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INTRODUCTION

THE Library of Apollodorus is a concise but comprehensive guide
to Greek mythology. It covers the full span of mythical history
from the origins of the universe and the gods to the Trojan War
and its aftermath, and between these limits it tells the story of
each of the great families of heroic mythology, and of the vari-
ous adventures associated with the main heroes and heroines.

This is the only work of its kind to survive from classical
antiquity. Although the Greeks developed an extensive and var-
ied mythographical literature in Hellenistic and Roman times,
the few handbooks which have been preserved are mostly spe-
cialist anthologies, recording myths of the constellations, for
instance, or tales of transformation, and many of the stories con-
tained in them are relatively obscure and of late origin. The author
of the Library, by contrast, wanted to provide his readers with
a general handbook which would offer them an account of the
most important myths as related in the earlier tradition (with
only the occasional late or recondite variant). Otherwise we pos-
sess only two works which are at all comparable. There is a Latin
compendium, the Myths (Fabulae) of Hyginus, probably dating
to the second century AD, which was based on a Greek pre-
decessor, but conveys its contents in a very imperfect form; it
presents summaries of myths and various catalogues in many
separate chapters. Although it is a valuable source for myths
or versions of myths which would otherwise have been lost, it
is disorganized and sadly unreliable, and has to be approached
with caution. Secondly, when Diodorus of Sicily was compiling
his historical compendium in the first century BC, he departed
from the more austere practices of many fellow historians and
included a section on the mythical history (or pre-history) of
Greece. Although it contains a useful biography of Heracles and
other interesting material, Diodorus’ account of Greek myth is
not nearly as complete as that in the Library, and much of it is
based on inferior Hellenistic sources.

It may seem surprising that this unpretentious handbook
should have survived when the most important works of the
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Introduction

ancient mythographers have been lost. Fortune, of course, plays
a large part in such matters; all surviving manuscripts of the
Library derive from a single archetype. But if it is unpretentious
to a fault, the Library encloses a mass of reliable information in
a short space, and it is clear that the scholars of later antiquity
found it exceptionally useful for that reason. It is often cited in
the scholia (explanatory comments on the works of the clas-
sical authors) and similar sources, and in the twelfth century the
Byzantine scholar John Tzetzes made extensive use of it. This
suggests that the preservation of this particular handbook was
not simply a freak of fortune, and that the writers of this later
period thought that it had its virtues, at least from a purely prac-
tical point of view. As it happens, we know directly what one
of the finest Byzantine scholars thought of the Library, for
Photius, patriarch of Constantinople in the ninth century, reg-
istered his opinion in a brief review. While travelling abroad on
a diplomatic mission, Photius kept a record of his reading for
his brother, and in this record, after summarizing the contents
of another mythical work, he noted:

In the same volume, I read a small work by the scholar Apoilodorus;
it is entitled the Library. It contained the most ancient stories of the
Greeks: all that time has given them to believe about the gods and heroes,
and about the rivers, and lands, and peoples, and towns, and thence
everything that goes back to the earliest times. And it goes down as far
as the Trojan War, and covers the battles that certain of the heroes
fought with one another, and their exploits, and certain of the wan-
derings of the heroes returning from Troy, notably those of Odysseus,
with whom this history of ancient times concludes. All in all, it is a
general summary which is by no means lacking in usefulness to those
who attach some value to the memory of the ancient stories.

If the Library had been lost, like so many of the works reviewed
by Photius, we might feel some regret on reading these words;
as it is, we can refer to the original and judge for ourselves whether
for the modern reader too it fulfils the claims that Photius makes
for it. These claims are by no means extravagant. It is indeed a
useful synopsis of the mythical history of Greece; and, it may
be added, it is based for the most part on good early sources,
and the author was content to summarize them as he found them
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without imposing his own interpretations, or attempting to rec-
oncile conflicting traditions, or making any alterations for liter-
ary effect.

In the manuscripts, this book is entitled the Library of Apollo-
dorus of Athens, the Grammarian. ‘Library’ was a title applied to
compendia; for a compendium, which draws together material
from a multitude of other books, could be regarded as a library
in itself. Diodorus called his much larger historical compen-
dium the Historical Library for the same reason. In Photius’ copy
of the Library, a little poem was placed at the beginning in which
the book itself addresses the reader and expresses this thought
directly. It ran like this:

Now, due to my erudition, you can draw upon the coils of time, and
know the stories of old. Look no longer in the pages of Homer, or in
elegy, or the tragic Muse, or lyric verse, and seek no longer in the
sonorous verses of the cyclic poets; no, look in me, and you will dis-
cover all that the world contains.

Whether this was really written by the original author is im-
possible to say, but none the less it seems appropriate and sug-
gestive, even if the mixed metaphor at the beginning is not
altogether fortunate. Time is pictured as a serpent, and the suc-
cession of ages as the serpent’s coils which the learning embod-
ied in the book will enable its readers to ‘draw on’ (as though
drawing water from a well). For rather than search through a
whole library of ancient poems, they have merely to look with-
in this ‘Library’ to discover all that they could wish to know
about the myths and legends of early Greece. And there is some
truth in this, even if we would be happy to have the same oppor-
tunity as its author to consult all these early poetic sources in
the original, and there is a certain philistinism in the suggestion
that a work of these dimensions could enclose ‘the world’.

The attribution of the work to Apollodorus of Athens, a distin-
guished scholar (or ‘grammarian’) who worked at Alexandria in
the second century BC, is more problematic. Although Apollo-
dorus had wide interests and also wrote on literary, historical,
geographical, and other matters, he appears to have been most
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highly regarded in antiquity for a treatise on Greek religion en-
titled On the Gods, which would have contained extensive dis-
cussion of divine mythology. Thus the Library, which 1s largely
devoted to heroic mythology, could be seen as a complementary
work; and if the attribution were correct, we would possess a
book by one of the most learned authors of the greatest age of
Greek scholarship. The reference to ‘the scholar (grammarian)
Apollodorus’ in Photius’ review shows that he tooc considered
this Apollodorus to be the author, and the attribution was ac-
cepted by modern scholars until quite recently, although it was
increasingly recognized that it raises serious problems. Not until
1873, when the publication of a thesis on the Library by Carl
Robert forced a reconsideration of the matter, were these prob-
lems fully confronted.

There is one very definite indication that the Library could not
have been written during the lifetime of Apollodorus of Athens:
it contains a reference to the Chronicles of Castor of Rhodes
(p. 59). This was a study in comparative chronology which is
said to have contained tables which extended to 61 BC; and the
date of its author is confirmed by a report that he married the
daughter of Deiotarus, an eastern king who was defended by
Cicero in 45 BC. Unless the reference to Castor was added to
the text at a later period (and there is no reason to suppose that
it was) the Library must have been written a century or more
after the death of Apollodorus of Athens.

In view of the difficulty raised by this citation, we must ask
whether the Library is in any case a book which we could reas-
onably accept as the work of a scholar of Apollodorus’ stature
and period. In truth, it is not at all what we would expect from
a learned Alexandrian scholar. Rather than an original synthe-
sis achieved through the author’s own research and reflection (as
was surely the case with Apollodorus’ treatise on the gods), we
have an elementary handbook which the author compiled by con-
sulting and epitomizing standard sources. And the author made
no attempt to interpret the myths and explain their meaning in
rationalistic terms, as was characteristic of Hellenistic mytho-
graphers. In relation to the gods, for instance, many writers of
this period would explain that they represented forces of nature,
or that they had originally been human beings who later had divine
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status attributed to them. Although it is explicitly attested that
Apollodorus of Athens adopted such an approach, there is not
a trace of it in the Library; nor was the author disconcerted by
the fabulous element in many heroic myths (unlike Diodorus,
who often provides rationalized versions, following Hellenistic
sources). He simply accepts the myths as enjoyable stories which
formed an important part of the Greek heritage, a characteris-
tic attitude in later times. Furthermore, there are features in the
author’s use of language which suggest that the book was writ-
ten at a later period than the second century BC. In short, there
is every indication that the attribution to Apollodorus of Athens
can be confidently rejected.

Apollodorus was a fairly common name, and it is conceivable
that the Library was compiled by an author of that name who
was later confused with the famous scholar of an earlier period;
but it is more likely that our book is sailing under a flag of con-
venience. Perhaps, as Robert suggested, the author was too timid
to launch the work under his own name, or perhaps later copy-
ists found it to their advantage to pass it off as the work of a
distinguished scholar. In any case, we know nothing about the
author. Accordingly, the author is sometimes referred to as the
pseudo-Apollodorus, particularly in the continental literature;
but it is more convenient to use the traditional name, with due
reservation.

Accepting that the traditional attribution reveals nothing
about the author, can we infer anything about his time of birth,
or his origins, or perhaps even his character from the book itself?
It must be stated from the outset that a compilation of this kind
is of its very nature unlikely to reveal much about its author,
and in the present instance some features which might be of
help in that regard are lacking. There is no dedication, and there
are no incidental allusions to things that the author has seen or
experienced. Nor does he make any reference to recent or con-
temporary events; indeed, the only historical event mentioned
by him is the Phocian War (p. 163), which took place in the
fourth century Bc. It is possible, however, to draw some con-
clusions about when the Library may have been written, and
perhaps about the origins of its author.

The reference to Castor (the latest author to be cited) shows
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that the Library could not have been written before the first
half of the first century BC. To establish a later limit with equal
certainty, it would be necessary to find a reference to the Lib-
rary in another work which could be dated to a sufficiently early
period. In practice, however, this approach is unproductive.
Although, as was remarked above, the Library is cited quite fre-
quently in the scholia and elsewhere, all the relevant sources are
either hard to date or were certainly written at a much later
period. We must therefore rely on internal criteria. Let us con-
sider first the author’s use of language, which might be ex-
pected to provide the most definite indications.

Although the author’s Greek is generally unexceptional, there
are features in his vocabulary and idiom which are more char-
acteristic of later Greek. He occasionally uses words in senses
which are not attested before the early Christian era, and some-
times the verb forms and minor points of grammar and expres-
sion are suggestive of later usage (even if they are not entirely
unparalleled in the works of earlier authors). On these stylistic
grounds, it is commonly agreed that the Library would be best
dated to the first or second century AD (although some would
place it somewhat earlier or later); and the author’s general atti-
tude and approach is consistent with such a dating. It has been
remarked that in contrast to many Hellenistic writers, he is uncrit-
ical in his approach to myth. This is not because he accepts all
the stories as being literally true, but because his approach is
that of an antiquarian, so the question of truth or falsity is no
longer relevant. This antiquarian approach, accompanied by a
taste for the archaic and picturesque, and the desire to take stock
of aspects of the Greek heritage, were characteristic of authors
writing under the early empire. One has only to think of Plut-
arch or Pausanias. In preparing this summa of Greek myth, the
present author was writing on a lesser scale in a work that belonged
to an inferior genre; but the literature of epitomes and popular
handbooks was itself characteristic of the age, and in its way,
witnessed to the same tendencies.

To pass from the question of chronology to that of the
author’s origins, we must consider whether he shows any special
interest in (or disregard for) particular areas of the Mediterran-
ean world. Here a measure of caution is required; in a handbook
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devoted to the main early myths, there will inevitably be an
emphasis on stories associated with the heartland of Greece and
the Aegean. None the less, many readers have felt that the author
is curiously neglectful of myths relating to Italy and the west;
and some have detected a bias to the east. Apollodorus’ account
of the life history of Heracles is broadly similar to that in the
historical compilation by Diodorus of Sicily. Yet his coverage
of Heracles’ adventures in Italy when returning with the cattle
of Geryoneus (pp. 80—1) is very scanty when compared with
the full account in Diodorus; and he makes no allusion to the
tradition that Heracles was supposed to have visited the site of
Rome. Indeed, he never mentions Rome or the Romans, and
disregards the aspects of Greek mythology which were of most
concern to them. Thus he tells how Aeneas escaped from the
sack of Troy carrying his father on his back, but we would never
gather from the Library that there were traditions connecting
him with Latium and the origins of Rome. Although a similar
attitude can be detected in other authors at that time and the
matter raises questions of wider interest, with regard to the spe-
cific question of the author’s origins we can surely conclude that
it is most unlikely that he came from Italy or the west. Some
have tried to draw more positive conclusions, but it is doubt-
ful whether there is sufficient evidence to support them. Robert
suggested that the author was an Athenian (like the Hellenistic
Apollodorus); but the coverage of Athenian mythology, although
quite extensive, is not disproportionate in terms of the place
that Athenian myth occupied in the general tradition, and it can
hardly be accepted that references to topographical features like
the ‘sea’ of Erechtheus (p. 130) are explicable only on grounds
of local knowledge. Again, it could be argued that Apollodorus
shows a special interest in the east, and it is quite possible that
he lived there, but we cannot say more than that.

There 1s no suggestion in Photius’ review that he regarded the
Library as an introductory work for schoolchildren or the un-
educated, and the citations in the scholia show that in late an-
tiquity at least it was used by scholars as a reference work. We
have no corresponding evidence of how it was viewed in ear-
lier times, or whether it was widely used. It may be suspected,
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however, that readers of much education would have preferred
more solid fare, and scholars at that period would surely have
found little use for an elementary work of this kind when they
could refer to more scholarly and comprehensive handbooks by
the Hellenistic mythographers.

A modern reader leafing through the Library is likely to gain
conflicting impressions about its general level and the kind of
audience that the author would have had in mind when writ-
ing it. Unlike many of the mythographical works which survive
from antiquity, this is not a specialist study, and the author is
happy to recount the most familiar stories; and most of them
are summarized quite briefly. If the Library is used merely as a
mythological dictionary and consulted for the stories associated
with the main heroes, the reader may feel that it is very ele-
mentary, containing little that any moderately educated ancient
reader would not have known already. Thus the story of Perseus
is summarized in three pages, that of Oedipus in about a page,
and the plot of Sophocles’ Antigone in two sentences. Many have
concluded that the Library was written as a primer for school-
children, or perhaps for semi-Hellenized adults in the eastern
reaches of the Roman empire; such a view has been held by
scholars whose opinion is worthy of respect (and some have
advanced specific arguments in its favour, suggesting, for in-
stance, that certain stories have been bowdlerized for a youth-
ful audience).

On the other hand, if the Library is read consecutively, the
reader may feel that it is not as elementary as all that. Within its
brief confines it contains a remarkable quantity of information,
and much that a reader with a fairly comprehensive knowledge
of Greek mythology would not expect to hold in mind. Perhaps
the work was intended not as a primer, but as an epitome of
mythical history for a general if unsophisticated readership. As
we have already observed, there was an extensive literature of
this kind in the Roman period, and the part that popular hand-
books and epitomes played in transmitting many aspects of
Hellenic culture to a broad public should not be underestimated.
For their knowledge of philosophy, for instance, many Greeks
of that period would have relied on handbooks summarizing the
opinions of the different schools on each of the standard ques-
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tions. Works of such a kind may have been aimed at a relatively
uncultivated audience, but they were not written specifically for
use in schools.

Taken as a whole, the Library amounts to far more than an
anthology of mythical tales. For it offers a full account of each
of the main cycles of myth, and thence a complete history of
mythical Greece, organized on a genealogical basis, family by
family; all the main stories are there, each situated in its proper
place in the overall structure. From this perspective it could
well be argued that the author wanted to provide the general
public with a summa of Greek myth in epitome form; and that
in a modest way, his aim was encyclopaedic. In a recent French
edition of the Library, J.-C. Carriére has advanced some inter-
esting arguments in favour of this view. Although this is ulti-
mately a matter of judgement, and a full consideration of the
question would require the examination of a number of differ-
ent issues, I would like to consider a single aspect of the work
which seems to favour such a view.

Even a casual reader of the Library will be struck by the pro-
fusion of names. The narrative may often be brief and bare, but
the author was immensely thorough in recording the names of
all the figures associated with the heroic families and the main
episodes in heroic mythology. Most of these names appear in
various catalogues, or in the genealogies which punctuate the
histories of the great families of heroic mythology; let us first
consider the catalogues, which serve less of a practical function
than the genealogies.

In such a short work, the author devotes a surprising amount
of space to these catalogues, which sometimes take up more than
a page. Instead of merely reporting that the fifty daughters of
Danaos married the fifty sons of Aigyptos and, with one ex-
ception, murdered them on their wedding night, Apollodorus
lists all the brides and their husbands, and tells us who their
mothers were (pp. 61-2). Only two of the Danaids are of any sig-
nificance thereafter. Similarly, the fifty sons of Lycaon, who met
a premature death, are listed by name, and all the suitors of
Penelope (although there is no such list in the Odyssey, Apollo-
dorus’ main source at this point), and the many children of
Heracles by the fifty daughters of Thespios and other women.
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In certain cases such catalogues could be of practical interest
even to those first approaching the study of Greek mythology, as
with the catalogue of the Argonauts (pp. 49—50), or the catalogue
of ships (pp. 148—9), which gives the names of the Greek leaders
at Troy, and their origins and the relative strength of their con-
tingents. But generally this is gratuitous information. Such cata-
logues were nevertheless valued in the Greek tradition, as in many
other mythical traditions, as a matter of record, and it is under-
standable that our author should have wished to include the more
important catalogues when summarizing the tradition. It may
be doubted, however, that any author would wish to burden a
digest for schoolchildren with catalogues listing over six hun-
dred and fifty names (excluding patronymics).

The genealogies are equally comprehensive. The histories
of the heroic families are interspersed with genealogies which
list the full succession in each family, even if no significant stor-
ies are associated with the figures in a particular generation,
and usually catalogue all the known children of each marriage,
even if most are not mentioned again (and may be otherwise
unknown). In this way, complete family trees are built up for
each ruling line, partly as a matter of record (and here com-
pleteness can be seen as a virtue in itself, even if many of the
names which appear are no more than names), and partly be-
cause these genealogies provide the main principle of organiza-
tion in mythical history. In many mythical traditions, the myths
tend to tell of events that happened ‘once upon a time’, in an
indefinite past. This is rarely the case in Greek mythology, and
heroic mythology in particular was ordered into a fairly coher-
ent pseudo-history. This history was necessarily organized on a
genealogical basis, because the succession of generations in the
families ruling in each centre provided the only possible chrono-
logical measure. Only when plausible family trees had been con-
structed was it possible to locate each figure or mythical episode
at its appropriate position in time, and thus construct a his-
tory in which these could be viewed in due relation. Considering
the multiplicity of the independent centres in Greece, and the
mass of mutually inconsistent myths and legends which would
have been transmitted in the oral tradition within these various
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centres, the economy of the pan-Hellenic genealogical system
recorded in the Library is impressive. There are only six main
families, and each family tree is sufficiently detailed to allow each
figure or story to be assigned to its definite place. To gain a full
understanding of this body of myth as a coherent history, it is
necessary to master this system. The genealogies in the Library
give its readers the resources to do so. In this respect, it cannot
be said that the book merely records matter that a well-educated
person would have known; for the genealogies are by no means
simple, and would not easily be committed to memory.

To draw a tentative conclusion from these brief reflections,
there are aspects of the work which suggest that the common
(but by no means universal) view that the Library was written
for use in schools is open to serious question. It could well have
been written as a summary handbook for a more general audi-
ence (although schoolmasters may also have found it useful), and
the author’s concern for completeness and inclusion of full
genealogies ensures that it has genuine virtues both as a sum-
mary of the tradition and a reference work. The shortcomings
of the work derive from its extreme brevity rather than any essen-
tial flaw in the compiler’s approach to his task.

The material in the Library is drawn from a wide variety of
sources, whether original poetic sources, from early epic to the
learned compositions of the early Hellenistic poets, or mytho-
graphical compilations which offered prose summaries of myth-
ical tales. Since the author’s main purpose was to provide an
account of the most important early myths, we might expect
that he would have been interested primarily in earlier sources,
in particular early epic and the works of the fifth-century chron-
iclers, who were amongst the earliest prose writers. If we con-
sider which sources are cited most frequently by name, we
find some confirmation of this. Of poets, Hesiod is named most
often (eleven times) and then Homer (five times), and of prose
writers, two less familiar figures, Pherecydes (thirteen times)
and Acousilaos (ten times), who wrote on mythical history in
the fifth century Bc. This provides only an approximate meas-
ure because Apollodorus sometimes cites authorities for specific
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traditions or variants, but rarely indicates the main source that
he was following in each stage in the work. The emphasis on
early historical and epic sources is nevertheless significant.

The question of sources concerns not only the origin of in-
dividual stories, but also the structure and organization of the
various cycles of myth. The Greek mythological tradition, as
summarized in a broadly representative manner in the Library,
is in many respects a peculiar one. It is dominated to an unusual
degree by heroic mythology, and the material from heroic legend
is organized in such a way that it provides an unusually coher-
ent pre-history of the regions covered. As has been remarked,
stories are rarely located in an indeterminate past; each is fitted
into its appropriate place, whether in relation to the history of
a specific place and the successive generations of its ruling fam-
ily, or to the development of a great adventure or the life his-
tory of a major hero. For the most part, this systematization was
not the work of the scholarly mythographers of the Hellenistic
era, but was achieved at a relatively early period by the epic
poets and by prose writers who regarded themselves as histori-
ans rather than mythographers. Indeed, the beginning of the pro-
cess by which the mass of often mutually inconsistent myths in
the oral tradition was ordered into a coherent pseudo-historical
pattern can be traced to the earliest Greek literature to be
recorded in writing, the Homeric epics and Hesiod’s Theogony,
and the process was brought to fruition in the works of the fifth-
century mythographer-historians—precisely the sources most
frequently cited in the Library. First we must consider the nature
of these early sources and their contribution to this process, and
then how the author of the Library made use of them.

Until the development of prose literature in the latter part of
the sixth century, Greek literature was exclusively poetic, and
the richest sources for myth and legend were the works of the
epic poets. The earliest epics to survive, the two Homeric epics
and Hesiod’s Theogony, were probably written about the same
time towards the end of the eighth century. Although they
belong to the same broad genre, the poems attributed to these
authors are quite different in nature. Homer was a story-teller
on a grand scale and each of the Homeric epics is constructed
on the basis of an overall plot running through the whole poem.
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But Hesiod organized his Theogony on a genealogical basis; and
generally speaking, in a genealogical poem of such a kind the
stories associated with the various figures are inserted succes-
sively as the figures are introduced in the genealogies, and the
narratives are relatively brief and self-contained. These contrary
approaches can be related to the two main ways in which the
mythical material is organized in different parts of the Library,
the narrative ordering in the histories of great adventures like
the voyage of the Argonauts and the Trojan War (or in the life
of Heracles), and the genealogical ordering in large stretches of
the histories of the great families, where we find an alternation
between genealogical sections and narratives recounting the stor-
ies associated with the heroes and heroines as they are succes-
sively introduced in the genealogies. We will examine first how
the works of the epic poets who could be regarded as the suc-
cessors of Homer contributed to the establishment of standard
accounts of the greater mythical adventures, and then how the
Hesiodic approach was extended in a later epic to cover heroic
mythology, resulting in the development of an all-embracing
genealogical system.

The main action of the Iliad covers only a few days in the tenth
and final year of the Trojan War, and the Odyssey describes the
return voyage of only one of the Greek heroes, although both
poems assume a much broader background of Trojan myth and
they contain many allusions to stories not directly covered in
the poems themselves. The exceptional quality of the Homeric
poems seems to have impressed itself on their audience from
the beginning, and it is understandable that poets in the cen-
tury following their composition should have wished to compose
epics covering the elements in Trojan mythology not already
covered by Homer, and, in effect, fill in the gaps. And so it came
about that a cycle of epics was composed which, taken to-
gether, built up a sequence narrating the entire history of the
Trojan War. Although only a few fragments have survived, we
know their general contents from a series of summaries attri-
buted to a certain Proclus, and can see how they were constructed
around the Homeric epics. Thus the origins of the war and all
events up to the angry withdrawal of Achilles which marks the
beginning of the [/iad were covered in a single long epic, the
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Cypria; and then three shorter epics (partly overlapping in con-
tent) continued where the Iliad left off, covering the final
period of the war and the sack of Troy. Then the Returns told
of the return voyages of the surviving Greek heroes, except
for Odysseus, and last of all, the later history of Odysseus was re-
counted in the Telegonia, which formed an eccentric supplement
to the Odyssey. Although there is reason to think that by Homeric
standards the artistic quality of these poems was not high, they
were of great importance from a mythographical viewpoint for
the part that they played in the establishment of a canon of Trojan
myth. By selecting and ordering material from the oral tradition
and earlier lays, and ‘fixing’ it in long poems which were trans-
mitted to future generations, the authors of such epics made a
major contribution to the formation of standard histories of adven-
tures like the Trojan War. The account of the war in the Library
is ultimately dependent on these epics for its general structure
and much of its contents. Other epics composed in the seventh
century or somewhat later fulfilled a similar service with regard
to other mythical episodes, such as the Theban Wars, or the
voyage of the Argonauts (although, as we shall see, Apollodorus
followed a Hellenistic epic for that adventure).

In his Theogony, Hesiod sought to organize the traditions con-
cerning the gods into a coherent pattern by developing the com-
prehensive genealogical system which forms the basis of his poem.
Beginning with a mythical cosmogony presented in genealogi-
cal terms, he tells of the origin and descent of the earlier gods
and the establishment of Zeus as supreme ruler, and concludes
with a catalogue of Zeus’ marriages and his offspring by his wives
and other women. A supplement was added later which includes
a catalogue of the children born to goddesses by mortal men.
As a story-teller, Hesiod is short-winded and often clumsy,
although his material is naturally of great interest. The approach
adopted by Hesiod is largely determined by the peculiar nature
of his subject matter; but later, probably in the sixth century,
another poet composed a continuation to his poem extending the
same approach to heroic mythology. This epic, which survives
in fragments only, is known, somewhat misleadingly perhaps, as
the Catalogue of Women, because the origin of each line is traced
to the offspring of a god by a mortal woman. Its importance for
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Greek mythography cannot be emphasized too strongly; for it
was here that the heroic genealogies were first ordered into a
coherent pan-Hellenic system. The pattern of heroic genealogy
which we find in the Library is still similar in general outline
(although, of course, it often reflects later developments). And
the Catalogue offered far more than sequences of names; for
most names suggest a story, and the relevant narratives were
inserted at the appropriate points in the presentation of the
genealogies. This approach was subsequently adopted by prose
mythographers and, as we have observed, it is in evidence in
many parts of the Library.

Historians were prominent amongst the earliest prose writ-
ers. Some concerned themselves with purely local matters, but
others (including those mentioned amongst the authors most fre-
quently cited by Apollodorus) had broader ambitions and cov-
ered the traditions associated with many parts of the Greek world.
They could not extend their researches any distance into the
past without engaging with what we would regard as myth; and
in the present context, it is their contribution to mythography
which interests us. But they regarded themselves as historians,
and while they were not always totally uncritical, they were will-
ing to accept myth and legend as reliable sources of historical
truth. In this respect, they differed from the scholarly mytho-
graphers of the Hellenistic era, who were critical in their attitude
to myth and regarded mythography as a separate area of inves-
tigation. These earlier authors, whose qualities must be judged
from fragments and testimonies, are sometimes referred to as
logographers to distinguish them from more critical historians
like Herodotus and Thucydides; but since this term (which sim-
ply meant ‘prose writers’ in ancient usage) can be misleading
if it 1s thought to describe a specific school of historians, it is
safer to describe them merely as historians (or mythographer-
historians or chroniclers).

If these mythographer-historians were uncritical with regard
to the basic nature of their material (and were rarely worried by
the fabulous element in myth), they were by no means uncrit-
ical regarding the historical implausibilities which can arise from
deficiencies in chronology and internal inconsistencies within the
mythical narratives. With regard to chronology, they continued
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the enterprise begun in the Hesiodic Catalogue by refining and
further developing the heroic genealogies, and trying to improve
the synchronisms between families. In other respects, these
authors could also be seen as heirs to the epic poets in the Homeric
tradition. Many composed extensive narratives and most under-
took to collect together the myths associated with the various
cycles, and where necessary reconcile or choose between con-
flicting versions, and iron out contradictions to establish a con-
vincing narrative.

The works of the two mythographer-historians explicitly cited
by Apollodorus were complementary in character. Acousilaos of
Argos probably wrote at the end of the sixth century, as a con-
temporary of Hecataios (although some would place him some-
what later). He aimed to provide a systematic account of the
entire mythical tradition, rigorously organized on a genealogical
basis. The material was ordered in much the same way as in the
Library, although on a far larger scale; as in the Library, most
of the figures in heroic mythology were assigned to one or other
of a small number of important families, and the history of each
of these families was narrated separately from beginning to end.
In this regard, Acousilaos used the Hesiodic Catalogue as his
model, developing or modifying the genealogies as he thought
necessary. As might be expected in an author of Argive birth,
Acousilaos seems to have stressed the centrality of the Argive
traditions in his account of Peloponnesian mythology.

Pherecydes of Athens composed his history somewhat later,
probably in the first half of the fifth century. His writings were
more copious than those of Acousilaos, and it seems that his
prime concern was to gather together as complete a collection
as possible of the traditional myths. He was correspondingly less
interested in genealogical matters, and the organization of his
works would necessarily have been much looser in view of the
quantity of diverse material collected within them. Indeed, the
principles that he followed in this respect are not at all clear
from the surviving evidence. He is the mythographer-historian
most frequently quoted by the scholiasts, who (like Apollo-
dorus) clearly valued him for his copious records of early myth,
narrated in a pleasantly ingenuous style. Since the narratives pre-
served from the works of later mythographers are generally so
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lacking in charm, it is a particular shame that the works of this
mythographical Herodotus should have been lost. Sometimes
we detect something of their flavour in the summaries in the
Library.

Another mythographer-historian should also be mentioned who
was certainly consulted by the author of the Library although
he is not cited by name. Hellanicos of Lesbos, who wrote in the
second half of the fifth century, was closer in spirit to Acousilaos
than to Pherecydes, for he was important above all for his con-
tribution to the fine-tuning of the genealogical system. He was
less interested in the narration of myth, and the passages pre-
served by the scholiasts suggest that his writings were marked
by a certain dryness and a rationalizing tendency rarely in evi-
dence in the works of his predecessors. He was nevertheless an
important authority on certain aspects of mythical history, not-
ably the Trojan War.

In the main, and allowing for a few important contributions
from tragedy and later sources, the Library summarizes the
canon of myth as it was defined in the works of these mytho-
grapher-historians and in early epic poetry; and for much of its
organization, the Library relies on the genealogical system devel-
oped in the Hesiodic epics and further refined by the early prose
mythographers. The author’s dependence on epic (and other poet-
ic sources) would often have been indirect. Most of the stories
from early epic would have been summarized in prose in the
works of the mythographer-historians, and collections of sum-
maries of epic and tragic plots became widely available in the
Hellenistic era. These would have provided our author with the
models for his own summaries, and would usually have served
as his immediate sources. Indeed, it can be assumed that he would
rarely have worked directly from a poetic source. He seems,
however, to have had a thorough knowledge of the Hesiodic
Catalogue, and, as would be expected, of the Homeric epics.
Although the theogony at the beginning of the Library is largely
based on Hesiod’s Theogony, the author preferred to follow
other sources on some significant points (as is remarked in the
Explanatory Notes).

In many parts of the Library, the narrative can be regarded
as being, in all essentials, a brief epitome of relevant sections
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from the works of the -mythographer-historians (and much of
its interest and value could be said to have derived from that).
Pherecydes seems to have served as the author’s main model,
although he also followed other historians when they were the
main authorities on a particular area, as was Acousilaos on Argive
myth, or Hellanicos on the myths connected with Troy. Not all
scholars have agreed, however, that the author of the Library
drew his material directly from these early prose sources, even
where we can be certain that it was ultimately derived from them.
For he had all the resources of Hellenistic mythography avail-
able to him, including handbooks which would have contained
summaries of material from such writers. In his influential study,
Carl Robert argued that the Library is little more than a précis
of an earlier handbook by a Hellenistic author; and amongst
German scholars at least, such a view came to be widely ac-
cepted in the early part of this century. Because we have to rely
on fragments for our knowledge of most of the Library’s earlier
sources, this is by no means an easy question. Nevertheless, the
most detailed examination of the evidence hitherto (in the art-
icle by M. Van der Valk cited in the Select Bibliography) gives
reason to suppose that the author referred directly to the writ-
ings of the mythographer-historians when he was following one
of them as his main source in a particular part of the work.
The author of the Library. also drew on a variety of other
sources. Besides epic poetry, his earlier sources would natur-
ally have included lyric and elegiac poetry, and the ‘tragic Muse’,
as was stated in the little poem attributed to him. The great
Attic dramatists of the fifth century generally relied on heroic
mythology for their plots, in particular the stories associated with
the Argive and Theban royal families and the Trojan War. But
they adapted the traditional stories with considerable freedom,
whether for dramatic effect or to develop a moral of their own,
and were thus responsible for some striking innovations which
had a marked influence on the development of the tradition. In
certain cases the tragedians contributed the canonic version of
a particular story, while in many others they provided appeal-
ing variants. Both aspects of this influence are evident in the
Library. Thus the account of the life of Oedipus is in the main
a summary of Sophocles’ version in his Oedipus plays, for this
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became the canonic version, largely displacing the very differ-
ent accounts in early epic; but the plot of a play by Euripides
on Alcmaion (p. 114) is included merely as an interesting vari-
ant, in a supplement to the main account based on the earlier
tradition.

To proceed to the Hellenistic poets, Apollodorus based his
account of the voyage of the Argonauts on the Argonautica of
Apollonius of Rhodes, a relatively late epic written in the third
century BC. As was common in that age, Apollonius was a schol-
ar as well as a poet, and he made extensive use of the early sources
in composing his poem. For certain stories, however, such as
the murder of Apsyrtos (p. 54), the author of the Library pre-
fers to report a more primitive version than was found accept-
able in this late epic. Otherwise his interests diverge from those
of the Hellenistic poets, who tended to concern themselves with
the more recondite aspects of the tradition, and he draws on
them only for the occasional learned variant. As to the mytho-
graphical literature of this period, it was observed above that he
would have made use of the resources that it provided. It is like-
ly that some of his narratives are based on Hellenistic summaries
of epic or tragic plots; and mythical variants, collections of ref-
erences, and alternative genealogies may often have been drawn
from Hellenistic handbooks. Apollodorus would have valued such
literature as a source of instant erudition, but there is nothing
to indicate that the Library is marked in any deeper sense by
Hellenistic scholarship, and the author had no interest whatever
in the rationalistic interpretations favoured by many Hellenistic
scholars.

Over a millennium has passed since Photius suggested that the
Library was not without its value to those who attach some impor-
tance to the memory of the ancient stories. Does this still apply
for the modern reader? And even if the Library is of some prac-
tical use for its summaries of the main myths and the other in-
formation that it provides, is that the most that can be said for
it?

As the only comprehensive mythical history of Greece to sur-
vive from antiquity, it is certainly the case that it has been used
extensively by scholars and amateurs of myth in modern times.
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It is no accident that the major mythographical work of C. G.
Heyne, the founder of modern scholarly mythography (who was
responsible for introducing the word ‘myth’ into modern usage),
should have been an edition of the Library accompanied by an
exhaustive commentary. And ever since, authors of mythological
dictionaries and compendia have relied heavily on the Library
for their accounts of the main myths. This will be readily ap-
parent if relevant passages from Robert Graves’ Greek Myths,
for instance, or Pierre Grimal’s dictionary of classical mytho-
logy are checked against the text of the Library. It must be said,
however, that despite the undoubted usefulness of the Library,
writers on Greek mythology tend to refer to it with condescen-
sion or even disdain, and the neglect of it in the scholarly liter-
ature confirms that it is generally regarded as a work of no great
substance.

In reaching a judgement on the value of the Library, we must
take due account of the genre that it belongs to; for a summary
handbook of this kind, compiled by collecting and epitomizing
material from earlier sources, belongs to a mediocre, or at least
a secondary, genre. The value of such a work will not derive
from any originality or serious scholarship on the author’s part.
He is simply an editor. Nor should we expect such a work to have
any literary merit (beyond a tolerably clear presentation of the
mythical narrative, which is generally the case with the Library).
If Apollodorus’ main sources had survived, the Library would
be no more than a historical curiosity, and the work as a whole
would possess no greater value than the summary of the [/iad
on p. 153. But if his main sources are taken to be primarily the
works of the early mythographer-historians, very little of them
has been preserved, so we must ask: can a compilation of this
kind convey anything of value from them, and in the present
case, is it reasonable to assume that it does? Now this is surely
an area in which a writer of very modest capabilities could per-
form a useful service. Mythology is not at all like philosophy,
for instance, where subtleties of thought and essential points in
the reasoning can easily be lost in the process of summariza-
tion. If a mythical epitomist shows reasonable discrimination in
the selection of resources, he merely needs the ability to sum-
marize the stories clearly and accurately, and to be thorough in
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transmitting genealogical and other information which may be
of less immediate appeal but is essential if the individual stories
are to be ordered into a coherent mythical history. In this
respect, the author of the Library certainly demonstrates the
necessary thoroughness, and where his narratives can be com-
pared with surviving sources, we can see that his summaries are
generally reliable.

Furthermore, a lack of originality and of scholarly and liter-
ary ambition are not necessarily defects in an epitomist; for the
mediocrity of his aims prevents our author from ever standing
in the way of his sources. He never tries to rationalize the myths
or impose his own ideas on them, or to alter and embellish them
for literary or rhetorical effect. And he willingly accepts conflict-
ing traditions without attempting to reconcile them.

If the author had modest aims, he can be said to have fulfilled
them in a satisfactory manner. Of its kind, and allowing for its
brevity, the Library is a work of surprisingly high quality. It
is founded for the most part on good authorities of early date,
and reports them with a high degree of accuracy. Naturally we
would prefer to have the works of Pherecydes and Acousilaos
(and the early epics too), but we should be grateful to fortune
that at least we have this little summary of the mythical his-
tory of Greece as it would have been depicted in the works of
the earliest mythographers. If only because so much else has
been lost, it is indispensable to anyone who has more than a
passing interest in Greek mythology.
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NOTE ON THE TEXT
AND TRANSLATION

ALL surviving manuscripts of the Library are descended from
a single original, a fourteenth-century manuscript in the Biblio-
théque Nationale in Paris. Unfortunately this breaks off before
the end of the work, during the section on Theseus (p. 138),
which meant that, until quite recently, the valuable account of
the Trojan cycle was entirely lost. But the situation was improved
at the end of the last century by the discovery of two epitomes,
or abridgements, of the Library, which provide a very service-
able summary of the end of the work. They were found quite
independently, in the Vatican Library (the Vatican epitome) and
the monastery of Saint Sabbas in Jerusalem (the Sabbaitic epi-
tome), in 1885 and 1887 respectively.

The standard modern text, that of Richard Wagner in the
Teubner series (1926 edn.), has been used for the present trans-
lation, although alternative readings have sometimes been pre-
ferred, and account has been taken of the more recent literature
mentioned in the Select Bibliography. The Greek text in
Frazer’s edition in the Loeb series is largely based on that of
Wagner.

The two epitomes are not identical either in content or, where
they cover the same episodes, in expression, and Wagner prints
both texts, using parallel columns where necessary; but in a trans-
lation, Frazer’s procedure of combining the two to provide a
single continuous narrative is clearly preferable. In practice this
raises few problems, except occasionally when both epitomes tell
the same story but express it in a slightly different way. Only
at a very few points have I felt it necessary to question Frazer’s
judgement on the selection of material (and it was considered
desirable in any case that the translation should correspond as
far as possible to Frazer’s Greek text).

This is a utilitarian work which offers no promise of literary
delight. The prose of Apollodorus is plain and colourless, and
so simple in expression that a translator has little latitude. With-
out misrepresenting the original, it is hard to prevent a translation
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from reading like a story-book for young children; but I have
tried to bring out the possible advantages of a plain style, and
hope that the reader will find the mythical narrative brisk and
clear, and if ingenuous, at least agreeably so.

I have benefited from a long familiarity with the translation
by Sir James Frazer. Despite the archaisms and a tendency to
euphemism on sexual matters, it is a work of quality. I have also
consulted the elegant and precise French translation by Carriére
and Massonie.

According to the traditional arrangement, the work is di-
vided into three books followed by the Epitome. Each of these
is further divided into numbered chapters (here indicated in the
margin) and subsections (indicated within the text); and corre-
spondingly, three figures (or two for passages from the Epitome)
are cited in references in the scholarly literature (e.g. 2, 4, 6, or
Epitome 7, 18). The paragraph numbering found in some edi-
tions has been omitted to avoid confusion; I have added ital-
icized headings to make the work easier to consult.

Greek names. These present a real problem because the
Latinized forms are not only more familiar, but in many cases
have become part of our language and culture. Nevertheless, in
a comprehensive work of this kind, containing so many genealo-
gies, it is surely preferable that the original Greek forms should
be used. If the Greek names can look strange and unattractive
in an English text, this is largely because of the ks (e.g. Kanake,
Kirke, Lakonia); but there seems to be no particular disadvan-
tage in using a ¢ (properly a hard ¢) for Greek kappa, and I have
followed that course in the present translation. For very famil-
1ar figures, however, like Oedipus and Achilles, the traditional
forms have been preserved (except in some cases where the Latin
form differs markedly from the original); and for place names,
modern or Latinized forms have been used much more frequently.
Some guidance on pronunciation and possible sources of con-
fusion is offered at the beginning of the Index. The Greek forms
differ most frequently from the Latin in the use of -os instead
of -us at the end of masculine names, and of a/ and o/ instead
of ae and oe (thus Aigimios and Proitos rather than Aegimius
and Proetus).
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Square brackets are used to indicate (1) additions to the original
text, and (2) passages where the surviving manuscripts may mis-
represent the original text.

1. Additions. Short gaps in the surviving text are usually filled
by the insertion of an invented phrase (if the content of the miss-
ing passage can be inferred from the context, or from another
source) or of a brief passage from another source which can be
reasonably assumed to be related to, or dependent on, the orig-
inal text of the Library. For the most part, the added passages
correspond to those in Wagner’s and Frazer’s texts. Again,
significant additions are explained in the notes.

Very occasionally, I have added a phrase for the sake of
clarity. For minor additions—where it has been indicated, for
instance, that a particular place is a mountain, or that a child is
a son or daughter, although this is not stated explicitly in the
original text—square brackets have not been used.

2. Dubious passages. These are of two main kinds. Something
in the content of a passage may give reason to suspect that the
text has been corrupted in the course of transmission and no
longer corresponds with the original; or occasionally, for reasons
of style or content, we may suspect that a passage is a later inter-
polation (typically a marginal note which has found its way into
the main text). Significant instances are discussed in the notes.

NB. Some interpolations which interrupt the narrative (and
also a dubious passage from the Epitome) have been segregated
to the Appendix. A dagger () in the text indicates where each
was inserted. Each of the passages is discussed in the accompa-
nying comments; although not part of the original text, four of
them contain interesting material.

Etymologies. The ancient mythographers liked to explain the names
of mythical figures, or of places involved in mythical tales, by
etymologies which were sometimes valid, but often fanciful or
even absurd. Because these depend on allusions or wordplay in
the original Greek which cannot be reproduced in a translation,
the presence of such wordplay is indicated in the text by the
appropriate use of italics (see, for instance, p. 88) and explained
afterwards in the Notes.
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For those first approaching the subject (and others too), Fritz Graf,
Greek Mythology: An Introduction (Baltimore, 1993), can be recommended
unreservedly, as a concise but remarkably complete survey, examining
the varieties of Greek myth and also changing attitudes to the myths
and their interpretation in ancient and modern times, with helpful bib-
liographies. To this, three other works may be added which, in their
different ways, convey an idea of the distinctive nature of Greek myth:
K. Dowden, The Uses of Greek Mythology (London, 1992), a lively
introductory work; G. S. Kirk, The Nature of Greek Myths (Harmonds-
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Timothy Gantz’s Early Greek Myth (Baltimore, 1993) is an invalu-
able guide to the literary and artistic evidence on the early mytho-
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GENEALOGICAL TABLES

The following tables cover the six main families, as follows:

1 The Deucalionids
A The early Deucalionids
B The Aetolian line
¢ The sons of Aiolos and their descendants
11 The Inachids
A The early Inachids in Argos and the east
B The Belid line in Argos
¢ The Agenorid line: the descendants of Europa in Crete
D The Agenorid line: the descendants of Cadmos in
Thebes
111 The Atlantids
A The Laconian royal line, and the usurpers at Thebes
B The Trojan royal line
1v  The Asopids (the family of Achilles and Aias)
v The Athenian royal line
vl The Pelopids (the family of Agamemnon and Menelaos)

Most of these tables depict the mythical royal line in one of
the main centres in Greece. Only one of the six families cov-
ered by the tables, namely the Athenian, conforms to the sim-
plest possible pattern, in which a single family provides the ruling
line in a single city. Generally the genealogical system is more
economical, and the ruling lines in two or more cities are traced
to a common ancestor and so united within the same family.
Thus separate branches of the Inachid family provide the royal
families of both Argos and Thebes, the two greatest centres in
mythical Greece, and also of Crete. Accordingly, the family trees
of the first three families, which are the largest and are divided
in this way between different centres, have been subdivided in
the tables.

Although the adventures of various members of these fami-
lies take them to many different parts of the Mediterranean world,
it is natural that the main centres of rule associated with the
great families should be located in the heartland of Greece. There
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Mycenae,
ARCADIA

Ares Y26
Tiryns
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are two major exceptions, namely, Crete, as would be expected
since it was a very ancient centre of civilization which had con-
nections with Mycenaean Greece, and Troy, in north-western
Asia Minor, for its connection with the Trojan War, the cul-
minating adventure in the mythical history of Greece. Although
the Trojans themselves were usually regarded as a non-Hellenic
people, the ruling family was traced back to Greek origins
through an Atlantid ancestor. Otherwise the places associated
with these various families can be located on the accompanying
map.

The mainland of Greece is divided into two by the Gulf
of Corinth, which separates the Peloponnese from the rest
of Greece, being joined to it only by the narrow Isthmus of
Corinth. Starting immediately north of the Gulf, the swathe of
land extending from Aetolia across to Thessaly in the north-
east is the area primarily associated with the first family, the
Deucalionids. Although this was an important area in early
myth, there were many separate centres, and these tended to be
associated with major heroic myths for only a generation or two.
Furthermore, many members of this family moved to fresh areas
at various stages and established new dynasties, whether in the
north, or in the western Peloponnese and the south. As a result,
the structure of this family is rather complex, and we do not
find extensive lines within individual centres as in most of the
following families. The Aetolian royal line covered in the sec-
ond table (1B) was descended from a daughter of Aiolos; the most
important town in Aetolia was Calydon, the site of the first great
adventure which drew heroes from all parts of Greece, the hunt
for the Calydonian Boar. The descendants of the sons of Aiolos
covered in the third table (1c) were primarily associated with
Thessaly (but also with the western Peloponnese and else-
where); here Iolcos, the home of Pelias and Jason, and Pherae,
the home of Admetos and Alcestis, are the most significant towns.

South of the Gulf of Corinth, in the Peloponnese, the most
important region was not Laconia (Sparta) as in historical times,
but Argos with its great Mycenaean cities, Mycenae, Argos, and
Tiryns. Here the second family, the Inachids, provided the main
ruling line. Although it was of Argive origin (the Inachos was
the largest river in Argos), other branches of this family ruled
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in Crete and in Thebes. Passing north from Argos and then across
the Isthmus of Corinth, Boeotia, with Thebes as its main city,
lies to the left, and Attica to the right. In mythical history Thebes
ranked with Argos as the most important centre.

Of the Atlantids, two main lines are covered in the following
tables, the earliest royal line in the second main centre in the
Peloponnese, Laconia, and the Trojan royal line.

The Asopid family tree is exceptional, as it was developed to
account for the common descent of the two greatest heroes of
the Trojan War, Achilles and Aias (who came from different
areas) as grandsons of Aiacos (who reigned in a different area
again). This was a relatively late development; in the /iad the
pair are not related. Aiacos was the first king of Aegina, a small
island in the Saronic Gulf, which lies between Attica and the
Peloponnese. Both of his sons were exiled. Telamon, father of
Aias, went to the island of Salamis, not far to the north; Peleus
eventually arrived in Thessaly where he became the father of
Achilles by the goddess Thetis.

This leaves the Athenian royal line and the Pelopids. The
Athenian genealogies were systematized at a relatively late period,
and none of the figures before Aigeus and Theseus are associ-
ated with major heroic myth. The first four kings were earth-
born. The Pelopids provided the second royal line in each of
the main centres of the Peloponnese, Argos and Laconia; for
Agamemnon, who ruled in Mycenae at the time of the Trojan
War, and Menelaos, who ruled in Sparta, did not belong to
the original ruling families covered in tables 11B and 111, but
were descended from Tantalos, who lived in Asia Minor, and
his son Pelops, who became king of Pisa in the north-western
Peloponnese. The Pelopids were displaced when Tisamenos, who
ruled in both Argos and Laconia, was killed by the returning
Heraclids (who were of Inachid descent).

In the following tables:

The parentage of children is indicated by swung dashes (~);
where both parents are mortals, these will usually indicate a mar-
riage also.

The names of successive kings within each centre are set in
bold type, and the order of succession is indicated by small
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letters before their names (a, b, ¢, etc.). The order of succession
is not indicated for the Argive line in 11B because of the com-
plexities which arise after the kingdom is divided between
Proitos and Acrisios.

In 1c only the Iolcian line is indicated, and in v only the
Mycenaean. For the Laconian succession after Amyclas, in 1114,
the account in 3.10.4 is followed; 3.10.3 should be consulted for
alternative genealogies.

Where it has been necessary to divide family trees into two
or more tables, the names of pivotal figures who appear in more
than one table are enclosed in boxes.

NB. There was disagreement on many genealogies. These
tables show the main lines as presented in the text of the
Library, without indicating alternative traditions recorded in
other sources, or variants mentioned within the Library itself.

The purpose of these tables is to give a clear picture of the
descent and interrelationship of the more important figures, and
they are by no means complete. In particular, many marriages
yielded more children than are named in the tables, and the fact
that names have been omitted is not always indicated; and for
reasons of clarity, the names of mothers have sometimes been
omitted, and children are not always presented in their order of
birth. For the full picture, the text should be consulted.

The tables for the Deucalionids and Atlantids do not cover
all branches of the family.
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BOOK I

1. Theogony

Quranos, Ge, and the birth of the Titans

1 QOuraNOs was the first ruler of the universe. He married
Ge,* and fathered as his first children the beings known as the
Hundred-Handers, Briareus, Cottos, and Gyes, who were
unsurpassable in size and strength, for each had a hundred
hands and fifty heads. 2 After these, Ge bore him the Cyclopes,*
namely, Arges, Steropes, and Brontes, each of whom had a
single eye on his forehead. But Ouranos tied these children up
and hurled them into Tartaros (a place of infernal darkness in
Hades,* as distant from the earth as the earth from the sky);
3 and he then fathered by Ge some sons called the Titans,
namely, Oceanos, Coios, Hyperion, Creios, lapetos, and the
youngest of all, Cronos, and some daughters called the Tita-
nides, namely, Tethys, Rhea, Themis, Mnemosyne, Phoebe,
Dione, and Theia.

The revolt of the Titans and rule of Cronos

4 But Ge, angered by the loss of her children who had been
thrown into Tartaros,* persuaded the Titans to attack their
father, and gave an adamantine* sickle to Cronos; and they
all attacked him, apart from Oceanos, and Cronos severed his
father’s genitals and threw them into the sea. (From the drops
of blood that flowed out®* the Furies were born: Alecto,
Tisiphone, and Megaira.) When they had driven their father
from power, they brought back their brothers who had been
thrown down to Tartaros, and entrusted the sovereignty to
Cronos.

5 But he bound them once again and imprisoned them in
Tartaros, and married his sister Rhea; and since both Ge and
Ouranos had prophesied to him that he would be stripped of
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his power by his own son, he swallowed his children as they
were born. He swallowed his first-born, Hestia, and then
Demeter and Hera, and after them, Pluto and Poseidon.

The birth of Zeus and his war against Cronos and the Titans

6 Angered by this, Rhea went to Crete while she was pregnant
with Zeus, and brought him to birth in a cave on Mount Dicte.*
She gave him to the Curetes* and to the nymphs Adrasteia
and Ida, daughters of Melisseus, to rear. 7 So the nymphs fed
the child on the milk of Amaltheia* while the Curetes, fully
armed, guarded the baby in the cave, beating their spears
against their shields to prevent Cronos from hearing the child’s
voice. And Rhea wrapped a stone in swaddling clothes and
passed it to Cronos to swallow as if it were the newborn child.

1 When Zeus was fully grown, he enlisted the help of
Metis,* the daughter of Oceanos, and she gave Cronos a drug
to swallow, which forced him to disgorge first the stone and
then the children whom he had swallowed; and with their aid,
Zeus went to war against Cronos and the Titans. When they
had been fighting for ten years, Ge prophesied that the vic-
tory would go to Zeus if he took as his allies those who had
been hurled down to Tartaros. So he killed Campe, who was
guarding them, and set them free. And the Cyclopes then gave
Zeus thunder, lightning, and a thunderbolt, and they gave a
helmet* to Pluto, and a trident to Poseidon. Armed with these
weapons, they overpowered the Titans, and imprisoned them
in Tartaros, appointing the Hundred-Handers as their guards;
and they shared power* between themselves by casting lots.
Zeus was allotted sovereignty over the heavens, Poseidon over
the sea, and Pluto over the halls of Hades.*

Descendants of the Titans

2 The Titans had the following offspring: to Oceanos and Tethys
were born the Oceanids,* Asia, Styx, Electra, Doris, Eury-
nome, [Amphitrite,] and Metis; to Coios and Phoebe were born
Asteria and Leto; to Hyperion and Theia were born Dawn
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and the Sun and Moon; to Creios and Eurybia, daughter of
Pontos, were born Astraios, Pallas; and Perses; 3 and to Iapetos
and Asia were born Atlas who bears the sky on his shoulders,
and Prometheus, and Epimetheus, and Menoitios, whom Zeus
struck with a thunderbolt during the battle with the Titans and
hurled down to Tartaros. 4 To Cronos and Philyra, Cheiron
was born, a Centaur of twofold form. To Dawn and Astraios
were born the winds and stars, and to Perses and Asteria, Hecate;
and to Pallas and Styx were born Nice, Cratos, Zelos, and Bia.*

5 Zeus caused oaths* to be sworn by the waters of Styx,
which flow from a rock in Hades. He bestowed this honour on
Styx in return for the help that she and her children had brought
to him in his war against the Titans.

Descendants of Pontos and Ge

6 To Pontos* and Ge were born Phorcos, Thaumas, Nereus,
Eurybia, and Ceto. To Thaumas and Electra were born Iris
and the Harpies, Aello and Ocypete; and to Phorcos and Ceto,
the Phorcides and the Gorgons, who will be considered below
when we tell the story of Perseus. 7 To Nereus and Doris were
born the Nereids,* whose names are Cymothoe, Speio, Glau-
conome, Nausithoe, Halie, Erato, Sao, Amphitrite, Eunice,
Thetis, Eulimene, Agave, Eudore, Doto, Pherousa, Galatea,
Actaie, Pontomedousa, Hippothoe, Lysianassa, Cymo, Eione,
Halimede, Plexaure, Eucrante, Proto, Calypso, Panope, Cranto,
Neomeris, Hipponoe, Ianeira, Polynome, Autonoe, Melite,
Dione, Nesaie, Dero, Evagore, Psamathe, Eumolpe, Ione,
Dynamene, Ceto, and Limnoreia.

Various children of Zeus and Hera; children of the Muses

1 Zeus married Hera and fathered Hebe, Eileithuia, and Ares;*
but he had intercourse with many other women, both mortal
and immortal. By Themis, daughter of Ouranos he had some
daughters, the Seasons, namely, Eirene, Eunomia, and Dice,*
and the Fates, namely, Clotho, Lachesis, and Atropos; by
Dione he had Aphrodite;* by Eurynome, daughter of Oceanos,
the Graces, namely, Aglaie, Euphrosyne, and Thaleia; by Styx,
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Persephone;* and by Mnemosyne the Muses, firstly Calliope,
and then Cleio, Melpomene, Euterpe, Erato, Terpsichore,
Ourania, Thaleia, and Polymnia.

2 Calliope bore to Oiagros—or really, it is said, to Apollo—
a son, Linos,* who was killed by Heracles, and Orpheus, who
practised the art of singing to the lyre, and set rocks and trees
in motion by his singing. When his wife, Eurydice, died from
a snake-bite, he went down to Hades in the hope of bringing
her up, and persuaded Pluto* to send her back to earth. Pluto
promised to do so, provided that on the way up Orpheus never
looked round until he had arrived back at his house. But
Orpheus failed to obey him, and turning round, he caught sight
of his wife, and she had to return below. Orpheus also in-
vented the mysteries of Dionysos. He was torn apart by the
Maenads,* and is buried in Pieria.

3 Cleio fell in love with Pieros, son of Magnes, through the
anger of Aphrodite (for Cleio had reproached her for her love
of Adonis*); and she had intercourse with him and bore him
a son, Hyacinthos, who aroused the passion of Thamyris, son
of Philammon and a nymph Argiope, the first man to love other
males.* But Hyacinthos later died at the hand of Apollo, who
became his lover and killed him accidentally when throwing a
discus.* And Thamyris, who was exceptional for his beauty
and his skill in singing to the lyre, challenged the Muses* to
a contest in music, on the agreement that if he proved to be
the better, he could have intercourse with them all, but if he
were defeated, they could deprive him of anything they wished.
The Muses proved to be superior, and deprived him both of
his eyes and his skill in singing to the lyre.

4 Euterpe bore to the River Strymon a son Rhesos, who was
killed by Diomedes at Troy;* but according to some accounts,
his mother was Calliope. To Thaleia and Apollo were born the
Corybantes;* and to Melpomene and Acheloos, the Sirens, who
will be considered below in our account of Odysseus.

The births of Hephaistos and Athene

5 Hera gave birth to Hephaistos without prior intercourse
(though Homer describes him as another of her children by
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Zeus).* Zeus threw him down from heaven for coming to the
aid of his mother when she was put in chains; for Zeus had
suspended Hera from Olympos for sending a storm against
Heracles when he was sailing home after capturing Troy.
Hephaistos fell to earth on Lemnos and was lamed in both his
legs, but Thetis came to his rescue.*

6 Zeus had intercourse with Metis, although she changed
into many different forms in the hope of escaping it. While
she was pregnant, Zeus forestalled future developments by
swallowing her; for [Ge]* declared that after having the girl
who was due to be born to her, Metis would give birth to a
son who would become the ruler of heaven. It was for fear of
this that he swallowed her down. When the time arrived for
the child to be born, Prometheus, or according to others,
Hephaistos, struck the head of Zeus with an axe and from the
top of his head, near the River Triton,* leapt Athene, fully
armed.

Artemis and Apollo

1 One of Coios’ daughters, Asteria, took the form of a quail
and threw herself into the sea to escape the embraces of Zeus;
and a city was named Asteria after her, for this was the for-
mer name of what was later called Delos.* His other daugh-
ter, Leto, had intercourse with Zeus, and was chased all over
the earth by Hera until she arrived at Delos, where she gave
birth first to Artemis, and then, with the aid of Artemis as a
midwife, to Apollo.

Artemis devoted herself to hunting and remained a virgin,
while Apollo learned the art of divination from Pan, son of
Zeus and Hybris, and went to Delphi where, at that time, the
oracles were delivered by Themis;* and when the guardian
of the oracle, the serpent Python, tried to prevent him from
approaching the chasm,* he killed it and took possession of
the oracle.

Not long afterwards, he killed Tityos also, who was the son
of Zeus and Elare, daughter of Orchomenos; for after making
love with Elare, Zeus had hidden her under the earth for fear
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of Hera, and had brought up to light the child that she was
carrying in her womb, the enormous Tityos. Now when Leto
came to Pytho,* she was seen by Tityos, who was overcome
by desire and seized her in his arms; but she called her chil-
dren to her aid, and they shot him down with their arrows.
Tityos suffers punishment* even after his death, for vultures
feed on his heart in Hades.

2 Apollo also killed Marsyas, the son of Olympos; for
Marsyas had discovered the flute that Athene had thrown away
because it disfigured her face,* and he challenged Apollo to a
musical contest. They agreed that the victor should do what
he wished with the loser, and when the test was under way,
Apollo played his lyre upside down and told Marsyas to do
the same;* and when he was unable to, Apollo was recognized
as the victor, and killed Marsyas by suspending him from a
lofty pine tree and flaying him.

3 Artemis, for her part, killed Orion on Delos. They say
that he was born from the earth, with a body of gigantic pro-
portions; but according to Pherecydes, he was a son of
Poseidon and Euryale. Poseidon had granted him the power
to walk across the sea. His first wife was Side, who was thrown
into Hades by Hera because she had claimed to rival the god-
dess in beauty; and afterwards he went to Chios, and sought
the hand of Merope, daughter of Oinopion. But Oinopion made
him drunk, blinded him* as he slept, and threw him out by
the seashore. Orion made his way to the forge [of Hepha-
istos],* where he snatched up a boy, and setting him on his
shoulders, told him to guide him towards the sunrise. When
he arrived there, his sight was rekindled by the rays of the
sun, and he was able to see again. 4+ He returned with all haste
to attack Oinopion; but Poseidon had provided him with an
underground dwelling constructed by Hephaistos. Dawn fell
in love with Orion and carried him off to Delos (for Aphrodite
caused her to be continually in love because she had gone to
bed with Ares).* 5 According to some accounts, Orion was killed
because he challenged Artemis to a contest in throwing the
discus, while according to others, he was shot by Artemis* be-
cause he tried to rape Opis,* one of the virgins who had arrived
from the Hyperboreans.

32




Theogony 1.5

The children of Poseidon; Demeter and Persephone

6 Poseidon married Amphitrite, [daughter of Oceanos,] who
bore Triton to him, and Rhode,* who became the wife of the
Sun.

1 Pluto fell in love with Persephone and, with the help of
Zeus, he secretly abducted her;* but Demeter, bearing torch-
es,* wandered by night and day all over the earth in search of
her. When she learned from the people of Hermion* that Pluto
had carried her off, she abandoned heaven in her anger at the
gods, and came to Eleusis in the likeness of a woman. First
she sat down on the rock which is called the Laughterless Rock
because of her, and then made her way to Celeos, who was
king of the Eleusinians at the time. There were some women
in the house, and when they invited her to sit down amongst
them, an old woman called Iambe joked with the goddess and
made her smile; and that, they say, is the reason why the women
make jokes at the Thesmophoria.*

Metaneira, the wife of Celeos, had a young child, and Dem-
eter took it over to nurse. Wanting to make it immortal, she
would lay the baby in the fire at night, stripping it of its mor-
tal flesh. But because Demophon (for that was the child’s name)
was growing at such an extraordinary rate each day, Praxithea*
kept watch over him, and when she found him buried in the
fire, she screamed aloud; as a result, the baby was consumed
by the fire, and the goddess revealed her identity.*

2 For Triptolemos, the eldest of Metaneira’s children,
Demeter fashioned a chariot drawn by winged dragons, and
she gave him wheat,* which he sowed over the whole inhab-
ited earth as he was carried through the sky. Panyasis says that
Triptolemos was a son of Eleusis, for according to him, that
was whom Demeter had visited. Pherecydes, for his part, says
that he was a son of Oceanos and Ge.

3 When Zeus ordered Pluto to send Kore* back to earth,
Pluto, to prevent her from remaining too long with her moth-
er, gave her a pomegranate seed to eat;* and failing to foresee
what the consequence would be, she ate it. When Ascalaphos,
son of Acheron and Gorgyra, bore witness against her,* Dem-
eter placed a heavy rock over him in Hades, but Persephone
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was forced to stay with Pluto for a third of every year,* and
the rest she spent with the gods.
1 Such is the story of Demeter.

The revolt of the Giants

Ge, angered by the fate of the Titans, brought to birth the
Giants, whom she had conceived by Ouranos.* These were
unsurpassable in size, unassailable in their strength, and fear-
ful to behold because of the thick hair hanging down from their
head and cheeks; and their feet were formed from dragons’
scales. According to some accounts, they were born at Phle-
grai, or according to others, at Pallene. And they hurled rocks
and flaming oak trees at the heavens. Mightiest of all were
Porphyrion and Alcyoneus, who was even immortal as long as
he fought on the land of his birth. It was he, moreover, who
drove the cattle of the Sun from Erytheia. Now the gods had
an oracle saying that none of the Giants could be killed by the
gods [acting on their own], but if the gods had a mortal fight-
ing as their ally, the Giants would meet their end. When Ge
heard of this, she searched for a herb to prevent the Giants
from being destroyed even by a mortal; but Zeus forestalled
her, for he ordered Dawn, and the Moon and Sun, not to shine
and plucked the herb himself. And he sent Athene to summon
Heracles as an ally.

And first Heracles shot Alcyoneus with his arrows, but
when he fell to the earth, he recovered some of his strength.
On the advice of Athene, Heracles dragged him beyond the
boundaries of Pallene, and so it came about that the Giant met
his death. 2 In the course of the fighting, Porphyrion launched
an attack against Heracles and Hera. But Zeus inspired him
with a lust for Hera, and when he tore her clothing and tried
to rape her, she cried for help; and Zeus struck the Giant with
his thunderbolt, and Heracles killed him with a shot from his
bow. As for the others, Apollo shot Ephialtes in the left eye

with one of his arrows, while Heracles shot him in the right.

Eurytos was killed by Dionysos with a blow from his thyrsos,*
Clytios by Hecate with her torches, and Mimas by Hephaistos
with missiles of red-hot iron. Athene hurled the island of
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Sicily on Encelados as he fled; and she flayed Pallas and used
his skin to protect her own body during the fight. Polybotes
was pursued through the sea by Poseidon and made his way
to Cos, where Poseidon broke off the part of the island called
Nisyron* and threw it down on him. Hermes, who was wear-
ing the cap of Hades, killed Hippolytos in the battle, and Artemis
killed Gration;* and the Fates, fighting with bronze cudgels,
killed Agrios and Thoon. The others were destroyed by Zeus,
who struck them with thunderbolts; and all of them, in their
death throes, were shot with arrows by Heracles.

The revolt of Typhon

3 When the gods had defeated the Giants, Ge, whose anger
was all the greater, had intercourse with Tartaros and gave birth
to Typhon* in Cilicia. He was part man and part beast, and
in both size and strength he surpassed all the other children
of Ge. Down to his thighs he was human in form, but of such
immense size that he rose higher than all the mountains and
often even scraped the stars with his head. With arms out-
stretched, he could reach the west on one side and the east on
the other; and from his arms there sprang a hundred dragons’
heads.* Below his thighs, he had massive coils of vipers, which,
when they were fully extended, reached right up to his head
and emitted violent hisses. He had wings all over his body,
and filthy hair springing from his head and cheeks floated around
him in the wind, and fire flashed from his eyes. Such was
Typhon’s appearance and such his size when he launched an
attack against heaven itself, hurling flaming rocks at it, hissing
and screaming all at once, and gushing mighty streams of fire
from his mouth. Seeing him rush against heaven, the gods took
flight to Egypt,* and when they were pursued by him, trans-
formed themselves into animals. While Typhon was still at a
distance, Zeus pelted him with thunderbolts, but as the mon-
ster drew close, Zeus struck at him with an adamantine sickle,
and then chased after him when he fled, until they arrived
at Mount Casion, which rises over Syria. And there, seeing
that Typhon was severely wounded, he engaged him in hand-
to-hand combat. But Typhon enveloped him in his coils and
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held him fast; and wresting the sickle from him, he cut the
tendons from his hands and feet. And raising him on his shoul-
ders, he carried him through the sea to Cilicia, and put him
down again when he arrived at the Corycian cave. He placed
the tendons there also, hiding them in a bear’s skin and
appointing as their guard the she-dragon Delphyne, who was
half beast and half maiden. But Hermes and Aigipan* made
away with the tendons and fitted them back into Zeus with-
out being observed. When Zeus had recovered his strength,
he made a sudden descent from heaven on a chariot drawn by
winged horses, and hurling thunderbolts, he pursued Typhon
to the mountain called Nysa, where the fugitive was tricked
by the Fates; for persuaded that he would become stronger as
a result, he tasted the ephemeral fruits.* Coming under pur-
suit once again, he arrived in Thrace, and joining battle near
Mount Haimos, he began to hurl entire mountains. But when
they were thrust back at him by the thunderbolts, a stream of
blood* gushed from him onto the mountain (which is said to
be the reason why it was called Haimos). When he set out to
flee across the Sicilian sea, Zeus hurled Mount Etna at him,
which lies in Sicily. This is a mountain of enormous size, and
there rise up from it, even to this day, eruptions of fire* that
are said to issue from the thunderbolts hurled by Zeus. But
that is quite enough on this matter.

2. The Deucalionids

Prometheus and early man

1 After he had fashioned men* from water and earth, Pro-
metheus also gave them fire, which he had hidden in a fen-
nel* stalk in secret from Zeus. But when Zeus learned of it,
he ordered Hephaistos to nail his body to Mount Caucasos (a
mountain that lies in Scythia). So Prometheus was nailed to it
and held fast there for a good many years; and each day, an
eagle swooped down to feed on the lobes of his liver, which
grew again by night. Such was the punishment suffered by
Prometheus for having stolen the fire, until Heracles later
released him, as we will show* in our account of Heracles.
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Deucalion, Pyrrha, and the great flood

2 Prometheus had a son, Deucalion, who ruled the area around
Phthia, and married Pyrrha, the daughter of Epimetheus and
of Pandora, whom the gods had fashioned as the first woman.*
When Zeus wanted to eliminate the race of bronze,* Deucalion,
on the advice of Prometheus, built a chest, and after storing
it with provisions, climbed into it with Pyrrha. Zeus poured
an abundance of rain from heaven to flood the greater part of
Greece, causing all human beings to be destroyed, apart from
those few who took refuge in the lofty mountains nearby. It
was then that the mountains of Thessaly drew apart and all
the lands outside the Isthmus and the Peloponnese were sub-
merged. But Deucalion was carried across the sea in his chest
for nine days and as many nights until he was washed ashore
at Parnassos; and there, when the rain stopped, he disembarked,
and offered a sacrifice to Zeus, God of Escape. Zeus sent Hermes
to him and allowed him the choice of whatever he wished; and
Deucalion chose to have people. On the orders of Zeus, he
picked up stones and threw them over his head; and the stones
that Deucalion threw became men, and those that Pyrrha
threw became women. That was how people came to be called
laoi, by metaphor from the word laas, a stone.*

The immediate descendants of Deucalion

Deucalion had two sons by Pyrrha, first Hellen (though some
describe him as a son of Zeus), and secondly Amphictyon, who
became king of Attica after Cranaos; he also had a daughter,
Protogeneia, who later bore Aethlios to Zeus.

3 Hellen had three sons, Doros, Xouthos, and Aiolos, by a
nymph, Orseis; and those who were called the Graicoi he named
Hellenes* after himself. And he divided the land amongst his
sons. Xouthos received the Peloponnese, and by Creousa,
daughter of Erechtheus, he had two sons, Achaios and Ion,
after whom the Achaeans and the Ionians were named. Doros
received the country opposite the Peloponnese™ and named its
inhabitants the Dorians after himself. Aiolos became king of
the lands around Thessaly and named their inhabitants the
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Aeolians. He married Enarete, daughter of Deimachos, and
became the father of seven sons, Cretheus, Sisyphos, Athamas,
Salmoneus, Deion, Magnes, and Perieres, and five daughters,
Canace, Alcyone, Peisidice, Calyce, and Perimede.

Ceux and Alcyone; the Aloads; Endymion

Perimede bore Hippodamas and Orestes to Acheloos; and
Peisidice bore Antiphos and Actor to Myrmidon. 4 Alcyone
became the wife of Ceux, son of Heosphoros. Both of them
died because of their arrogance: for Ceux said that his wife was
Hera, and Alcyone that her husband was Zeus, and Zeus
changed them into birds, making her a 4alcyon* and him a sea-
swallow.*

Canace bore Hopleus, Nireus, Epopeus, Aloeus, and Triops
to Poseidon. Aloeus married Iphimedeia, daughter of Triops,
but she fell in love with Poseidon, and went down to the sea
again and again, where she would scoop water from the waves
with her hands and pour it into her lap. Poseidon had inter-
course with her and fathered two sons, Otos and Ephialtes,
who are known as the Aloads.* They grew a cubit broader
every year and a fathom* higher; and when they were nine
years old, and nine cubits across and nine fathoms in height,
they resolved to fight against the gods. They piled Ossa on
Olympos and Pelion* on Ossa, and threatened to use these
mountains to climb up to heaven; and they said that by filling
the sea with mountains they would turn the sea into dry land
and the dry land into sea. And Ephialtes sought to win Hera,
and Otos to win Artemis; they also imprisoned Ares.* But
Hermes freed him surreptitiously, and the Aloads met their
death on Naxos* as the result of a subterfuge by Artemis; for
she changed herself into a deer and leapt between them, and
in their desire to hit the beast they struck one another with
their javelins. .

5 (Calyce and Aethlios had a son, Endymion, who led the
Aeolians out of Thessaly and founded Elis. It is said by some,
however, that Endymion was a son of Zeus. Because of his
exceptional beauty the Moon fell in love with him; and when
Zeus allowed him the choice of whatever he wished, he chose
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to sleep for ever and so remain untouched by either age or
death.

Early Aetolian genealogies; Evenos and Marpessa

6 By a naiad nymph, or according to some, by Iphianassa,
Endymion had a son, Aitolos, who killed Apis, son of Phoro-
neus,* and fled to the land of the Curetes.* There he killed
the sons of Phthia and Apollo who had welcomed him,
namely, Doros, Laodocos, and Polypoites, and called the
country Aetolia after himself.

7 By Pronoe, daughter of Phorbos, Aitolos had two sons,
Pleuron and Calydon, after whom the two cities in Aetolia were
named. Pleuron married Xanthippe, daughter of Doros, and
had a son, Agenor, and three daughters, Sterope, Stratonice,
and Laophonte. To Calydon and Aiolia, daughter of Amy-
thaon, were born two daughters, Epicaste and Protogeneia, who
bore Oxylos to Ares. Pleuron’s son Agenor married Epicaste,
daughter of Calydon, and fathered Porthaon and a daughter,
Demonice, who bore Evenos, Molos, Pylos, and Thestios to
Ares.

8 Evenos had a daughter, Marpessa, who, while she was being
courted by Apollo, was carried off by Idas, son of Aphareus,
in a winged chariot which he had received from Poseidon.
Chasing after him* in a chariot, Evenos went as far as the River
Lycormas, but finding it impossible to catch up with Idas,
he slaughtered his horses and hurled himself into the river,
which is now named the Evenos after him. 9 Idas went on to
Messene,* where Apollo happened to meet him and tried to
take the girl away from him. As they were fighting for her
hand, Zeus separated them and allowed the girl herself to choose
which of them she preferred to live with; and Marpessa, fear-
ing that Apollo might leave her when she grew old, selected
Idas for her husband.

10 By Eurythemis, daughter of Cleoboia, Thestios had three
daughters, Althaia, I.eda, and Hypermnestra, and four sons,
Iphiclos, Evippos, Plexippos, and Eurypylos.

By Euryte, daughter of Hippodamas, Porthaon had five
sons, Oineus, Agrios, Alcathoos, Melas, and Leucopeus, and
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a daughter, Sterope, who is said to have borne the Sirens to
Acheloos.*

Oineus, Meleager, and the hunt for the Calydonian boar

1 Oineus, the king of Calydon, was the first to receive a vine
plant from Dionysos.* He married Althaia, daughter of Thestios,
and fathered Toxeus—who was put to death by Oineus him-
self for jumping over the ditch*—and two further sons, Thyreus
and Clymenos. He also had a daughter, Gorge, who became
the wife of Andraimon, and another daughter, Deianeira, who
is said to have been Althaia’s child by Dionysos. Deianeira drove
a chariot and practised the arts of war; and Heracles wrestled
with Acheloos to gain her hand.

2 Althaia also bore to Oineus a son, Meleager, whose real
father is said to have been Ares. When he was seven days old,
it is said that the Fates appeared and announced that Meleager
would die when the log burning on the hearth was fully con-
sumed. In response, Althaia snatched it from the fire and
placed it in a chest.* Meleager developed into an invulnerable
and valiant man, but met his death in the following manner.
When Oineus was offering the first-fruits from the annual har-
vest in the land to all the gods, he forgot Artemis alone. In
her anger, she sent a boar of exceptional size and strength,
which prevented the land from being sown, and destroyed the
cattle and the people who encountered it. To hunt this boar,*
Oineus summoned together all the bravest men in Greece,
announcing that he would give the beast’s hide to the man who
killed it, as a prize for his valour.

These are the people who gathered to hunt the boar:
Meleager, son of Oineus, and Dryas, son of Ares, both from
Calydon; Idas and Lynceus, sons of Aphareus, from Messene;
Castor and Polydeuces, sons of Zeus and Leda, from Lace-
daimon; Theseus, son of Aigeus, from Athens; Admetos, son of
Pheres, from Pherae; Ancaios and Cepheus, sons of Lycourgos,
from Arcadia; Jason, son of Aison, from Iolcos; Iphicles, son
of Amphitryon, from Thebes; Peirithoos, son of Ixion, from
Larissa; Peleus, son of Aiacos, from Phthia; Telamon, son of
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Aiacos, from Salamis; Eurytion, son of Actor, from Phthia;
Atalante, daughter of Schoineus, from Arcadia; Amphiaraos,
son of Oicles, from Argos; and with the aforementioned, also
the sons of Thestios.

When they were assembled, Oineus entertained them as his
guests for nine days. On the tenth, when Cepheus, Ancaios,
and some others considered it beneath their dignity to take
part in the hunt with a woman,* Meleager—who wanted to
have a child by Atalante although he was married to Cleopatra,
the daughter of Idas and Marpessa—compelled them to set
out with her on the hunt. When they had surrounded the boar,
Hyleus and Ancaios were killed by the beast and, by accident,
Peleus struck down Eurytion with his javelin. The first to hit
the boar was Atalante, who shot it in the back with an arrow,
and the second, Amphiaraos, who shot it in the eye, but
Meleager struck the death blow by stabbing it in the side. And
when he received the skin, he gave it to Atalante. The sons of
Thestios,* however, took it amiss that a woman should get the
prize when men were present, saying that it belonged to them
by right of birth if Meleager chose not to take it. 3 Angered
by this, Meleager killed the sons of Thestios and returned the
skin to Atalante. But Althaia was so distressed by the loss of
her brothers that she rekindled the log, bringing Meleager’s
life to a sudden end.

It is said by some,* however, that Meleager met his end not
in that way, but as follows. The sons of Thestios raised an
argument about the hunt, saying that Iphiclos had been the
first to hit the boar, and because of this a war broke out
between the Curetes and the Calydonians. When Meleager
marched out and killed some of the sons of Thestios, Althaia
cursed him, which so enraged him that he confined himself to
his house. But when the enemy forces were drawing close to
the walls, and the citizens approached him as suppliants and
asked him to come to their aid, he was persuaded by his wife,
though with difficulty, to march out, and after he had killed
the other sons of Thestios, he met his own death in the fight-
ing. After the death of Meleager, Althaia and Cleopatra hanged
themselves, and the women who wailed over his dead body
were transformed into birds.*
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The later history of Oineus, and the birth and exile of Tydeus

4 After Althaia’s death, Oineus married Periboia, the daugh-
ter of Hipponoos. According to the author of the Thebaid, Oineus
received her as a prize after the sack of Olenos, but according
to Hesiod she had been seduced by Hippostratos, son of
Amarynceus, and her father sent her away from Olenos in
Achaea to Oineus,* who lived some distance from Greece, with
orders that he kill her. 3 Or according to some, Hipponoos dis-
covered that his daughter had been seduced by Oineus, and
he sent her away to him when she was already pregnant. It
was by her that Oineus fathered Tydeus. Peisandros says,
however, that Tydeus was born to Gorge; for in accordance
with the will of Zeus, Oineus conceived a passion for his own
daughter.

When Tydeus grew to manhood, he was exiled for having
killed, according to some- accounts, Alcathoos, a brother of
Oineus, or according to the author of the Alemaeonid, the sons
of Melas* who had plotted against Oineus, namely Pheneus,
Euryalos, Hyperlaos, Antiochos, Eumedes, Sternops, Xan-
thippos, and Sthenelaos. According to Pherecydes, however,
he killed his own brother,* Olenias. When Agrios tried to
bring charges against him, he fled to Adrastos in Argos, and
married Adrastos’ daughter, Deipyle, who bore him a son,
Diomedes.* '

6 Tydeus joined Adrastos in the expdition against Thebes,
where he was wounded by Melanippos and died. The sons
of Agrios—Thersites,* Onchestos, Prothoos, Celeutor, Lyco-
peus, and Melanippos—robbed Oineus of his kingdom and gave
it to their father, and furthermore they imprisoned Oineus
(who was still alive) and ill-treated him. Afterwards, how-
ever, Diomedes arrived in secret from Argos with Alcmaion
and killed all the sons of Agrios, apart from Onchestos and
Thersites, who had fled beforehand to the Peloponnese; and
since Oineus was now an old man, Diomedes gave the king-
dom to Andraimon, who had married Oineus’ daughter, and
took Oineus back with him to the Peloponnese. But the two
sons of Agrios who had managed to escape laid an ambush for
the old man near the Hearth of Telephos in Arcadia, and killed

42




The Deucalionids L9

him. Diomedes took his body to Argos, and buried him at the
place where a city called Oinoe, which is named after him, now
lies. After his marriage to Aigialeia, the daughter of Adrastos
(or according to some, of Aigialeus), Diomedes took part in
the expeditions against Thebes and Troy.

Athamas, Ino, and the origin of the golden fleece

1 To proceed to the sons of Aiolos, Athamas ruled in Boeotia,
and had a son, Phrixos, and a daughter, Helle, by Nephele.
He then married Ino, and had two sons by her, Learchos and
Melicertes. But Ino began to scheme against the children of
Nephele and persuaded the women to parch the wheat-grain;*
and they took the grain and did so, in secret from the men.
When the earth was sown with this parched grain, it failed to
produce its annual crop, so Athamas sent envoys to Delphi to
ask how they could be delivered from this barrenness. But Ino
persuaded the envoys to say that, according to the oracle, the
infertility would come to an end if Phrixos were sacrificed to
Zeus. When Athamas heard this, he was compelled by the inhab-
itants of the land to bring Phrixos to the altar; but Nephele
snatched him away together with her daughter Helle,* and gave
them a ram with a golden fleece which she had received from
Hermes. Carried through the sky by this ram, they passed over
land and sea alike; but while they were over the stretch of
sea that lies between Sigeia and the Chersonese, Helle slipped
into the waters, and the sea where she died was named the
Hellespont after her. Phrixos for his part went to the land of
the Colchians, which was ruled by Aietes, son of the Sun and
Perseis, and brother of Circe and of Pasiphae, who became the
wife of Minos. Aietes welcomed Phrixos and offered him one
of his daughters, Chalciope, as a wife. Phrixos sacrificed the
ram with the golden fleece to Zeus God of Escape, and gave
its fleece to Aietes, who nailed it to an oak in a grove sacred
to Ares. By Chalciope Phrixos had four sons, Argos, Melas,
Phrontis, and Cytisoros.

2 Later, through the wrath of Hera,* Athamas was also
deprived of his children by Ino; for he himself, in a fit of mad-
ness, killed Learchos with an arrow, and Ino threw herself into
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the sea with Melicertes. Exiled from Boeotia, he asked the gods
where he should settle, and was told by the oracle to settle at
the place where he was offered hospitality by wild beasts. After
he had crossed large expanses of land, he chanced upon some
wolves as they were sharing out morsels of sheep; and when
they caught sight of him, they fled, leaving behind the food
that they were sharing. So Athamas founded a colony there,
calling the land Athamantia* after himself, and married
Themisto, daughter of Hypseus, who bore him four sons,
Leucon, Erythrios, Schoineus, and Ptoos.

Sisyphos, Salmoneus, and other sons of Aiolos

3 Sisyphos, son of Aiolos, founded Ephyra, now known as
Corinth,* and married Merope, daughter of Atlas. A son,
Glaucos, was born to them, and by Eurymede, Glaucos had a
son, Bellerophon, who killed the fire-breathing Chimaera.*
Sisyphos undergoes the punishment in Hades* of rolling a rock
with his hands and head in an attempt to roll it over the top
of a hill; but however hard he pushes it, it forces its way back
down again. He suffers this punishment because of Aegina,
daughter of Asopos; for Zeus had carried her off in secret, and
Siyphos is said to have revealed this to Asopos, who went in
search of her. ;

4 Deion, who reigned over Phocis, married Diomede,
daughter of Xouthos, who bore him a daughter, Asterodia, and
four sons, Ainetos, Actor, Phylacos, and Cephalos, who mar-
ried Procris, daughter of Erechtheus. But afterwards Dawn fell
in love with him and carried him off.*

5 Perieres took possession of Messene, and married
Gorgophone, daughter of Perseus, who bore him several sons,
Aphareus, and Leucippos and Tyndareus, and also Icarios.
But many say that Perieres was a son not of Aiolos, but of
Cynortas,* son of Amyclas; and for that reason, we will tell
the story of his descendants in our account of the family of
Atlas.

6 Magnes married a naiad nymph, and had two sons,
Polydectes and Dictys, who colonized Seriphos.*

7 Salmoneus lived in Thessaly at first, but later went to Elis
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and founded a city* there. A man of great arrogance, he
wanted to put himself on a level with Zeus and suffered pun-
ishment for his impiety. For he claimed that he himself was
Zeus, and depriving the god of his sacrifices, he ordered that
they should be offered to himself instead. And he dragged dried
animal skins and bronze kettles behind his chariot, saying that
he was making thunder; and he hurled flaming torches into
the sky, saying that he was making lightning. Zeus struck him
down with a thunderbolt, and destroyed the city that he had
founded, with all its inhabitants.

Pelias and Neleus

8 Tyro, the daughter of Salmoneus and Alcidice, was raised
by Cretheus, the brother of Salmoneus, and she fell in love
with the River Enipeus. She would constantly wander down
to its flowing waters and tell them of her sorrows. Taking on
the appearance of Enipeus, Poseidon had intercourse with
her,* and she gave birth in secret to twin sons, whom she
exposed. As the babies lay abandoned on the ground, a mare
belonging to some passing horse-trainers knocked one of them
with its hoof, leaving a black and blue patch on its face. The
horse-trainer recovered the two children and brought them
up, calling the one with the black-and-blue patch Pelias,* and
the other Neleus. When they were grown up, they found their
mother and killed her stepmother, Sidero.* For learning that
their mother had been ill-treated by Sidero, they set out
against her, but she forestalled them by taking refuge at the
sanctuary of Hera, only to be killed on the very altars by Pelias,
who refused ever afterwards to pay due honour to Hera.

9 Later the brothers quarrelled, and Neleus was driven into
exile. Arriving in Messene, he founded Pylos,* and married
Chloris, daughter of Amphion, who bore him a daughter,
Pero, and twelve sons, Tauros, Asterios, Pylaon, Deimachos,
Eurybios, Epilaos, Phrasios, Eurymenes, Evagoras, Alastor,
Nestor, and Periclymenos. Poseidon granted the last of these
the power to change his form; and when Pylos was sacked
by Heracles, he transformed himself as he fought, now into a
lion, now into a snake, now into a bee, but he was killed by
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Heracles* along with the other sons of Neleus. Nestor alone
survived because he was brought up amongst the Gerenians;
and he married Anaxibia, daughter of Cratieus, who bore him
two daughters, Peisidice and Polycaste, and seven sons, Per-
seus, Stratichos, Aretos, Echephron, Peisistratos, Antilochos,
and Thrasymedes.

10 Pelias settled in Thessaly and married Anaxibia, daugh-
ter of Bias (or according to some, Phylomache, daughter of
Amphion), and fathered a son, Acastos, and four daughters,
Peisidice, Pelopeia, Hippothoe, and Alcestis.

The earlier history of Bias and Melampous

11 Cretheus founded Iolcos and married Tyro, daughter of
Salmoneus, by whom he had three sons, Aison, Amythaon,
and Pheres.

Amythaon, who lived in Pylos, married Eidomene, daugh-
ter of Pheres, who bore him two sons, Bias and Melampous.
Now Melampous lived in the country, and in front of his house
there was an oak tree which housed a nest of snakes. After
these snakes had been killed by his servants, Melampous gath-
ered some wood and burned the reptiles, and then reared their
young. When they were fully grown, they came up to him while
he was asleep, and placing themselves at either shoulder,
purified his ears* with their tongues. Melampous rose up in
great alarm, to find that he could understand the cries of the
birds* flying overhead; and making use of what he discovered
from them, he began to predict the future to mankind. He also
learned how the victims at sacrifices can be used for divina-
tion, and after he had met with Apollo on the banks of the
Alpheios, he was the best of diviners from that day forth.

12 Bias sought to marry Pero, the daughter of Neleus; but
since his daughter had many suitors, Neleus said that he would
give her to the one who brought him the cattle of Phylacos.*
These cattle were kept at Phylace, and were guarded by a
dog which neither man nor beast could approach without
being detected. Finding himself unable to steal the cattle, Bias
sought his brother’s help. Melampous promised his assis-
tance,* and predicted that he would be caught in the act as he
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tried to steal the cattle, but would finally acquire them after
he had been imprisoned for a year. After offering this promise,
he departed for Phylace and, as he had predicted, he was caught
in the act when he attempted the theft, and was then put in
chains and kept under guard in a cell. When the year had almost
elapsed, he heard the woodworms talking in the hidden part
of the roof: one of them was asking how much of the beam
had already been consumed, and the other replied that hardly
any of it remained. Without delay, Melampous asked to be
moved to a different cell, and not long afterwards, the first
cell collapsed. Phylacos was astonished, and realizing that
Melampous was an excellent diviner, he released him and
asked him to say how his son Iphiclos could come to have chil-
dren. Melampous promised to tell him if he were given the
cattle in return; and then, after sacrificing two bulls and cut-
ting them up, he summoned the birds. When a vulture arrived,
he learned from it that Phylacos, as he was gelding lambs one
day, had laid down the knife, still covered with blood, next
to Iphiclos; and when the child took fright* and ran away,
Phylacos had stuck the knife into the sacred oak, and its bark
had grown around it and covered it over. The bird went on
to say that if the knife were found, and Melampous scraped
off the rust and gave it to Iphiclos to take in a drink* for ten
days, he would father a son. Discovering all this from the vul-
ture, Melampous found the knife, scraped off the rust, and
gave it to Iphiclos for ten days in a drink; and a son, Podarces,
was duly born to him. So Melampous drove the cattle to Pylos,
and when he was given the daughter of Neleus, passed her on
to his brother. He remained in Messene for a time, but when
Dionysos drove the women of Argos mad,* he cured them in
return for a share of the kingdom and settled there with Bias.

13 Bias and Pero had a son, Talaos, who had six children
by Lysimache, daughter of Abas, son of Melampous, namely
Adrastos, Parthenopaios, Pronax, Mecisteus, Aristomachos,
and Eriphyle, who became the wife of Amphiaraos. Partheno-
paios had a son, Promachos, who joined the Epigoni in the
expedition against Thebes, and Mecisteus had a son Euryalos,
who went to Troy. Pronax had a son, Lycourgos; and Adrastos
and Amphithea, daughter of Pronax, had three daughters,
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Argeia, Deipyle, and Aigialeia, and two sons, Aigialeus and
Cyanippos.

Admetos and Alcestis

14 Pheres, son of Cretheus, founded Pherae in Thessaly,
and fathered Admetos and Lycourgos. Lycourgos settled
near Nemea, and, marrying Eurydice (or according to some,
Amphithea), he had a son, Opheltes, who was later called
Archemoros. 15 Admetos for his part became king of Pherae,
and at the time when Apollo was serving him* as a labourer,
he wanted to win the hand of Alcestis, daughter of Pelias. Now
Pelias had announced that he would give his daughter to the
man who could yoke a lion and a boar to a chariot; so Apollo
yoked them and gave them to Admetos, who took them to Pelias
and obtained Alcestis as his wife. While offering the sacrifices
at his marriage, however, he forgot to sacrifice to Artemis; and
as a result, when he opened up the marriage chamber, he found
it to be filled with coils of snakes.* Apollo advised him to pro-
pitiate the goddess, and demanded of the Fates that when
Admetos was about to die, he should be released from death
if somebody would freely choose to die in his place. When the
day came for him to die, neither his father nor his mother was
willing to die for him, so Alcestis died in his place. But Kore
sent her back* to earth again, or, according to some accounts,
Heracles fought with Hades for her* [and returned her to
Admetos].

3. FJason and the Argonauts

Pelias orders Jason to fetch the golden fleece

16 To Aison, son of Cretheus, and Polymede, daughter of
Autolycos, a son, Jason, was born; and Jason lived at Iolcos,
which was ruled by Pelias, who had succeeded Cretheus.* When
Pelias consulted the oracle about his kingdom, the god told
him to beware of the man with one sandal. At first he could
make no sense of the oracle, but afterwards he came to under-
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stand it. For when he was about to offer a sacrifice by the sea
to Poseidon, he summoned Jason, together with many others,
to take part in it. Jason, who lived in the country because of
his passion for farming, hurried off to the sacrifice, but as he
was crossing the River Anauros, he emerged with only one san-
dal, after losing the other in the current. So when Pelias caught
sight of him, he knew what the oracle meant; and going up to
Jason, he asked him what he would do (assuming he had the
power) if he had received an oracle saying that he would be
murdered by one of his fellow citizens. In response—whether
as chance would have it, or as a result of the wrath of Hera,*
who wanted Medea to come as an affliction to Pelias (for he
had failed to honour the goddess)—]Jason declared, ‘I would
order him to fetch the golden fleece.”* As soon as Pelias heard
his reply, he told Jason to set out for the fleece. It was to be
found at Colchis* in a grove sacred to Ares, hanging on an oak
tree and guarded by a dragon that never slept.

When he was sent for the fleece, Jason summoned the assis-
tance of Argos, son of Phrixos; and Argos, on the advice of
Athene, built a ship with fifty oars, which was named the Argo
after its builder.* To the prow of the ship, Athene fitted a
piece of wood that came from the oak at Dodona* and had the
power of speech. When the ship was built, Jason consulted the
oracle, and was told by the god that he could sail after he had
gathered together the finest men in Greece.

Catalogue of the Argonauts

The men who assembled were the following: Tiphys, son of
Hagnias, who steered the ship; Orpheus, son of Oiagros; Zetes
and Calais, sons of Boreas; Castor and Polydeuces, sons of
Zeus; Telamon and Peleus, sons of Aiacos; Heracles, son of
Zeus; Theseus, son of Aigeus; Idas and Lynceus, sons of Aphar-
eus; Amphiaraos, son of Oicles; Caineus, son of Coronos; Palai-
mon, son of Hephaistos or of Aitolos; Cepheus, son of Aleos;
Laertes, son of Arceisios; Autolycos, son of Hermes; Atalante,
daughter of Schoineus; Menoitios, son of Actor; Actor, son
of Hippasos; Admetos, son of Pheres; Acastos, son of Pelias;
Eurytos, son of Hermes; Meleager, son of Oineus; Ancaios,
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son of Lycourgos; Euphemos, son of Poseidon; Poias, son of
Thaumacos; Boutes, son of Teleon; Phanos and Staphylos, sons
of Dionysos; Erginos, son of Poseidon; Periclymenos, son of
Neleus; Augeas, son of the Sun; Iphiclos, son of Thestios; Argos,
son of Phrixos; Euryalos, son of Mecisteus; Peneleos, son of
Hippalmos; Leitos, son of Alector; Iphitos, son of Naubolos;
Ascalaphos and Ialmenos, sons of Ares; Asterios, son of Com-
etes; and Polyphemos, son of Elatos.

The women of Lemnos; in the land of the Doliones

17 They set out to sea* with Jason in command, and called in
at Lemnos. It happened that there were no men at all in
Lemnos at that time, and the island was ruled by a queen,
Hypsipyle, daughter of Thoas. The reason was this. The
Lemnian women had failed to honour Aphrodite, and the god-
dess had afflicted them with an evil smell; as a result, their
husbands had taken women captive from the neighbouring land
of Thrace and slept with them instead. The Lemnian women
had responded to this slight by murdering their fathers and
husbands—Hypsipyle alone had saved her father, Thoas, by
hiding him away. So the Argonauts put in at Lemnos while
it was under female rule, and they had intercourse with the
women there. Hypsipyle ‘slept with Jason and bore him two
sons, Euneos and Nebrophonos.

18 After Lemnos, they visited the land of the Doliones, who
were ruled by Cyzicos; and he offered them a friendly wel-
come. But as they were sailing from his land by night, they
met with contrary winds, and without realizing it, landed once
more amongst the Doliones. The Doliones for their part took
them for an army of Pelasgians—for it happened that they were
under constant attack from the Pelasgians—and joined battle
with them by night, each side failing to recognize the other.
The Argonauts killed many of their opponents, including
Cyzicos; but when day came, and they saw what had happened,
they lamented bitterly, cut off their hair, and offered Cyzicos
a splendid burial. After the funeral, they sailed on their way,
and put in at Mysia.
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The loss of Hylas and abandonment of Heracles

19 There they abandoned Heracles and Polyphemos.* For
Hylas, the son of Theiodamas and beloved of Heracles, had
been sent to draw water, and was snatched away by nymphs*
because of his beauty. Polyphemos heard him cry out, and draw-
ing his sword, he set out after him, thinking that robbers were
dragging him off. When he came across Heracles, he told him
what had happened; and while the two of them were search-
ing for Hylas, the ship put out to sea. Polyphemos founded
the city of Cios in Mysia, and ruled there as king, while
Heracles for his part returned to Argos. According to Hero-
doros, however, Heracles never set out on a voyage at all at
that time, but was serving as a slave with Omphale; and
Pherecydes says that he was left behind at Aphetai in Thessaly,
because the Argo had spoken out to say that she was unable to
bear his weight. But Demaratos has recorded that he sailed all
the way to Colchis, while Dionysios goes so far as to call him
the leader of the Argonauts.*

Polydeuces and Amycos; Phineus and the Harpies;
the Clashing Rocks

20 They left Mysia for the land of the Bebryces, which was
under the rule of Amycos, son of Poseidon and a Bithynian
[nymph]. A man of spirit, he made strangers who landed there
box with him, and in that way brought about their death. So
he went up to the Argo on this occasion too, and challenged
the best man present to a boxing match. Polydeuces agreed to
take him on and killed him with a blow to the elbow; and when
the Bebryces rushed forward to attack Polydeuces, the heroes
snatched up their weapons and slaughtered many of them as
they were fleeing.

21 From there they put out to sea again, and called in at
Salmydessos in Thrace, the home of Phineus, a diviner who
had lost the use of his eyes. Some call him a son of Agenor,
others a son of Poseidon. According to some accounts, he was
blinded by the gods for foretelling the future to the human
race, or, according to others, by Boreas and the Argonauts
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because he had blinded his own children at the urging of their
stepmother,* or again, by Poseidon for having informed the
children of Phrixos of the route from Colchis to Greece.

The gods had also sent the Harpies* against him. These
were female creatures with wings, and when a table was laid
in front of Phineus, they would fly down from the sky and
snatch away most of the food, and even the little that they left
behind stank so strongly that nobody could touch it. When the
Argonauts wanted to consult Phineus about their route, he
replied that he would advise them on their route if they would
rid him of the Harpies. So they set a table of food in front of
him, and the Harpies immediately swooped down with loud
cries and snatched the food away. At the sight of this, Zetes
and Calais, the sons of Boreas, who were themselves endowed
with wings, drew their swords and chased the Harpies through
the air. Now 1t was fated that the Harpies would die at the
hands of the sons of Boreas, and equally that the sons of Boreas
would die if they failed to catch those they pursued.* Dur-
ing the chase one of the Harpies dropped into the Tigres,
a Peloponnesian river, which is now called the Harpys after
her; this Harpy was called Nicothoe, or according to others,
Aellopous. As for the other, called Ocypete, or, according to
some accounts, Ocythoe (or Ocypode according to Hesiod*),
she fled along the Propontis until she arrived at the Echinadian
Islands, which are now called the Strophades* because of her;
for she turned in her flight on reaching them, and while she
was over their shore fell down exhausted along with her pur-
suer. According to Apollonius, however, in the Argonautica,*
the Harpies were pursued as far as the Strophades, but they
came to no harm after they had sworn an oath that they would
stop persecuting Phineus.

22 When he had been delivered from the Harpies, Phineus
told the Argonauts what route to take, and advised them about
the Symplegades [or Clashing Rocks], which lay before them
in the sea. These were rocks of enormous size which were forced
into collision by the power of the winds and closed the pas-
sage through the sea. Thick mist swirled over them, the crash
was tremendous, and it was impossible even for birds to pass
between them. So Phineus advised the Argonauts to release a
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dove between the rocks, and if they saw it pass safely between
them, to sail through in full confidence, but if it was destroyed,
to make no attempt to force a passage. After hearing his advice,
they put out to sea, and when they were close to the rocks,
they released a dove from the prow; and as she flew, only the
tip of her tail was snipped off as the rocks clashed together.
So they waited until the rocks had drawn apart again, and with
hard rowing and some assistance from Hera they made their
way through, although the tip of the vessel’s poop was shorn
away. Ever afterwards, the Symplegades stood motionless; for
it was fated that when a ship had passed through them, they
would remain completely still.

23 The Argonauts arrived next at the land of the Marian-
dynians, where they received a friendly welcome from Lycos,
their king. It was there that Idmon the diviner met his death,
from a wound inflicted by a boar; Tiphys died there too, and
Ancaios took over as steersman of the ship.

Fason, Medea, and the seizure of the fleece

They sailed past the River Thermodon and the Caucasos to
arrive at the River Phasis, which lies in the land of Colchis.
When the ship was moored, Jason visited Aietes, and explained
what Pelias had told him to do and asked to be given the fleece.
Atetes promised to hand it over if, without assistance, Jason
yoked the bronze-footed bulls. These were two wild bulls that
he owned, of exceptional size, a gift from Hephaistos; they had
hooves of bronze and breathed fire from their mouths. And
after he had yoked these bulls, Jason was to sow some drag-
on’s teeth—for Aietes had received from Athene half of the
dragon’s teeth that Cadmos had sowed at Thebes.* When Jason
was at his wit’s end about how he could yoke the bulls, Medea
fell in love with him. Now Medea, the daughter of Aietes and
Eiduia, daughter of Oceanos, was a sorceress; and fearing that
Jason might be killed by the bulls, she offered, in secret from
her father, to help him yoke the bulls and obtain the fleece, if
he would swear to accept her as his wife and take her with him
when he sailed back to Greece. When he swore to do so, she
gave him a potion,* and told him to rub it on to his shield and
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spear and his body when he set out to yoke the bulls, explain-
ing that when he had been anointed with the potion, he would
be invulnerable for a day to fire and steel alike. And she re-
vealed to him that when the teeth were sown, armed men would
spring up from the ground to attack him; and when he saw
them gathered in a group, he should throw stones into their midst
from a distance, which would cause them to fight amongst them-
selves, and he should then kill them. On hearing Medea’s advice,
Jason rubbed himself with the potion and made his way to the
temple grove to search for the bulls; and although they charged
him breathing flame, he put them under the yoke.* And then,
after he had sowed the dragon’s teeth, armed men sprang up from
the ground. Where he saw a number of them together, he hurled
stones at them, without revealing his presence; and as they were
fighting amongst themselves, he went forward and killed them.

Although the bulls had been yoked, Aietes refused to sur-
render the fleece; and he wanted to set fire to the Argo and kill
its crew. Before he could put his plan into effect, Medea
guided Jason to the fleece by night and used her drugs to send
the guardian dragon to sleep, and then, carrying the fleece with
her, made her way back to the Argo with Jason. She was accom-
panied by her brother Apsyrtos too. And during the night, the
Argonauts put out to sea with them.

The murder of Apsyrtos and journey to Circe

24 When Aietes discovered what Medea had dared to do, he
set out in pursuit of the ship. But when Medea saw him draw-
ing close, she murdered her brother,* cut him up, and threw
the pieces into the sea; and as Aietes delayed to gather up the
limbs of his child, he fell behind in the chase. So he turned
his ship around, and buried what he had saved of his son’s
remains, naming the burial place 7omoi.* But he sent many of
the Colchians in search of the Argo, threatening that if they
failed to recover Medea, they themselves would undergo the
punishment intended for her. So they separated and carried
the search to many different areas.

The Argonauts had already passed the River Eridanos when
Zeus, angered by the murder of Apsyrtos, sent a violent storm
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against them and drove them off course. And as they were sail-
ing past the Apsyrtides Islands, the ship spoke out, saying that
the anger of Zeus would not come to an end unless they trav-
elled to Ausonia to be purified by Circe for the murder of
Apsyrtos. So they sailed past the Ligurian and Celtic peoples,*
crossed the Sardinian Sea, skirted Tyrrhenia, and arrived at
Aiaie,* where they approached Circe as suppliants and were
purified.

To the land of the Phacacians

25 As they were sailing past the Sirens, Orpheus sang a song
to counter their own,* thus holding the Argonauts back.
Boutes alone tried to swim off towards them; but Aphrodite
carried him off and settled him at Lilybacum.

After the Sirens, Charybdis and Scylla awaited the ship, and
then the Wandering Rocks, over which quantities of flame and
smoke were seen to rise. But Thetis guided the ship through
with the help of the Nereids, in response to a summons from
Hera.

After skirting the island of Thrinacia, which held the
cattle of the Sun, they came to the island of the Phaeacians,*
Corcyra, which was ruled by Alcinoos. Now the Colchians had
been unable to find the ship, and some of them went to settle
in the Ceraunian mountains, while others travelled to Illyria
and colonized the Apsyrtides islands. But some of them came
to Phaeacia, and finding the Argo there, they asked Alcinoos
to surrender Medea to them. He replied that if she had already
slept with Jason, he would leave her with him, but if she were
still a virgin, he would send her back to her father. But Arete,
the wife of Alcinoos, took the initiative by marrying Medea to
Jason; so the Colchians settled amongst the Phaeacians, and
the Argonauts set out to sea with Medea.

Anaphe; Talos in Crete

26 As they were sailing along by night, they met with a vio-
lent storm;* but Apollo, taking position on the summit of the
Melantian Rocks, shot an arrow into the sea, causing a flash
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of lightning. They then beheld an island close at hand, where
they cast anchor, naming it Anaphe* because it had appeared
to them against all expectation. They raised an altar there to
Radiant Apollo, and when they had sacrificed, they settled down
to feast. Now Medea had received as a gift from Arete twelve
servant girls, who aimed playful jokes at the heroes; and that
is why it 1s the custom even to this day for the women to make
jokes* at the sacrifice.

After setting sail from Anaphe, they were prevented from
coming ashore at Crete by Talos. It is said by some that he
belonged to the race of bronze, while according to others, he had
been given to Minos by Hephaistos; he was a man of bronze,*
or, according to some accounts, a bull.* He had a single vein*
which ran from his neck to his ankles, with a bronze nail
driven into its end. Talos kept watch by running round the
island three times a day, and so on this occasion too, when he
saw the Argo approaching, he pelted it with stones. But Medea
tricked him and caused his death. According to some, she drove
him mad with her drugs, while according to others, she pro-
mised to make him immortal and pulled out the nail, causing
him to die when all the ichor flowed away.* And there are
some who say that Poias killed him, by shooting an arrow into
his ankle.

The return to lolcos and murder of Pelias

After remaining in Crete for a single night, they made Aegina
their next port of call, to replenish their water; and a compe-
tition developed* between them as they fetched the water. From
there they sailed between Euboea and Locris to arrive at
Iolcos, completing the entire voyage in four months.

27 Pelias had abandoned any expectation of the Argonauts’
return and wanted to put Aison to death.* Aison asked, how-
ever, that he should be allowed to take his own life, and while
he was offering a sacrifice, he drank the bull’s blood* without
fear, and died. Jason’s mother cursed Pelias and hanged her-
self, leaving an infant son, Promachos; but Pelias killed even
the son whom she had left behind. When Jason arrived back,
he delivered the fleece, and desiring vengeance for the wrongs

56




FJason and the Argonauts 1.9

that he had suffered, he waited for a suitable occasion. For the
present, he sailed to the Isthmus with the other heroes and
dedicated the ship to Poseidon; but afterwards, he urged Medea
to find a way to punish Pelias. So she went to the palace of
Pelias and persuaded his daughters to chop their father into
small pieces and boil him, promising to restore his youth with
her drugs; and to gain their confidence, she cut up a ram and
changed it into a lamb by boiling it. After that, they believed
her, and chopped their father to pieces and boiled him.*
Acastos buried his father with the help of the inhabitants of
Iolcos, and banished Jason and Medea from the country.

The later history of Medea

28 They went to Corinth, where they lived happily for ten
years, until Creon,* the king of Corinth, offered his daughter,
Glauce, to Jason, who then put Medea aside and married her.
So Medea, calling as her witnesses the gods whom Jason had
sworn by, and after many a reproach to Jason for his ingrati-
tude, sent his bride a robe steeped in poison. When Glauce
put it on she was consumed by a raging fire,* as was her father
when he tried to save her. And then, after killing Mermeros
and Pheres, her children by Jason, Medea received from the
Sun a chariot* drawn by winged dragons, and fled on it to
Athens. According to another account, when Medea was flee-
ing, she abandoned her children, who were still very young,
by seating them as suppliants on the altar of Hera Acraia; but
the Corinthians forced them away* from the altar and inflicted
fatal injuries on them.

So Medea went to Athens, where she married Aigeus,* and
bore him a son, Medos.* Afterwards, however, when she tried
to plot against Theseus, she was driven from Athens and went
into exile with her son. Medos conquered many of the bar-
barians, and gave the name Media to the whole territory under
his control. He died during an expedition against the Indians.
Medea returned to Colchis without being recognized, and
finding that Aietes had been deprived of his kingdom by his
brother Perses, she killed Perses* and restored the throne to
her father.
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4. Early Argive mythology (the Inachids, Belid line)

The early descendants of Inachos

1 1 Now that we have given a full account of the family of
Deucalion, let us proceed to that of Inachos.

Oceanos and Tethys had a son, Inachos,* after whom the
River Inachos in Argos is named. To Inachos and Melia, daugh-
ter of Oceanos, two sons were born, Phoroneus and Aigialeus.*
Aigialeus died without offspring, and the whole country was
called Aigialeia; and Phoroneus, who reigned over the whole
of what would later be called the Peloponnese, fathered Apis
and Niobe by a nymph, Teledice.

Apis turned his power into a tyranny; a brutal tyrant, he
named the Peloponnese Apia after himself, and died childless
as the result of a plot by Thelxion and Telchis. He was reck-
oned to be a god and was called Sarapis.* Niobe, for her part,
had a son, Argos, by Zeus (she was the first mortal woman
with whom he had intercourse), and according to Acousilaos,
she had another son, Pelasgos,* and the inhabitants of the
Peloponnese were called the Pelasgians® after him. Accord-
ing to Hesiod, however, Pelasgos was born from the earth; 2
but we will return to him later. Argos took over the kingdom,
calling the Peloponnese Argos* after himself; and marrying
Evadne, daughter of Strymon and Neaira, he had four sons,
Ecbasos, Peiras, Epidauros, and Criasos, who succeeded to the
kingdom in his turn.

Ecbasos had a son, Agenor, and Agenor had a son, Argos,
the one who is known as Panoptes [or the All-Seeing]. He had
eyes all over his body,* and being endowed with exceptional
strength, he killed the bull that was bringing ruin to Arcadia
and clothed himself in its hide; and when a Satyr ill-treated
the Arcadians and robbed them of their cattle, he confronted
him and put him to death. And they say of Echidna* too, the
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daughter of Tartaros and Ge who used to snatch away passers-
by, that Argos watched out until she was asleep and then killed
her. He also avenged the death of Apis by killing those who
were responsible.

The wanderings of lo, and division of the Inachid line

3 Argos and Ismene, daughter of Asopos, had a son, Iasos, who
is said to have been the father of To. But Castor, the author of
the Chronicles, and many of the tragic poets claim that lo was
a daughter of Inachos; while Hesiod and Acousilaos say that
she was a daughter of Peiren.* Zeus seduced Io* while she
held the priesthood of Hera, but when Hera found him out,
he transformed the girl with a touch into a white cow and swore
that he had never made love with her; and for that reason,
according to Hesiod, oaths made for love attract no anger from
the gods. But Hera asked Zeus for the cow, and placed it under
the guard of Argos the All-Seeing. (Pherecydes says that this
Argos was a son of Arestor, Asclepiades that he was a son of
Inachos, and Cercops that he was a son of Argos and Ismene,
daughter of Asopos, while according to Acousilaos, he was
born from the earth.) Hera tethered the cow to the olive tree
which lay in the sacred grove of the Mycenaeans. Zeus or-
dered Hermes to steal the cow, but the plan was betrayed by
Hierax,* and since Hermes was now unable to steal the cow
without being seen, he killed Argos by throwing a stone at him;
and that is how he came to be called Argeiphontes.* Hera sent
a gadfly after the cow; the animal went first to the Jonian Gulf*
which bears that name because of her, and then, after travel-
ling through Illyria and over Mount Haimos, she crossed what
was then called the Thracian Sound but is now called the
Bosporos* because of her. From there she went to Scythia and
the land of the Cimmerians, wandering a great distance over-
land and swimming a great distance through the sea, in Europe
and Asia alike, until she finally arrived in Egypt, where she re-
covered her original form, and gave birth to a son, Epaphos,
by the banks of the River Nile. Hera.asked the Curetes to steal
the child away, and they did so. When Zeus learned of it, he
killed the Curetes, and lo, for her part, went in search of her
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child. She wandered through the whole of Syria (for it had
been revealed to her that the wife of the king of Byblos was
nursing her son there), and when she had discovered Epaphos,*
she returned to Egypt and married Telegonos, who was king
of the Egyptians at the time. She erected a statue of Demeter,
whom the Egyptians called Isis; and they gave this name, Isis,
to Jo likewise.

4 When Epaphos became king of the Egyptians, he married
Memphis, daughter of the Nile, founded the city of Memphis
in her name, and fathered a daughter, Libya, after whom the
land of Libya was named. By Poseidon, Libya had twin sons,
Agenor and Belos. Agenor departed to Phoenicia, where he
became king and the founder of a great line, and for that rea-
son, we shall reserve our treatment of him until later.* But
Belos* remained in Egypt, where he became king, and mar-
ried Anchinoe, daughter of the Nile, who bore him twin sons,
Aigyptos and Danaos (and according to Euripides, Cepheus
and Phineus in addition).

Aigyptos, Danaos, and the Danaids

Belos established Danaos in Libya and Aigyptos in Arabia; but
Aigyptos conquered the land of the Melampodes* too, and
named it Egypt after himself. Both had children by many dif-
ferent women, Aigyptos fifty sons and Danaos fifty daughters.
Later, they quarrelled over the throne, and Danaos, fearing the
sons of Aigyptos, constructed a ship on the advice of Athene—
he was the first man to do so*—and putting his daughters on
board, he fled the country.

Calling in at Rhodes, he set up the statue of Lindian
Athene; and from there he went to Argos, where Gelanor, who
was king at the time, surrendered the throne to him.* [After
he had taken control of the country, Danaos named its inhab-
itants the Danaans after himself.*] There was no water in the
land, because Poseidon had caused even the springs to run dry
in his anger against Inachos for having testified that the land
belonged to Hera;* so Danaos sent his daughters in search of
water. Now one of them, Amymone, during her search, threw
a javelin at a deer and hit a sleeping Satyr, who leapt up and
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was eager to make love with her; but when Poseidon appeared,
the Satyr fled, and Amymone slept with Poseidon, who then
revealed the springs of Lerna* to her.

5 The sons of Aigyptos came to Argos, and they invited
Danaos to call an end to his hostility and asked to marry his
daughters. Although Danaos distrusted their protestations and
bore them a grudge because of his exile, he agreed to the mar-
riages and apportioned the girls by lot. Hypermnestra, the eldest,
was selected to be the wife of Lynceus, and Gorgophone to be
the wife of Proteus; for Lynceus and Proteus were borne to
Aigyptos by a woman of royal blood, Argyphie. Of those who
remained, Bousiris, Encelados, Lycos, and Daiphron obtained
in the lot the daughters who were borne to Danaos by Europe,
namely, Automate, Amymone, Agave, and Scaie. These were
borne to Danaos by a woman of royal blood; Gorgophone and
Hypermnestra, for their part, were borne to him by Elephantis.
Istros obtained Hippodameia in the lot; Chalcodon, Rhodia;
Agenor, Cleopatra; Chaitos, Asteria; Diocorystes, [Phylodameia];
Alces, Glauce; Alcmenor, Hippomedousa; Hippothoos, Gorge;
Euchenor, Iphimedousa; and Hippolytos, Rhode. These ten
sons were borne by an Arabian woman, and the daughters by
hamadryad nymphs, some being daughters of Atlanteia, others
of Phoebe. Agaptolemos obtained Peirene in the lot; Cercetes,
Dorion; Eurydamas, Phartis; Aigios, Mnestra; Argios, Evippe;
Archelaos, Anaxibia; and Menemachos, Nelo. These seven
sons were borne by a Phoenician woman, and the daughters
by an Ethiopian woman. The sons borne by Tyria obtained
the daughters of Memphis as their wives, not through the lot,
but because of the similarity of their names, Cleitos obtain-
ing Cleite; Sthenelos, Sthenele; and Chrysippos, Chrysippe.
The twelve sons of Aigyptos by the naiad nymph Caliadne cast
lots for the daughters of Danaos by the naiad nymph Polyxo.
The sons were Eurylochos, Phantes, Peristhenes, Hermos,
Dryas, Potamon, Cisseus, Lixos, Imbros, Bromios, Polyctor,
and Cthonios; the daughters were Autonoe, Theano, Elec-
tra, Cleopatra, Eurydice, Glaucippe, Antheleia, Cleodore, Evippe,
Erato, Stygne, and Bryce. The sons of Aigyptos by Gorgo cast
lots for the daughters of Danaos by Pieria. Periphas obtained
Actaie; Oineus, Podarce; Aigyptos, Dioxippe; Menalces, Adite;

61



.2 The Library

Lampos, Ocypete; and Idmon, Pylarge. To proceed to the
youngest sons, Idas obtained Hippodice, and Daiphron Adiante
(the mother of these two girls was Herse); Pandion obtained
Callidice; Arbelos, Oime; Hyperbios, Celaino; and Hippocorystes,
Hyperippe: these were sons of Hephaistine and daughters of
Crino respectively.

When they had obtained their brides in the lot and the mar-
riage feast had been celebrated, Danaos handed daggers to his
daughters, and they killed their bridegrooms as they slept, ex-
cept for Hypermnestra, who spared Lynceus* because he had
allowed her to preserve her virginity. Danaos imprisoned her
for this, and kept her under guard. The rest of his daughters
buried the heads of their bridegrooms at Lerna and held fu-
nerals for their bodies in front of the city; and they were puri-
fied* by Athene and Hermes on the orders of Zeus. Danaos
later reunited Hypermnestra to Lynceus, and gave his other
daughters in marriage to the victors at an athletic contest.*

Amymone bore a son, Nauplios, to Poseidon. This Nauplios
lived to a great age, sailing the seas, and using beacon fires to
draw those who came across him to their death. And it turned
out that he himself met his death in that very manner.* Before
his death, he married Clymene, daughter of Catreus (accord-
ing to the tragic poets, but according to the author of the Returns,
Philyra, or according to Cercops, Hesione), and had three sons
by her, Palamedes, Oiax, and Nausimedon.

Proitos and Acrisios divide the Argolid

I Lynceus became king of Argos after Danaos, and had a son,
Abas, by Hypermnestra; and Abas had twin sons, Acrisios and
Proitos, by Aglaia, daughter of Mantineus. The twins quar-
relled with one another even while they were still in the womb,
and when they grew up, they went to war over the kingdom.
(It was during this war that they became the first inventors of
shields.) Acrisios gained the upper hand and drove Proitos from
Argos. Arriving in Lycia at the court of Iobates, or according
to some, of Amphianax, Proitos married the king’s daughter,
whom Homer calls Anteia,* and the tragic poets, Stheneboia.
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His father-in-law, with a Lycian army, restored Proitos to his
own land, and he took possession of Tiryns, which was for-
tified for him by the Cyclopes.* The brothers divided the whole
of the Argolid between them, and made it their home, Acrisios
ruling in Argos, and Proitos in Tiryns.

Bias, Melampous, and the daughters of Proitos

2 By Eurydice, daughter of Lacedaimon, Acrisios had a daugh-
ter, Danae, and Proitos had three daughters, Lysippe, Iphinoe,
and Iphianassa, by Stheneboia. When the daughters of Proitos
were fully grown, they went mad, because, according to Hesiod,
they refused to accept the rites of Dionysos, or, according to
Acousilaos, because they had disparaged the wooden image of
Hera.* In their madness, they wandered through the whole of
the Argolid, and then, after passing through Arcadia and the
Peloponnese, rushed through the desert in a state of complete
abandon. Melampous, the son of Amythaon and Eidomene,
daughter of Abas, who was a diviner and the first man to dis-
cover that illnesses could be cured by drugs and purifications,
promised to cure the girls if he was given a third of the king-
dom in return. When Proitos refused to hand them over for
treatment at such a high price, not only did the girls’ madness
grow worse, but the other women* went mad also; for they
too deserted their houses, destroyed their own children, and
wandered into the wilderness. The calamity had developed to
such an extreme that Proitos now offered to pay the demanded
fee; but Melampous would promise to undertake the cure only
if his brother Bias received a share of the land equal to his
own. Fearing that if the cure were delayed, a still greater fee
would be demanded of him, Proitos agreed to the cure on these
terms.* So Melampous took the most vigorous of the young
men, and with loud cries and ecstatic dancing, they chased the
women out of the mountains and into Sicyon. During the pur-
suit, the eldest of Proitos’ daughters, Iphinoe, met her death;
but the other two were duly purified, and recovered their rea-
son. Proitos gave his daughters in marriage to Melampous and
Bias, and later became the father of a son, Megapenthes.
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Excursus: the story of Bellerophon

I Bellerophon, the son of Glaucos and grandson of Sisyphos,
had accidentally killed his brother* Deliades (or according to
some, Peiren, or according to others, Alcimenes) and came to
Proitos to be purified.* Stheneboia fell in love with him,* and
sent word to him proposing an assignation; but when he
refused, she told Proitos that Bellerophon had been sending
her messages in the hope of seducing her. Proitos believed her,
and gave Bellerophon a letter to deliver to Iobates,* which con-
tained a message that he should put Bellerophon to death; so
when Iobates had read it, he told him to kill the Chimaera,
believing that he would be destroyed by the monster. For it
was no easy prey for a multitude of men, let alone for one,
seeing that it was a single creature which yet had the power
of three, having the foreparts of a lion, the tail of a dragon,
and a third head in the middle*—a goat’s head, through which
it breathed fire. The beast was devastating the land and des-
troying the cattle. It is said, furthermore, that this Chimaera
was reared by Amisodaros,* as Homer has stated also, and was
the offspring of Typhon and Echidna, as Hesiod records.*
2 So Bellerophon climbed on to his winged horse, Pegasos,* the
offspring of Medusa and Poseidon, and soaring high into the
air, killed the Chimaera by shooting arrows at it from above.
After his battle with the Chimaera, Iobates told him to fight
against the Solymoi,* and when he had fulfilled that task also,
ordered him to attack the Amazons. When he had killed these
also, Iobates picked out the Lycians who were thought to excel
at the time in youthful vigour,* and told them to mount an
ambush and kill him. But when Bellerophon had killed all of
these in addition, Iobates, marvelling at his strength, showed
him the letter and urged him to remain at his court; and he
gave him his daughter, Philonoe, in marriage, and left him the
kingdom when he died.

Danae and the birth of Perseus

! When Acrisios consulted the oracle about the birth of male
children, the god replied that his daughter would give birth to
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a son who would kill him. For fear of this, Acrisios built a
bronze chamber beneath the ground and kept Danae guarded
within it. She was seduced none the less, some say by Proitos*
(so giving rise to the quarrel between the brothers), while accord-
ing to others, Zeus had intercourse with her by transforming
himself into a shower of gold and pouring through the roof
into Danae’s lap. Later, when Acrisios learned* that a child,
Perseus, had been born to her, he refused to believe that she
had been seduced by Zeus, and put his daughter into a chest
along with her child, and threw it into the sea. The chest was

cast ashore at Seriphos, where Dictys recovered it, and raised
the child.

Perseus fetches the Gorgon’s head

2 Polydectes, the brother of Dictys,* who was king of Seriphos
at the time, fell in love with Danae; and when he was unable
to achieve his desire now that Perseus was a grown man, he sum-
moned his friends together, with Perseus amongst them, and
claimed that he was gathering contributions for a marriage-
offering® to enable him to marry Hippodameia, the daughter
of Oinomaos. When Perseus declared that he would not deny
him even the Gorgon’s head, Polydectes demanded horses
from all the others, but did not take the horses of Perseus*®
and ordered him to fetch the Gorgon’s head.

Guided by Hermes and Athene, he went to see the daugh-
ters of Phorcos:* Enyo, Pephredo, and Deino. Daughters of
Phorcos by Ceto, they were sisters of the Gorgons, and had
been old women from the time of their birth. The three of
them had only a single eye and a single tooth, which they
exchanged in turn between themselves. Perseus gained pos-
session of the eye and tooth, and when they asked him to give
them back, he said that he would surrender them if they
showed him the way to the nymphs. These nymphs had in
their possession some winged sandals,* and the kibisis, which
is said to have been a kind of wallet.t They also had the cap
[of Hades*]. When the daughters of Phorcos had told him the
way, he returned the eye and tooth to them, and visited the
nymphs and obtained what he desired. He slung the kbisis
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around his neck, tied the sandals to his ankles, and placed the
cap on his head; as long as he wore it, he could see whom-
ever he wished while remaining invisible to others. After he
had received in addition an adamantine sickle from Hermes,
he flew to the Ocean, and when he arrived there, he caught
the Gorgons asleep.

Their names were Stheno, Euryale, and Medusa. Only
Medusa was mortal, and for that reason it was her head that
Perseus was sent to fetch. The Gorgons had heads with scaly
serpents coiled around them, and large tusks like those of swine,
and hands of bronze, and wings of gold which gave them the
power of flight; and they turned all who beheld them to stone.
So Perseus stood over them as they slept, and while Athene
guided his hand, he turned aside, and looking into a bronze
shield in which he could see the reflection of the Gorgon,
he cut off her head. As her head was severed, Pegasos, the
winged horse, and Chrysaor, the father of Geryon, sprang from
the Gorgon’s body. (She had conceived them previously by
Poseidon.*) 3 So Perseus placed Medusa’s head in the wallet,
and as he was making his way back, the Gorgons started from
their sleep and tried to pursue him, but they were unable to
see him because of the cap, which hid him from their view.

Perseus and Andromeda

Arriving in Ethiopia, which was ruled by Cepheus, he found
the king’s daughter Andromeda exposed as prey to a sea mon-
ster; for Cassiepeia,* the wife of Cepheus, had claimed to rival
the Nereids in beauty, boasting that she surpassed them all.
The Nereids were enraged by this, and Poseidon, who shared
their anger, sent a sea-flood and a monster against the land.
Now Ammon* had prophesied deliverance from this calamity
if Cepheus’ daughter Andromeda were offered as prey to the
monster, and compelled by the Ethiopians, Cepheus had done
so and tied his daughter to a rock. As soon as Perseus saw her,
he fell in love, and promised Cepheus that he would destroy
the monster if he would give him the rescued girl as a wife.
When oaths had been sworn to this effect, Perseus confronted
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the monster and killed it, and set Andromeda free. Phineus,
however, who was a brother of Cepheus and had been pro-
mised Andromeda beforehand, plotted against Perseus; but when
Perseus learned of the conspiracy, he showed the Gorgon to
Phineus and his fellow plotters, turning them to stone on the
spot.

The later history of Perseus

When he arrived back at Seriphos, he found that his mother
and Dictys had sought refuge at the altars to escape the vio-
lence of Polydectes. So he went into the palace, where Poly-
dectes had assembled his friends, and turning his head aside,
he displayed the Gorgon’s head. All who beheld it were turned
to stone, each in the position he happened to have assumed
at the time. And then, after making Dictys king of Seriphos,
he restored the sandals, wallet, and cap to Hermes, and gave
the Gorgon’s head to Athene. Hermes returned the aforesaid
objects to the nymphs and Athene fixed the Gorgon’s head to
the centre of her shield. But there are some who say that Medusa
lost her head because of Athene—for they say that the Gorgon
had claimed to rival the goddess in beauty.*

4 Perseus, accompanied by Danae and Andromeda, hurried
off to Argos to see Acrisios. But when Acrisios learned of this,
he feared what the oracle had predicted,* and left Argos and
travelled to the land of the Pelasgians. Now Teutamides, king
of Larissa,* was holding an athletic contest in honour of his
dead father, and Perseus came to take part. While competing
in the pentathlon, he threw his discus and struck Acrisios
on the foot, killing him* instantly. Realizing that the oracle
had been fulfilled, he buried Acrisios outside the city, and
then, because he was ashamed to go to Argos to claim the in-
heritance of one who had died at his own hand, he went to
Megapenthes, son of Proitos, and arranged an exchange of
kingdoms with him, placing Argos in his hands. So in this
way Megapenthes became king of the Argives, and Perseus
king of Tiryns; and Perseus fortified Midea and Mycenae*
in addition.
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The immediate descendants of Perseus

5 By Andromeda, Perseus had the following sons, first, before
their arrival in Greece, Perses, whom he left behind with
Cepheus (and from whom, they say, the kings of Persia are
descended), and later, in Mycenae, Alcaios, Sthenelos, Heleios,
Mestor, and Electryon; he also had a daughter, Gorgophone,
who became the wife of Perieres.

Alcaios had a son, Amphitryon, and a daughter, Anaxo,
by Astydameia, daughter of Pelops (or according to some, by
Laonome, daughter of Gouneus, or according to others, by Hip-
ponome, daughter of Menoiceus); and Mestor and Lysidice,
daughter of Pelops, had a daughter, Hippothoe. Hippothoe
was carried off by Poseidon, who took her to the Echinadian
Islands, where he had intercourse with her, fathering Taphios,
who colonized Taphos and called his people the Teleboans be-
cause he had gone far* from the land of his birth. To Taphios
a son, Pterelaos, was born, whom Poseidon made immortal by
planting a golden hair in his head; and Pterelaos had six sons,
Chromios, Tyrannos, Antiochos, Chersidamas, Mestor, and
Everes.

Electryon married Anaxo, the daughter of Alcaios, and
fathered a daughter, Alcmene, and nine sons, [Stratobates,]
Gorgophonos, Phylonomos, Celaineus, Amphimachos, Lysino-
mos, Cheirimachos, Anactor, and Archelaos; and after these,
he also had an illegitimate son, Licymnios, by a Phrygian
woman, Mideia.

Sthenelos had Alcyone and Medusa, by Nicippe, daughter
of Pelops, and afterwards he had a son, Eurystheus, who also
ruled in Mycenae. For when Heracles was due to be born, Zeus
declared before the gods that the descendant of Perseus who
was then about to be born* would become king of Mycenae,
and Hera, out of jealousy, persuaded the Eileithuiai* to delay
Alcmene’s delivery, and arranged that Eurystheus, the son of
Sthenelos, should be born at seven months:

The exile of Amphitryon

6 While Electryon was ruling at Mycenae, the sons of Pterelaos
came there with Taphios and claimed back the kingdom of [their
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maternal grandfather]* Mestor; and when Electryon disre-
garded their claim, they drove his cattle away. The sons of
Electryon tried to rescue them, and they challenged and killed
one another. Of the sons of Electryon, only Licymnios sur-
vived, because he was still a child, and of the sons of Pterelaos
only Everes, who was guarding the ships. Those of the Taph-
ians who escaped sailed away taking the stolen cattle, which
they left in the care of Polyxenos, king of the Eleans; but
Amphitryon ransomed them from Polyxenos and brought
them back to Mycenae. Wanting to avenge the death of his
sons, Electryon planned an expedition against the Teleboans.
He entrusted the kingdom to Amphitryon, together with his
daughter Alcmene, making him swear an oath that he would
respect her virginity until his return. As he was receiving
his cows back, however, one of them rushed forward, and
Amphitryon let fly at her with the club that he had in his hands,
but it rebounded from her horns to hit Electryon on the head,
striking him dead.* Sthenelos grasped this as a pretext to ban-
ish Amphitryon from the whole of Argos and seize power for
himself in Mycenae and Tiryns; as for Midea, he summoned
Atreus and Thyestes, the sons of Pelops, and entrusted the
city to them.

5. Heracles, and the Heraclids

Amphitryon in Thebes, and the war against the Teleboans

Amphitryon went to Thebes with Alcmene and Licymnios and
was purified by Creon, and he gave his sister, Perimede, to
Licymnios as a wife. And since Alcmene said that she would
marry him* when he had avenged the death of her brothers,
he promised to do so, and, inviting Creon’s assistance, he pre-
pared to march against the Teleboans. Creon said that he would
join the expedition if Amphitryon would first rid the Cadmeia
of the vixen* (for the Cadmeia was being devastated by a sav-
age vixen). But even if somebody engaged to do so, it was fated
that nobody could catch her. 7 Such harm was being caused
to the country that each month the Thebans exposed a son of
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one of their citizens to her, for she would otherwise have
carried off a great number of them. So Amphitryon visited
Cephalos, son of Deioneus,* in Athens, and in return for a
share of the plunder from the Teleboans, he persuaded him
to bring to the hunt the dog* that Procris had been given by
Minos and brought over from Crete; for it was fated that this
dog would catch whatever it chased. So it came about that as
the vixen was being pursued by the dog, Zeus turned both of
them to stone.*

With the help of his allies, Cephalos from Thoricos in
Attica, Panopeus from Phocis, Heleios, son of Perseus, from
Helos in the Argolid, and Creon from Thebes, Amphitryon
sacked the islands of the Teleboans. Now as long as Pterelaos
was still alive, Amphitryon was unable to capture Taphos; but
when Comaitho, the daughter of Pterelaos, who had fallen
in love with Amphitryon, plucked the golden hair from her
father’s head, he died, and Amphitryon gained control of all the
islands. He then put Comaitho to death* and sailed to Thebes
with the plunder, giving the islands to Heleios and Cephalos,
who founded cities that bear their name and settled in them.

The birth and early life of Heracles

8 Before Amphitryon arrived back in Thebes, Zeus came to
the city by night, and tripling the length of that single night,
he assumed the likeness of Amphitryon and went to bed with
Alcmene, telling her all that had happened in the war with the
Teleboans. When Amphitryon arrived and saw that his wife
was welcoming him with no great ardour, he asked her the rea-
son; and when she replied that he had come the previous night
and slept with her, he found out from Teiresias about her inter-
course with Zeus.

Alcmene gave birth to two sons, Heracles,* who was the son
of Zeus and the elder by a night, and Iphicles, whom she bore
to Amphitryon.

When Heracles was eight months old, Hera, wanting to
destroy the child, sent two huge serpents to his bed. Alcmene
cried out for Amphitryon, but Heracles leapt up and killed the
serpents* by strangling them, one in each hand. According to

70




Heracles 1.4

Pherecydes, however, it was Amphitryon who placed the ser-
pents in the bed, because he wanted to find out which of the
children was his own; and seeing that Iphicles fled while Heracles
stood his ground, he realized that Iphicles was his child.

9 Heracles was taught chariot-driving by Amphitryon, wrest-
ling by Autolycos, archery by Eurytos, fencing by Castor, and
lyre-playing by Linos. This Linos was a brother of Orpheus, who
had arrived in Thebes and become a Theban citizen, but was
killed by Heracles with a blow from his lyre (for Linos had
struck him,* and Heracles lost his temper and killed him). When
a charge of murder was brought against Heracles, he cited a
law of Rhadamanthys* saying that if a person defends himself
against another who has initiated the violence, he should suf-
fer no penalty. So Heracles was acquitted. And Amphitryon,
fearing that he might do something similar again, sent him to
his herds; and there he grew up, surpassing all others in size
and strength. The mere sight of him was enough to show that
he was a son of Zeus: for his body measured four cubits, a
fiery gleam shone from his eyes, and he never missed his mark
with his arrows or javelins.

While he was still with the herds, and was now eighteen, he
killed the lion of Cithairon, a beast that used to make incur-
sions from Cithairon to destroy the cattle of Amphitryon and
Thespios. 10 This last was king of Thespiae, and Heracles vis-
ited him when he wanted to kill the lion. He was entertained
by him for fifty days, and each night after Heracles went out
to the hunt, Thespios arranged that one of his daughters
should go to bed with him. For he had fifty of them, borne to
him by Megamede, daughter of Arneos, and he was eager that
they should all conceive children by Heracles.* And Heracles,
in the belief that he was always sleeping with the same woman,
had intercourse with all of them. When he had overcome the
lion, he dressed in its skin,* and used its gaping mouth as a
helmet.

Heracles and the Minyans; his first marriage, and madness

11 As he was returning from the hunt, he was met by some
heralds who had been sent by Erginos to collect the tribute
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from the Thebans. The Thebans were paying this tribute
to Erginos for the following reason. Clymenos, king of the
Minyans,* had been wounded in the sanctuary of Poseidon at
Onchestos when he was struck by a stone thrown by a chari-
oteer of Menoiceus,* a man called Perieres; and Clymenos was
carried back to Orchomenos half-dead, and as he was dying,
he ordered his son, Erginos, to avenge his death. So Erginos
mounted an expedition against Thebes, killed no small num-
ber of the Thebans, and concluded a treaty with them, sealed
by oaths, that they should send tribute to him of a hundred
cattle each year for twenty years. When Heracles met with
the heralds who were travelling to Thebes for the tribute, he
subjected them to a shameful mutilation; for he cut off their
ears, noses, and hands, and tying these to their necks with
cords, he told them to take that as tribute to Erginos and the
Minyans. Outraged by this action, Erginos marched against
Thebes. Heracles, who had received arms from Athene, took
command of the Thebans, killed Erginos, and put the Minyans
to flight; and he forced them to pay tribute to the Thebans at
twice the aforementioned rate.

It happened that during the battle, Amphitryon, fighting with
courage, met his death. As a prize of valour, Heracles received
from Creon his eldest daughter, Megara, who bore him three
sons, Therimachos, Creantiades, and Deicoon. And Creon
gave his younger daughter to Iphicles, who already had a son,
Iolaos, by Automedousa, daughter of Alcathous. And Rhada-
manthys, son of Zeus, married Alcmene after the death of
Ampbhitryon, and settled as an exile at Ocaleai in Boeotia.

Heracles, who had been taught archery earlier by [Eurytos],*
received a sword from Hermes, a bow and arrows from Apollo,
a golden breastplate from Hephaistos, and a robe from Athene;
and he cut a club for himself at Nemea.

12 After his battle with the Minyans, it came about that
Heracles was struck by madness through the jealousy of Hera,
and threw his own children, who had been borne to him by
Megara, into the fire, together with two of Iphicles’ children.
Condemning himself to exile on this account, he was purified
by Thespios and went to Delphi to ask the god where he should
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settle. It was on this occasion that the Pythia* called him Heracles
for the first time (for until then he had been called Alceides).
She told him to settle in Tiryns while he served Eurystheus
for twelve years, and to accomplish the [ten] labours* that would
be imposed on him; and then, she said, after the labours had
been accomplished, he would come to be immortal.*

First labour: the Nemean lion

1 On hearing this, Heracles went to Tiryns and fulfilled what
Eurystheus demanded of him. Eurystheus began by ordering
him to fetch the skin of the Nemean lion; this was an in-
vulnerable beast fathered by Typhon.* As he was travelling to
confront the lion, Heracles arrived at Cleonai and stayed with
a labourer called Molorchos; and when Molorchos wanted to
offer a victim in sacrifice, Heracles told him to wait for thirty
days, and then, if he had returned safely from the hunt, to
offer a sacrifice to Zeus the Saviour, but if he had died, to
offer it to himself as a hero.* On reaching Nemea, he sought
out the lion, and began by shooting arrows at it, but when he
discovered that the beast was invulnerable, he raised his club
and chased after it. When the lion took refuge in a cave which
had two entrances, Heracles walled up one of them and went
in through the other to attack the beast; and throwing his
arm round its neck, he held it in a stranglehold until he had
throttled it. And hoisting it on to his shoulders, he carried it
back to Cleonai. Coming upon Molorchos on the last of the
thirty days as he was about to sacrifice to him as a dead hero,
Heracles sacrificed to Zeus the Saviour instead, and proceeded
to Mycenae with the lion. Astounded by his bravery, Eurys-
theus refused him entry to the city from that day forth, and
told him to exhibit his trophies in front of the gates. They say,
furthermore, that in his alarm he had a bronze jar made for
himself to hide in beneath the ground, and that he conveyed
his commands for the labours through a herald, Copreus,* a
son of Pelops the Elean. (Copreus had feld to Mycenae because
he had killed Iphitos, and had settled there after he had been
purified by Eurystheus.)
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Second labour: the Lernaean hydra

2 As a second labour, Eurystheus ordered Heracles to kill the
Lernaean hydra;* this creature had grown up in the swamp of
Lerna, and used to make incursions into the plain and destroy
the cattle and the countryside. The hydra had a body of enor-
mous size, and nine heads,* of which eight were mortal, but
the one in the centre immortal. So climbing on to a chariot
driven by Iolaos, Heracles made his way to Lerna, and halt-
ing his horses there, he discovered the hydra on a hill by the
springs of Amymone,* where it had its lair. By hurling flaming
brands at it, he forced it to emerge, and as it came out, he
seized it and grasped it firmly. But it twined itself round one
of his legs, and clung to him. By striking the hydra’s heads off
with his club Heracles achieved nothing, for as soon as one
was struck off, two grew up in its place; and a huge crab came
to its assistance by biting Heracles on the foot. So he killed
the crab, and summoned assistance on his own account by call-
ing lolaos,* who set fire to part of the neighbouring forest, and
using brands from it, burned out the roots of the hydra’s heads
to prevent them from regrowing. And when, by this means,
he had prevailed over the regenerating heads, he cut off the
immortal head, buried it, and placed a heavy rock over it by
the road that leads through Lerna to Elaious. As for the body
of the hydra, he slit it open and dipped his arrows into its gall.
Eurystheus declared, however, that this labour should not be
counted among the ten, because Heracles had not overcome
the hydra on his own, but only with the help of Iolaos.

Third labour: the Cerynitian hind

3 As a third labour, Eurystheus ordered him to bring the
Cerynitian hind alive to Mycenae. This hind, which had
golden horns, lived at Oinoe, and was sacred to Artemis;*
so Heracles, wanting neither to kill it nor wound it, pursued
it for a full year. When the hind, worn out by the chase, fled
for refuge to the mountain known as Artemision, and from
there towards the River Ladon, Heracles struck it with an arrow™
as it was about to cross over the stream, and was thus able
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to catch it; and then, settling it on his shoulder, he hurried
through Arcadia. But he came across Artemis in the company
of Apollo, and she wanted to take the hind away from him,
accusing him of trying to kill an animal that was sacred to her.
By pleading necessity, however, and saying that the person
responsible was Eurystheus, he allayed the anger of the god-
dess and brought the animal alive to Mycenae.

Fourth labour: the Erymanthian boar

+ As a fourth labour, Eurystheus ordered him to bring the
Erymanthian boar alive. This beast was causing havoc in
Psophis, sallying forth from the mountain known as Ery-
manthos. While Heracles was passing through Pholoe, he was
entertained as a guest by the Centaur Pholos, son of Seilenos
and a Melian nymph. The Centaur served roasted meat to
Heracles, but he himself ate it raw. When Heracles asked for
wine, he said that he was afraid to open the jar that was the
common property of the Centaurs;* but Heracles urged him
to take courage, and opened it up. Not long afterwards, the
Centaurs became aware of the smell, and appeared at Pholos’
cave armed with rocks and fir trees. The first who dared to
come inside, Anchios and Agrios, were put to flight by Hera-
cles, who hurled flaming brands at them; and he pursued the
others with arrows as far as Malea, where they took refuge
with Cheiron (who had settled there after he had been driven
from Mount Pelion by the Lapiths).* As the Centaurs clung
to Cheiron for safety, Heracles shot an arrow at them, which
passed through the arm of Elatos and lodged in Cheiron’s knee.
Distressed at this, Heracles ran up to him, pulled out the arrow,
and applied a potion which Cheiron gave to him; but when
the wound turned out to be incurable, Cheiron withdrew to
his cave. He wanted to die, but was incapable of doing so because
he was immortal. Only when Prometheus offered himself to
Zeus to become immortal in his place was Cheiron able to die.*
The rest of the Centaurs fled in all directions; some went to
Malea, while Eurytion went to Pholoe, and Nessos to the River
Evenos. The rest were received at Eleusis by Poseidon, who
hid them under a mountain. Pholos, for his part, had pulled
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an arrow from a corpse, marvelling that so small a thing could
kill creatures of such a size; but the arrow slipped from his
hand and landed on his foot, killing him instantly.* When
Heracles returned to Pholoe and saw that Pholos was dead, he
buried him and went out to hunt the boar. He chased the beast
from the thicket with loud cries; and thrusting it exhausted
into deep snow, he trapped it in a noose, and took it to
Mycenae.

Fifth labour: the cattle of Augeias

5 As a fifth labour, Eurystheus ordered Heracles to remove the
dung of the cattle of Augeias without assistance in a single day.
Augeias was the king of Elis, and, according to some, he was
a son of the Sun, or according to others, of Poseidon, or again,
of Phorbas; and he owned many herds of cattle. Heracles went
up to him, and without disclosing Eurystheus’ order, said that
he would remove the dung in a single day if Augeias would
give him a tenth of his cattle. Augeias gave his word, not be-
lieving that he could do it. After he had engaged Phyleus, the
son of Augeias, as a witness, Heracles made a breach in the
foundations of [the wall surrounding] the cattle yard, and then,
diverting the courses of the Alpheios and the Peneios which
flowed nearby, he channelled their water into the yard, after
first making an outlet through another breach. When Augeias
discovered that the task had been accomplished on the order
of Eurystheus, he refused to pay the reward,* and went so far
as to deny that he had ever promised to pay a reward, say-
ing that he was ready to submit to arbitration on the matter.
When the judges had taken their seats, Phyleus was called by
Heracles and testified against his father,* saying that he had
agreed to pay a reward to Heracles. Augeias flew into a rage,
and before the vote had been cast, ordered both Phyleus and
Heracles to depart from Elis. So Phyleus went to Doulich-
ion and settled there; and Heracles visited Dexamenos in
Olenos. He caught him as he was about to give his daughter,
Mnesimache, under compulsion to the Centaur Eurytion; and
when he was asked to help, Heracles killed Eurytion as he arrived
to claim his bride. Eurystheus would not accept this labour
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either as one of the ten, saying that it had been accomplished
for pay.

Sixth labour: the Stymphalian birds

6 As a sixth labour, Eurystheus ordered him to drive away
the Stymphalian birds. At the city of Stymphalos in Arcadia
there was a lake called Stymphalis, in the depths of a thick
forest; and innumerable birds had sought refuge there, fear-
ing to become the prey of wolves. So when Heracles was at a
loss as to how he could drive the birds from the wood, Athene
gave him some bronze castanets which she had received from
Hephaistos. By rattling these from a certain mountain that lay
beside the lake, he frightened the birds. Unable to endure the
noise, they flew up in alarm, and in that way Heracles was able
to shoot them down* with his arrows.

Seventh labour: the Cretan bull

7 As a seventh labour, Eurystheus ordered him to fetch the
Cretan bull. According to Acousilaos, this was the bull that
had carried Europa* across the sea for Zeus, but it is said by
some that it was the bull that was sent up from the sea by
Poseidon* when Minos had promised to sacrifice to him what-
ever appeared from the sea. And they say that when Minos
saw the beauty of the bull, he sent it to join his herds and
sacrificed another to Poseidon; and the god in his anger turned
the bull wild. Heracles arrived in Crete to confront this bull,
and when Minos replied to his request for assistance by telling
him to fight and capture it on his own, he captured it and took
it to Eurystheus; and after he had shown it to him, he set it
free. It wandered to Sparta and throughout Arcadia, and cross-
ing the Isthmus, it arrived at Marathon* in Attica and harassed
the inhabitants.

Eighth labour: the mares of Diomedes

8 As an eighth labour, Eurystheus ordered him to bring the
mares of Diomedes the Thracian to Mycenae. This Diomedes,
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a son of Ares and Cyrene, was king of the Bistones, a highly
belligerent people in Thrace, and owned man-eating mares.*
So Heracles sailed there with a company of volunteers, over-
powered the men who were in charge of the mangers, and
led the mares towards the sea. When the Bistones came fully
armed to the rescue, he passed the mares over to Abderos to
guard. (This Abderos, a Locrian from Opous who was a son
of Hermes and a beloved of Heracles, was torn apart by the
horses and killed.) So Heracles fought against the Bistones, killed
Diomedes, and put the rest to flight. After founding the city
of Abdera by the grave of Abderos, who had met his death in
the meantime, he took the horses to Eurystheus and handed
them over to him. But Eurystheus released them, and they went
to the mountain called Olympos, where they were killed by
the wild beasts.

Ninth labour: the belt of Hippolyte

9 As a ninth labour, Eurystheus ordered him to fetch the belt
of Hippolyte. She was queen of the Amazons, who lived by
the River Thermodon* and were a people who excelled in war;
for they cultivated manly qualities, and if they ever had inter-
course with men and gave birth to children, they raised the
girls. They pressed down* their right breasts to ensure that
they would not be hindered from throwing their javelins,
but retained their left breasts to allow them to suckle their
children. Hippolyte had the belt of Ares* in her possession as
a symbol of her supremacy over the others, and Heracles
was sent to fetch the belt because Admete, the daughter of
Eurystheus, wanted it for herself. So taking some volunteers
to assist him, he set sail in a single ship, and called in at the
island of Paros, where the sons of Minos were living, namely
Eurymedon, Chryses, Nephalion, and Philolaos. It happened
that two men from the ship who had gone ashore were killed
by the sons of Minos; and in his fury at this, Heracles slew
them on the spot, and kept the other islanders under close siege
until they sent a delegation to invite him to take whatever pair
of them he pleased in return for the men who had been mur-
dered. So he lifted the siege, and taking on board Alcaios and
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Sthenelos, the sons of Androgeos, son of Minos, he arrived in
Mysia, at the court of Lycos, son of Dascylos. He was enter-
tained there by [Lycos, and when Lycos*] joined battle with
the king of the Bebrycians, Heracles came to his aid, and killed
many men, including King Mygdon, the brother of Amycos.
And he deprived the Bebrycians of a large amount of land and
gave it to Lycos, who called the whole territory Heracleia.

When he put in at the harbour of Themiscyra, Hippolyte
came to see him, and she asked him why he had come and
promised to give him the belt. But Hera assumed the likeness
of an Amazon and wandered around in the crowd saying that
the strangers who had just arrived were abducting the queen.
Seizing their arms, the Amazons hastened to the ships on
horseback; and when Heracles saw them there fully armed, he
thought that this must be the result of a plot, and he killed
Hippolyte and robbed her of the belt. And then, after fighting
the rest of the Amazons, he sailed away, and called in at Troy.

It happened that the city was in a desperate plight at that
time, through the wrath of Apollo and Poseidon; for wanting
to put Laomedon’s arrogance to the test, they had taken on
human form and undertaken to fortify Pergamon* in return
for pay. But when they had constructed the wall, he refused
to pay them their fee. In response, Apollo sent a plague, and
Poseidon a sea-monster which was carried along on a flood
and used to snatch away the inhabitants of the plain. When
oracles declared that they would be delivered from these mis-
fortunes if Laomedon offered his daughter, Hesione, as prey
to the monster, Laomedon offered her up, binding her to some
rocks by the sea. When Heracles saw her exposed there, he
promised to rescue her if he received in return the mares that
Zeus had presented [to Tros*] in compensation for the abduc-
tion of Ganymede. Laomedon said that he would hand them
over, and Heracles killed the monster and rescued Hesione.
But Laomedon refused to pay the agreed reward, and Heracles
put to sea threatening to make war on Troy at some future
time. *

He then called in at Ainos, where he was entertained
by Poltys. As he was sailing off, he shot and killed a man of
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