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Compliant Behavior," in Sherif and Wilson, editors, 
Group Relations at the Crossroads, New York: 
Harper and Brothers, 1953. See also John W. 
Thibaut and Harold H. Kelley, The Social Psy- 
chology of Groups, New York: John Wiley and 
Sons, Inc., 1959, pp. 168-190. The concept of 
voluntary membership itself deserves further 
clarification. Membership in colleges and profes- 
sional schools is usually regarded as voluntary 
since the member chooses to apply. Since member- 
ship in such institutions is frequently the only 
means of achieving other desired ends, (such as 
the legal right to teach, practice medicine, etc.) 
elements of involuntary membership are present. 
Membership may be something to be endured 
rather than enjoyed. Such settings may produce 
less overall change in values than is usually sup- 
posed. Thus Becker and Geer found a U-shaped 

attitudinal shift in medical students similar in form 
to our findings for the reformatory. The idealism 
of entering students was corroded during the middle 
of their stay, under the pressure to get the training 
and grades necessary for graduation, though it 
emerged again as they neared "release." See "The 
Fate of Idealism in Medical School," American 
Sociological Review, 23 (February, 1958), pp. 50- 
56. Newcomb's finding of a steadily increasing 
commitment to the institution's values at Benning- 
ton College may be attributed in part to the rela- 
tively earlier age at entrance, the spirit of newness, 
and the high prestige of the institution and its 
staff. As such it may not be typical of the pattern 
of value change to be found in many colleges or 
universities lacking these qualities. Theodore New- 
comb, Personality and Social Change, New York: 
Dryden Press, 1943. 

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY AND SUBTERRANEAN VALUES 

DAVID MATZA GRESHAM M. SYKES 

University of California (Berkeley) Dartmouth College 

Current explanations of juvenile delinquency place a heavy stress on the delinquent's deviance, 
not only with regard to his behavior but also with regard to his underlying values. It can be 
argued, however, that the delinquent's values are far less deviant than commonly portrayed 
and that the faulty picture is due to an erroneous view of the middle-class value system. A 
number of supposedly delinquent values are closely akin to those embodied in the leisure 
activities of the dominant society. To view adolescents in general and delinquents in particular 
as members of the last leisure class may help us explain both the large amount of unrecorded 
delinquency and the occurrence of delinquency throughout the class structure. 

CURRENT explanations of juvenile de- 
linquency can be divided roughly into 
two major types. On the one hand, 

juvenile delinquency is seen as a product 
of personality disturbances or emotional 
conflicts within the individual; on the other 
hand, delinquency is viewed as a result of 
relatively normal personalities exposed to 
a "disturbed" social environment-partic- 
ularly in the form of a deviant sub-culture 
in which the individual learns to be delin- 
quent as others learn to conform to the law. 
The theoretical conflict between these two 
positions has been intensified, unfortunately, 
by the fact that professional pride some- 
times leads psychologists and sociologists to 
define the issue as a conflict between dis- 
ciplines and to rally behind their respective 
academic banners. 

Despite many disagreements between 
these two points of view, one assumption is 
apt to elicit common support. The delin- 

quent, it is asserted, is deviant; not only 
does his behavior run counter to the law 
but his underlying norms, attitudes, and 
values also stand opposed to those of the 
dominant social order. And the dominant 
social order, more often than not, turns out 
to be the world of the middle class. 

We have suggested in a previous article 
that this image of delinquents and the larger 
society as antagonists can be misleading.' 
Many delinquents, we argued, are essentially 
in agreement with the larger society, at 
least with regard to the evaluation of de- 
linquent behavior as "wrong." Rather than 
standing in opposition to conventional ideas 
of good conduct, the delinquent is likely 
to adhere to the dominant norms in belief 
but render them ineffective in practice by 
holding various attitudes and perceptions 

1 Gresham M. Sykes and David Matza, "Tech- 
niques of Neutralization," American Sociological 
Review, 22 (December, 1957), pp. 664-670. 
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which serve to neutralize the norms as 
checks on behavior. "Techniques of neutrali- 
zation," such as the denial of responsibility 
or the definition of injury as rightful re- 
venge, free the individual from a large 
measure of social control. 

This approach to delinquency centers its 
attention on how an impetus to engage in 
delinquent behavior is translated into ac- 
tion. But it leaves unanswered a serious 
question: What makes delinquency attrac- 
tive in the first place? Even if it is granted 
that techniques of neutralization or some 
similar evasions of social controls pave the 
way for overt delinquency, there remains 
the problem of the values or ends underlying 
delinquency and the relationship of these 
values to those of the larger society. Briefly 
stated, this paper argues that (a) the values 
behind much juvenile delinquency are far 
less deviant than they are commonly por- 
trayed; and (b) the faulty picture is due 
to a gross over-simplification of the middle- 
class value system. 

THE VALUES OF DELINQUENCY 

There are many perceptive accounts de- 
scribing the behavior of juvenile delinquents 
and their underlying values, using methods 
ranging from participant observation to pro- 
jective tests.2 Although there are some im- 

portant differences of opinion in the inter- 
pretation of this material, there exists a 
striking consensus on actual substance. 
Many divisions and sub-divisions are possi- 
ble, of course, in classifying these behavior 
patterns and the values on which they are 
based, but three major themes emerge with 
marked regularity. 

First, many observers have noted that 
delinquents are deeply immersed in a rest- 
less search for excitement, "thrills," or 
"kicks." The approved style of life, for 
many delinquents, is an adventurous one. 
Activities pervaded by displays of daring 
and charged with danger are highly valued 
in comparison with more mundane and rou- 
tine patterns of behavior. This search for 
excitement is not easily satisfied in legiti- 
mate outlets such as organized recreation, 
as Tappan has indicated. The fact that an 
activity involves breaking the law is pre- 
cisely the fact that often infuses it with 
an air of excitement. In fact, excitement 
or "kicks" may come to be defined with 
clear awareness as "any act tabooed by 
'squares' that heightens and intensifies the 
present moment of experience and differen- 
tiates it as much as possible from the hum- 
drum routines of daily life."4 But in any 
event, the delinquent way of life is fre- 
quently a way of life shot through with ad- 
venturous exploits that are valued for the 
stimulation they provide. 

It should be noted that in courting 
physical danger, experimenting with the 
forbidden, provoking the authorities, and 
so on, the delinquent is not simply enduring 
hazards; he is also creating hazards in a 
deliberate attempt to manufacture excite- 
ment. As Miller has noted, for example, in 
his study of Roxbury, for many delinquents 
"the rhythm of life fluctuates between 
periods of relatively routine and repetitive 
activities and sought situations of greater 

2 Frederic M. Thrasher, The Gang, Chicago: Uni- 
versity of Chicago Press, 1936; Clifford R. Shaw 
and Maurice E. Moore, The Natural History of a 
Delinquent Career, Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 1931; Albert K. Cohen, Delinquent Boys: 
The Culture of the Gang, Glencoe, Ill.: The Free 
Press, 1955; Albert K. Cohen and James F. Short, 
"Research in Delinquent Subcultures," Journal of 
Social Issues, 14 (1958), pp. 20-37; Walter B. 
Miller, "Lower Class Culture as a Generating Milieu 
of Gang Delinquents," Journal of Social Issues, 14 
(1958), pp. 5-19; Harold Finestone, "Cats, Kicks, 
and Color," Social Problems, 5 (July, 1957), pp. 
3-13; Solomin Kobrin, "The Conflict of Values in 
Delinquent Areas," American Sociological Review, 
16 (October, 1951), pp. 653-661; Richard Cloward 
and Lloyd Ohlin, "New Perspectives on Juvenile 
Delinquency," (unpublished manuscript); Dale 
Kramer and Madeline Karr, Teen-Age Gangs, New 
York: Henry Holt, 1953; Stacey V. Jones, "The 
Cougars-Life with a Delinquent Gang," Harper 
Magazine, (November, 1954); Harrison E. Salis- 
bury, The Shook-Up Generation, New York: 
Harper and Brothers, 1958; William C. Kvaraceus 
and Walter B. Miller, editors, Delinquent Behavior: 
Culture and the Individual, National Education 

Association of the United States, 1959; Herbert A. 
Bloch and Arthur Neiderhoffer, The Gang, New 
York: Philosophical Library, 1958; Beatrice Griffith, 
American Me, Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1948; 
Sheldon Glueck and Eleanor Glueck, Unraveling 
Juvenile Delinquency, New York: Commonwealth 
Fund, 1950. 

3 Paul Tappan, Juvenile Delinquency, New York: 
McGraw-Hill, 1949, pp. 148-154. 

4 Finestone, op. cit. 
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emotional stimulation." 5 The excitement, 
then, that flows from gang rumbles, games 
of "chicken" played with cars, or the use 
of drugs is not merely an incidental by- 
product but may instead serve as a major 
motivating force. 

Second, juvenile delinquents commonly 
exhibit a disdain for "getting on" in the 
realm of work. Occupational goals involving 
a steady job or careful advancement are 
apt to be lacking, and in their place we 
find a sort of aimless drifting or grandiose 
dreams of quick success. Now it takes a 
very deep faith in the maxims of Benjamin 
Franklin-or a certain naivete, perhaps-to 
believe that hard work at the lower ranges 
of the occupational hierarchy is a sure path 
to worldly achievement. The delinquent is 
typically described as choosing another 
course, rationally or irrationally. Chicanery 
or manipulation, which may take the form 
of borrowing from social workers or more 
elaborate modes of "hustling;" an em- 
phasis on "pull," frequently with reference 
to obtaining a soft job which is assumed 
to be available only to those with influ- 
ential connections: all are seen as methods 
of exploiting the social environment without 
drudgery, and are accorded a high value. 
Simple expropriation should be included, of 
course, in the form of theft, robbery, and 
the rest; but it is only one of a variety of 
ways of "scoring" and does not necessarily 
carry great prestige in the eyes of the de- 
linquent. In fact, there is some evidence 
that, among certain delinquents, theft and 
robbery may actually be looked down upon 
as pointing to a lack of wit or skill. A life 
of ease based on pimping or the numbers 
game may be held out as a far more ad- 
mirable goal.6 In any event, the delinquent 
is frequently convinced that only suckers 
work and he avoids, if he can, the regimen 
of the factory, store, and office. 

Some writers have coupled the delin- 
quent's disdain of work with a disdain of 
money. Much delinquent activity, it is said, 
is non-utilitarian in character and the de- 
linquent disavows the material aspirations 
of the larger society, thus protecting him- 
self against inevitable frustration. Now it 

is true that the delinquent's attacks against 
property are often a form of play, as Cohen 
has pointed out, rather than a means to a 
material end. It is also true that the de- 
linquent often shows little liking for the 
slow accumulation of financial resources. 
Yet rather than saying that the delinquent 
disdains money, it would seem more ac- 
curate to say that the delinquent is deeply 
and constantly concerned with the problem 
of money in his own way. The delinquent 
wants money, probably no less than the 
law-abiding, but not for the purposes of a 
careful series of expenditures or some long- 
range objective. Rather, money is frequently 
desired as something to be squandered in 
gestures of largesse, in patterns of con- 
spicuous consumption. The sudden acqui- 
sition of large sums of money is his goal- 
the "big score"-and he will employ legal 
means if possible and illegal means if neces- 
sary. Since legal means are likely to be 
thought of as ineffective, it is far from acci- 
dental that "smartness" is such an important 
feature of the delinquent's view of life: 
"Smartness involves the capacity to out- 
smart, outfox, outwit, dupe . . . 2 8 

A third theme running through accounts of 
juvenile delinquency centers on aggression. 
This theme is most likely to be selected as 
pointing to the delinquent's alienation from 
the larger society. Verbal and physical as- 
saults are a commonplace, and frequent 
reference is made to the delinquent's basic 
hostility, his hatred, and his urge to injure 
and destroy. 

The delinquent's readiness for aggression 
is particularly emphasized in the analysis 
of juvenile gangs found in the slum areas 
of large cities. In such gangs we find the 
struggles for "turf," the beatings, and the 
violent feuds which form such distinctive 
elements in the portrayal of delinquency. 
As Cloward and Ohlin have pointed out, 
we can be led into error by viewing these 
gang delinquents as typical of all delin- 
quents.9 And Bloch and Niederhoffer have 
indicated that many current notions of the 
delinquent gang are quite worn out and 
require reappraisal.10 Yet the gang delin- 

5 Miller, op. cit. 
6 Finestone, op. cit. 

7 Cohen, op. cit. 
8 Miller, op. cit. 
9 Cloward and Ohlin, op. cit. 
10 Bloch and Niederhoffer, op. cit. 
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quent's use of violence for the maintenance 
of "rep," the proof of "heart," and so on, 
seems to express in extreme form the idea 
that aggression is a demonstration of tough- 
ness and thus of masculinity. This idea runs 
through much delinquent activity. The con- 
cept of machismo, of the path to man- 
hood through the ability to take it and hand 
it out, is foreign to the average delinquent 
only in name. 

In short, juvenile delinquency appears to 
be permeated by a cluster of values that can 
be characterized as the search for kicks, the 
disdain of work and a desire for the big 
score, and the acceptance of aggressive 
toughness as proof of masculinity. Whether 
these values are seen as pathological ex- 
pressions of a distorted personality or as 
the traits of a delinquent sub-culture, they 
are taken as indicative of the delinquent's 
deviation from the dominant society. The 
delinquent, it is said, stands apart from the 
dominant society not only in terms of his 
illegal behavior but in terms of his basic 
values as well. 

DELINQUENCY AND LEISURE 

The deviant nature of the delinquent's 
values might pass unquestioned at first 
glance. Yet when we examine these values 
a bit more closely, we must be struck by 
their similarity to the components of the 
code of the "gentleman of leisure" depicted 
by Thorstein Veblen. The emphasis on dar- 
ing and adventure; the rejection of the 
prosaic discipline of work; the taste for 
luxury and conspicuous consumption; and 
the respect paid to manhood demonstrated 
through force-all find a prototype in that 
sardonic picture of a leisured elite. What is 
not familiar is the mode of expression of 
these values, namely, delinquency. The 
quality of the values is obscured by their 
context. When "daring" turns out to be 
acts of daring by adolescents directed against 
adult figures of accepted authority, for 
example, we are apt to see only the flaunting 
of authority and not the courage that may 
be involved. We suspect that if juvenile de- 
linquency were highly valued by the dom- 
inant society-as is the case, let us say, 
in the deviance of prisoners of war or resist- 
ance fighters rebelling against the rules 

of their oppressors-the interpretation of 
the nature of delinquency and the delin- 
quent might be far different." 

In any event, the values of a leisure class 
seem to lie behind much delinquent activity, 
however brutalized or perverted their ex- 
pression may be accounted by the dominant 
social order. Interestingly enough, Veblen 
himself saw a similarity between the pecu- 
niary man, the embodiment of the leisure 
class, and the delinquent. "The ideal pecu- 
niary man is like the ideal delinquent," said 
Veblen, "in his unscrupulous conversion of 
goods and services to his own ends, and 
in a callous disregard for the feelings and 
wishes of others and of the remoter effects 
of his actions." 12 For Veblen this com- 
parison was probably no more than an 
aside, a part of polemical attack on the 
irresponsibility and pretentions of an in- 
dustrial society's rulers. And it is far from 
clear what Veblen meant by delinquency. 
Nonetheless, his barbed comparison points 
to an important idea. We have too easily 
assumed that the delinquent is deviant in 
his values, opposed to the larger society. 
This is due, in part, to the fact that we have 
taken an overly simple view of the value 
system of the supposedly law-abiding. In 
our haste to create a standard from which 
deviance can be measured, we have reduced 
the value system of the whole society to 
that of the middle class. We have ignored 
both the fact that society is not composed 
exclusively of the middle class and that the 
middle class itself is far from homogeneous.'3 

11 Merton's comments on in-group virtues and 
out-group vices are particularly germane. The moral 
alchemy cited by Merton might be paraphrased to 
read: 

I am daring 
You are reckless 
He is delinquent 

Cf. Robert K. Merton, Social Theory and Social 
Structure, Glencoe, Ill.: The Free Press, 1957, pp. 
426-430. 

12 T. Veblen, The Theory of the Leisure Class, 
The Modern Library, 1934, pp. 237-238. 

18 Much of the current sociological analysis of 
the value systems of the different social classes 
would seem to be based on a model which is closely 
akin to an out-moded portrayal of race. Just as 
racial groups were once viewed as a clustering of 
physical traits with no overlapping of traits from 
one group to the next (e.g., Caucasians are straight- 
haired, light-skinned, etc., whereas Negroes are 
kinky-haired, dark-skinned, etc.), so now are the 
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In reality, of course, the value system 
of any society is exceedingly complex and 
we cannot solve our problems in the analy- 
sis of deviance by taking as a baseline a 
simplicity which does not exist in fact. Not 
only do different social classes differ in 
their values, but there are also significant 
variations within a class based on ethnic 
origins, upward and downward mobility, 
region, age, etc. Perhaps even more impor- 
tant, however, is the existence of subter- 
ranean values-values, that is to say, which 
are in conflict or in competition with other 
deeply held values but which are still recog- 
nized and accepted by many.14 It is crucial 
to note that these contradictions in values 
are not necessarily the opposing viewpoints 
of two different groups. They may also exist 
within a single individual and give rise to 
profound feelings of ambivalence in many 
areas of life. In this sense, subterranean 
values are akin to private as opposed to 
public morality. They are values that the 
individual holds to and believes in but that 
are also recognized as being not quite comme 
ii faut. The easier task of analysis is to 
call such values deviant and to charge the 
individual with hypocrisy when he acts on 
them. Social reality, however, is somewhat 
more intricate than that and we cannot take 
the black and white world of McGuffey's 
Readers as an accurate model of the values 
by which men live. 

Now the value of adventure certainly 
does not provide the major organizing prin- 
ciple of the dominant social order in modern, 
industrial society. This is especially true in 
the work-a-day world where so much ac- 
tivity is founded on bureaucratization and 
all that it implies with regard to routiniza- 
tion, standardization, and so on. But this 
is not to say that the element of adventure 
is completely rejected by the society at large 

or never appears in the motivational struc- 
ture of the law-abiding. Instead, it would 
appear that adventure, i.e., displays of dar- 
ing and the search for excitement, are ac- 
ceptable and desirable but only when con- 
fined to certain circumstances such as 
sports, recreation, and holidays. The last has 
been frequently noted in the observation 
that conventions are often viewed as social 
events in which conventional canons of con- 
duct are interpreted rather loosely. In fact, 
most societies seem to provide room for 
Saturnalias in one form or another, a sort 
of periodic anomie in which thrill-seeking 
is allowed to emerge. 

In other words, the middle class citizen 
may seem like a far cry from the delinquent 
on the prowl for "thrills," but they both 
recognize and share the idea that "thrills" 
are worth pursuing and often with the 
same connotation of throwing over the 
traces, of opposing "fun" to the routine. As 
members of the middle class-and other 
classes-seek their "kicks" in gambling, 
nightclubbing, the big night on the town, 
etc., we can neither ignore their use of 
leisure nor claim that it is based on a 
markedly deviant value. Leisure class values 
have come increasingly to color the activi- 
ties of many individuals in the dominant 
society, although they may limit their ex- 
pression more sharply than does the delin- 
quent. The search for adventure, excitement, 
and thrills, then, is a subterranean value 
that now often exists side by side with the 
values of security, routinization, and the 
rest. It is not a deviant value, in any full 
sense, but it must be held in abeyance until 
the proper moment and circumstances for 
its expression arrive. It is obvious that some- 
thing more than the delinquent's sense of 
appropriateness is involved, but it is also 
clear that in many cases the delinquent 
suffers from bad timing. 

Similarly, to characterize the dominant 
society as being fully and unquestioningly 
attached to the virtue of hard work and 
careful saving is to distort reality. Notions 
of "pull" and the soft job are far from un- 
common and the individual who entertains 
such notions cannot be thrust beyond the 
pale merely because some sociologists have 
found it convenient to erect a simplified con- 
ception of the work values of society. As 

value systems of social classes apt to be seen as a 
distinct grouping of specific values which are unique 
to the social class in which they are found. The 
model of the value systems of the different social 
classes we are using in this paper is more closely 
allied to the treatment of race presently used in 
anthropology, i.e., a distribution of frequencies. 
Most values, we argue, appear in most social classes; 
the social classes differ, however, in the frequency 
with which the values appear. 

14 Robert S. Lynd, Knowledge for What, Prince- 
ton: Princeton University Press, 1948. 
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Chinoy and Bell, and a host of other writers 
have pointed out, the conditions of work in 
modern society have broken down earlier 
conceptions of work as a calling and there 
are strong pressures to define the job as a 
place where one earns money as quickly and 
painlessly as possible.15 If the delinquent 
carries this idea further than many of soci- 
ety's members might be willing to do, he 
has not necessarily moved into a new realm 
of values. In the same vein it can be argued 
that the delinquent's attachment to con- 
spicuous consumption hardly makes him a 
stranger to the dominant society. Just as 
Riesman's "inside dopester," Whyte's "or- 
ganization man," and Mills' "fixer" have 
a more authentic ring than an obsolete 
Weberian image in many instances, the 
picture of the delinquent as a spender seems 
more valid than a picture of him as an ado- 
lescent who has renounced material aspira- 
tions. The delinquent, we suggest, is much 
more in step with his times. Perhaps it is 
too extreme to say with Lowenthal 16 that 
"the idols of work have been replaced by the 
idols of leisure," but it appears unquestion- 
able that we are witnessing a compromise 
between the Protestant Ethic and a Leisure 
Ethic. The delinquent conforms to society, 
rather than deviates from it, when he in- 
corporates "big money" into his value 
sytem.17 

Finally, we would do well to question 
prevalent views about society's attitudes 
toward violence and aggression. It could be 
argued, for one thing, that the dominant 
society exhibits a widespread taste for vio- 
lence, since fantasies of violence in books, 
magazines, movies, and television are every- 
where at hand. The delinquent simply trans- 
lates into behavior those values that the 
majority are usually too timid to express. 
Furthermore, disclaimers of violence are 
suspect not simply because fantasies of 

violence are widely consumed, but also be- 
cause of the actual use of aggression and 
violence in war, race riots, industrial con- 
flicts, and the treatment of delinquents 
themselves by police. There are numerous 
examples of the acceptance of aggression 
and violence on the part of the dominant 
social order. 

Perhaps it is more important, however, to 
recognize that the crucial idea of aggression 
as a proof of toughness and masculinity is 
widely accepted at many points in the social 
system. The ability to take it and hand it 
out, to defend one's rights and one's repu- 
tation with force, to prove one's manhood 
by hardness and physical courage-all are 
widespread in American culture. They can- 
not be dismissed by noting the equally valid 
observation that many people will declare 
that "nice children do not fight." The use 
of aggression to demonstrate masculinity is, 
of course, restricted by numerous prohibi- 
tions against instigating violence, "dirty" 
fighting, bullying, blustering, and so on. Yet 
even if the show of violence is carefully 
hedged in by both children and adults 
throughout our society, there is a persistent 
support for aggression which manifests it- 
self in the derogatory connotations of labels 
such as "sissy" or "fag." 18 

In short, we are arguing that the delin- 
quent may not stand as an alien in the 
body of society but may represent instead 
a disturbing reflection or a caricature. His 
vocabulary is different, to be sure, but 
kicks, big-time spending, and rep have im- 
mediate counterparts in the value system 
of the law-abiding. The delinquent has 
picked up and emphasized one part of the 
dominant value system, namely, the sub- 
terranean values that coexist with other, 
publicly proclaimed values possessing a 
more respectable air. These substerranean 
values, similar in many ways to the values 
Veblen ascribed to a leisure class, bind the 
delinquent to the society whose laws he 
violates. And we suspect that this sharing 
of values, this bond with the larger social 
order, facilitates the frequently observed 
"reformation" of delinquents with the com- 

15 Daniel Bell, Work and Its Discontents, Boston: 
Beacon Press, 1956. Ely Chinoy, Automobile Work- 
ers and the American Dream, Garden City, N. Y.: 
Doubleday and Company, 1955. 

16 Leo Lowenthal, "Historical Perspectives of 
Popular Culture," in Bernard Rosenberg and David 
M. White, editors, Mass Culture: The Popular Arts 
in America, Glencoe, Ill.: The Free Press, 1957. 

17 Arthur K. Davis, "Veblen on the Decline of the 
Protestant Ethic," Social Forces, 22 (March, 1944), 
pp. 282-286. 

18 Albert Bandura and Richard Haig Walters, 
Adolescent Aggression, New York: Ronald Press, 
1959, ch. 3. 
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ing of adult status.19 To the objection that 
much juvenile behavior other than simply 
delinquent behavior would then be analyzed 
as an extension of the adult world rather 
than as a product of a distinct adolescent 
subculture we can only answer that this is 
precisely our thesis. 

DELINQUENCY AND SOCIAL CLASS 

The persistence of the assumption that 
the juvenile delinquent must deviate from 
the law-abiding in his values as well as in 
his behavior can be traced in part, we sus- 
pect, to the large number of studies that 
have indicated that delinquents are dis- 
proportionately represented in the lower 
classes. In earlier years it was not too 
difficult to believe that the lower classes 
were set off from their social superiors in 
most attributes, including "immorality," and 
that this taint produced delinquent be- 
havior. Writers of more recent vintage have 
avoided this reassuring error, but, still hold- 
ing to the belief that delinquency is pre- 
dominantly a lower class phenomenon, have 
continued to look for features peculiar to 
certain segments of the lower class that 
would create values at variance with those 
of the rest of society and which would foster 
delinquency. 

Some criminologists, however, have long 
expressed doubts about the validity of the 
statistics on delinquency and have sug- 
gested that if all the facts were at hand the 
delinquency rate of the lower classes and 
the classes above them would be found 
to be far less divergent than they now 
appear.20 Preferential treatment by the 
police and the courts and better and more 
varied means for handling the offender may 
have led us to underestimate seriously the 
extent to which juvenile delinquency crops 
up in what are euphemistically termed 
"relatively privileged homes." 

Given the present state of data in this 
field, it is probably impossible to come to 
any firm conclusion on this issue. One thing, 
however, seems fairly clear: juvenile delin- 

quency does occur frequently in the middle 
and upper classes and recent studies show 
more delinquency in these groups than have 
studies in the past. We might interpret this 
as showing that our research methods have 
improved or that "white-collar" delinquency 
is increasing-or possibly both. But in any 
event, the existence of juvenile delinquency 
in the middle and upper classes poses a 
serious problem for theories which depend 
on status deprivation, social disorganization, 
and similar explanatory variables. One solu- 
tion has been to change horses in the middle 
of the stratification system, as it were, shift- 
ing from social environment to personality 
disturbances as the causative factor as one 
moves up the social ladder. Future research 
may prove that this shift is necessary. Since 
juvenile delinquency does not appear to be 
a unitary phenomenon we might expect that 
no one theoretical approach will be adequate. 
To speak of juvenile delinquency in general, 
as we have done in this paper, should not 
obscure the fact that there are different 
types of delinquency and the differences 
among them cannot be ignored. Yet it seems 
worthwhile to pursue the idea that some 
forms of juvenile delinquency-and possi- 
bly the most frequent-have a common 
sociological basis regardless of the class 
level at which they appear. 

One such basis is offered, we believe, by 
our argument that the values lying behind 
much delinquent behavior are the values 
of a leisure class. All adolescents at all class 
levels are to some extent members of a 
leisure class, for they move in a limbo be- 
tween earlier parental domination and future 
integration with the social structure through 
the bonds of work and marriage.21 Theirs is 
an anticipatory leisure, it is true, a period 
of freedom from the demands for self-sup- 
port which allows room for the schooling 
enabling them to enter the world of work. 
They thus enjoy a temporary leisure by 
sufferance rather than by virtue of a per- 
manent aristocratic right. Yet the leisure 
status of adolescents, modified though it 

19 See, for example, William McCord, Joan Mc- 
Cord and Irving K. Zola, Origins of Crime, New 
York: Columbia University Press, 1959, p. 21. 

20 Milton L. Barron, The JAvenile in Delinquent 
Society, New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1954. 

21 Reuel Denney, The Astonished Muse, Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1957. See also Barbara 
Wooton, Social Science and Social Pathology, New 
York: Macmillan, 1959; Arthur L. Porterfield, 
Youth in Trouble, Austin, Tex.: Leo Potishman 
Foundation, 1946. 
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may be by the discipline of school and the 
lack of wealth, places them in relationship 
to the social structure in a manner similar to 
that of an elite which consumes without pro- 
ducing. In this situation, disdain of work, 
an emphasis on personal qualities rather 
than technical skills, and a stress on the 
manner and extent of consumption all can 
flourish. Insofar, then, as these values do 
lie behind delinquency, we could expect de- 
linquent behavior to be prevalent among 
all adolescents rather than confined to the 
lower class. 

CONCLUSION 

This theory concerning the role of leisure 
in juvenile delinquency leaves unsolved, of 
course, a number of problems. First, there 
is the question why some adolescents con- 
vert subterranean values into seriously devi- 
ant behavior while other do not. Even if 
it is granted that many adolescents are far 
more deviant in their behavior than official 
records would indicate, it is clear that there 
are degrees of delinquency and types of 
delinquency. This variation cannot be ex- 
plained simply on the basis of exposure to 
leisure. It is possible that leisure values are 
typically converted into delinquent behavior 
when such values are coupled with frustra- 
tions and resentments. (This is more than a 
matter of being deprived in socio-economic 
terms.) If this is so, if the delinquent is a 
sort of soured sportsman, neither leisure nor 
deprivation will be sufficient by itself as 

an explanatory variable. This would appear 
to be in accordance with the present em- 
pirical observations in th , field. Second, we 
need to know a good deal more about the 
distribution of leisure among adolescents 
and its impact on their value systems. We 
have assumed that adolescents are in general 
leisured, i.e., free from the demands for 
self-support, but school drop-outs, the con- 
version of school :nto a tightly disciplined 
and time-consuming preparation for a 
career, the facilities for leisure as opposed 
to mere idleness will all probably have their 
effect. We suspect that two variables are 
of vital importance in this area: (a) the ex- 
tent of identification with adult symbols of 
work, such as the father; and (b) the extent 
to which the school is seen as providing 
roles to enhance the ego, both now and in 
the future, rather than as an oppressive and 
dreary marking of time. 

We conclude that the explanation of 
juvenile delinquency may be clarified by 
exploring the delinquent's similarity to the 
society that produced him rather than his 
dissimilarity. If his values are the subter- 
ranean values of a society that is placing 
increasing emphasis on leisure, we may 
throw new light on Taft's comment that the 
basic values in our culture are accepted by 
both the delinquent and the larger society 
of which he is a part.22 

22 Donald R. Taft, Criminology, New York: 
Macmillan, 1950. 
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