
Medicina
• Asclépio 

• Hipócrates 
(460-370AC) 

• Juramento 

• Relação causal 

• Tratados

• Inchaços perto das orelhas, às 
vezes de um lado só 

• Sem febre ou febre baixa 

• Inchaços grandes, sem pus 

• Afeta mais meninos 

• Desaparece sem  consequências



Império Romano



Expansão



Conhecimento

• Cultura imperial 

• Engenharia 

• Administração 

• Direito 

• Literatura



Educação

• Ensino doméstico 

• Mais tarde, escolas 

• Professores gregos 

• Divulgação filosófica 

• Comentários 

• Compêndios



Compêndios

• Posidonius (140 AC) 

• Raio da Terra 

• Varro (120 AC) 

• Gramática, retórica, lógica 

• Aritmética, geometria, astronomia e música



Compêndios

• Cícero (120 AC) 

• Platonismo, estoicismo e epicurismo 

• Diálogos com filósofos 

• Epistemologia, teologia etc.. 

• Macro e microcosmos 



Compêndios
…duas são habitáveis: os que moram na 
região Sul apertam seus pés contra os 
vossos e nada têm a ver com vosso 
povo; e esta ao Norte, onde vós morais 
— veja que parte pequena cabe a vós! 
Toda a terra que cultivais, mais 
estreita em cima e larga em baixo, é 
uma pequena ilha rodeada pelo mar que 
na Terra chamais de Atlântico, o 
grande mar, ou Oceano; vós vedes 
como é pequeno, apesar de ter nome 
pomposo. 



Compêndios
• Lucrécio (70 AC) 

• Filosofia epicurista 

• Astronomia 

• Percepção sensorial 

• Ótica básica 

• Geologia e meteorologia 

• Contesta teleologia aristotélica



Compêndios
• Plínio Sênior (50 DC) 

• Enciclopédia da natureza 

• Cosmologia, astronomia 

• Geografia, antropologia 

• Zoologia, botânica, mineralogia 

• Coisas e seres fantásticos



Compêndios
• Plínio Sênior (50 DC) 

“…os raios são fogos dos três planetas mais altos, 
particularmente de Júpiter, que está na posição do 
meio…" 

“Que algumas pessoas tenham estudado e se 
atrevido a publicar as dimensões do universo, é 
mera loucura” 

“Há um animal selvagem no Egito, conhecido como 
gazela, que, de acordo com os nativos, fica em pé 
olhando para essa estrela quando ela nasce, e olha 
fixamente, como se estivesse rezando, depois de 
espirrar.”



Comentaristas

text. Motivated by the desire to align Cicero’s

thought within the framework of late antique

Neoplatonism, the Commentary progresses through

selected passages of the Dream, amplifying Cicero’s

words and often digressing from them by means of

lengthy expositions of matters only tangentially

related to the text. One means used by Macrobius

to explain and interpret Cicero’s ideas was the

deployment of visual images.

The text of the Commentary gives fairly precise

instructions for the construction of four diagrams:

the Earth (Globus terrae) surrounded by seven

planetary spheres within the zodiac (book 1,

chapter 21.3–5; Fig. 1a); an image depicting rainfall

on the Earth (designed to demonstrate that weights

are drawn to the Earth) (1.22.11–12; Fig. 1b); the

division of the Earth into frigid, temperate and

torrid zones (2.5.13–17; Fig. 2a); and the zonal

division of the heavens in relation to the Earth, an

image that shows terrestrial zones in an inner

circle, surrounded by an outer circle in which the

celestial zones are marked (2.7.3–6; Fig. 2b). The

Commentary also implies the presence of a fifth

image: the world map (Fig. 3). Other diagrams

were added by later copyists and commentators on

the text; these usually appear as marginal images,

whereas the map and other canonical images are

typically positioned within the body of the text.4

The last three of these images (Figs. 2–3)

illustrate the section of Macrobius’ Commentary

dedicated to the explanation of a passage in the

Dream of Scipio in which the dreamer’s guide and

adoptive grandfather, Scipio ‘Africanus’, describes

the habitation of the Earth, its divisions into zones

and the comparatively small space occupied by the

Roman empire. The dreamer, still bound by earthly

cares and impulses, is distracted from the music of

the spheres by the sight of the world beneath him.

The point of his grandfather’s description is to

emphasize to Scipio the brevity of human life and

worldly achievement (specifically glory and fame),

in contrast to the magnitude and permanence of

the celestial spheres and the life of the soul. He

points out that the Earth is sparsely inhabited, and

that those populated places are ‘like spots’ (in ipsis

quasi maculis) divided by ‘vast wastelands’ (vastas

solitudines). Between the inhabitants of these

separated areas nothing can pass, indeed they

stand in different parts of the Earth to the

Romans: ‘some obliquely, some transversely, some

even diametrically opposite to you’ (partim obliquos,

partim transversos, partim etiam adversos stare vobis).5

In this description Cicero adapted theories,

usually associated with Crates of Mallos, the Stoic

commentator on Homer, that posited four parts of

the Earth, only one of which was the known world

Fig. 1. Illustrations for Macrobius’ Commentary on the Dream of Scipio. The text was compiled in the fifth century; the
manuscript illustrated here dates from the eleventh century. (a) Globus terrae: diagram for Book 1.21.3–5 showing the
Earth and seven planetary spheres within the zodiac. (b) Diagram for Book 1.22.11–12, exemplifying the attraction of
weights to the earth. British Library, Harley MS 2772, fols. 61v and 63v. Appendix 1, no. 22. (Reproduced with permission

from The British Library.)
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• Macrobio (370 DC) 

• Comentário sobre “O sonho de Cípio” 

• Platônico 

• Aritmética, astronomia, cosmologia



Comentaristas

passage of water from the far west and east of the

equatorial ocean to the north and south poles.

This Lorsch map has clear connections with two

other maps produced in the late tenth or early

eleventh centuries. The first of these, a map

contained in a copy of the Commentary produced

in north Italy (now in the Bamberg

Staatsbibliothek) (Appendix 1, no. 5), has cruder

coastal outlines than the Lorsch map and a

disproportionately large northern hemisphere

(Fig. 5). The Orcades are shown farther north, an

equatorial line is marked, there are minor differ-

ences in nomenclature (antoecorum instead of

antecorum), and the equatorial ocean is not named.

Despite these minor differences, the maps in these

two manuscripts can be considered different ver-

sions of the same state of the map.30

There are also clear similarities in terms of design,

nomenclature and layout between the maps in the

Lorsch manuscript and in a roughly contemporary

manuscript from south Germany, now in the

Bodleian Library, Oxford (D’Orville 77; Appendix

1, no. 16).31 Like the Lorsch map (Fig. 3), the

Bodleian map appears at the top of the page, above a

single column of text with the initial Q of Quod

coloured and elaborated, although the form of the

letter is different (Fig. 6). It shares almost identical

nomenclature with the Lorsch version (apart from

Fig. 5. World map from a tenth- or eleventh-century north Italian manuscript of Macrobius, Commentary on the Dream of
Scipio. North is at the top. The earth is divided into five zones, with the central zone (perusta) unequally divided by the
equatorial ocean. Italia and the Orcades are marked, along with the Caspian sea, in the northern temperate zone (temperata
nostra). The Red and Indian seas are shown as inlets of the equatorial ocean. The southern temperate zone is marked
Temperata antoecorum (temperate zone of the antoikoi). Compare with Figures 3 and 6. Bamberg, Staatsbibliothek MS Class.

38, fol. 20r. Appendix 1, no. 5. (Reproduced with permission from the Bamberg Staatsbibliothek.)

Imago Mundi 59:2 2007 The Map of Macrobius 157

• Macrobius (370 DC) 

• Comentário sobre “O sonho de Cipião” 

• Platônico 

• Aritmética, astronomia, cosmologia



Comentaristas
• Martianus Capella (420 DC) 

• Casamento de Mercúrio com 
a Filologia 

• Sete artes  

• Aritmética 

“3 é o primeiro ímpar, e deve 
ser visto como perfeito. É o 
primeiro a admitir começo, 
meio e fim, e associa uma 
média central com os 
extremos inicial e final…"



Invasões



Igreja
• Cristianismo oficializado a 

partir de 390 

• Ambivalência em relação a 
paganismo e cultura 
clássica 

• Fonte de questionamento 

• Fonte de conhecimento 

• Ciência a serviço da religião



Igreja
• Santo Agostinho (400 DC) 

• Mundo etéreo vs. mundo 
real 

• Alvo é o etéreo 

• É preciso conhecer a 
natureza 

• Ciência a serviço da religião



Igreja
• Ascenção do papado 

(Século VI)





Geometria

tropics, and discussed evidence of habitation at the

northern tropic (the city of Syene) and south of it

in the torrid zone (the city of Meroe) (2.7). The

final part of this section is devoted to an explana-

tion of the two oceans—one equinoctial, the other

running from pole to pole—that encircle the earth

and divide it into four parts, and to a discussion of

the flow of water from the eastern and western

extremities of the globe to the northern and

southern poles (2.9). A concluding remark notes

that Cicero emphasized the brevity of the Earth so

that the ‘man of honour’ (vir fortis) might perceive

the brief duration of fame; however, the focus of

this section of the Commentary is scientific rather

than moral.

Of particular importance to Macrobius in chap-

ters 2.5–9 was the need to reconcile Cicero’s

cosmology with the references made by Virgil in

Georgics 1.233–51 to celestial zones and the path of

the zodiac (2.7). The difference was in part a matter

of vocabulary (Virgil used zonae instead of Cicero’s

cinguli), but it also involved an attempt to smooth

Fig. 3. World map illustrating Macrobius, Commentary on the Dream of Scipio, Book 2.9.7–8, in a tenth-century manuscript
from the abbey of Saint Nazarius at Lorsch, now preserved in Vatican City, the Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana, MS Palat.
lat. 1341, fol. 86v. Appendix 1, no. 4. Compare especially with Figures 5 and 6. (Reproduced with permission from the

Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana.)
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Estática
• Arquimedes (287-212AC) 

• Centro de gravidade 

• Alavanca 

• Antes (escola de Aristóteles)
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Estática
• Arquimedes 

• Centro de gravidade 

• Alavanca 

• Hidrostática 

• Geometria 
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• Volume da esfera
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Medicina
• Asclépio 

• Hipócrates 
(460-370AC) 

• Juramento 

• Relação causal 

• Tratados

Sangue Bile Bile negra Catarro

Seco Quente Úmido Frio

Primavera Verão Outono Inverno



Medicina
• Asclépio 

• Hipócrates 
(460-370AC) 

• Juramento 

• Relação causal 

• Tratados

• Inchaços perto das orelhas, às 
vezes de um lado só 

• Sem febre ou febre baixa 

• Inchaços grandes, sem pus 

• Afeta mais meninos 

• Desaparece sem  consequências


