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Part graphic novel, part memoir, Wake is an 

imaginative tour de force that tells the story 

of women-led slave revolts and chronicles 

scholar Rebecca Hall’s efforts to uncover the 

truth about these warriors who, until now, 

have been left out of the historical record. 

omen warriors planned and led slave revolts 

on ships during the Middle Passage. They 

fought their enslavers throughout the Amer- 

icas. And then they were erased from history. 

Wake tells the story of Dr. Rebecca Hall, a historian, 

granddaughter of slaves, and woman haunted by the 

legacy of slavery. The accepted history of slave revolts 

has always told her that enslaved women took a back 

seat to men in fighting for freedom. But Rebecca decides 

to look deeper, and her journey takes her through old 

court records, slave ship captains’ logs, crumbling 

correspondence, and even the forensic evidence from 

the bones of enslaved women from the “African burial 

ground” uncovered in Manhattan. She finds women 

warriors everywhere. 

Using in-depth archival research and a measured 

approach to historical imagination, Rebecca constructs 

the likely pasts of women rebels who fought for freedom 

during the Middle Passage, as well as the stories of 

women who led slave revolts in colonial New York. We 

also follow Rebecca’s own story as the legacy of slavery 

shapes her life, both during her time as an attorney and 

later as a historian seeking the past that haunts her. 

The exploration of both a personal and national 

legacy, Wake is a powerful reminder that while the 

past is gone, we still live in its wake. 
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I grew up in this city, but 

left New York a long 
time ago to go to law 

school at Berkeley, 
Iwas a tenant's rights 

attorney for eight years, 

I believed even 

then that justice had 

to be fought for, 
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Legal doctrine teaches a clear idea of 
justice, but the world only showed me 

justice distorted, Everywhere I looked, 
racism and sexism warped the very 

possibility of justice, 

For example, I would see 
my Black women plaintiffs get 

half the money damages awarded 
to them that my white women 

plaintiffs would get in the 
very same case, 
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(L T = j— he latest research on juries shows 

Jook, I don’t know how else to say this, but 

you need to act like white women on the stand, 
You have to show your vulnerability, 

show your painil 



Or when I walked into 

a courtroom to do my job, 

Thad to fight or I would 

be turned away, 

| Attorney for 

| the plaintiff, 
| please check in, 

The defendant's 

chair ig that way, 
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A WARS MSS -: S SS ZINE — 
ee et oe at GEN could “win” these cases for my clients, 

(> RAS But I felt the need to see underneath the 
f g “justice system”—to get at the root 

of what was warping the world, 

So I went back to school to get a PhD 
in history, 1 studied the history of race and 

gender in America, And it became clear to me 
that in order to understand our experience ag 

Black women today, I had to study slavery, 
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I dove straight into the erased, the unspoken, 

the blank spaces in the documents, 1 felt compelled 
40 uncover the stories of other Black women 

who fought for justice, Those women warriors 

who fought their enslavement, 

I decided to write my 

dissertation on women who 

led slave revolts, and 
that research brought me 

back to New York City, And 

1 away from my partner and gon, 

Thad no idea that uncovering their 

stories would be its own Fightin 
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When you think about New 
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So how are you supposed 

to Find anything? Oh, it’s like anything 
in this work—needles 

in haystacks, 
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Chapter 2 

Dom Regina vs, Negro Slaves 
History written by the victors 

always erases resistance, And those 
of ug who live in the wake | rving learn 

that we were inferior and needed 

to be conquered and enslaved, This is 
the afterlife of slavery that the 

victors need us to inhabit, One in which 

we have always already lost and have 
accepted our fate ag handed to us, 
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But we always resisted slavery, 
Our constant resistance was central 

to bringing about slavery’s end, 
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I came here not only to recover 
the history of this resistance, 

but also to specifically find the 
women whose stories had been 

written out of slave revolts, 
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- After reading every scrap of every story 

NEW YORK CITY, 199 about slave revolts, 1 came across ones that included 

? S \ Vd \ W, women, but only if I read between the lines, 



There was a slave revolt in New York City in 1712. 
The few history books in which it is discussed 

describe the participants as a group of men, 

In that year, Robert Hunter, the colonial 
governor of New York, wrote to the 

Lords of Trade back in England, 

He told them about "A bloody conspiracy of 
some of the slaves of this place to destroy 

as many inhabitants as they could.” 

They did this, he explained, to avenge themselves for 

"some hard usage they apprehended to have received 
from their masters, (for I can find no other cause),” 
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planned a revolt, which took place in April, 

"Tying themselves to secrecy by sucking ae 

ye blood of each other’s hand,” they e223 

They burned down a building and then shot the white people 
who came to extinguish the fire, and then fled, The governor 
called on the militia to "drive the island" and claimed to the 

Lords that "we found all that put the design in execution, six 
of these having first laid violent hands vpon themselves,” 
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After the trial, twenty-seven were 
“condemned, whereof twenty-one were 
executed, one being a woman with child, 

her execution by that means suspended.” 
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OF the twenty-one sentenced to death, \ 

do we read this as one was a woman, 
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or do we read it as of the twenty-one 
condemned, one of the women was Pregnant? 



These documents didn’t give me 

enough information about enslaved 

women who might have been involved 

in this revolt, so I have come to look 
at the original court records at the 

Municipal Archives, 
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Wait, what had "she" previously said? 
Did they record what she said before? 

Did I miss it, buried in all of the arcane 
AVOOs British court language? 

In the documents I’ve 

unearthed, I find a 

lot of "Dom Regina.” 

That means "the queen.” Because 
Nir|| P 

New York was still a British colony, 7 it ig not just the title of . iN ae 

IS the case: we see "Dom Regina’ Y 40) 

over and over in the text 

of the court record, 
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It is invoked every time 

a crime is alleged because 

the legal philosophy, then 
and now, ig that crimes 

are wrongs committed 

against the state, 

It feels like a playground bully 
In AFA2Z, Dom Regina was the state, 2 who tells you over and over 

and invoked every time a day or date ig rf R again that he is the strongest 

mentioned because Dom Regina IS time, : in order to make it true, And in 

Dom Regina is everything and everywhere, a way, it is that, This is how 

language creates power, 
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1 Dom Regina 

ye Yf 1 No, only this: "Having said no 

| eel NK more than she had previously said 
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record what they had said before, 

but if who we 

are and what 

we care about 

are deemed 

irrelevant, 

it won't be 

in there, 
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Slaves revolted repeatedly throughout 
the history of slavery, But 1 wanted to 

Sy Know what motivated these women to do 

this at this particular time and place, 

As a historian of = 

slavery in British America, - 

how do I honor these 

ancestors and the 

sacrifices they made? 
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It is the least I can do for these women, I can tell their 

story, using everything I Know to be true about their 

lives, and add the parts we don’t know but could be true, 
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The answers to my questions can’t be 
found here, They can’t be found in the 
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I can make some 

educated guesses about 

what happened, 
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What drove them to revolt? 

It is time for a measured use 

of historical imagination in 

order to reconstruct a story, 
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How are we supposed 

to make it without Ekua? 

< 

\ 

& 

I honestly 

don’t Know, 

Ekva, that man who thinks he 

owns me—I can’t have that 

man’s baby( 1’d rather die than 

bring THAT into this world, 
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Amba, I'm not going 

NM tolet that happen, 

Take this, Amba, Make 

he tea like I told you, 
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Ree I remember Ekua, When everyone thought I 
RAS wag dying, Ekua came to me and helped me push PR 

aes my gon out, She stayed with me and used her 

‘ strength to keep me from crossing over, 
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I remember Ekua, A mighty Obeah woman, 

She could make the crooked line straight, I 
might have been born in this land, but Ekva 

taught me the power of the ancestors, How 
I would be with them when I pass, 
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I remember Ekua, When I was brought of f the slave ship right 
there on that dock, I thought I was dead, And all the whites 

were like hungry ghosts, and even my countrymen dismissed me, 
calling me a saltwater slave, But Ekua took to me, 

H She loved me, Cared for me like 

a Iwas her own, I loved her, She 

1 wag everything to me, 
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4 It ig time to go Let us go 

before the watch comes 

and beats us bloody for 

Ene out this late, 
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And we will be next if we 

don’t fight back, 
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\, e are ready to Fight, 

< But first, we take The Oath, 

like Ekua taught us, 
—s 
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NEL 

Ekua taught us if we 

take The Oath and we 
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join our 

strength to Ekva’s, 
where we continve 

the Fight against 

’ I better die in this fight, If I get 

p 3 captured, that man will never let me 
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New York governor's letter to Dom Regina 

June 23, 1712 

We found all that put the design into execution, six of these 

having first laid violent hands upon themselves, the rest 

forthwith brought to trial before ye Justices of this place .. . 

Twenty-seven condemned, whereof twenty-one 

were executed, one being a woman with child, 

her execution by that means suspended. . . 

Some were burnt others hanged, one broke on the wheele, 

and one hung a live in chains in the town, so that 

there has been the most exemplary punishment inflicted 

that can possibly be thought of... 
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We know From court 

records that after 

the revolt, Sarah and 

Abigail were both 

Sentenced to death, 

HN) aS SS 

ies ami’ ae 

NEW-YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 2000 

Chapter ¥ 
Sarah or Abigai/ 

+ D ! ” 

The pregnant woman had her 
execution delayed until after 

She gave birth because 

that baby was someone’s 

property, 

Sarah or Abigail? 
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In researching the answer to that question, I bumped 

into a historian’s worst nightmare—especially when she 

is trying to write the history of enslaved women, 

\. 
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Ly 
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i) hl CoS 

assuming there are any 

documents to be found at all, Bae 
a 

Governor Hunter asks 

the queen for pardons for the 
slaves he reprieved, 

He explains that enough had 
been executed, "more have 

suffered than we can find were 

active in this bloody affair,,," 

Hunter writes: "I beg you will 

procure Her Majesty's Pleasure 

to be signifyed to me for their 

pardon, for they lye now in prison 
at their master’s charge," 



To find the answer, I need to review 

the correspondence between New York's 

colonial governor, Robert Hunter, and 
the Dom Regina’s Lords of Trade, 

The letters traveled back and forth by 
ship, between New York and England, 

taking weeks or months in each direction, 

A reprieve is temporary, Only the queen 

had the power to issve a pardon here, 

On March 4Y, 1743, almost a year 

after the trials, Hunter writes the 
Lords of Trade, reminding them of the ie 

slaves awaiting execution, and says, 1 find a letter from the secretary of 

"T have not had the honor of your the Lords of Trade dated April 23, 1743, 

Lordship’s commands since last Fall.” Saying that ag soon as we "Know Her 
Majesty’s Pleasure" regarding the other 

pardons, Hunter will be informed, 



Hunter, a year and a half later, having 
still heard nothing, writes again, reminding 
them of the woman who ig still being held: 

"There is likewise a Negro woman who was 

indeed privy to the conspiracy but pleading her 
belly, was reprieved, she is since delivered, but 

in woeful condition ever since, and I think has 
suffer’d more than death by her long 

imprisonment, if their Lords think fit to include 
her, I should be pleased, for there has been 

much blood shed already on that account, I’m 
afraid too much, and the people are now easy," 

Now, three years after 

the revolt, and Sarah OR 

Abigail is still in jail, 

I review every letter between 
them for the next five years, 

until Governor Hunter is recalled 

to England in 14720, There is no 

mention of a pardon, 
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During that time, no one wag meant to stay in jail for 

more than a few days, The punishment was inflicted 
on the body itself—branding, amputation, 

execution—not by serving a prison sentence, These 

jails, or *gaols," were miserable places: exposed, 
cold, hard surfaces Filled with excrement and vermin, 

Ultimately, the fate of Sarah or 

Abigail gets lost in political 
upheaval, Hunter doesn’t hear from 
the secretary until June 22, 1715, 

over three years after he first 

petitioned the queen, 

Queen Anne has died and been succeeded by 

the incompetent King George, "His 

principal amusement, apart from 

conversing with his mistresses, had been 

cutting paper into pretty patterns,” 

Or did he order her execution Could Hunter have 
i before he returned to England? 

just let her go? 
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Chapter 5 of 
The Search for the Negro Fiend i 

— 
oe | \ = 

i / | SANTA CRUZ, CALIFORNIA, 2000 

| 
Before I continue my quest to 

unearth these stories, I take 
a much-needed break with my 

family to restore my energy. 

PY PE bee asa ee 

‘ - oye 

As Auvdre Lorde said: 

"Caring for myself is not 
self-indulgence, it is self- 

preservation, and that is an 

act of political warfare,” 

Ugh, he'd eat all 
the sand on this 

beach if we let him, 

pel ps Wet 
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eS \\ eee per iteny 



I’m hoping there is some 
natural limit, Like he will 
stop eating it before it 

makes him sick, 

SO AR Atha 
Cee 

rw 
\ \) 

yp) 

a 

= 

I head back to New York y | this time one that took 

City to try to recover another NY place in 4708, four years earlier 
revolt led by a woman, than the revolt involving 

Abigail, Sarah, Amba, and Lily, 
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Thad stumbled across a clue to this 
earlier revolt while I was reviewin 

the court records of the 1742 Revolt, 

ta Be 28, 8h 
I found a law that had been Sut < 

created in 1708 in response to al [68S 

an uprising, tan c yA 
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through newspapers 
from the year 1708, INS 

ae ar 

lag 

y 

-I¥ I headed to the New York | \Z 
Public Library to look nN 



February 9-16. 
In the British colonies that would J 

become the United States, there was January 26 1707/8: On Saturday 

only one newspaper in existence — d i, Wr arate ae 

the weekly Boston News-Letter, night William Hallet jr Esq his wife 

_- and their five children were murdered 

by an indian man and a negro woman 

their own slaves and were apprehended 

and confessed to that fact. 

into the archive so 1 could 
tell the story of that 

woman and that revolt, J es This story has been 
almost completely silenced 

in the history of slave 
revolts, though seven 

white people were killed and 
four slaves were executed, 

More, the revolt resulted in the 
statutory Framework that shaped 

slave control, and was a crucial linchpin I pieced together as much of 
in turning New York from a society the story as I could from newspapers, 
with slaves into a slave society, 2 government correspondence, estate 

documents, and even a nineteenth-century NO .4/) 

“history” book that talks about it, Ea 

AiAnds 

The only names I could Find 
for those enslaved involved in 

the revolt was one "Indian Sam,” 

The woman is only ever referred 

to as the "Negro Wench," or the 

"Negro Fiend,” 
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Documents Relative to the 

Colonial History of the City of New York, Volume 5. x N 
Ul 
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To the Right Hon. The Lords Commissioner of Trades and Plantations. . . S 

I have nothing new to aquaint you with, only that a most barbarous 

— 7 ‘ MUNA O00 2 AA (2 ve 
se 

a TL 

murder has been committed upon the Family of One Hallet by an 

Indian Man Slave, and a Negro Woman, who have murder d their 

Master, Mistress and five Children; The slaves were taken, and I 

immediately issued a special commission for the Tryal of them, 

which was done, and the man sentenced to be hanged, and 
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lit the Woman burnt, and they have been executed; 
acco ‘< 0). 3 ‘ exe 

=. iw oy They Discovered two other Negros their 

8 s — re accomplices who have been tryed, 
ae ih = 2 < 

Lerin } Z condemned & Executed. 
emez, my N 
< hm a Sth a I am, My Lords, 

Your Lordships most faithful and hum. AS 

Serv. Cornbury Y, : 
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the slavers tonight, 
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In jail, they awaited trial, The men 
were hanged, and the Negro Fiend 

was burned at the stake, 

=. > 

——— AS 

— 4) 

—= 

Newtown 

And why was that? Why was she the 

only one burned at the stake? 



New York was a colony of England, and as 

such, English law prevailed, And in the English 

legal system (and in the United States today, 

inherited from its colonial days), there are 
two Kinds. of law: "common law," which is 
created by judges in specific cases and then 

later applied to the same or similar cases, 

and "statutory law,” where the government 

‘enacts a statute that governs the matter, 

4, Common Law 

2, Statutory Law 

4, Actus Revs (criminal act) 

2. Mens Rea (guilty mind) British law was very specific about 
punishment in cases like these, In 

oy FEL 0 3 } 

AVE i) A criminal law, there is the act (e.g. 
) 2k oy o 

a killing) and then, depending on the 
circumstances, a designation for 
that act, For example, the act of 
“killing” could be self-defense, and 

therefore not classified as a crime, 

manslaughter, or first-degree 

murder when the Killing was 
premeditated, 

AP) (ee 

4, Actus Reus: Killing 
2. Mens Rea: Treason 

Way back in 1352, King Edward 111 

created a statute that saidif a 
woman killed her husband or 

master, the Killing is "treason" 
and the required punishment was 

to be burned at the stake, In such 

cases, the killing was not 
“murder” but "treason" against 
the state because a woman's 
husband or master wag considered 

“her natural lord," and killing him 
was like killing the monarch, It 
was a crime against The State, 

1. The very essence of Patriarchy 
= 2. In case you were wondering 
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I wasn’t hopeful that 
/] I would find the Negro 

I'm hopeful that a trial Fiend’s story. 
means a court record for this | me 
warrior, aka the Negro Fiend, f f ANZ 

VANE 

Having found that so oS 

little had been recorded Sf, 
TR about Sarah, Abigail, ie i ASS 

. Amba, and the others, fil \\\) S 

OF course, I would love to Know more about her 
beyond what I’ve learned so far, An account 

written from the nineteenth century, "The Annals 
of Newtown,” says that the woman confessed to 
the killing and that she did it because she was 

Forbidden from going out on the Sabbath, 

ame: 
| But if there was a confession, 

there wouldn’t have been a trial, 

And why were there enslaved 
people from other places involved? 

No, that motive makes no sense, 

And 1 am certain that the reason this was never 

classified as a revolt was because it was a woman 
who led it, And historians teach that women didn’t 
do this kind of thing, They might kill their masters 
in some feminine Fit of pique, but that’s different 
from participating in, or even planning, a revolt, 

Historians would have seen "woman" and "murdered 
her master" and immediately dismissed it as some 

\\ Nae Kind of individual household violence, Coordinated 
VAIS 6 he hwo 0% acts of violent resistance were exclusively planned 

—_ by men, conventional wisdom held, 



But I found that this was in fact a 

revolt, and the Negro Fiend was its 
leader, I had to do extensive The Court of Oyer and Terminer 

research into eighteenth-century ("hear and determine) would have 

British criminal procedure, but I found heard her case, If I could only Find 
what court I was looking for: the records of that court, 

I'd learn more about her{ 

The central archive in Queens County had a 
stray roll of microfilm labeled "Records of the 
Court of Oyer and Terminer, 4740-1760, reel 4, 

part B," which was a good thirty-five to 
Fifty-two years after the revolt, 

[ACSA eae coe eae zs." 

———— 
"2, 

ee 

They had no idea where the earlier 
reels were, or if they even existed, 

Pe OR 

The superior court clerk, civil division, had a book 

of records for the court of Oyer and Terminer for 
1720, but nothing else before or after that date, 

\\ \ \ ) AN 

NAN 
The only place the records 

could be, they explained, was 
with the clerk’s of fice of the 

Queens County Criminal Court, 

It was a mile away, and my flight 
home was due to leave that evening, 



Iran all the way there, 6) 

—4 

vy 

Loy e, ‘. VA 

$ 7 

And crashed directly 
against current 

configurations of race, 

gender, power, and 

access, 

s\J 

) i i i ie 

This wasn’t just an archive, It 

was the current criminal court for 

Queens County, and I arrived ona 

regular court day, 

The records I needed were held by 

the regular criminal court clerk, 
But Thad to get through the 

security line to get to them, 



Excuse me, sir, I'm here 

W doing historical research 

at the clerk's of fice for 

my dissertation, 



There is no way you 

are getting in here 

with a computer! 

Look, this ig my last day in New York, I fly 
out tonight, If 1 go back to my hotel to 

return the computer, I won't be able to get 
back here before the building closes, Can I 

just leave it here with you while I go into 
the clerk’s of fice? 

A Can you just hold on to it, like \ 
all the other stuff yourve 

confiscated from people in line? 

I need it for my work, 

Here ig my bar card, 

I’m an attorney, 

ih 
Well, you aren’t a New 

York attorney—you’re a 
California attorney, So 

you can’t come in here with 

that computer, 

I can’t do that, Your computer 

could be broken and then you could 
blame me, You could sue me, Asa 

lawyer, you should know that, 



y= jy 
Ufa Ul! 

Mian’ @ ag 

N 

| Okay, okay, calm down 
MY This is what we are 

N going to do, Call the 
clerk’s of fice, 

Are you kidding me? 1 could practice law 
across the street at the federal court, \ 2 1 \ 
I could argue a case before the Supreme | WY ly Ja 

Court of the United States, f 

If you can get someone 

from there to come ovt and 

walk you in, over there, 

“4, Ue f\\ 4 

TU } / 
and you have the audacity | \ 

to Keep me out of the Queens 

County criminal court building \\\ 
because I have a computer?(? 

I will let you in with 
that computer, 



an old criminal case and— 

Clerk's of fice, 
F ‘a b 

INC an Good afternoon, I'ma 

ee h historian doing research on 

“ BY 

q 

Oh yes, Well, This case 
is from long before 

case numbers and— 

Are you joking? How do 

you even Know it was a 

criminal case? 

If you want to write about women 
being burned at the stake, go 
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So enough of all of this legal, 
technical stuff for now, 

4 FUGLTLVE SLAVE CLAUSE 
-US CONSTITUTION 
2 FRIGG V. FA1642 

3 FUGITIVE SLAVE ACT 

-NATLONALLZES SLAVERY , 

How can we Know, as 

students of history, 

what it was like tobe a 

slave? What it felt like? 

CAUPZOMN 
COLORED PEOPLE 
OF BOSTON, one SALLE 

YOU ane hereby nespectily CAUTIOND ond 

advised, to ausid converninguith the 

Watchmen and Pole (fficers 
cece bt boston; 
vss revk tome ant 
KINASE 
Slave Catchers, 

a 

Be sure toread the 

newspaper articles 
in your reader on 

Margaret Garner, 
the so-called "Black 
Medea," on whom 

this book is based, 

Keep a Sharp Look Out for 
KIDNADPERS and have 

As a historian, 1 don’t normally 
teach novels, but to try to get at 

this question, we will be reading Toni 
Morrison's Beloved for next week, 



Hey, Vicky, 

what’s vp? 



So I'm hoping it’s 

okay if I don’t read it 

again for next week, 

Uhm, I already read 
Beloved for another 

class last semester, 

That's fine, as 

long as you are able 

Yeah, 

id horribl 
" is 

GO 2 

Pretty upsetting, 

isn’t it? 

Yeah, I think 

about that a lot, 

; 
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Whenever I 
eee this book,,, 
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My students inspired my research, 

and go did my family history, 

Grandmother Harriet Thorpe, 
1 pour this libation for you and 

request your guidance, Born a slave, though you passed long 
before I was born, my father loved you 
deeply and always told stories about you. 
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I learned of your struggles 
Bndlek yourleowerbuliscinie: Hew I've done nothing like this before, I 
nothing got you down for long, have never even spoken to you before 

now, But you've been in my thoughts 

since Iwas a little child, 



As 1 grew older and learned more about 
you and about life, Ihave felt your 

H] indomitable spirit and the spirit of all my 
KR ancestors, including those in slavery, 
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is hard, and it hurts, 

eh, 
y ~ ' i Y/ See : 

i 

Yet, Grandmother, you 1 don’t Know how our people 
? ’ ri 

survived, and even thrived, could survive slavery, 
though you were born a slave, 

And now, I have to believe 

if they could survive that, 
we can survive today, 



The least I can do is 

discover their history and 

teach their stories, 

1 am called to do this work, and now 
I need your strength, your warm 

heart, and your determination, 

Thank you, Nana Harriet, 

for all you have given me, 

Thank you, and please 

be with me now, 

SP witals Ns 

*Sweet Honey in the Rock, “Song of the Exiled,” Live at Carnegie Hall, 1987. 
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Time for bed, 

all of you, 

‘aD \ 

But not "Go to Sleep, 
Little Pickaninny, 

Momma’s Gonna Swat 

You if you Don't," 
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Squire Sweeney didn’t let any of 
us learn on his plantation, and 
after slavery, all my time was 

spent working and earning money, 



< 
You need to set your Vig » 
sights on something | dem } 

more realistic, 

4 5 s 
i 

When you Finish your 

education, apply to be a 
postal clerk, They hire 

Negroes for that, 



Don’t DAD met A postal clerk is 

a respectable, good-paying job. F 

It’s a far cry from being wa 
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Or a domestic like 

eS mw a janitor at a meat- your mother, 

o> packing plant like me, a 
YY res 
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: (te him dream, 

; NU Haywood, 

Why should we let him 

get his hopes upit 
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Don’t listen to him, 

Otto, 

He’s just tired, He’s— 

You have hada ¥ 
rough time, too[ 

eS No ways tired] 
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4913, Nana Harriet has gone to Chicago for work, 

leaving the rest of the family behind in Nebraska, 
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Harriet, we have no 

choice! Those white 

folk said leave town, 

'S 

That ig our house, We worked 

hard and bought that house, 

We can stay and Fight| 
Remember what your 

father says, If you stand 

up, they will back down, 
They are truly little 

scared boys| 

I know it’s our hovse| We 

are joining you in Chicago, We 

will try to sell it from there, 

We can’t just 

vp and leave 

When the Ku Kluxxers were Laeeqits 

coming for your family at S ai 

the Hall Plantation, ISS IN 

= tl IN SN 

your father blew the head of Ff the 
first man through the door of your 

cabin 'n’ they all ran of f scaredi 

Not before my mother was 
hurt. You know that{ She 

miscarried and died goon after, 



Haywood, I don’t 

even Know what 

t© gay to that, 

I’m sorry, but you would 

all be dead if he hadn't 
shot that peckerwoog— 

Look, Chicago will be 

better for all of us, 

}] You work there half 
the time anyway, 

M/k 
They wouldn't have 
even come for my 

family if Dad wasn’t 

so uppity, organizing 

that Negro militia— 
a2 

The pay is better and there is 

more work, Endless work for me 
There is no place to 
stay, No room for 

the whole family, 

Now that Otto's moved out, 

it ig just me, Eppa, and Junior, 
And he’s fifteen years old, 

Exact same age I was the 

night of that Klan attack, it il 
jee Seanl) 

aN. 

We had to move on north 

after that, and now I 

gotta move my family on 
| —~ farther north, Junior is old 

enough to work now, maybe 

Find his own place to stay, 

=/ 71 \ 

weil il 
el ‘l q \ 

ie 

Woman, that’s the 

end of it{ We will be 
there tomorrow on 

the five o'clock train, 



CHICAGO, 1920 

There being a quorum of of ficers 

and members present, the meeting 

of the Prince Hall Order of the 

Eastern Star is called to order, 

Sister Harriet, are the plans 

Final for this year’s commemoration 
of the Emancipation Proclamation? 

Yes ,they are| We have a 

larger venve than last time, 

And this year I will be directing 

the children in their musical 
offering, They will be in their 

best suits and dresses, 

They will start by singing "Get On 
Board," in four-part harmony, Then— 



CH It is a part of living in the wake of 

yi slavery, We must defend the dead and 
Fight the violence inflicted on them by 

their erasure from the record, 

i I knew I needed to continue this My grandparents survived 

research and write these stories, slavery, It was not easy, 

They lost the house they bought from 

decades of janitorial and domestic 

work because of racist violence, 

They continued their Great Migration north 

from Omaha to Chicago, OF course, Harriet was 
tired, even while singing "No Ways Tired,” 

But her spirit, her joy in 
the face of it: I can feel 

that burning in my heart, 
ore. ——- ~~ 

ee Pee 
2) To continue my research, the 
Tao next stop on this journey had 

. _ to be London, 
&) 
| 
hy 

= 

the center of government 

for British America and its 

slave-built empire, 

Right, 1 guess I 

need clothes, too, 





“i as eee Chapter 7 
England and the Slave Trade 

In England 1 would find a new set of 
stories: women-led revolts on slave ships, 
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house, 

| LONDON, ENGLAND, 2002 Kee 

Ah, I see Dom Regina 

A ig still in the 

Great Britain{ The | 
Sun never sets on the Fn 

British Empires 



They take their 
tea and their 

sugar seriously 

to forget that the 

tea comes from their 
colonization of Agia, 

yu 
‘ 

K\ ere 

yall / 
hea "ih. | N 
Sugar was another crop 

] they availed themselves of 

after making good use of 

the labor of the enslaved, 
ves 

~ 

Enslaved people worked the land and 
harvested crops like sugar and cotton 
and built the infrastructure of trade 

and the colonies themselves, 

England accumulated so 
much free capital through 
our labor that it paved the 
way for England to be the 

first to industrialize, 
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’ I keep forgetting 

the rearview ig on 

the other side| 

La", : 
Sie 

I really love it here, 
though, So much rich 

history, so much culture, 

The deep-green countryside 
with its three-thousand- 

year-old chalk carvings. 

PLR 
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The ancient buildings and stone 

circles are fascinating, 



And the people are go nice and 
respectful, It feels so differen 

than being Black at home, 

they are nice to me because they & 

know I won't be staying, 
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And this spot looks like the 
evidence room for a crime, 

Y =i 



I’ve come to the parliamentary archives to begin my 

search for more information on women in slave revolts, 
And who knows, maybe either here or at the public 

records of fice I can find out what happened to Sarah 

or Abigail, and the name of the Negro Fiend, the one 

who was burned at the stake after the 1708 revolt, 

What I’ve found instead is a lot } 
of information about the slave 

trade, the Middle Passage, and 
women in slave ship revolts, 

The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade spanned 
four hundred years, from the late 1400s to 

the late 1800s. England didn’t really become 
a player until the mid-46008, but what they 

lost in time they made up for in numbers, 

It started asa trickle, but by the mid- 
(46005, as the demand for slaves exploded, 
it turned into a Flood, Scholars estimate 

that at least twelve million Africans were 

brought to the Americas as chattel slaves, 
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There was also a high mortality rate among 

the people who were forced to march to 

the coast, who died as they waited in the 

barracoons—the cages where they were kept 
before being loaded onto the slave ships, 

It doesn’t include the people who died 
Waiting on the ships, shackled below ag 
the slavers sailed from slave trading 
port to slave trading port down the 

coast of West Africa until they had 
Just the right cargo, That alone could 

take weeks or months, 

And they died during the Middle Passage 

itself, 1f they made it to the 
Americas, they died in the first year of 

"seasoning," ag it was called, where they 
died of disease or were worked to death, 



VICTORIA TOWER, HOUSE 
OF PARLIAMENT, LONDON 

of that, the mortality 
estimates are between 

20 and 50 percent of 

the captives, 

] : Millions and millions 
| and millions of people, 

| gone, Just gone, 

sete j PET UT TORT 

I'm going to have to 
keep your passport while 

you are here, Also, a guard 

will be accompanying you. 

Good morning, I have 

an appointment to 

use the archives, 

x 7, 
lf Mo Passport, please. )/ 
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Li. 

I would like to look at 2 \ mad 
any records you have on 

slavery and the slave 
trade, eighteenth century, 

Mix] slavery! Well, some things on the 
abolition of the slave trade, but But the slave trade 

that is nineteenth century, itself was highly 
regulated by the 

British government, ‘hh |! a | 
| 
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And this igs an archive 

for the records of the 

British government, 

Pa The British would like 

ig vs to think that their 

VY only role in the trade 
Was its abolition, 

But the slave trade 

Was central to 

England's economy, and 



é Laws created and 

maintained the trade, and 

the Crown gave out a 

monopoly on the trade to 

a company called the Royal 
African Company, John 

Locke, a luminary of the 

Enlightenment and perhaps 
the central theorist of 

American democracy, was a 

stockholder, 

The infamous Brookes Diagram 
was itself created from the 

regulation of the slave trade, 

You can see that if you look closely at 
the top: "Stowage of the British Slave 

Ship Brookes under the REGULATED 

SLAVE TRADE,” It demonstrated the 

maximum number of slaves allowed under | 
the Slave Trade Act of 4788. 

Can you repro- 

duce these, 

tf 

shipped to me 

in the United 

States? 

Va 

WZ, 
And these, 
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— This is crucial history, y 
and if it ig taught in b F 

school at all, it is taught Ww = : Te Both © these paradigms are 

horribly, We are either wrong, History is more complicated 

told that Europeans or we are taught the opposite: 

went into West Africa that Africans sold their own 
and kidnapped helpless brothers and sisters into 

slavery while Europe innocently Africans living in Stone le 
Age conditions, tapped into an existing supply. 

than either of these accounts, and 

history, by definition, ig the study 

of change over time, A lot changed 

in the four-hundred-year sweep of 

Atlantic slave trade history, 



At first, Europeans could get to West Africa, but 

because of the wind and currents, they didn’t have the 

means to return, Eventually they turned to the lateen 

gail, which allowed them to tack against the wind, 
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By the mid-44Q008, the Portuguese were trying 

to land on the coast and raid for slaves, 
but they were driven back every time, West 

Africa in this age was made up of powerful 

nation-states with strong militaries, 

In the early days of the trade, Europeans had to 
make trade agreements with individual king doms, 

and their trading forts were limited, 

geographically, to the coasts, 

They made their weapons with iron, and anywhere 
horses could travel, they were already in use, 

Europeans had those poor-quality muskets, and if they 
could keep the powder dry, by the time they could get 
them loaded, they would have already been killed by the 

iron spears and arrows of the African militias, 

In addition, slaves were traded in Africa, as they 
were pretty much everywhere else in the world, 

But the preexisting slaves in Africa were not 
slaves in the way they came to be in the 

Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade, 

75. 

i¢ 

Chattel slavery, the system the captives would enter 
into, was race-based, for life, and a status inherited by 

your children, Slaves in Africa tended to be war captives 
or criminals, often treated similarly to serfs in Europe, 
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African Kings and other elites would trade 

some of these slaves—the war captives, the 
criminals—to Europeans, usually in exchange for 
nonessential items, Goods that brought them 

status, This trade was very small, a trickle 
compared to what would later develop, 

ian 4 
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\s time passed, two things changed: 4, As Europeans 
colonized the Americas, they needed huge amounts 
of labor, European demand for slaves skyrocketed, 
And 2. Evropean military technology improved, and 

outstripped that of West African kingdoms, 

(uae Leas: SS 
By the mid-46008, these two factors combined caused 

devastation in West Africa, The European powers : 
started trading items very strategically, to create f 

as much "supply" of captives as possible, This evolved y 
into what we call the "gun-slave cycle.” 

They would trade one gun for one captive, 
In order for these kingdoms to protect 

their people from being traded by rival 
Kingdoms, they would have to capture and 

trade their enemies to get guns, 

) 



Now from the African perspective, it was trade or be 

traded, The trickle became a flood, And African kingdoms fought 

and captured their enemies—not their "brothers and sisters.” 
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There was no concept of an "Africa” back then, That 
ig a twentieth-century construct, They Fought with rival 

nations and ethnic groups and fortified their kingdoms 
with as much European weaponry as possible, 

This archive is a repository for 

the records kept on the slave ships 
themselves: the captains’ logs and 
the logs of the ships’ surgeons, 

Captains and surgeons were required to keep 

detailed information on each voyage, so they 
could be accountable to their investors, the 

Royal African Company regulators, the British 

government, and slave ship insurance companies, / G To learn more will require a deep 

A dive into the archive of the business 

practices of the slave trade, 
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WREST 
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I better get comfortable, 
I will be here awhile, 



This is some of the most disturbing 

material a historian of slavery has 
to think through, and that is saying 

something, 

- May 20: “got 200 Slaves, 425 Slaves on board 

*Died a Man Slave No. 8. 

“Departs Whydah on May 31, 1770.” 
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June 7: “Slaves pretty healthy, little else 

remarkable.” 
—— 
_——— 

June 13: “died a girl Slave No. 9.” 

June 14: “died a Woman No. 10. 

Of Captain Moneypenny’ purchase.” 
Oy) ste 

ed 

Eb, 

June 15: “died a Man Slave No. 11.” 
erur cae 

td 

June 16: “died a Woman Slave No. 12.” 

pecwet=se. 

The captain had to keep track 
of each slave's death, The slaves 

were branded and numbered, 



Do the shareholders in this particular 
ship subscribe to the "tight-packing” 

method? Where more people dic, like w 

cargo spoiling, but more arrive who vAS tf. 

i e sold in the Americas, : = can in turn be sold SHUee = 
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Or are they "loose packers,” believing 

that profit is maximized by less 
mortality, thereby giving their cargo 

more room to breathe? 
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It ig a complex business turning people into things, 

Things that can be stored, shipped, and sold, 

PLAN OF LOWER DECK with STORAGE OF 292 SLAves 

\30 OF THESE SLAVES BEING STowED UNOBR THE SHELVES As SHEWN IN FIGURES S & FIGURES © 

My eyes glaze at the calculations 
on pergon-to-tonnage ratios, 

and how to be most efficient in 

arranging the cargo, 

And it ig not easy for a historian to 

comb through these documents, 

Feeling a combination of stultif ying 

boredom, anger, and constant nausea, 
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I am sickened by my own emotional 
withdrawal and coldness in the face of 

all this atrocity..Jt is lose/lose, 

But there are some things that 

give me solace, Like how clearly 
terrified these slavers were of 
the Africans they pretended were 
cargo, And how many times 1 see 

notations of slave ship revolts, 
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At some point, I have to 

Shut my heart to what I 

am reading, or I can’t read 

through hundreds of slave 

ship logs, 1 start making 
notations to summarize, 

inventing abbreviations for 
deaths by starvation, by 

violence, by repeated 

brutal rapes, 
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So when the captain’s log is 

turned in to the insurance 

learn that each ‘ company, they will be 
insurrection is logged |MPEI TENN y) reimbursed for each death, in 

by the captain, like AQ aes, the provision of the 

all the other details, \ policy called... 

Slaves who are killed 
in an insurrection 

are property lost, 
Insured property, 

The Insurrection of Cargo, 

I want to see these 

insurers’ records| 

| 
The National Accnvss 
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The big gest of these is Lloyd's of London, 
They got their start, and built their huge 
insurance empire, from insuring slave ships, 
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I’m a historian doing research Ba | a 

7 7// to get access to your a —/ 
company’s archives, 

Take the elevator up to 

the tenth floor, The 

archive information desk is 

there, Talk to them, 

Hello, Im here to do some 

research in your archive, 

Your company’s YA 
historical documents, A 

AY; 
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Bas Bas Bass 

={ What kind of 

| historical” 

RY ..Slave trade YA 
documents, 

This is a 

private 

archive! 

| ’ 
q WAN! I) 

Ih. 

a {| We aren 

give 

No, sir, Lwas just explaining 
to your, uhm, colleague that I 

am a PhD candidate and I would 

like access to your company’s 
archives for research, 

Is there a a 

problem, maram? | . 

I’ve traveled all the \ SSH 

way from the United 
States—California, in 

Fact, And— 



Really? No historians? 
None at all? What if I 
were writing a book on, 

gay, the development of 

the reinsurance industry 

in the twentieth century? 

Iam truly sorry, ma’am, 
but Lloyd’s of London : 
has a strict policy, We BAT) 

don’t allow historians to \ ¢ : 
access our archives, \ 
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Or Lloyd’s of London insurance 

practices during the San Francisco 
earthquake of 4906, and its impact 

on disaster insurance? Or perhaps 

That's enough, I 
the fascinating and thrilling history 

take your point, 
N of the development of the business 

of — Structure SWtakeniae, 
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We decide who can see our re (-— es ~ At a 
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research on your topic, Good day, 
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Lloyd's of London, and later other 
insurance companies, made big bank 

insuring the slave trade and slavery. 
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i vy As historians excavated the Nea 

documents showing this, Black ASS 

people began to sue, 
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Lloyd’s did not want to expose their 
company to this kind of liability by having B 

There are still $0 many other sources, $0 

many other archives I can explore for the 
captains’ logs and various slave ship records 
in order to give our story more specificity, 
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London may have been the 

capital from which the slave 
trade was governed, but 

Liverpool was its central port, 
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In Liverpool, 1 can explore captains’ 
logs and various slave ship records, 

The city’s maritime archives 

still has the records, Here, I 

will find the documents 
describing slave ship revolts, 
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Chapter 8 

The Insurrection of Cargo 
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\\ Sound waves travel so slowly in water 
9) and the ocean is $9 vast, the sound 

can last centuries underwater, 

im | 

Maybe, if we listen carefully, we can hear them, 



Historians who search the archives for 

documentation of the Trans-Atlantic 

Slave Trade are a specialized group, It 
is a hard, long, and of ten lonely 
endeavor, but in the 1990s, some 

historians started using new digital 
technologies and began pooling their 

resources, 

Quantitative historians, 

who use statistical tools to 

study big-picture historical 
trends, created a vast 

database of research on 

more than 36,000 slave ship 

voyages that took place 
over four hundred years, 

They found that there was a revolt 

on at least one in ten of these 
voyages, That was a much higher 

number than anyone expected, 

Revolts were never easy, but 

revolts on slave ships in the 
middle of the Atlantic Ocean were 

basically suicide missions, 

Nonetheless, many captives chose 
death over this exceptionally 

: horrid new Kind of slavery, 
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They chose to die rather 
than survive the horrors 

of the Middle Passage, 
They were equally 

determined to take their 

captors with them to the 

bottom of the ocean, 



This type of resistance was go expensive and time- 

consuming for the slavers, these historians estimate 
~~ 7 that it prevented at least a million more people from 

being captured and entering the slave trade, 

So why would a revolt happen on one 
Ship and not another? The quantitative 
historians couldn't find a clear pattern, 

other than that captives tried to revolt 
whenever they could, But one thing did 

Stand ovt: 
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The more women onboard a slave 

ship, the more likely a revolt, 

Let me emphasize this point: 
the more women onboard a slave 
ship, the more likely a revolt 

would occur, 

How could this be, they asked 
themselves? Women weren't involved in 
slave revolts, These historians thus 

dismissed this as some kind of 

statistical Fluke: 

*uThe lower proportion of males on vessels 
undergoing revolts ig counterintvitive,,.women are 

rarely mentioned as leading violent resistance on 
board ship, or in the New World, where documenta- 

tion of resistance ig rather more extensive,” 

SL LL 
*Behrendt et al., “Ihe Costs of Coercion, ” The Economic History Review vol. 54, No 3 (August 2001): 460. 
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I knew, however, that the "intvition™ 

of historians of slavery was distorted 
by their beliefs about women, 

2 They exist in a weird echo chamber 

SZ. ( \ where they keep telling one another in 

: . ( ) their books and with their research that 
\ \ women didn’t participate in revolts, 

| i | | Mh, at 

As Lhad found in my research on slave 
revolts in colonial New York, if you believe 

something doesn’t exist, you don’t go 

looking for it, Worse, if you stumble on it, 
you still can’t see it, 

=== 

\. 

So here Iwas in England, poring over the 

original documents and finding that women 
were leaders in slave ship revolts, 

= wee 
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——— 

Laying aside gendered assumptions, I could 
start over and ask, Why would there be more 

revolts on ships where there were more women? EJINS: 
<3 
AS 

my 



The answer was immediately obvious to me: 
The people who regulated this business, de- 

veloped slave ship operating procedures, and 
actually ran the ships, kept women mostly 

unchained, on-deck, and near the weapons, 
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Report of the Lords of the Privy Council, 1789: 

“The Slave, if a Man, is put in Irons on the Main 

Deck; if a Boy, he is put on the Main Deck loose; 

if a Woman or Girl, they are placed without Irons 

on the Quarter Deck.” 

The women used their 

+ relative mobility and access 
to weapons to plan and 

initiate revolt after revolt 
after revolt, = LZ 

—& 



The purpose of 

generating all of this 
endless documentation 

wag to set policy, 
maximize profits, and 

avoid costly revolts, 

So why would the enforcers on the ships keep making the same 

stupid mistake, like the one mentioned in this captain’s log? 

Two or three of the female slaves 

having discovered that the armoror had 

incautiously left the arms chest open... 

conveyed all the arms which they could 

find through the bulkheads to the male 

slaves, about two hundred of whom 

immediately ran up the forescuttles, 

and put to death all the crew who came 

in their way. 

—the Thomas, 1797 

Generally, the slave ship crews remained 
oblivious to the agency of enslaved women, 

8) 

— wan 

For example, a crewman aboard the £ag/e in 1704 wrote 
that the crew was go worried about a revolt that they 

checked the meng’ chains day and night, and a revolt 
happened anyway, They had no idea how it happened, 
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Not every slaver 
displayed this level 

of naivete, 

Bell explained that the only reason the 
1 women didn’t join the revolt was because 

the men who planned it acted so quickly 
they didn’t have time to let the women 

know about it, And if they had, he said: 

For example, here, Dr, John Bell, the ship 
surgeon on the Thames, tells the owner 
of the ship about a revolt on board: 

For your safety as well as mine... You'll have 

the needful guard over your Slaves, and put 

not too much Confidence in the Women nor 

Children lest they happen to be instrumental 

to your being surprised which may be fatall. 

—the 7hames, 1776 
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Upon boarding, both men and women were chained 
belowdecks while the ships were near the African coast, 
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This was a dangerous time for slavers, 

J 6because locals on shore would of ten raid 

the ships and free the slaves, 

This was called a "cut of f," and slavers 

took every precaution to avoid it happening, 



Once the ship 
was away from 

the coast, 
the women were unchained and 

brovght above to spend the rest of 
the voyage on the quarterdeck, 
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We can see the women participating in 

shipboard revolts in the sources if we 
look for them, So why didn’t slavers 

keep women chained belowdecks? 

For one, they believed that women 

wouldn't be fighters, 

Also, keeping women accessible provided a "benefit" 
to the crew, OF course, rape and sexval violence area 

Eq tool For domination and control, certainly no less fierce 
BK than the shackle or the cat-o’-nine-tails, 



Toward the evening the women slaves diverted themselves on the deck, as they thought Jit, some con versing 
together, others dancing, singing, and sporting after their manner, which Pleased them highly, and often made Us pastime... many of them sprightly maidens, full of jollity and good 

humour, afforded us abundance of i ‘Tecreation; as did several Little fine 
boys, which we mostly kept to attend on us about the ship. 

— Captain James Barbot, 1770 
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I am reminded of why I put 

myself through this, Combing 

through these documents, $0 

evil in their banality, 

I find powerful stories 
of resistance against 

impossible odds, like the 
tale of multiple revolts 
on the slave ship Unity. 

The Unity, September 23, 1769: 
“Got everything else out of ye 
Womens room upon Deck, and 
cleaned it ese 

i = . \ No 

lafefel=[=) = 

ax Be 
iy, eS 

Paes: x 

fees 24; 

“Carpenter sawing 

an awning over ye 

Womens gratings.’ 

ere 

A 

S 

ee a ‘Arrive rite a se 

ag 
& 

eae i eel) | | 
ny Nov 3: oe cleaning the Forecastle, 

|! making sails, fixing Netting around ye Head = = ——— Rails, and several necessary jobs.” 
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June 6: “The Slaves made an , 
Insurrection, which was soon quelled 

with ye Loss of two Women.” 

June 13: ‘died a 
girl Slave No. 9.” 



June 23: “the Slaves attempted an Insurrection; lost a 

Man of Capt. Monypennys Purchase No. 1 who jumped 
over board and was drownd. Employed securing ye Men 
in Chains, and gave ye women concerned 24 lashes each.” 

SZ 
une 27: “the Slaves attempted to force up ye Gratings in the Night, 

with a design to murder ye whites or drown themselves but were 
prevented by ye watch in the morning.” 
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“They confessed their intentions and that ye 

women as well as ye men were determind 
if disappointed of cutting off ye whites, their Irons were resolved at their last attempt to burn 

the ship. Their obstinacy put me under ye Necessity of 

shooting ye Ringleader.” 

WAZA Lf LL I 

July 11: ‘A Man No. 3 and A 
Woman No. 4 of Captain 
Moneypenneys Purchase Died Mad. 

They had frequently attempted to 
drown themselves, since their Views 

were disappointed in ye Insurrection.” 
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1am sick of reading about "Woman 
No, 4" or "Woman No, 40," Who were 

these women? What were their stories? 

= 1K ae LF ; ra i 

How did they get to this place » The Unity loaded captives from Whydah, 
and this time, where they were now called Ovida in present-day Benin, We 

prepared to die fighting? Rocwda Mapavest ihieislave pene and tie 
: (hi brought into the trade through it, 

About the social and political conditions in this part 
of West Africa at the time of Yaity’s voyage, 

The wars caused by the 

Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade 
were fierce, and by the 

AVIOS, they were desperate, 

Ow. 
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Vi 
The Kingdom of Dahomey 

ruled here, but they were at 
war with the mighty Yoruban 

Oyo Empire in the east, 

Documentation shows that there 

were women warriors involved 

in these wars, women From many 

different nations and ethnic 

groups fighting to protect their 
villages from slave traders 
throughout West Africa, 

As aresult of these wars, 

war captives abounded, It was 

these very captives who were 

sold into the Atlantic trade, 
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But the Kingdom of Dahomey, 
where Whydah was located, had 

a whole army of women soldiers, 
They were called the Ahosi, 



J’ 

y 
Perhaps Woman No, 4 and Woman No, 10 were 

Ahogi too, I want to Know their stories, but all 
I can do for them is imagine their story, 

imagine their struggle, with all 1 know 
of their Kingdom's history, 

With a measured use of historical 
imagination, I can reconstruct the story 

of how these two Ahogi warriors ended 

vp on the Unity,..and died Fighting their 
captors during a slave ship revolt, 
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Stand and report, 

Does the Oyo Empire 

claim your land? 

Yes, Diklo, They demand 
slaves and tribute, even 

though we are of Dahomey 

and not part of the Oyo 
Empire, They will attack at 
the beginning of the dry 
season if we do not give 

them what they want, 
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HEN | the room when the Oyo 
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We will meet and decide how \wig 

| we will approach this, Return 
to the guest quarters and 

await our decision, 
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Summon my 

counselors and 
generals, 
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*The king of Dahomey 
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ait wi | We are here, as summoned, i) A 

\ ; And wherever you need us to Uy 

\ ae attack, we will do so, We will ! 
WZ conquer that land, or bury <¢ j 

\ = z) ourselves in its ruins, 
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But the question 
is, do we go to 

war again against It ig certain 

the Oyo Empire that threatening a 

and their vicious, Dahomey prince, 

ground-eating 

cavalry? 

Thank you, We are aware 

of the loyalty and dedication 

of our Ahosi warriors, 

his lands and lineage, 
would anger the 

Great Leopard, Oyo 

Knows this, 

Ss a: 

Ss ts 
Ye Eve% 

Ne $0 we pit 

ourselves 

against 

They are using this to prod 

vs into attacking hastily, But we are oe = 
A Strong now, BRE S= 
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tad ae |! \ We trade for 

; XQ | rt Mf}j\| \\ flintlocks directly 
with the English, 
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\ Yes, and we will not 

g° back to being traded as 

slaves, as they threaten 
our young Eastern prince, : 

We cannot go back to being | 
the fodder that fills the 
coffers of the OyoEmpire 

with cowries and gunsl 4 

Before their 

spears are here, 

at our heart, 
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Lhave a bad feeling about 

this, Like the Harmattan winds 

are blowing down my back, 

prevail, If we die here, we 

will become mighty Vodun in 

the Land of the Dead, 
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(| SLAVE MARKET, ON THE CONTESTED BORDER = 
|= BETWEEN DAHOMEY AND THE OYO EMPIRE, 
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j young, This is what the English SS eS pi 

want for their tall ships, 

el AL NW, 4 \h 
—— If you want strong, look at 

Co these war captives I have, 

\ It ig said that they are hard 
. to contain, That they fight 

back all the time, 

It is also said of the Dahomeans 
that they suicide to avoid 

saltwater slavery, But we have 
never had a problem, 

Keep them in coffle and keep a close 
eye on them, You will fetch a good 

price for them at Whydah, 
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We are away from the coast, Bring 

the women up to the quarterdeck| 
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slave, 

—Maya Angelou 
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Ancestry in Progress* 

Chapter 10 

*Zap Mama, Ancestry in Progress, V2 Records, 2004. 
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It ig in the legacy of the slave patrol, where not just 
police but white people in general see themselves as 

responsible for monitoring everything we do while Black,” 

It is in the way that Black men and of ten 
women are seen as always already dangerous, 

Or how Black women, who as slaves legally 
gave birth to property, not children, are 

still seen as less sensate, subhuman, 

A black, after hard labor through the day, will be 

induced by the slightest amusements to sit up till 

midnight, or later, though Knowing he must be out 

with the first dawn of the morning, They are at 

least as brave, and more adventuresome, But this 
may perhaps proceed from a want of forethought, 

which prevents their seeing a danger till it be 
present... Their griefs are transient ...In 
general, their existence appears to participate 

more of sensation than reflection, 

—Thomas Jefferson, 1785, 

Notes on the State of Virginia 



MN haunting, and to experience this haunting 
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| aN ae : - Cait Still, it is possible toheal from 

| : ne Unie! ' Sh trauma, Or come to terms with it, 
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Living in the wake of slavery is 

ig to be nothing less than traumatized, 
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The next step is to 

acknowledge the past and its 
harm, even ag it triggers us, eee 
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We reach the final stage of healing 
from trauma when we integrate the 

past into who we are, 

It becomes a part of us that 
we acknowledge and provides 
understanding of our world, 

banish or exorcise, It is something 

we want to internalize, 

Like at a wake, a wake as in 

a funeral, we speak of the 
dead and for the dead, 

\ Our memories must be 

longer than our lifetimes, 
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It ig said that haunting 
makes the present waver, ———— 

Like a mirage floating above 

and within the commonplace 
Structures of our lives, 
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4 Because in this "truth," 
ms Black death is everywhere, 
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We need to see the present waver, ie 1; ' j 
because the present we have been [ 

given to inhabit is impossible, 

We use our haunting to question 

what is affirmed as the truth 

of our existence, 
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We must vse our 

haunting to see how 

Black life truly is and 
gee how it could be 

otherwise, 

We must live in an 

alternative Black 
temporality where we 
reach into the past to 

“reimagine a future 
otherwise,” 

The story we are given of being Black 
in America ig that we have no past, and 

we have no gay in the future, the future 

that doesn’t contain us, 
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They say that the traumas of our 
ancestors are stored inside us: in 
our bodies, our minds, our spirits, 

As Audre Lorde said, "We 

were never meant to survive,” 
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p =] The historical archive that violently erased 
i our past continues its violence against us, 

Z Four hundred years of slavery 
and all that it has wrought, 
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This also shapes what we 

believe is even possible for vs in 

the future, 
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Feminist Studies, University of California, Santa Cruz 
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