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Improved efficiency of
sugarcane ensiling -
I for ruminant
supplementation

PATRICK SCHMIDT'

Introduction

S ugarcane is among the main Brazilian agricultural products. It
is estimated that by the year 2012 the country will be producing
around 685 million tons in nine million ha (Agrianual, 2007), des-
tined to alcohol and sugar production. Also, the use of sugarcane
" as forage for dairy and beef cattle in Brazil is increasing, becoming
popular among traditional users of corn and sorghum silages.
The main advantage of sugarcane as forage for cattle is its high
productivity of biomass production (over 100 t/ha) which results
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