Moche sleeping warrior, A.D. 300-400
Metropolitan Museum of Art

HE FERTILE HIGHLAND basins and

coastal valleys of the central

Andes became the seedbeds of
South America's greatest pre-Columbian
civilizations. The highly developed Incas
represented the culmination of humanity’s
20,000-year presence on the continent.

Traces of community life exist
elsewhere — from the river valleys of the
Amazon basin to caves as far south as
Tierra del Fuego. But none of these was
part of a progression leading to a sustained
high culture. What was lacking was the
fertile soil and population density
associated with a long agricultural
tradition. In the Andes such a tradition
permitted the development of political
organization, art, and great public works.
Even in the central Andes, however, the

most renowned cultures took thousands of
years to develop. From the distance of
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history, this spine of a continent resembles
a dark screen on which pinpoints of light
blink on and off, briefly illuminating
cultural achievements in the scattered
valleys and plateaus. These flashes reveal
such imposing works of architecture as
stone temples in the highlands and adobe
pyramids along the coast.

Then, about 3,500 years ago, the light
became more constant. Expanding
communities began making more and more
contact with each other, chiefly through
trade and the growth of cults.
Archaeologists use the term
“‘florescence’’ for these periods of rapid
cultural development. One remarkable
example sprang from the highlands of
northern Peru at Chavin de Huantar.
From there spread a shamanistic cult
accompanied by advances in textiles,
architecture, and pottery. A string of sites
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along the Peruvian coast represents even
earlier examples. At Huaca de los Reyes,
300 miles north of Lima, mud-plaster
friezes bear human heads with feline fangs,
perhaps precursors of the jaguar cult
centered at Chavin de Huantar.

The Andean cultural area exhibits the
most impressive works of collective labor:
huge irrigation systems that connected
valleys; “*highways of the sun’ that linked
widespread settlements; and the city of
Cuzco, capital of the Inca Empire.

The study and documentation of pre-
Columbian sites continues across the
continent. It will take time, for
archaeology is a much younger enterprise
than plunder. Only in the past hundred
years has the knowledge inherent in a flint
tool or the ashes of an ancient fire

motivated the kind of intensive search once

reserved for precious metals and gems.
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| The area in and around the central Andes, outlined in brick red and enlarged

at right, included the greatest conc
societies. The names of cultures appear in brick red on both maps.

concentration of advanced pre-Columbian
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by diplemats of rival
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villages.

CIRCUM-CARIBBEAN

An arc beginning in southern Central
America, then running across the : i .. S St e :
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bia and Venezuela, and continuing RO T SR T — 4 - i, TP . o Q
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mas supported a diverse group of

Indian societies before Europeans ar-

rived. Some had advanced cultures.

Though not as complex as those of

the Incas and Maya, they were nev-

ertheless based on intensive agricul- ; . Fainting from a

ture, substantial villages, and Ll , ' - ' fohograpn by
laborate religions, and were orga- ' ' o

e g 3 g Chagnon.

nized politically into chiefdoms.
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Painted faces marked the huntr'n_:fl-a.nnf—gatherr'ng,
seminomadic GUAJIROS, who became herders of cattle and
goats across an arid coastal plain after the Spanish arrived.

Pain@.fﬁgm:gﬁptqg{aph by Loren Mclntyre. A girl of the proud BARIS backpacks a

harvest of manioc.
Painting from a photegraph

- Despite its thick crown of trees, most of the tropical
by Thomas J. Abercrombie.

forest grows in easily exhausted soil unsuitable for many

crops. Rivers and streams support abundant fish and, in

places, turtles and shellfish. Game includes monkeys,

birds, rodents, peccaries, and tapirs. The hot climate

varies little. Indian groups tended to be small, 50 to 150,

living in pole-and-thatch houses. They cultivated plants

such as manioc, a tuber, in soil prepared by cutting and

burning small forest plots that were abandoned after a

few years. Fish were taken by traps, arrows, and poi-

sons. Game was hunted with bow and arrow or curare-

tipped missiles fired from blowguns. Communication and . il
h\trade were mostly by canoes along river systems. Ut N : ;
Pottery made from clay coils was a major product of the YAGUAS, a
group that passively avoided European influence.  Painting from
photographs, Museum of

the American Indian,
Heye Foundation.

Body painting and elaborate silver
Jewelry adorned the CHOCOS of western
Colombia for ceremonial occasions.
Painting from a photograph

by Richard H. Stewart.

Short-statured, peaceable WAIWALS fished with bow and arrow and with
poison. Dogs, used for hunting, were also favorite pets. P i ™
Painting from a photograph by Betty J. Meggers. P j

Wooden lip disks, stained red,

marked married men among

the SUYAS. a small, bellicose

society reduced by half after

first contact.

Painting from a
photograph by Robin  §

Hanbury-Tenison 4

In the upper Xingu River
basin, the WALRAS
traditionally made pottery.
Painting from a
photograph by Robin
Hanbury-Tenison,

The WALIRA chief's grandson was
decorated with body paint before war
games with neighboring villages.
Painting from a photograph

by Harald Schultz.

The COLORADOS of the western
Andean lowlands covered themselves
with red berry paste for decoration

and possibly for mosquito protection.
The men matted their hair with the paste
until it resembled a helmet.

Painting from photographs

by M. Woodbridge Williams

and Fed. Patellani.

. The head-shrinking
JIVARQS repulsed Inca
attempts at conquest
and devastated
Spanish settlements in
their territory.
Painting from a
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Liama herders living in sod houses, CHIPAYAS escaped subjugation when Inca armies

bypassed their desolate high pfain,
P.’,&.intFns from a Fhutagraph I:n-"r Loren Mﬂlnt'fre.

COLLAGUA |
LUPACA ,

-*'?'#.fqﬁ UBINA .
il uﬁﬁi-.
o

%""'Lf CHARCA

CARANGA °
CHIPAYA
3 u

The COLLAS mastered the technique
of lashing bundles of hollow reeds to
make boats for travel on Lake Titicaca. B Aricas
They joined a revolt against the early : A
Inca Empire and were crushed,
increasing the awe and terror in which
the Incas were held.
Painting from photographs by
Loren Mclntyre.

L. Poop
ucres
QUILLACA

Skilled stalkers of game and of white settlers who trespassed on
their territory, the BOTOCUDOS, marked by lip and ear disks.

resisted incursions for 300 years. Painting from photo-

CALCHAQUI plaques of high-copper-content bronze cast in graphs by Harald Schultz.

maolds were made by a pecple also accomplished in warfare.
Painting from a photograph, Museum of the
American Indian, Heye Foundation.

?

o ]
sy

E; - -
. T "k
TR - r
¥ e ¥ ~
o L (L v £
| kr i
-] g, (] [ TR
Tk P UL
L . Y -
e ‘
i e ol s =g = L T
g e -
™

rorrm s R T e I R Yy

Among the KRAHOS, the leader of songs set

his rhythms with a gourd rattle, part of a celebration
that featured relay races with heavy logs.

Painting from a photegraph by Harald
Schultz from his book Hombu: Indian Life in

the Brazilian Jungle.

The nova of Inca Empire flashed on and was snuffed out
within a century, yet the brilliance of its culture was no
sudden illumination. For thousands of years Andean so-
cieties had been developing those practices that collec-
tively make a civilization. Among them were religion,
pottery, weaving, civil engineering, metallurgy, and
monumental architecture. But farming was first.
Bounded by arid coastline on the west and dense jun-
gle inhabited by hostile groups on the Andes’ eastern
slopes, fertile intermountain valleys offered secure and
productive farming areas. By 2,500 years ago Andeans
were cultivating potatoes, gourds, cotton, squash,
beans, chili peppers, maize, avocados, and peanuts. They
learned to use fertilizer and to irrigate and terrace
slopes. Such farming created food surpluses, concen-
e e trated populations, and permitted specialized occupa-
Motifs on an INCA vase show styli tions. The palaces of stone, royal roads, and altars of

of the “chosen women.” some of whom gold sprang from handfuls of seeds and running water.
became "nuns.” while others became the
emperor s concubines, Painting from a
photograph by Loren Mclntyre.

EAST BRAZIL

From the forests of the Mato Grosso to the arid high-
lands that separate the southern Amazon basin from the
Atlantic coast, many Indians spoke dialects of the Ge
language family, and were, at first contact, distin-
guished by three traits: They were seminomadic hunter-
gatherers with little agriculture; they did not use canoes
but traveled overland, sometimes on established trails;
and each village was divided into complex groupings by
sex, kinship, and age. The men ranged across the
savanna with bow and arrow, hunting peccaries for
meat and birds for their decorative plumage.
When whites introduced cattle ranching and
overhunted with firearms, they greatly reduced

the available game and forced many Indians

INCA weaving, from coarse into reliance on subsistence fE.'l‘Tl"lil"lg.
blankets to fine tapestries,

was done with alpaca,
llama, and vicufia wool and
with cotton. Dyes came
from plants gathered by
young girls.

Painting from a
photograph by Loren
Mcintyre.

Y P S o
Colored with vegetable dye,
clay dolls made by the
KARAJAS were used as toys.
Painting from a
photograph, British
Museum, The World of

Man, vol. 13, Fratelli
Fabbri Editori.

Ceremonial
headdresses crowned
tall BORORO men.
whose territory once
spanned some
100.000 square miles
of Mato Grosso
e Ty savanna.
; g 40°s  Making clay figurines was ;
s an art special to the KARAJAS,
hunters and farmers whose
language seems to be
unrelated to any other.
Painting from a
photograph by PIME, The
World of Man, vol. 13, Fratelli
Fabbri Editori.

SHAVANTE children were
raised in a tradition

of hunting and gathering
throughout an extensive

. territory, and of defending
. | ] ' o Cot | i\ : D T 'y rig. 3y i . - it against other Indians

e : _ 1 ' 2o ] - . . D i 3 L A g T, 3 ' e and settlers.
- 7 . . P e = ; P U * B 3 : | Fa'mtingfrnm
photographs by David
Maybury-Lewis.
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Lacking draft animals, Andean farmers like the HUANCAS used foot plows with hardened tips.
Painting from a photograph by Loren Mclntyre.

INDIANS

OF SOUTH AMERICA

Painting from a
photograph by Andi,
The World of Man, val. 12,
Fratelli Fabbri Editori.

GEOGRAPHY OF INDIAN CULTURE

ERHAPS 200 centuries before cultural variations (tinted areas; see
Balboa stood atop a rise in key below). Names, locations, and
Panama looking out across the customs of selected groups are shown
margin of a great, then peaceful as they were when contacted by

Although they made only simple pottery, TOBAS wove
intricately designed, handsomely colored woolen belts
and fashioned carrying bags from cactus fiber.

Painting from photegraphs by Alfred Métraux.
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The family was the central unit of ONA society. and the father its head. with no chief or council to answer to.
Painting from a photograph by Wellington Furlong.

The farmers of the southern
Andean highlands and coast,
the hunters of Patagonia and
Tierra del Fuego, and the
shellfish gatherers of the
southwest coast exploited
their environments success-
fully in pre-Columbian times.
Yet only the farming Ma-
puches, who had resisted the
Incas, could defend them-
selves against the Europeans.
The hunter-gatherer soci-
eties, simpler, with fewer
members, and in harsher ter-
rain, had no margin for dis-
ruption, and all perished.
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From shelter to meat, wild guanacos and rheas
provided a universe of preducts te TEHUELCHE
huriters of Patagonia. Some mixed-blood descen-
dants lived on as Argentine gauchos.

Painting from a photograph, MNational
Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian
Institution.

At public assemblies MAPUCHE women released
feelings of domestic discontent by singing
allegorical songs sanctioned by custom.

Painting from a photograph by Jaume Blassi.

GRAN CHACO

Hot and dry, yet swampy during rainy-
season flooding of intermittent rivers, the
interior plain called Gran Chaco and nick-
named ‘‘green hell"” was home to bands
of hunters whose means of subsistence

had changed little from those of their
Paleo-Indian ancestors. Adept at guerril-
la warfare, they resisted Spanish control,
becoming more effective as they mas-
tered horsemanship on animals taken
from their white enemies. But their fate
paralleled that of the Indians of the
North American plains. They could not
prevail against settlers bringing with
them armed troops, nor against some-
thing even worse —smallpox.

Tattooing and body painting were practiced among the
fierce MBAYAS, who subjugated the agricultural GUANAS,
giving them protection in exchange for crops.
Painting from a photograph and illustration from
Tristes Tropigues, by Claude Lévi-Strauss,

Living in the hottest part of the
continent. the CHAMACOCOS planted
few crops. As did nearby groups, they
removed facial hair. believing, for
example, that eyebrows diminished

sight needed to find such foods as honey.
Painting from a photograph,
Mational Anthropological Archives,
Smithsonian Institution.

ocean, bands of humans were for the
first time filtering south across the
same ground—the isthmus that joins
the two American continents. Their
forebears had peopled the north;
their progeny would people the south.

These Paleo-Indians were hunter-
gatherers, and in any generation the
scope of their migrations was dictat-
ed by the necessity to follow game
and exploit new sources of edible
plants. As they progressed into the
continent, their adaptation to vary-
ing terrain, climate, vegetation, and
fauna shaped their cultures.

How quickly and to what extent
Paleo-Indians peopled South America
is not clear. Evidence suggests settle-
ment in the central Andes 20,000
years ago, Caribbean coast 13,000,
Patagonia 12,500, western Brazil
12,000, and eastern Brazil 10,000.

It appears, however, that between
18,000 and 13,000 years ago and
again between 4,000 and 2,000 years
ago, a much drier climate reduced
Amazonian forests to scattered ref-
uges. During those periods, migra-
tions of various groups may have been
easier and may help account for the
varied languages spoken there.

As shown on the map, Indian
groups can be divided broadly into six
regions, based on both geography and
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non-Indians — over a period that has
spanned nearly 500 years.

Since first contact, Indian groups
have been decimated, and worse, by
force of arms or by introduced dis-
eases such as measles and smallpox.
Those groups with the highest civil-
izations or with homelands most ac-
cessible from the coasts were ravaged
first. Others more remote were af-
fected by the implements of European
culture through networks of trade
long before they saw their first non-
Indians. A large percentage of the In-
dian population has been absorbed
into today’s society.

The continent was first a New
World for Paleo-Indians and their In-
dian descendants who lived with
Andean snows and Amazonian rains,
Patagonian emptiness and the unre-
lenting winds of Tierra del Fuego.
Then, in the name of religion and gold
proclaimed in blood, the continent
became a New World again. The an-
thropologist Claude Lévi-Strauss has
written that "‘for us European earth-
dwellers, the adventure played out in
the heart of the New World signifies
in the first place that it was not our
world and that we bear responsibility
for the crime of its destruction; and

secondly, that there will never be an-
other New World. . .."”
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KEY TO THE MAP

Regions keyed below are based on general differences among Indian groups at the time of Eur-
opean contact. Some distinctions are more clear-cut (e.g. Andes/Amazonia) than others (e.g.
Amazonia/ Circum-Caribbean), largely because of abrupt changes between environmental ones,

R AMAZONIA
D, =57 BRAZIL

For complete map list write to the National

COPYRIGHT © 1982 NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY, WASHINGTON, D. C, Geoaraphic Societv. Washinaton. D. C. 20036

Copyright (c) 1999 by National Geographic Society. All Rights Reserved



	1982-03_South America - Archaeology (1982).jpg
	1982-03_South America - Indians of (1982).jpg

