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Alicia:

Types of publications:

 Publishers

 Type of papers

The process of submission and peer review in scientific journals
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Cover of the 1st. Edition.
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Cover of the 1st. Edition.

Intro by Jonas Salk!
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Thesis of the book:

Scientists = Writers
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Thesis of the book:
Scientists = Writers

Scientists are story tellers with peculiarities:

1. The stories must be based on scientifically established (experimental or 
theoretical) facts;

2.  There are rules that constrains the format of our story (length, structure, etc.).
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No rules to decide how much and when...
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No rules to decide how much and when...

Some questions as a guide:

1. Does your story have a beginning, development and end with relevant 
conclussions for your field?
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No rules to decide how much and when...

Some questions as a guide:

1. Does your story have a beginning, development and end with relevant 
conclussions for your field?

2. Let your story rest for a while (you will always have other things requiring 
your attention). After coming back and critically looking at it, does you feel 
that there are gaps?
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No rules to decide how much and when...

Some questions as a guide:

1. Does your story have a beginning, development and end with relevant 
conclussions for your field?

2. Let your story rest for a while (you will always have other things requiring 
your attention). After coming back and critically looking at it, does you feel 
that therre are gaps?

3. Does it raise the interest of your colleages in the area as it is? And 
colleagues in other areas?
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No rules to decide how much and when...

Some questions as a guide:

1. Does your story have a beginning, development and end with relevant 
conclussions for your field?

2. Let your story rest for a while (you will always have other things requiring 
your attention). After coming back and critically looking at it, does you feel 
that therre are gaps?

3. Does it raise the interest of your colleages in the area as it is? And 
colleagues in other areas?

4. Did you already presented your story as a seminar? Did you have a 
feedback?



How much is the right amount and when is the right time to publish your data?

14

No rules to decide how much and when...

Some questions as a guide:

1. Does your story have a beginning, development and end with relevant 
conclussions for your field?

2. Let your story rest for a while (you will always have other things requiring 
your attention). After coming back and critically looking at it, does you feel 
that therre are gaps?

3. Does it raise the interest of your colleages in the area as it is? And 
colleagues in other areas?

4. Did you already presented your story as a seminar? Did you have a 
feedback?

5. Trust in your intuition BUT pay attention to the comments of colleagues in 
which you trust (and remember, their politeness in this case is an enemy!!!)
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Tips:

Read a lot: this will refine your intuition and perception of what is expected in your 
field and in a broader area.
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Tips:
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Try to indetify in those papers that are letting you unsatisfied, the reason for this 
(uncomplete story, too many gaps, too much wishful thinking, others?)
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Tips:

Read a lot: this will refine your intuition and perception of what is expected in your 
field and in a broader area.

Try to indetify in those papers that are letting you unsatisfied, the reason for this 
(uncomplete story, too many gaps, too much wishful thinking, others?)

Prepare a seminar and record it for yourself.
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Tips:

Read a lot: this will refine your intuition and perception of what is expected in your 
field and in a broader area.

Try to indetify in those papers that are letting you unsatisfied, the reason for this 
(uncomplete story, too many gaps, too much wishful thinking, others?)

Prepare a seminar and record it for yourself.

Start writing ASAP knowing that many versions of your texts will go to the trash.
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Tips:

Read a lot: this will refine your intuition and perception of what is expected in your 
field and in a broader area.

Try to indetify in those papers that are letting you unsatisfied, the reason for this 
(uncomplete story, too many gaps, too much wishful thinking, others?)

Prepare a seminar and record it for yourself.

Start writing ASAP knowing that many versions of your texts will go to the trash.

Trust in your colleagues – circulate your manuscript!
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Theses and Dissertations
Methods development

Textbooks & Book Chapters
Review articles
Opinion articles
Indexing and abstracting services
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Info usually available in the journal homepage.
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Choosing the Journal:

1. Scope
2. Type of Article
3. Type of Audience (borad or specific)
4. Reputation
5. Not predatory!!!!



Pipeline after submission:

Editors are responsible for:

1. Assessing the pertinence and relevance of the topic for the journal

2. Assessing that the MS is scientifically sound

3. Detection of plagiarism, problems with data integrity or other possible misconducts (supported by 

staff and informatic tools provided by the publishers)

4. Choose Reviewers

5. Assess the quality and pertinence of the reviews

6. Make a final decision on the acceptance or not of the MS

Reviewers are responsible for:

1. Assessing the science (relevance in the field, pertinent information and citations, experimental 

design, statistics, adequate interpretation of data, a coherent narrative, detecting overstatements)

2. Suggesting additional experiments, changes in the text, references, etc. in case of being necessary

3. ADVISE the Editor on the acceptability of a MS for publication

IMPORTANT: the Reviewer does NOT make a decision.



Publication rates of scientific papers skyrockets
(Bornmann & Mutz 2015).

Fire & Guestrin, 2019, GigaScience

The modern science produced an “explosion” of papers



Scientific 

publishing 

models

Reformating the scientific editorial industry: from subscriptions to Open Access (OA)

Subscription
Paywall: Libraries, institutions and individuals pay for having access to the 
contents 

Open access
Authors, funders, Institutions, etc.  pay for disseminating the knowledge they 
produced. Authors and/or institutions keep the copyrights

The main ideas behind the OA movement:

1. To make available the informations derived from our research to every single human being in the world

2. Authors would keep the copyrights, but...

 Authors must secure funds (preferably from funders) to pay the Article Processing Charges (APCs).



OA: different modalities

Open access

Green

Gold

Manuscripts freely available via an online repository 

upon an embargo period  (self-archiving). APC does not 

apply.

Manuscripts are freely and permanently accessible for 

everyone, immediately after publication. Copyrights are 

retained by the authors and most of the permission 

barriers are removed. APC applies.

Bronze
Manuscripts freely available only on the publisher page 

but lack licenses.

Diamond

Platinum

Manuscripts freely available without APC. Funded from 

external sources including ads, academic/scientific 

institutions and societies, philanthropists … 

Black
Informal (and sometimes illegal) distribution of articles 

that have been published as not-OA (i.e. SciHub).
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Open access

Green

Gold

Manuscripts freely available via an online repository 

upon an embargo period  (self-archiving). APC does not 

apply.

Manuscripts are freely and permanently accessible for 

everyone, immediately after publication. Copyrights are 

retained by the authors and most of the permission 

barriers are removed. APC applies.

Bronze
Manuscripts freely available only on the publisher page 

but lack licenses..

Diamond

Platinum

Manuscripts freely available without APC. Funded from 

external sources including ads, academic/scientific 

institutions and societies, philanthropists … 

Black
Informal (and sometimes illegal) distribution of articles 

that have been published as not-OA (i.e. SciHub).

Most (in many areas, all) reputed OA journals are Gold

Reputation is (wrongly) based on IF



APCs go hand in hand with JIF

https://doaj.org/ > 12.000 journals

https://openapc.net/ > 55.000 papers



Knowledge is a very profitable commodity

Knowledge became one of the most profitable markets
(Smith, 2005; Buranyi, 2017; Young et al., 2008).

Industry moving globally USD 25.2 Bi

Average profits >30%



Such attractive number produced an explosion in the number of scientific publishers

Industry moving globally >USD 25.2 Bi

Average profits >30%



Predatory scientific journals (and publishers)

Journals that charge a fee for the publication of material without providing the publication services an author would 

expect such as peer review and editing.

Typically contact potential authors directly via email to offer their services and encourage publication

What to check to avoid publishing in predatory journals:

1. Transparency about practices
2. Indexing
3. Quality of previous publications
4. No “hidden” fees popping up during the process
5. Clear copyright statement
6. Peer Review
7. Editorial Board
8. Informative and good quality Website
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Thank you.

Ariel M. Silber

e-mail: asilber@usp.br

 : : @Ariel_Lab

mailto:asilber@usp.br
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