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ASAPbio is a biologist-driven non-profit working to make 
life sciences communication faster and more transparent

We support the productive use of preprints in the life 
sciences and transparency in peer review
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Creating a publishable unit is slower than ever

Accelerating scientific publication in biology
Ronald D. Vale. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences Nov 2015, 112 (44) 13439-13446
DOI: 10.1073/pnas.1511912112
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What is a 
preprint?

A scholarly manuscript posted by the 
author(s) to a repository or platform to 
facilitate open and broad sharing of early 
work without any limitations to access

Preprints:

● Receive a DOI (or persistent identifier) -
they are permanent citable records 

● Are not peer reviewed by the server
● Can be versioned - easier corrections & 

updates
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Preprints in the life sciences & ASAPbio in context
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meeting Fellows program 

launch, preprint 
server directory 
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300 journals commit to 

publish peer review
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Community 
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media, 
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preprint 
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reviewed 
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preprint peer 
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2015 to 2022: Preprints 
increased from 0.3% to 
10.5% vs journal articles 
in Europe PMC

preprint 
policy

Figure reproduced from Europe PMC
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Preprints put 
researchers in control 
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Preprints allow researchers to choose when to communicate their work

https://github.com/mozilla/fxemoji
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Preprints allow researchers to practice open science

en.unesco.org/science-sustainable-
future/open-science/recommendation

(vi) Promoting innovative approaches for open science at 
different stages of the scientific process

Promoting open science from the outset of the research process and 
extending the principles of openness in all stages of the scientific 
process to improve quality and reproducibility, including the 
encouragement of community-driven collaboration and other 
innovative models, for example preprints, clearly distinguished from 
final peer-reviewed publications, and respecting the diversity of 
scientific practices [...]

UNESCO recommendations on open science

https://en.unesco.org/science-sustainable-future/open-science/recommendation
https://en.unesco.org/science-sustainable-future/open-science/recommendation
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Preprints allow researchers to make their research findings 
broadly and freely available
Preprints are free to post 
and free to access - anyone 
with an internet connection 
can access

Manuscript

Green Open Access

Closed access
Subscription fee or paywall 
for reader

Open access 
No subscription fee or 
paywall for the reader
There may be publication 
fees for the author

Preprint server

Journal

Free icon by Pixel perfect via flaticon
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twitter.com/iaincheeseman/status/1338449967963369474
www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.12.13.422530v1.full

Preprints allow researchers to receive community feedback

https://twitter.com/iaincheeseman/status/1338449967963369474
https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.12.13.422530v1.full
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Preprints allow researchers to receive 
community feedback

twitter.com/iaincheeseman/status/1379026335633399811
www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.12.13.422530v2

https://twitter.com/iaincheeseman/status/1379026335633399811
https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.12.13.422530v2
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Preprints - additional benefits for researchers 

Journal compatible
A majority of journals in 
the life sciences accept 

preprints

Visibility & reach
Greater attention & citations 
for the peer-reviewed article

Proof of productivity
A number of funders encourage 
preprints in grant applications & 

reports
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5 steps to have the 
best experience 

posting a preprint
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“Post”-Preprinting - Reviewing preprints
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“Post”-Preprinting - Reviewing preprints
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Nurturing preprint advocates through community programs
Fellows program
Provides participants with tools and skills to drive discussions about the productive use of 
preprints in the life sciences

● 8-month program
● Monthly cohort calls
● Work on a preprint project
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Support adoption of preprints through community resources
Preprints FAQ A guide to preprinting for early-career researchers

asapbio.org/preprint-info/preprint-faq
Translations to French, Spanish & 

Chinese available https://journals.biologists.com/bio/article/11/7/bio059310/276
073/A-guide-to-preprinting-for-early-career

https://asapbio.org/preprint-info/preprint-faq
https://journals.biologists.com/bio/article/11/7/bio059310/276073/A-guide-to-preprinting-for-early-career
https://journals.biologists.com/bio/article/11/7/bio059310/276073/A-guide-to-preprinting-for-early-career
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Support adoption of preprints through community resources

Preprints infographics

asapbio.org/preprint-info#infographics
Translations to French, Spanish & Portuguese available, translation to Arabic in progress

https://asapbio.org/preprint-info#infographics
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Support adoption of preprints through community resources

Preprint server directory

● Disciplinary scope
● Language coverage
● Indexing
● & more

asapbio.org/preprint-servers

https://asapbio.org/preprint-servers
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Support adoption of preprints through outreach

Support for community projects & eventsRegional outreach

preprintsinmotion.comwww.youtube.com/watch?v=
mCksfdM8hIQ&t=281s asapbio.org/preprints-and-open-science-

workshop-sudan

https://preprintsinmotion.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mCksfdM8hIQ&t=281s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mCksfdM8hIQ&t=281s
https://asapbio.org/preprints-and-open-science-workshop-sudan
https://asapbio.org/preprints-and-open-science-workshop-sudan
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Thank you!

Join the ASAPbio Community!
asapbio.org/asapbio-community

Preprint resource center: 
asapbio.org/preprint-info

jvccosta@gmail.com 

@jvccosta

‘Preprints are the best thing that has happened to 
scientific publishing in over a century. More than 

anything, they have brought back the joy of 
publishing a paper’. 

Yasin Dagdas
Group Leader, Gregor Mendel Institute of Molecular 

Plant Biology GmbH

https://asapbio.org/asapbio-community
https://asapbio.org/preprint-info
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