German vowel pronunciation

a a stressed before one cons. [a:] Vater ['fa:.te]
a unstressed before one cons. [a] maximal [ma.ksi.'ma:l]
aa (generally found stressed) [a:] Sadl [za:1]
ah (generally found stressed) [a:] Mahl [ma:l]
a before two or more consonants [a] Wasser ['va.se]
a [a:e] Mai [ma:e]
ay (the archaic spelling of -ai) [aze] | Bayern ['baie.en]
au [a:o] | Baum [ba:om]
a a stressed before one cons. [e:] Spét [Jpe:t]
a unstressed before one cons. [e] Fakulom [fe.ku.'lo:m]
dh (generally found stressed) [e] Krahe ['kre:.a]
a before two or more consonants [e] Manner ['me.ne]
au [o:v] | Traume ['trory.ma]
€ e stressed and before one cons. [e:] ewig, beten ['e:.vig] ['be:.ten]
e unstressed before one cons. [e] Etide, Methan [e.'ty:.da] [me.'ta:n]
ee (generally found stressed) [e:] Seele ['ze:.la]
eh (generally found stressed) [e:] mehr [me:e]
e before two or more consonants [€] Bett, helfen [bet] ['hel.fan]
e in prefixes other than ‘ge-’ and ‘be-’ [e] \Zlgrrﬁesstj;,nentgehen, {z;g.zlr;m ge:-onl
e in prefixes ‘ge-’ and ‘be-’ [e] gesund, behalten [ge.'zunt] [ba.'hal.ten]
e in unstressed endings [a] habe, kommenden ['ha:.ba] ['ko.men.dan]
er in the monosylable ‘er’ (he) [ere] | er [e:e]
er- | inthe prefix er- [ee] | erlangen [eg.'la.nan]
-er in endings [e] aber, verbessern ['a:.be] [fee.'be.sen]
€ [a:e] | en [a:en]
ey (old spelling of ‘ei’) [aze] | Meyer ['ma:e.e]
eu [2:¥v] | heulen ['ho:v.lan]
i i stressed before one cons. [i:] Bibel ['biz.bal]
ih (generally found stressed) [i:] ihr [ire]
ie stressed [iz] Liebe ['li:.ba]
ie unstressed [i] vielleicht [fi.'la:egt]
ieh (generally found stressed) [i:] Viehe [fiz.e]
i before two or more consonants 1] Kinder, ist ['kin.de] [1st]
i as an unstressed glide [i] Studie, nation ['ftu:.dje] [na.'tsjo:n]
-i in the suffixes ‘-in" and ‘-nis’ [1] Mullerin, Bildnis ['mv.le.rin] ['b1lt.nis]
i in the suffix ‘-ig’ [1] willig ['vilig]
-i in the stressed ending ‘-ik’ [i:] Musik [mu.'zizk]
-i in the unstressed ending ‘-iK’ [1] Lyrik ['ly:.rik]




0 0 stressed before one cons. [o:] Rose, Ton ['ror.ze] [toin]
0 unstressed before one cons. [o] moral [mo.'ra:l]
00 (generally found stressed) [o:] Moos, Boot [mo:s] [bo:t]
oh (generally found stressed) [o:] Sohn, wohl [zo:n] [votl]
o before two or more consonants [0] Ort, kommen [ort] ['ko.man]
0 0 stressed before one cons. [g:] ode, horen ['g:.de] ['hg:.ran]
o] unstressed before one cons. [2] Okonom [@.ko.'no:m]
oh (generally found stressed) [2:] Hohe, frohlich ['hg:.8] ['frg:.Iig]
0 before two or more consonants [ce] Gottlich ['goet:.lig]
u stressed before one cons. [u:] Blume ['blur.ma]
unstressed before one cons. [u] Musik, Kulant [mu.'zi:k] [ku.'lant]
uh (generally found stressed) [u:] Stuhl, Uhr [ftuzl] ['uze]
u before two or more consonants [U] Mutter, Buch ['mu.te] [bu:x]
u U stressed before one cons. [y:] fir, griin ['fy:e] [gry:n]
Uh (generally found stressed) [y:] fihlen ['fy:.lan]
1] before two or more consonants [v] Fullen, Glick ['fv.lon] [glvk]
y in words of Greek origin, treat as -0 (common)
y stressed before one cons. [y:] Lyrik, Physik ['ly:.rik] ['fy:.zik]
y unstressed before one cons. [y] Mykene [my.'ke:.na]
y before two or more consonants [v] Rhythmus ['rvt.mus]
in words non-Greek origin, treat as—i (less common)
y | 1 | Tyrol [ [ti.rol]
German cons. pronunciation
b b initial or medial in aword element [b] Buch, geben [bu:x] ['ge:.ban]
b final in aword element [p] Dieb [di:p]
b before -s or another unvoiced cons. [p] |ebst [le:pst]
bb in the same element [b] Ebbe ['e.ba]
b-b | between two elements [p.b] | abbauen ['ap.baio.an]
c C before afront vowel sound [ts] circa ['tsir.ka]
c befor e a back vowel sound or cons. K] Café [ka.'fe:]
except -h
c in words of Greek origin [k] Chor ['ko:e]
after afront vowel sound or cons. . .
ch Ich-Laut [c] ich, welche [1¢] ['vel.ga]
ch after aback vowel sound - Ach-laut [x] Bach, doch [bax] [dox]
chs within one element [ks] sechs [zeks]
ch-s | in separate elements [c.s] lieblichsten ['lizp.ligs.tan]
ck including the old spelling of -kk [k] backen ['ba.ken]




d initial or medial in aword element [d] Dolch, anders [dolg] ['an.des]

d final in aword element [t] Tod, und [tot] [unt]

d before -s or another unvoiced cons. [t] Bands [bants]

dd in the same element [d] Widder ['vi.de]

d-d between two elements [t.d] Rad-dampfer ['ra:t. damp.fe]

dt cons. combination [t] Stadt [ftat]

f [f] fein, Tafel [faien] ['ta:.fal]

ff [f] Neffe, offen ['ne.fo] ['o.fon]

g initial or medial in aword element [g] Gott, fragen [got] ['fra:.gan]

g final in aword element [k] Tag, Flug-zeug [ta:k] ['fluik. tso:vk]

g before -s or an unvoiced cons. [k] fragst [fra:kst]

gg in the same element [g] Flagge ['fla.ga]

09 between two elements [k.g] weg-gehen ['vek.ge:.an]

ig when final or before a cons. [c] Konig, Ewigkeit ['k@:.nig] ['e:.vic.ka:et]

ig before avowel [19] Heilige ['ha:e.li.ga]

_ when followed by a syllable with the . .

ig [1¢] sound [1k] ewiglich ['er.vik.lig]

g in words of French origin [3] Genie (fr) [3e.'ni]

h initial in aword or element [h] Held, Gottheit [helt] ['got.ha:et]

h after avowel in the same syllable silent Wahn, gehen [va:n] ['ge:.en]

j in all German words [ Jahr, ja [ja:e] [ja:]

j in some words of French origin [3] Journalist [3ur.na.'list]

K (k] Klause, zuriick ['klaio.za] [tsu.'rvk]

ck the archaic spelling -kk is seldom [k] Backer, locken ['be.ke] ['lo.kan]
encountered

| [1] loben ['lo:.ban]

I [ Wellen, soll ['ve.lon] [zol]

m [m] Mond, traumen [mont] ['tro:y.man]

mm [m] Himmel ['hr.mal]

n [n] Wein [va:ien]

nn [n] Nonne ['na.na]

ng in the same element [n] lang, singen [lan] ['zr.nen]

n-g in separate elements [ng] hingehen ['hin.ge:.an]

nk in the same element [nk] danken ['dan.ken]

n-k in separate elements [n.k] Anklage ['an.kla:.ga]




p p [p] prosit ['pro:.zrt]
pp in the same element [p] Puppe ['pu.pa]
ph [f] Phrase ['fra:.zo]
g |au | awaysfollowed by -u | vl | Quelle | ['kvelo]
r r initial or media after a cons. [r] Regen, albre ['re:.gen] ['al.bra]
r after openvowels[1€ Y ce a U 9] [r] hart [hart]
after a closed-long vowel Bier hort birel (ha:
' [aiereryrgiuior] [e] 1ef, Tor [bize] [ho:et]
r between two vowels [r] waére ['vei.ra]
rr in the same element between vowels [r] sperren ['fpe.ren]
rr in the same element not between vowels | [r] harrt, Irr-sein [hart] ['1r.,za:en]
rr in separate elements [e.r] verraten [fee.'ra:tan]
r final in prefixes [e] erhabener [se.'ha:.ba.ne]
s s initial or medial in aword element [z] Silber, Absicht ['zil.be] ['ap.zigt]
s between vowels [z] Rose ['ro:.ze]
S final in aword element [s] Glas, lodlich [gla:s] ['lg:s.lig]
ss, 3 | inthe same e ement [s] miissen, Kul? ['my.sen] [kus]
S-S between two elements [s.2] aussetzen ['a:0s.ze.tsan]
sch in the same element (] schnell, Tisch [fnel] [tif]
s-ch | between two elements [s.c] Héauschen ['haiys.can]
P initial in aword element [fp] spielen ['fpi:..lan]
P inall other cases [sp] Knospe ['knos.pa]
st initial in aword element [§t] Stein [fta:en]
st in all other cases [st] ist, trosten [1st] ['tr@:s.tan]
t t [t] Ton [to:n]
tt in the same or different e ements [] M utter ['mu.te]
th in the same element [t] Thema, Theater [te:.ma] [te.'a:.te]
t-h in separate elements [t.h] Rathaus ['ra:t. ha:os]
ti in the endings -tion, and -tient [tsj] Nation, Patient [na.'tsjo:n] [pa.'tsjent]
tz [ts] Platz, sitzen [plats] ['z1.tsen]
v in al words of German origin, and final e )
v in all foreign words. [f] Vater, brav ['fa: te] [bra:f]
v, other positionsin foreign words [v] Vase ['va:ze]
(w [w ] [ v1 [ welt | [velt]
x| x | single standard pronunciation | [ks] | Hexe | ['heksa]
1z |z | single standard pronunciation | [ts] | Zimmer, Hertz | ['tst.me] [herts]
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