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IRELAND AND THE BRITISH 
EMPIRE

• 1169 – The Anglo-Norman 
Settlement 

• 16th Century – The English 
Reformation 

• 17th Century – Plantation and Oliver 
Cromwell (1649)

• 18th Century – Penal Laws
• 1801 – The Act of Union
• 1845/47 – Great Famine
• 1916 – Easter Rising
• 1922 – Irish Free State





Postcoloniality as a process
• Precolonial narratives
• Colonial or imperial narratives
• Narratives of resistance
• Nation-building narratives
• Narratives of internal dissent
• Transcultural Narratives





• Approximate number (below) and 
percentage (right) of recorded dead as 
per Poor Law Union, 6 June 1841 to 30 
May 1851.





• Staged in 1980 in Derry 
(Londonderry)

• Published in 1981
• Set in County Donegal, 1833

BRIAN FRIEL’S TRANSLATIONS

While reading, pay attention to 

• the linguistic question
• the ways of resisting the 

colonial power
• the different views of the Irish 

and the English



• THEMES

• Language, identity and culture
“The language of any country is seen as a matter of identity, 
independence and 'sovereignty’”

• Postcolonialism
The idea of a 'doubleness' in response to the Irish-English language 
conflict.
- Naming (p.35)
- Yolland (p.40) & Hugh (p.42)

• Politics
The Ordnance Survey during 1824–46 was intended for more efficient 
work in tax regulations and military planning. 
- Daniel O’Connell: “the old language is a barrier to modern progress” 
(p.25)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ordnance_Survey_Ireland


IRISH STUDIES IN BRAZIL

Chair of Irish Studies W.B. Yeats
https://catedrawbyeats.fflch.usp.br/

@catedrawbyeats

Associação Brasileira de Estudos 
Irlandeses

http://www.abeibrasil.org/
@abeibrasil



“Negritude no conto irlandês 
contemporâneo”
Ministrante: Victor Pacheco

“Tópicos da teoria queer na literatura 
irlandesa contemporânea”
Ministrantes: Esther Borges e Victor Pacheco

“Oscar Wilde: os julgamentos e a escrita do 
cárcere”
Ministrante: Fábio Waki
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