines and interfaces.

Tackling challenges remains crucial to a dilemma-driven approach. &
dilemma driven approach drives ‘pull’ {not ‘push’) innowvation. It staris
with particular actors in particular cities and urban areas - city authori-
ties, civil society, as well as business and research, but most importantiy
the so-called ‘problem owners” — bringing forward their problems
and how they look at those problems from their own everyday situ-
ation (‘pulling from’ their real-life experience). Of course, non-local
knowledge inputs from academic researchers and other experts remain

impertant, to help point out things those starting on-the-ground might
otherwise rniss. But the core articulation rmust come from local, every-
Dilermas expose different viewpoints

The dilernmas identified by JPI Urban Europe derive from public
consultations, stakeholder dialogues, project and symposia resulis,
and, of course, European wide policy exchange. Through this
process of open consultations, many quandaries and conflicts
worth exploring get articulated. Enabling improved interfaces in
urban hybrid complexity and fransdisciplinary challenge-driven
approaches is one crucial arqument for adopting the dilemma-
driven approach.

In other words, we think dilermmas can be useful in stakeholder
engagement. They help to shape dialogue spaces between civil
society, urban research and inmovation actors, city autheritdes, and
transnational urban policy makers, where different perspectives are
not at risk of being swept under the mug. Such spaces may emerge

in Brussels, or at conferences, or as occasions in cities and national S 3
. % ] -
communities. .}I'?;::‘Egﬂ:_-‘q!
]

e

Since ‘change happens at the speed of trust’, and aclmowledging
dilemmas can help build trust, we see this as another strong reason
to try a dilemma-driven approach. Dilemmas expose, Tather than

WWW.ScaPemagaZi ne .CO m/scape1 6/ suppress, different ways of seeing the same situation. Since urban

sustainability evoles differant kinds of urban imaginations depend- T [T !
ing cn who you talk to, shaping a platform-type of understanding
#16 of urban sustzinability starts with building trust between many MHH
landscape 2019 groups. waban goaeh  nksinable e
architecture

urbanism iabciund Gapta

Dilemmas value the in-betweesn
Who these days hasn't been baffled, even frustrated, by the frag- s bk ey e
mentation and multitude of approaches, initiatives, actions, fields, .
sactors, and silos in contemporary urban policy or research and
inmovation? Ever more actors from many maore sectors (e.g. urban
studies, research and innovation (R&I), as well as policy sectors, to
name but a few) are joining the sustainable transition conversation, The archipelago: our fragmented urban development land- climate change} are very difficult impaossible?) to predict. In
as they realise the impertance of urban situations for future survival Tr::: ;;:‘:szr;:rii':;p?igr;:'sﬁ”:&fi E:::z;‘:j‘:f‘:;?{lst the end, urban transitions — ‘disruptions’ and new directions-
(and business models). The resulting dispersed and diversified ek a5 ol 3 1 s the ‘wichedmess:in comrent urbaen. :::t try to manage uncersainty only generate more uncertain-
urban policy implementation can be extremely difficult to coordi- tion. Urban planning and management, as well as policy
nate. Since dilemmas articulate and carve cut room for displaced, implementation offer long-standing understanding and Scurce: da Jong, M. Joss, 5. Schraven, D., Zhan, C., & Weinen, M.
in-between issues and concerns, to avoid ending up stunned by reflexivity on wicked issues. Yet, faced with ‘super-wicked , nable—smart-resilient-low carbon—eco-knowledge
issues’, each action generates new moving targets. In short, cities; making sens= of a multitude of concepts promoting sustain-

mmultiplicity {or paralysed by not knowing where to start) dilemma-
phetty (orparaly v a ! projections and ramifications of an action wday (say, towards able urbanzation’, Joumal of Cleaner Production, 109,
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which way to go? Knowing ‘what to do’ probably requires a skill, a
capacity, to work with frictions and tensions. Mechanical, optimizing
procedures don't 'solve’ these wicked issues. To paraphrase sociologist
John Law, we need to work with bite-size chunks' of the societal chal-
lenge of urban transformation.

Uncertainty requires us to accept that when problems present clus-
tered and complex challenges, these can never be simply, or com-
pletely, solved.

So, how to deal with this?

Dilemmas don't have simple solutions

13 CLMATE I 4 LFE I PEAGE, JUSTICE " PAITIERSHPS 3 At the Joint Programming Initiative (JPI) Urban Europe, where we
ATien BELOWMATER %‘m FOR ThE GOALS & focus on programming and designing ways to tackle wicked issues, we
ot " [S)léézf\l?‘le« EPE% propose dealing with uncertainty using co-creation around what we
» ;‘C call a dilemma-driven approach. To do this, we mobilise various kinds
G’-- ALS of actors — city authorities, funders, researchers, civil society, business,

NGOs, policy makers, among others - to work with and express the

The official United Nations Sustainable complex uncertainties invoived in what we call dilemmas.
Development C-?al Poster identifies Key to our recently launched SRIA 2.0: Dilemma-Driven Approach
seventeen Sustainability Development is recognising the UN Sustainable Cities and Communities Goal

Goals (SDGs). They comprise the UN

Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Develop- (SDG 11) - "Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient
ment, adopted by world leaders at the and sustainable’ - as the entry point to all 17 Goals in the UN's Agenda
2015 UN Summit. 2030 for Sustainable Development. The UN's SDGs suggest countless,

difficult {even impossible) to know (uncertainf) - interrelations. Some
are positive synergies and some invoive really tricky trade-offs or con-
flicts. In short, the SDGs, overall, presents many dilemmas.

Dilernmas have no easy, or ready, off-the-shelf solution. Consider, for
example, the Buyout Program in Houston, USA, developed in the wake
of Hurricane Harvey. This initiative to turn flood-damaged properties
into green resilience areas is prompting concems among African-
American and lower-income communities about potential displace-
ment and aggravated housing unaffordability. What to do when an
effort to increase urban resitience in Houston inadvertently also risks
intensifying the city’s segregation and discrimination dynamics? We

www.scapemagazine.com/scape16/

larfdscaf)e 5 ]ig /IA;n:\ . \ face a dilemma around urban robustness and turbulence.
architecture ( it | ( rY J Or ponder this story, relayed by an anthropologist. During a recent
urbanism \v/ A seminar on the Mumbai water infrastructures and citizenship, Nikhil

Anand described a situation where civil engineers in Mumbai appear to
actively work against mapping water leaks, because fixing them would
mean amplifying human suffering for the many marginalised com-
munities that depend on those leaks for everyday water needs. Today,
we've come to expect that increasing functionality in a municipal
water infrastructure should improve liveability for all. (Atleast thisisa
commonly held position among international organisations that urge
local governments in ‘the global South' to fix their infrastructures, ‘save
money, become more expedient/efficient’ etc.) When the local engi-
neers cultivate a kind of ignorance about such ‘fixes,” a dilemma around
the Sustainable Cities and Communities urban functionality and liveability occurs: of course, it would be ‘good”
Goal (SDG 11) as the entry point to all 4 22 rae] to make infrastructures less faulty’, but at times those faults are ‘good’
the UN Sustainable Development Goals. S PR— - or, at least, they have positive value until larger equity and iveability
issues are substantially addressed.

JP| Urban Europe’s diagram showing
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Studied harbour cities in Europe

Lisa Diedrich, design research on site-specific transformation of abandoned harbour areas in Europe (PhD thesis, University of Copenhagen, 2013)
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Lisa Diedrich, design research on site-specific transformation of abandoned harbour areas in Europe (PhD thesis, University of Copenhagen, 2013)
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Metropolitan Landscapes?

Greet De Block 11, Nitay Lehrer 1, Koenraad Danneels 1 & Bruno Notteboom (2]

University of Antwerp, Belgium
KU Leuven, Belgiurm

Abstract

On January 2016, a joint consortium of the Flemish and Brussels Chief Architects published Metropolitan
Landscapes. Espaces ouvert, base de développement urbain/Open ruimte als basis voor stedelijke
ontwikkeling. Based on the assumption that open spaces have the potential to spur and structure future
urban development and surpass administrative boundaries, Metropolitan Landscapes presents research by
design, authored by four prominent design firms with the intention of jumpstarting conversations about a
shared spatial vision for the fragmented territory of Brussels and its periphery.

In this article, we examine the methodology and definitions put forth by Bureau Bas Smets & List, explare
the historical context that has rendered the landscape approach so promising in Brussels, and perform a
thematic and critical reading of the four projects and their underlying rationale. These projects demonstrate
the potential of landscape to engender novel territorial solutions. However, by choosing to ignore competing
spatial claims and tending towards a techno-managerial rationale based on infrastructural and ecological
systems, these designs raise questions as to the capacity of the landscape approach to deal with ever-
present socio-palitical concerns in Brussels.

Keywords

Metropolitan Landscapes; Bureau Bas Smets & List; Brussels; urban design; landscape
design; design methodology
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