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PREFACE
F
A very large number of collzagues have helped me in the pre-
paration of this sook. In parricular [ wisk to thank Glyn Burgess,
Klaus-Dietzich Fischer, Tonathan Foster, Margaret Gibson, the late
Harald Hall, Richard Hitcheock, Derek Lomax, Nigel Vincent, Max
Wheeler, the patient siaff of the Inter-Liorary Loan Office of Liverposl
University Library, and the many members of tolerent audisnces that
have commented on one (or mere) of the aineteen conference papers
deliverad since 1974 to test the ideas elshorsted in this book, [em also
very grateful to Sendis Murphy for typing the manuscript,

Livarpool, February 1982

INTRODUCTION

This book sxamines the implications of a singls hypothesis: that
“Latin®, s we hsve known it for the last thousand vears, is ac invention
of the Carclingian Renaissance,

At first sight, tis idea may seem eccentric. Latin s, after o
definition, the speech used in the Roman Em pire, and written Latin, at
least, seems to have been essentially the same ever since. The normal
modern view of the medieval period has been that, broadly speasing,
the educated spoke Latin znd everybody else spoke whatever vernzoular
wig norme! in their community: that Latin remzined e same, and
vernacular existed alongside it

When zpplied o corumunities in which the vernacular was some
verlety of Old Romance, this established theory does not azpeal to the
histerical lnpuist, Old Romance i & chronological development from
the Latin of the Roman Empire, anc it is not 2 priew likely that any
variety of language can stand still for a millennium in one narf of the
compunity while the rest of that comemunity graduaily svolves the
vernazular in the normal manner. All languages change; that seems o be
ar empirical fact, What the histordecal linguist prefess 1o, envisage in
Romance commonities is marely that over the yesrs the snoken
languags developed in different ways in different placss, without any
pockets of totzl resistance, uniil eveniually the different arsas of the
Uld Fomance world evolved their varistes of speech so much that
orthegraphical reforms had to he undertaken,

The prablem with this view is that it apparencly conflicts with
documentary evidence. Writtan Latin from evarv. century survives on
manusgiipt, Inoand after the twellth-coantury Renaissance, thers can be
ne coudt that Latin waes taught, learnt, read, written, and at Hmes
spoken, as a conceptually distinet lenguage from medisval Catalan,
Portuguese, Sicilian, erc. At thet point there sre two languages in any
one literate Romance community, Latin and the loczl vernacular. A
thousard years earlier, within the Roman Empire, there hed besn ane

ix
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mtraduetion

Romanece Philology, of historical linguistics, and of madieval European
histary. This book attempts to cover all these aspects insofar as they
relate to the central theme, but no individual section claims to be a
complete study of its subject. The focus is maintained on the relation-
ship between Latin and Romance. For the sake of space, not all the
Romance ares will be investigated in detail in this volums, Spain will
take the centre of the stage for the latter part of this book: it is there
that' the thecry requires the greatest reevaiuation of accepted views.
The Roman liturgy orly came to Spain {outside Catzlonia) in 1080
A.D., some three centuries after its promulgation in France, and came
to be used generally orly in the thirteenth century, If Medieval Latin
was indeed invented for use initially only with the reformed Roman
lirurgy, it should not have existed in Spain before that date. Various
areas of early mecieval Spain (Visigothic Spain, Maslem Spain, Laén,
the Rinja) produced extensive writing in what is at first glance “Latin':
it Is proposed here that the texts are compatible with the hypothesi
that their orginstors spoke Old Spanish and thet the fexts are the
written modes of that Old Spanish, It tumns out that established facts
{as opposed to accepted wisdom) concerning Spanish culture from
c.600 to c.250 are not incompatible with the perspective proposad
here, anc in EMEM__ cases are explained, more satisfactorily than they
have been hitherta, by the theory that Medieva] Latin was in Spain 2
revoluticnary innovation after 1080 rather than a miraculoes suevival
from the very distant past.

xif

.

LATE LATIN, EARLY ROMANCE AND
HISTORICAL LINGUISTICS

The Traditienal View
A widely accepted theery concerning Late Latin and Farly
Ramancs is thet both cosxisted as spoken languages during the centuriss
betwesn the end of the Roman Empire-and the twelfth-century Re-
naissance’. The evidence for this is supposed to be both textusl and
philological, The textual evidsnce, of the surviving written works of this
period, will be considersd in the next chapter, The philological and
dnguistic evidence will be considerad in this chaptar,
This “two-ncom™ theory s phrased in different wavs. The
commen fagtor is that scholars consides, sreadly speaking, that through-
out these years thers is a significant distinetion thal can be made
betwsen the speech of the educated, who spoke some kind of “Latin™,
and the speech of the uneducated, who spoke their local evolved verna-
cular, The following representative quotations, here preseatad in
chrenolegical arder, show how entrenchad this belisr kas became,
Iice (1909: 7). discussing postulated loanwords from educsled
Letin into the vernacular, stated simply that: )
The forms of early O1d French loenwords prove bevand zli doubt
thet & conservative form of langusge, based on the spelling of the
limé and on oral tradition, must have existed in both the saventh
and zighth centurics,

Menéndez Pidal {1926: para.109) dsclared flatly thas;
Latin was in the sarly centuries ... the languzge of elevated
comimmication tetwesn all educated pezople; it was thus the
only, or 2t least the main, norm of good spesch, Romance was
merely colloguial; enly the uneducared had Fomance es cheir sole
means of expression, (My cranslation)

1. This chapler draws on previous published work of mine; in pactic
1976a, 1976k, and 1987,
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Middle Ages, if only becauss thers it is, incentrovertibly, in the Later
Middis Ages, allied to (i) the discovery, wellargued and by now in.
dispulsble, that many of the linguistic developments from Imperial
Latin to Romance began long before the end of the Roman Empire, A
few scholars have briefly rebelled against this idea; e g, Janson (1979:
13}, “Proto-Romance is Latin and Latin is Proto-Romence™; ; but the
implications of this identification have yet to be explored.

Learndd Vocabulary

Arcund the turn of this century, philological attention was
turning to words borrowsd from Latin into French; Berger’s study
(1299) beean a trend taken up by ez, Pass (190%). Words taken into
0ld French from Latin in the Middle Agzes are often identifiahlz be-
cause they have not evolved phonetically in the way that a comparable
“popular™ form would heve done; a standard example is Fr. fragile,
borrowed from Latin, with the g representing a consonant, as opposed
to OVFr frafle (Mod, fréle), a popularly evalved lomm with the -ag-
group repwarly simplified to - without a consonant {op. MAGISTER
= maltre}, The sarliest French texts writlen in an orthography that
attemptzs to correspond to the evolved phonetic forms are s2t down in
the ninth centuary, at which point the coexistence in Frince of two
ways of wiiting and pronouncing o word can be regarded as ssteblished
inowledge, This distinction between Latin and Romance was at thac
tims assumead not Lo be something new in the ninth century but to have
been in existence for many centuriss already. Yet we know anvway
that the pronunciation of Latin was reformed in ¢.800 A.D.; the sys-
tematic learndd-uneduceted distinction, in phonetics as in orthogranhy,
can only be regarded as surely attested with the Strasbourg Oaths
(842} The discovery of “learntd” vocabulsry was o real discovery but
the conclusion thst these unevolved “Latinste’ forms had existed
such & form in anvone's speech before the ninth century was logically
unwarranted. When, Le Coultre made an acute snalysis of Alouin’s De
Orehograpfiz in 1905, he claimed that Alcuin was descobing Latin as
traditionally spoken, and rever considered the idea that this official

“Latin® pronunciition might have been something new that hed not
existed in France previously,

Despile the uncertain basis of the arpument, the sppasedly
proven existence of unsvolved archaizing lsarnéd pronunciation, in che
vears between the Roman Empire E& the emgrgence of written
Romance in new spelling systems, came to be trezted in Romance
philology as established fact, This sssumption had the consequence thet

A

T

The idensification of the “Legrndd " Word 3

any word which sesmed not to have svolved snough, according o the
discoverable regularities of sound change, becams & candidzte for being
described, on this svidence alone, as a “learnéd™ word, Whereupon the
existence of such an educared unsvelved layer of zhonetics in pre-
Carolinglan Romance came to be seen as apparent confirmation of the
two-norm theory, Ths argument is thus circular: che theory of learned
vocabulary depends on the Latinats layer, and che theory of u Latinate
layer largely depends on the learnéd forms,

Yet the historical and textus] evidence (to be examined in sub-
sequent chaprers) is compatible with a simpler hypothesis: that this
Latinate pronunciztion norm, which gave each written latter a seozrate
sound, was established in a Romance commurity for the first time by
the Caralingian Reforms of 2,800 4.0, It is worth looking to see if the

philolegical cata that are supposed Lo support the two-norm theory can
b mH__“__Eumm inn other ways with the procedurss of historical linguistic
Il s, the existence of borrowings [rom Latin can be ac pred as
piausisle only after the advent of the new *Latinate” pronuncistion
into any comrmunity. The traditional theory can be thes supported for
the vears after 800 in France and 1080 in Spain, but words contaiiing
“Lalinave™ phonetic faatures cannot be repardsd us evidence of the
“Latin® social dialect in preceding centuries. The cireolarty of the
tracitional argumsnt can thus be hroxen, snd the hypothesis ndvanced
that the only spesch styles that existzd in any Romanes COmMmILNity
before thess rsforms belonged 1o the evolving Old Romanes vernacular
of that community, and nothing elss.

The [dentific: cion of the “Learndd” Word

The words treditionally jdentified s “lzarnéd™ are those that
appear to be exceptions to the general repularities of phonetic change:
they have not evolved 23 much as phonetically analogous wards usually
did, and the view Is penerally neld that this it specifically due to the
predeminant use of these words by the educated clesses in society, who
used “Letin®™ rather thar Romance, For example, the original con-
sofiant cluster W8- usuaily loses the [n]: MENSAM > S52. mesa, MENSEM
= Bgomes, The [n], however, is still there in the descendenss of PENSD
in ity sense of to “think™; Sp. pierss, Ital. pensa, Fr. pense, ez, Simi-
larly, philologizal orthodoxy states that words beginning criginally with
FL- palatalize In Spanish into [£]: FLAMMAM > lama. The [fl-] is still
tnsre, lrowever, in fTor, from FLOREM ., Spanish pienso znd for, there-

ters, regularly feature on the lists of learnéd vocabulary sich as thet in
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& Late Latin, Barly Romance gnd Historical Linguistics

and the active intellectuals, supposadly responsibla for rapid evolution
and varnaculzr speach habics, are the same people,

This confusion is heightened oy vet & third belisf, that remote
illiterate dizlects ere usually more archaic in their speech than the
educated norm. Some scholars seem Lo have quite cheerfully believed
this ar the same time as the fwo-norm theory, which = based on the
contrary sssumption, that che sducated élite ars usually more archaic
it their speech than the iliterate rustics, Thers are, of course, archaic
features preserved in some rustic dialects. There are, of course, also
evolvad features atrested only in rustic dialects, Neither case seems to
supgest to modern linpuists that there is eny link at all either way
betwesn comparative literacy and comparative archaism of spesch in
different geogrephical areas.

Scholars have avoided the problems caused by these mutuslly
incompatinle assumptions partly by vagueness, m..m.:_.u__, by ignodng them,
but also by ssparzting differsnt geographical areas into differsnt study
areas. There is, therefore, no problem about having the svolution of
CANTO > chante described as “regular” in one place and that of CANTO
= cgnto Gesoribed as “ragular™ in another; different places are said to
have different languages, even in the sixth century, What has besn
definitely regarded as a problem, however, given this peographical slant
on the guestion of regularity, is the coexistence in the same place of
apparently different develepments from the same kind of elymon.
Chante is no problam to the philologist who is only considering CARNTO
> canto in Castile; but the different Castilian development of =
different word in the same place, such as CATTUM 2 gato, i3 considered
problematic, “sporadic”, “irregular™.

Statistical Regularity

Omee the decision had been taken (subgonsciousiy, in the main)
that il was sensible Lo paresl out the field of Romance Philology into
geographical units of srudy, the decision concerning which develop-
ments are o beregarded as “ragular™ was normaily made on a statistical
besis, Concerning the development in Spain of initial CA-, for examnple,
130 medieval entriss in Corominas” briefer etvmological dictionary
{19&1) show no chanpe — e.p. CAPRAM > cabra, CAPUT = cabo, CAF-
TALEM > coudal, CASTELLUM > casrifla, Greek wara > cads, elo, —
whereas 20 entries show the development of inital [ka] to [ga]; gato
< CATTUM, galdpagn < *CALAPACCUM, pomells < CAMELLAM (op.
B. Lofstedt 1959 52.3), guniuzy <5 CAMOCEM , gafiote formed off cafia,
gorapiffay < *CARPINIARE, garruche << cgrrucha, garia << *CALUGINEM ,

Srafistical Rewulodty G

gorlln < *CARULLAM, garzg < Cellic "KARKIa, pavilla formed off
CAVUM, gazmoilo formed off CADMIA, gezpecho perhaps formed off
CASPA, gazuza (ormed off cazer, gomarra Tomed off cAMUM. (There
are also several Arsbisms: pafr < gafa, guse <2 qaz, gabdn < gahi,
garrafa <7 qardb, gaznare < *ganndt, Arabizms do not aiweys have this
effsct: s.p. alodzar, aloalde, cadi, cadozo, candily The lztter develop-
ment, of [ka] > [ga], is thus guite widespread,

The voicing of [ka] 1o {ga] is statistically more comman if the
[x2] iz preceded by a vowel: e, VACARE > vagar, PACANT = pagan,
SECAT > siegm, etc. These statistics are awlowerd 1o assess in view of the
numier of distinet morphologics? forms that might or might not be
included, but it seems rezsonable 1o suggest that taking all positions into
zccount [ga] < [kz] might be 45 commen as [ka] unchanged; howsver,
the regularity isusually assessed {for good ressons) on the besis of word.
pasition and phonetic environment, and there i no doubt that statisti-
cally in standard Castilian Spanisk it is “regular” for word-initial [ka-]
not to changs and for post-vocalic [-ka] to voice to [-ga]. In this way,
for purely statistical reasons, cantan and siega zre both said to develop
“regularly”, even though they develop differently, whereas guie, st
anc eg, focg <PHOCA, are “exceptions™ to b explained in some further
way, despite the same results baing “reguler” in siege and candan respec-
tivaly, (Foca is & fificenth-century borcowing from educated Latin)

CANTO = canto is 2 statigtically “reguler” result in every re-
spect. CA > ca is regular; NT- > -ni- I3 “regular”, once we regard the
normul development of NTI + vowel > -z ([ntj > ns>ma]) 25 2
separate case (e.g. CANTIONEM > cancidn); 0 = -0 in the first psrson
singular is “regular”, once we frame 1 separste rule for monosyvilesles
(SUM > sop, STO 2 estoy, VADO > vey, DO > doyv). Cenve is thus
“reguiar” vernacular, not ascrived to “Latinsts” speakers, despite the
fact that it is for practicsl purposes phonemically and phonetically the
samz a8 the Latin CaNTO, Accordingly, mere similarity to the Latin is
rot e criterion for being thought a learndd word whose recardation is
attriculazle to educatad use; the criterion is that of areater similarity o
the Latin than to words svolved from phorstically analogous arigins.
FPiengs <7 PENSO, for sxample, is said to be “zulto”, even though the
stressed [e] has diphthongized in the vernacular manner; it is statisti-
cally more common for the -¥- to disappear from NS-, as n mesg <
MENSAM | fese < TENSAM, ete, with the rssult that pienso, although 3t
hes evoived a non-Latinate dightheng, & offScially o leaméd word, and
cants, elthough it has hardly evolved at afl, is allowed to have axisted
i1 the vernacuiar,
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i2 Late Latin, Barly Romance and Historica! Linglistios

iz no more a peneric concepl than ¥ “man” or “fish™; hombre <
HOMINEM and per < PISCEM sre hardly Latinate, Fleco is also de-
veloped fo 4 greater extent than the vernsoular regularity would
foresee: FLOCCUN == flueco i3 fair enough, but flusce = fleco, phono-
tactically explicabls through the awkwardness of [[Twe], is aver-evalved,
Were this really a word confined to the supposedly archaizing lirerate,
#flooo would seem more consistent. Maikisl, howsver, “granted in
principle the existence of a significant learnéd transmission of these
clusters™ (1963-64; 1577, so even when the attribution of learnédness is
as statistically dubious as it is with /- Malkiel felt unable to dispurte it

One voice has besn raised against it, Badfa Margasit (1972) has
diffidently declared his belief that the 4] was a late evolution, and that
such obviously non-dearnéd words es olgro <0 CLARUM were either
words that had not succumbed by the time of standardizaiion in the
late thirteenth century or words borrowed from a non-Castilian dizlect
{since PL-, CL- > [4] iz exclusively Castilian). Badfs’s suggestion has
heen ipnored, even by the scholar in whose honour it was offered,
Therz are many such cases in which a reconzideration of the statistical
basizs of the attribution of “regularity™ shows that a form might as
plzusibly e considersd “regular™ as “irrsgular”, and in which any
postulated “rules™ have many exceptions.

It is not the intention hers to explain ali such variations, but in
the case of flor it can be simply done along tradicional lines, Even if we
aczept FL- 2> [4] as the “rule”, we can make fMor “‘regular™ by adding a
rider that the palztzlization never operated in such & way as to produce
monesylizhles, As a statement of fact, it s true that in Castilian there
are no monosillables beginning with [4] and there probably nevese have
peen, Latin 1LLOS, for example, palatalized 1o elles [efos] in tonic
positions, sut reduced to fos racher than *fos in atonic positions; this
supgests Lhere was a distzste for such'a form, even peshaps 4 morpheme
structure rule. Being monosyllabic is scceptable as a respectabls con-
ditjoning fector for chenge; lor example, the retention of fins] nasal
conzonants is confined to monesyllables (QUEM 2> guien, CUM = con,
but NUMQUAM > munca). Had Menéndez Pidal includad thiz rider, the
idea thet only the educated were moral or gensric enough to talic abous
Howers would not have needed to dse, [tis notmy purpose hese to claim
£ heve explained fJor by this rider, for there seems to ms to be nothing
to explain, but the possibility of such an explanation is an example of
the way in which, if we wisk them to, irregular forms can be made
“ragular” by @ stroke of the lsgislative pen, The sssignation of regularity
or irregularity is not elways a simple process or even a maaningful one,

Statistical Regularicy 13

The supposedly anomaious forms, such as pienso and for, have
thus coly been identified as such on the basis of the prior establishment
of the “rules”, In Spain, the rulss were engraved on tablets of stone
under the title of Munual de Gramdrica Histdrica Espafiola (Menéndez
Pidal 1904): Any recaleitrance to those rules becarme a sufficient resson
for ths word in guestion to be placed among the ranks of “cultismos™
or “semicuitismos”, leaméd words confined to or influenced by the
“Latinate™ élite. This attribution could be taken to extremes. The case
of engendrar, for exemgple, takes the theory of “cultismo™ into the
reglms of mild absurdity. Latin INGENERARE has undergone at least
sight identifishly “regular” sound changes in its development to
Modern Spanish engendrar, viz: the change of the initial “short™ [i] 1o
[e]; the loss of the internal atonic [e]; the subssquent insertion of a
[d], which is lsgitimately regardable as “regular®, for the [ar] cluster
was unsteble in Ol¢ Spanish (it sometimes survived {honmg), sometimes
reversed {GENERUM, > yerno}, but often acquired the [2], as in the
future forms of power and rener, pondré, femdré {which coexisted in O,
Sp. with porné, rerné) ); the loss of the final [2] in approximately the
twelfth century; the change of Latin [g] to 014 Spanish [d3] before =
front vowe! (as in Modern lzlizn genero); the deaffrication of the [d3]
te [3] in the late Middle Ages; the unvoicing of the [3] to [] in the
Renaissance period; the sabsequent backing of this voicelass frieative ta
[x]. It might thus be thought to be not ocbviously an archaizing
Latinzte form, But the theory was held that in 0id Szanish the alfrizats
{dz] ought to have beer reduced to a palatal [j] before 2 fron: vowsl,
g indesd happened in eg. GELUM > hiefo, GERMANUM > lekmang =
Agrman, GENERUM 2 Meruo; nor da the forms with stress on the stem
diphthongize {engendra, not *engiendra). As & result, engendrar is
stigmatized asbeing retarded and learnédd {cp, Bustos Tovar, 1974 444,
This muy not be justifisd. There arz no cases at all that [ can see of
Latin ¥GE- becoming [nje] ina pretonic syllehle; hielo and yverne have
tonie vowsls that diphthongized anvway, and the instability of the
pretonic [i] in the rransient [fermano] — which was never the standard
form, scon becoming Sp. hermano {and Port. dmis) — i another
symptom of the medisval Castilizn tendency 1 have discussed elsewhere
to avoid diphthengs in prewdnic position (Wrght 1976c) 1t is haré 1o
be certzin, but there seem to have been only three casss of NGE- >
[nje] even in 1 Latin tanic syllable: quinientos < QUINGENTOS, 0.5z,
punnienle < PUNGENTEM, cinfentes < CINGENTES (disregarding affixes
such as in twfende < TANGENDO; Menéndez Pical 1926: parz49). In
additicn, there is in INGENERARE the morpheme boundary after 09,
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16 Late Latin, Early Rowmance and Historical Linguivtics

If ther, for some resson, speakers prefer not to develop a ward
i the same way as most analogous words, there s rarely a synchronic
rzason for it net to remain unchenged, As the next ssction shows, there
iz reason to suppose that some words are |ess amenable 1o a change than
ere others, for reasons that are at times discernible but do not normally
have anything at all te do with the relative literacy of different strate
of society.

Lexical Diffusion

Wang’s 1969 articls arose from the problems that can confront u
word that is being subjected fo two changes at the same time; if the
changes sre incompatible — for example, if the application of each
charge removes the condition for the other — it is impassible, with the
best wiil in the world, for a word to evolve in a repular way. A Ro-
manca example is Latin IDMPIDUM “‘clear, attractive® = Spanish Smpio
“clean®™, fndo “preciy™. Unless Corominas (1954-57) and Dworkin
{1978: &a07) were right in thinking that Spanish fndo descends from
LEGITIMUM®, — in Portuguess Bndo the case is stronger — we can see
that both result from “regular™ changes; betwsen two unstressed
vowels, [d] regularly disappezrs — ep. tibio < TEPDUM, recio <
RIGIDUM; betwesn two consonanis it is regular for atonic {i] 1o
disappesr — cp. linde <7 LDMITEM . — snd if three consonants thereby
cluster the middle one disappears and the others assimilate — cp. onee
<. UNDECIM . Limpio is the result of the first change, which removes the
second consonan:, with the consequence that the conditions for the
second change do nov apply: fnde is the result of the second changs,
which removes the vowel, with the consequence that the conditions for
the first changs do not apply. The two words share the semantic
content of IIMPIDUM in a sensible manner, and the incompatibility is
rescived.

This general idea (with Chinese evidence, in the main) lad Wang
to consider whether some morphemes are more keen to change than

4, Coraminas decidsd that the stresgsed [i] of LIMPIDUM “ought'™ 1o hawe
opened ta 2], despics the indisputable provenance of fmpie from LIMPIDUR,
the evidence of the exact opposite in fibio < TEFIDUM, énd the form lnde
from LIMITEM, LEGITIMUM > lirdo involves several unattested and delba-
table steps, and we would expect to find many Medieval variasnts (ep, MET-
TPSIMIMM == smelsmo, mepmo, misme, etsy, which wa fnd in Poctuguess but
not in Spanish, Dworkin remarked (wronglv).that “most Hispanists reject the
equetion LIMPIDU = fnde™; phonetically this etymon i still surely the mast
fikaly, but the Spanish semancies may well hove been wffected by LEGITIMUM
ot its Portuguese descendants, and the form of Pig. fiede may have been
affected by Sp. lindo,

Lexioal DRffusion 17

otaers, The traditional theory of sound change nssumed thar ¢
progress of 2 change operated the seme way g1 the same time in avary
relevant word, but this wes never more than an essumzticn; & simple
00K st changes in progress has shown without any doubr that often,
perbaps always, soms relevant morphemss underpo a change before
others®, 17 this is true, 25 it seems to be, then the problem of accounting
for “archaic™ unevolved forms that survive inspeech could be redefinzble
as the problem of deciding why certain words should find themseives at
Lie beginning, and others at the end, of the queus for the application of
that change, If the chenge fails to reach every item, those 2t the ead of
e queue will be left unaltered, snd zs we sew in the Jast section thers
are unliksly to be drezdful phonological consequences of this.
The idea of a queus has subsequently been slevaed into a
thearetical school, that of “Lexicel Diffusion™ Chen atiacked those
whe use “dialect borrowing” as a panacea for any proslem; he sointed
oul (19732 452) “the inadequacy, hoth methodological and *.H.Em_, of
a fazgile recourse to intsrdizlectal berrowing as an ‘explaration’ of
reegular sound changes,” This recourse s at lzast feasinle if the dizlects
concerned are indisputably known te exist; nventing hypothetical
dizlects from which to borrow otherwise inexplicazle forms, such as
rveming @ spoken Lalin distines from Early Romence in Early Medi-
eval Europe, would szem even less adequate as a way of shunting asid
cases of ostersibly insufficient evelution, Chen and Wang then joined
forces 12 attack the treditional praference for ignoring exceptions
(1975: 2568y
The neagrammarians wers vightly perceptive of the siznificance of
the over-ali regulariy of shonologics| processss, since there wes
Lo a-pricri rsason why sound laws should operate with such re-
markzble uniformity ... the neogrammarian: often Blamed rhs
exceplicns on such culprits as clalect mixture and analogy, Cross-
dialectal inte:ferences are certzinly present in most real lineuiscip
situations; but more often than not, lingoists have used dialect

mixtiee as an excuss for not sroducing evidence of a substantive
naturs,

This thecry now has an established place within historical
Linguistics; most scholas, including many specialists in dialzctalogy,
accept thet sound change in practice often affects some words lace:

n others. “For dialectologists, the theory of Lexical Diffusion is
credible i a way that the structuralist and penerativist hypotheses are

5. in 1%80 BERC Engiish, the [a] =={w] changs that seeres to he slowly ocourring
s@gma to hava affected the morpheme frans {[ueas]] but not plans fIplamed iz
hence rrensplany aften has two different vowals {[{rensplam )l
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20 Late Latin, Early Remance and Historical Linguisties

undoubtedly existad earlier; for example, it appears (spelt MEOLARE}
in a delighttul st of animal noises compiled in tenth- or tweifth-century
Moslem Toledo (Castro 1936; Dinz v Diaz [976b: 154). Sach stiictly
enomatepoeic words may scem o have a grester motive for recalel
trance than the psychological phenaesthesia of swerve; neither would
nave sufficisnt strength to resist the steamroiler effect of the nec
grammarian sound laws, but both can be seen as plausible reasons for
the words concerned being further 1o the back of a diffusion queue
thar other words unaffected by such considerations,

Archaismm and reluctance to change is not the only conseguerce
that has besn envisagad for phonassthetic considerations; Malkisl
{15800} fies even suggssted, tongue apparency not in cheek, that the
axcassive assimilation in the opening of the initial vewsl of Sp. marevilla
< MIRABILIA, where the most clossd Latin vowel, [1], became the most
open Spanish vowel, [al, is due to what he calls “phoncsymboism™;
mervels leave cheir witnesses open-mouthed. Any explanation is perhaps
hetter than none! Sound symbolism is taken &y Samusls further than it
might be thought plausible to take i, but if all we are looking for are
the reasons for the order within a queue ws already have reasons to
telieve exists, even the most minor considerations might turn out 10 be
relevant.

Homonymy

a) Clash

Romance philclogy made eone of jts rare contributlions Lo
linguistic theory when the dialect geogrsphers proposed that some
strangs phenomena could bs attributed to & desire 1o avoid homo-
rvmic clash, Whea two words are destined te become indistinpuishable
i the ordinary evolutions were to ogour, it often happens that one or
both of the words either disappsars or evaolves in an unpredictasls
manner, The standard and original exsmple concerns Gascon farmyards,
whare CATTUS “cat® and GALLUS “‘cock’™ wers both destined 1o lead
to Gascon gat; but that form is now confined to “eat”, with the “cock™
being referred to with a variety of different words entirely {cp, Ulimann
1967: chap.7). Such cases of the disappesrance of one of the lexical
units are sufficizntly well attested for homeonymy to be plausibly
offered as the rsason. Within Spanish, this is visible in such cases as AUT
>0, UBl >0 > @ BT >y, Bl >y > @, FENUCULUM 2= fiinofo, GENU-
CULUN > hingfo > @ {except in the unambiguous phrase de hinajos,
“on one’s knees'), Unl has bean replaced by donde </ DEUNDE, BT by

Homenname s Clash 21

¥ rodille <2 ROTAM + the diminu-

allf <0 AD ILLIC, and GENUCULUM
tive (. ROTAM > rueda “wheel™),

It has been cocasionally azgued that prospective homonyioy s 2
reason tor lack of evolution, on the sssumption thar this prospest could
e suificient to keep the word back in the first place. But it has in the
event praved difficult to find incentrovertihle examples in which s
homonymic clash has prevented a change from heppening at all,
Speakers cannot foreses a clash before it arrives, nor hear it until it has
neen uttered. The above Spanish exzmples in fact conficm that zl-
though homonymice closh can lead to subssquent readijustments, they
de ot regularly prevent the development that caused i, There was, for
instance, no particuliar reason in the first place for the loss of the incer-
vocalic [b] of UBL or @1, the development that precipitared the clashes
with AUT ard ET; [be] survives more often than not {og, mbie <
SUBIRE, fgbg <FABAM). ET 2y is a similariy unusual change, since [i]
= [e] is commener than the reverse, The loss of the aspirzrion in
FENUCULUM > finofo 2= hinojo was isclztive, for [h] does not exist in
Standard Modern Castilian end the word could not therefore survive a5
such, but strengthening to [f] might have been a way of sscaze,
Vincent hes argued, in a briel but brilliant study,
casas the sound changes concerned weve not stopped in time to halt the
ergalion of the patholegical state, all the traditional examples of homa-
fymic ciash are “counter-examples to the view that sound change is
izsslf directly teleological’’ (1978; 41&), The clash & on us before it is
foreseen, In ancther influentizl study, Andersen concluded that tals.
clegy i acezptable as a “teleology of function” rather chan a “releclogy
of purpose™ [1973: 789}, bu: the point cannct be hidden: scung
changes do net ocour because the speakars have a positive desire to
arrive ot their destipation, even if they somstimss ccour begauss
speakers have a negative dasire to lsave their sterting-point, [7 the desice
to gvold clash were as strong &8 [0 hies sometimes heen sresznlec,
TLAMMAS, for instance, would Lave {ollewed its phonzric anzlopues
and survived 25 Tarmas in Spanish, since Jamay <5 CLAMAS los becoims
an exact homonym ter Jamar <5 FLAMMAS.

This s unfortunace for cur desive to explain why soms wards go
1o the bazk of the gueue for a sound change; an initially promising and
treditionally trumpeted cause céldbre turns out to be little more then &
damyp squib. However, ooz of the diffusion thenrists has considarad this
question. Although he sgrees with Vincent, that “hemophony-inducing
sound-changes will cawse compensziory mechanisms 1o develop | .7
subsequently, Lyovin {19770 132) also suggests from his own evidence

at since in such




{695 T) B 838 DTTOD 108 Hat- Ot
AT} AUIELA BICWEY 295 ‘gsauoa] Jod eqndaolad ag peapul pooe GoTled
-u03 ol G5 [saucfox] pur [ssuowod] ypoq uaald aady PIRGs SSAUCET PLO Ul
SEMOTTON A 995 " 50T W7 sEuRde Jo [puno’ gy o4 " {[] F Sumuasand
a7 AjqEqoad 28 10 57 wile 17eds [ENOMEA TADad [Eaiselia]Ioe UR SbM ‘UQaT

3T BETIUSIIND UT AT 918 SULIOY 1od YT UT 53580 I0) 1apoll 21y 5E
SoIo& 953U G300} [EUOTHIDEID JWI0DAC Sey 1 ATSIEUNIIONI[)
-sfuporiog 1useel Aaaniedieos alsi AEENT PUE RLpEITD
Smipod Conpid NG CEU0JE (B 12 matiles 2] UL 3184 TSL0T PIATOAD SIOW
ol “amppy pue mepes fodee fppgeEindsipul pUE SNOTAGO SD ULIOY Pas[iad
sEa] o Jo ulFO0 SU) S9ERD Msal: U] CAUTAUSDd FUAML AU UT BUL P
urnp Ea Ay apEUL LOTRIISURL ATEISIY B SEa SL0ETT - amIep 1yuas)
- oy un Apgraood fume pejRompe W] Furmoniog B SEA MPRITD
amianns sweydiow ysueds Jo swiou sy o1 pasnlpe Lpuicu alam
SLISINIET] 10 SAUTpUS 2] UM 2} JSTHED UR E ([ STEDEL, ] paoiIog
Sea Gy (L WWNIPEL,, ) YSTEUT VTSR pamniio g A[Ue0sr sEa ‘a[diiexs 0]
fnipry tuiedS opUT 90UE SRSy AInjus-TITamal 213 10 [BALLIR S UEL}
1518} 31U SUI105 18 WG UE] PO 21 WoL] paaollod A[ENCIDEU0D Tsag
£ ._.Em_h_w_._. ﬂ_m._._.m_uh..m. S5a] Ay: el hmm.“u BT T EQEED |ESL1 ,._._u_ atlos CH ent]
S umngper,,) wmpnd pue (Snipel,,) cipnd (AR, ) odnd saald POLEYd
' aaedny,,) Jofy pue (Sulmq ey o} peuuos mou — Iydiy)
aoipy saald FEvoLL L ED A1SIaAg,, ) speipr A {00 e poo
saa1d WVWAQTHLYD (L LONEL} #eons pue {, W0SEaL,, ) NOIR saalE MEM
-OLIVY S, UERi,,) Cpusid PUB ( PliDa,,) opimd Mioq saall NOANOK
(uSew T,) ofsd puR (¥ung) [,.) cswald ysivedg oq seald  OSNIL
e ‘opdwexs 1o efenduE] wapold aums ) Ul SMe0n wouria
S0 FUES BU) WOJ] SIUEPUAIESD ADUWOY O] SEULIBWOSR
* 512]GNOF,, ¥ UmOIn| Ualjo a1t 12im Jo uonanpond a1 51 3asa
an1393347 2U1 ‘958D YIBD U] "[BSd §53] OU INg PIEAUCIIURRNS s53] 5] LONED

IIZMIp YOTLS 10T WSTURaail s} — JUITEaL aus UBLD JIOUN il 210M4
B — Dlow STIUSSARE B J0 3580 913 U[ IR0 @il &i0jeq aBusys o} 1EB
[ a0 1R AIOSTD WOulnIAD Tapun jaade 01 S[IRU0SERAL SL I o
DULATCIICY 12ULEE Oml JO 258D aYz U TULICT arasdjod ¢ Jo Sunrmaw
a1 jo wed 1o surduowor jo ed € o suo featsuoyd Diean 01 Burread
-de Jo 10acje AU AR UED swiol ouasdod pue swiAuciwnol Euiisia
Apeane o) ssdueyzr punos Jo uopmsldde sy oing (BurAy ysiapal
T Ajgqegoid s oswAuoweoy Jo Uolanpoad S Jo 20uBpIOAk S
£a{@o(T fo noumiay sy T g
"UETLE U] 27 BIDUS[EA
o AqEiuans pue ‘sodwie) a7 2UsiEs 0} Ajainius 1) BwBueya Aq g
. sa(ensal,, FSANOTION =) FAHOMCO WO} ISYLINT T JJUBSIE 01 JUIEL

£ sraiqnacT Jo denousd iy CduuouoH

Jo oS 3500 s i o EruEdod) AwEd P Ayl axodE alpe b (X R I T
(0T Jo e @ pasocdul] pUE Swed Ay} pRSUER Fury S (FLE 01 CTTEL) g
£ BypUEG U7 EOOSE(] B[ CUSLI[ Jud LG PRUCTIUINT ST UReT Jo NI QEINTY a1l

worad ] TUanwraIE Ak O} ST FULMEIp J0J NEWOT Heiad 0} TZREIS WE | "9

i Fulafoasal 10 Surpagial AQ jou paalol TEA wefgord ST LROTT
T WO A JO eWRu Fusspuequis sy mnoqe Bury sl o dumugd
-wea gzuBL0D) [0 SUAZID SY) JO 2FEY [AIIUFRD al: S 1AL PURY IGO0
AT U} CRqRIRTOR Wialfan, TO mOUN Ak 1R WOI] Sudpnl ‘laagmoy
faray Tensn wzyl algisnEduy see) e suaneuepdya [E10eeI WY IEER
. DRt 114 PRIEISOSSR 30 03 10U 2M[S3D A fSellDl 1ROy Ul [EngeE
Eoulaesd B CWYINETHE > FOLER JO Lol ysreds syl wr [1] oo
[ELISIUL Jo LOljuSIal A0 DUE {a] passeis jo uanEZIEuoydIp-uon 211
urzrdis o) 1IN0 weeq SN WHUBLDLLL JuEs 2y ANoERd okl TiaT)
S[aTUIEG AQ PRUGTIUALT ST 3{LIvys PUE Jrys UL ysrdug peiueRyoun U
up [11f] jo SOUBDIOAR BU3 JO S5EQ 3] "OOGE] ST PERlOAR LIATCOY 3171
YAl 0T 80171 JunliEnielal urgjdxs 01 [E SjGETEAR s[> dHuiuciuol
o A0y [EUOTITRED Ay 248 13T $piom 10 dnead sounu 2u
"BOTI09E 1XaU 217 U1 padelaAsp BREL ARY B
g1 ‘a[ol4 B 5B AUNIIIIOD S13 U] S1I0] AU puE 210 1410y Jo B BADE
18 20Ug1STXE00 51} Jo uoruosal SN |, PRLINDI0 1aARU SO0} I R
U7 SJUEIIEA [0 SULIOAE} [ENIUsAd U} yEnoap ag Auo U2 3 ‘pElIEmal]l
a0 0] 91 £S0] [RIIISPUA] € 1], SIUBLIEA PAAJOASUN BECOUD 01 UDEaap B ST
wovswowayd sy oeseryder (€5 (£o1) yronieg €] STIRIGLE 1R e
uonps we:y uonpps JulysIUnSIp musafa) jo SUCHIpe TOLT AW
o) SUDITRpPE o3 uo U] uslm SUIES YL BUI0D Jresdla UFnED sany
[ [mewravy] juAnauenod pUB uaand i wrejgold B[S B SATU O]
A[aI S1 G 1 ‘srmecdeslp wisLIcdIs) SEafun faomaan axau =1 UMM
‘uoijzgal annadeisyl S 210jed A[ESUEUCLIS 05 PRIAAIRE Usag 3ATY
wuues [28] o Alsans 103 ‘Buluayiduans f0 9sED 2 srqeandwioz
ac o) sigadde spp insal B By CHLEnd o) [-5F] peedope Apsnoipsdod
-i[aE SEU gy AU ioq 0 [qeAs (BRI peaoas Aeanien s st (€]
1R uaald Cod Woly Bjjiaend [Enfunsip o SwmpEl g0 saouanbssuos
SIEUTIOIUN j0 BlEmE impeend Jo unperunuoid yssUY wagop su
u 2rgearesqa st L C[2] < [g] el el e ol suaddey 1By aSuels
Isout Aq pamcfef Fuag s11ang “{g] < [#] sHuEue Eals e B
o vontsasard U 10U T LREUEYD 20} JO [EEIsARL lUan basqrs 8 2q “S[O8
-dgoae ATjEDIUOIIUAS (115 ST LI pIG S 1 “ydrm senipe[nTanin 28
10 200 pug (SpUTY STOUEL 10 sare[nIaln o) pEal o ‘a(seieTonn TLETLOL]
20® g fesEE JEY] SAsED aTWAUCUIO 0] &Y aydmu masajed TEIEuaE Ayl
‘gr el 'paARIET ADLEIS 29 TYFRL SUAGL JUBAS[R S} 1R0Q 36 1unaj
311 JO UCHIEZIPIEPUELS a1 padojgaap aIE SWSIUBIPDI Uons [UA e

—

SIS T (DOMOISUY Dt aoupied] ALEY s T it



24 Late Latin, Farly Romanee and Hizrovical Lingulstics

the time of the earliess rexts in reformed Spenish orthagraphy (£.1200),
In the same wey &5 Ntgar is demonstrably a borrowing from Latin
rather than a word existing in thac form in the vernacular throughout, it
has been assumed that surviving pairs of descendancs from the same
etvmon zre ascribable to comparable causes; that the more avolved
form was used in the vernaculsr end the Jess evolved form: was vsed by
the educated in the “Latin™ they were thought (o spesk, Thus it is that
pensgr, mundo andyracion are said to be “culte™ forms used by the
educatad, and pesfr, mondo and rezdn to be “popular™ vernacular
words, [n this way, doublets were seen as clinching evidence for the
two-norm theory,

There is, howevar, a reasonable linpuistic explanztion for such
coudlets that dees not depend on the posteletion of a hypothetical
Lztinizing pronunciation; not ealy that, it has a recognized pamalle! in
the develepment of Enplish, whersin th _m gaIme m_:m.:uﬁmnor is dealt
with by philologists in a different manner,

It is generally realized that languaps change iz nsither vniform
no: sudden, A developmenc takes time to become sstablished, within
hoth the community and the individual, This mesns that while a
change is in progress, both the old and the new form of & word will be
encountered, and sither form will be Funedonally sufficient, For ex-
ample, during the progress of the diffusion of the [#5] pronunciation,
with nasalized vewel, instead of [ens], MENSA would sometimes have
been vttered with and sametimes without a consonantel [n], and sither
form would have been inteliigible to all speakers, regardlass of which
form they preferred 10 use themselves, Normaliy this state of variation
rends evantually to rescive itself into ,,r.w survivel of one form {(eg, >
Sp. mesz); the surviving form will vsuelly be the newesr form, sincs
whatever reascn it was that lad to its origingl smergence is likely to
continue to be valid at the time of the decizion to stendardize one form
at the expense of the other. There are, however, cazses in which the
retained Lorm is the original form, and we appear to be confronted with
a change that reversed direction in mid-flight; a much discussed case §
that of Latin NOCTEM > 05p. noche > noch = poche; noch was
apparently a common twellth-century wvariant which eventuzlly faziled
to become the standard form (e.g. Lapesa 1973, Hooper 1974 126-30},

I, howevar, for any reason, both the ccexisting forms survive,

with different mesnings, then we have-an institutionalized pair of

doublets, This will only happen in practics shotld there be @ sensitle
reason for speakers 1o prefer the survival of two forms rather than one.
In cases of homonymy — two words with the same pronunciation - or

Homowgmy: The Formation of Doublels 25
of polysemy — one word with more than one meaning — these oflen
& clear advantage in preserving two fooms, in that the previous potentizl
ambiguity can thereby be resalved. This has happened in English, for
exzmple, to the word person, The change of -er- to - led 1o the co-
existence (o tunctionally free wariation of af least swo pronunciations
for the affectad forma, Most English words evanzually cliose the evalvad
orm {cferk, carvel, elthough some choss to remain with the older form
{swerve, clergy), but person and parson both survived, This survival is
gimest earfainly dug Lo the ussfalness of being able to distinguish
people in general from vicars in particular, and we need not posit the
existence of systemalically distinet dialect systems to expiain it (In
additicn, the fact that parson hippens to he the more svohed form is
enough 1o demonstzate the felsity E,. the idea that ecclesizstics] terms
Bre {P5d fAcio more arc togy than the general vocabulary}
In practice noone has thought E. ascribing the older forme of such
doublets 10 2 special retarded norm of educeted oronunciation in
English chilolegy, and if anyonz did they would ze laughed our of
court (Waldron 1967 chap 3

The idea thal doublets zre evidsnee of two systematically
clstinct pronunciation norms ought to jmply ther esch word of such
pairs meant the same thing, Otherwise we will have to postulate that
sducated and unsducated people talk shout systematically distinet
subjects; for example, that in early Medisval Spain only the uneducared
Llked about weighing or sorrow (peser) and only the educsred walied
about thinking or fesding horses with pensar (see below), If
conceds chat even illitersle people are likely to have used this common
word 1o lalk about thinking or feeding horses, we must also concede
that in Medieval Spain they used a “literate” form when they did so,
since evan the earliest attestations regularly include the [r] or the
manuseript tilde; and we can hardly avold coneeding that the lierate
used the pegar lexical item, since there it is, sbundantly actested in
eazly medizval Spanish lterature. This systematic separation of subject
matter according to the relative level of sducation in different groups is
unconvineing; the two-norm oxﬁ“m;mmon of doublels raises maore
wioward gusstions then it solves, Cespite its agnarently charismatic
initial attraclions,

mn_zo_ﬁ_ﬁf Is common in many languages, end is not usuelly in
prictice a causs of preat ambiguity or awkwardness, If the chanee arises
to avold it, however, it Is 2asy to see why it might be thought sensiale
to differentiate the itens in some wey, within a lexical diffusicn imags
of linguistic evolution, such a differentistion can be sasily achizved by
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hee not been the wsusl enalvsis, however, The traditions] analysis of
penser, ete,, was (hat at 2 later date every Romance area decided 1o
borrow this form, exclusive to “Latinate™ speakers, into their verna-
cular languege; by coincidence every Romance area seems 1o have done
this at approximetely the same time, and by further ceingidence they
al! chose to give it more or less the same meaning; and by 2 coincidence
that verges on the miraculous, they sl decided to give it a meaning thar
it did net regularly bave in Imperizal Latin, This analysis overlecked the
awloward fact that the Spanish forms that preserved the nasal, and were
thus declared to helong to the Latinate, were exactly the same forms s
the ones thar dighthongized the [2] in the vernacular manper; wheress
the Spanish forms that lost the nasel, and were thus declared to be
vernacular, did not diphthongize,

This latter failure to diphthongize in peso, but sieccess in piensc,
is legitimately surprising. The seguence -ens in Old Latin was regularly
“long”, even in words whose immediste cognates were short — cp,
MGENS, INGENTIS; DENS, DENTIS, DENTIO —, which mesns that

echnically PENSO 2= peso, MENSAM 2> mesa are, from the point of view

of the vowel, “repular”, and PENSO > pienso, TENSUM > teso (M5t
“irregular”, Whagever the reason, the Romanecs evidence shows that
after the loss of phanemic length the vowel in PENSO was open enough
to qualify for diphthongizaticn in Spanish, The dipkihongization of
[£] Degen esrly (as can oe seen from the comments of Pompeius quated
in Chapter 2), and may have heen early encugh to coincide with the
[os] ~[5] wariation. The fect thet in this possible simultansicy of free
variations both affecting PENSO some H.onh.u_.w chose the evolved [je] and
the old {n], and the other forms chose the old [e] and omitted the
[n], supgests thet the choice of variants was not made on the griterion
of which varant was the older and which was the newer. It is unlikely
that many speakers knew whether the [n] forms were older or newer,
or whether the [j] forms were older or newer, or considered the infor-
mation relevant toe their own choice of usage if they did. The average
Briton neither knows nor cares which s the older of [kap] and [kupl,
et and if he has 2 reason for choosing one rather than the other it i
usually connected with neither his relative literacy nor his relstive
CcOnservarism,

There are so many difficulties arsing frem the traditiopal
explanation of pensar and pesgr that it is bewildering to find that this
word has hecome the standard oftregeated example of a “cultisme™ in
cantemporary texthooks, Hall {1974 107), for sxample, used it as the
paradizm case and even theorsticlans ol historiesl linguistics cheecfully

Homeryrg: The Formarion of Doublers 28
@

s awoward czse as the standerd exampls; Anderson (1973
gz it alefr, despite knowing Spanish rezscnably

sepeat
185}, for instanes, li

I:

Other doubklets can be explzingd in the same way, The desirz (o
rzsolve homonymy can be invoked to sxplain, for sxample, the madi-
eval pair of obrg and Auwebra (< OFERA). Razdn and rgoidn (< RATE
ONEM] 5 another fairly clear czse, although the waters are muddied oy
the apparently deep-rocted idea that -acids anc -zrciz sre in some way
necessarily “learndd” forms rether tlan being, zs thay are, much the
comumnonest medieval Spanish result of -ATIONEM and -ANTIAM . Some-
times thay ocour in frze varation with the gzdén and -gnzge forms thal
werg given the sccolade of “regularty™; Pattison’s evidence (1875,
93) concerning forms with verbal roots has suggestad, however, thet the
-cidn ending is so much commoner than -2dn that it can plausibly be
regarded =5 the statistically normal vernacular form, OF 14% derivative
ke listed, only 2 are attested with the -zdm form alone, cabazon and
Faypon, and these are rars words, which were used [n literate circles
amvway (Berceo and the Primera (Odmice Genergd)’. In Medieval
Spanish, rezdn wes & very common word with an unhourdecly zenesic
meaning — “thing”, “words”, “affait™ — which it has since loss
tas L900: 628). Lapess still apperently thinks thar “cultismos®
are likely e be generic, here is a cass of the supposedly non-“culio”
form gaining a bafflingly “peneric™ use whils the supposedily “cule™
form has g comparalively precise use, The four azestations of racide in
the Poema de Mio Cid, for examele, havs recogmizably the meaning of
“part”, “share” (lines 2329, 2467, 2772 3388,

Thiz concept, of doublets expleiting free variation for sermantic
convenience, appliss egually well to doublets that zre not of Letin
origin in the fimt plece. The reconstructable Germanic roat Raup-, lor
exampie, “pillage™, provided a woun (> Sp. ropa) and a verb {3 52,
rebe}, [t is probable that the word was boreowed at 4 time when {-2-]
and [-b-} were in variation in several parts of fheriz; the presssvation of
the unveiced {p] in ropa commits no solecism against the phonemic
system — cp. the AUP > op postulated in SAPUIT > 15ALPIT = sops =
supe, or copg, from the geminate CUPPAM — and it visw of the se-
mantic divergence of ropg (Pbooty® = *clothes™) and roba (“aillage” >
“rob™) there s no semantic value in maintaining cognste transparency.
Here we zpparsntly have a phonetically resarded word which unfor-
tunately happens not to be Latin, so calling it a “cultismo™ & impossible,

T LT aneia weze Uoalte”, how could I combine witha Germanic root in ganancia?
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32 Late Latin, Early Bomance and fivtorical Linguistics

borrewed from an Arabic word in which there was no [w], and the
‘stranger case still of the adjective cuadel, formed off the noun ceders
(<] CATHEDRAM ; there was never & [w] in this root), in which & pre-
tonic [w] has actually besn inssrted,

What seems to have been happening is that for several centuries
the change of [wa] to {a] wes graduslly working through the list of
morphemes. The words at the front of the gqueue for this change
included all cases in which there was the condition of & following [s] or
{z]: iterally all, whether tonic or not (cascar << TQUASSICARE, gastar <
VASTARE, gascones < WASCONES); and (with specifiable exceptions
mentioned below) all csses in which the syllable was not originglly
immediately pretonic (ante-pretonic: not necessarily countertonic):
QUALITATEM > calidad, QUANTITATEM > cantidad, QUATTUORDECTM
> carorce, Germanic *WITHRALATN > galordon, Germanic WRANIONS
> garafdn, Casl is a pre-clitic word in which the initial syllable was
regularly ante-pretonic, so wien borrowed, even though new, it could
olausibly have shot straight to the front of the diffusion queus. Words
o the back of the quens include all words in which the {a] is followed
by a [8]: cuaderno, the Germanisms guadafiones, guadafa, gradanyer
(Aragonese), puadapero, and the many Arshic-based toponyms such as
Guadalguivir, Guadalafars, Guadionz, in sume of whick the initial
syliable might once have had full siress anyway; all words in which [a]
is tonic: guante, guay, cugdro and cognates, cuel, cuando, cuants,
cuarte and cognates, cugfro end cognates; and all words with a following
[r] (excepl for ante-pretonic goraficn mentioned sbove): cuwarenia,
cugrenma, guardar and copnates, guarir and cognates, guarniy and cap-
nates, This is nol particularly neat, but it is & possible form for a
diffusion queus to have taken. Given that the evidencs of indigenols
forms shows that both a following [¢] and ante-pretonic position en-
couraged priority for the change, it is understandsble that the newly
barrowed cwsi should go to the front; given that the evidence of indi-
gznous forms Eﬁﬁmxm a streng preference for [wa)] rather than [a] befon
a [8], it is at least understandable, even if unpredictable, to find the
newly borrowed puadameci scquiring en etymolegically nexplicsbie
[w], and the newly [ormead ewadn! doing the same. Even now there is
only one word with initial [gad-] in the Acaderny Dictionary: the rare
{and Latinate) paditanc, “citizen of Cidiz",

It the vocabulary of Castilian in ¢, 1900 had been approximately
the same as that of ¢.1300, this conditioned regularity would probably
have been noticed by Romance philologists, During the decadss
following 1500, however, Castilian took on board a large number of

FPostdating Laiinisms 3z

words from various Arnerican Indion languapes, including a remarzably
high number of words with initial [gwa], Thers were at least 25 words,
bosh with initial siress and initiailly atonie, end several of them included
a w_u:n_.}_mﬁ (3] eg. guans, puacimaye, guacha, guagua, guayaba, fua-
sanga, puasase, guasca, gugso. The number of werds with [g] or k] +
fwa] had never besn high, and the original ones were outnumiersd by
the neweomers. The regularity that a fifieenth-century Castilian meght
kave bear able to intu't dimly as a morpheme sirueture rule had gone
by 1600, and the diffusion of the change stopped where it was. Those
at the lzttzr end of the queus newer arrived, and aimost certa
will, put those at the front had changed and have never locked tack.
Modern philologists, lecking the time to hack swey the brambles snd
perceive that a kind of regularity did once exiss, peersd threugh the
undargrowth, pereeivad chaos, and cut the knot with the well tried
formula, that pretanic [wa] > [a] was the norm and therefors the
[wa] forms were excsplional {Meréndez Pidal 1904: paras 39, 55
(944 17677),

There might well have 2een a number of such ceses in which &
chenge is methodically working theough the diffusicn queus and is then
saddeniy stopped in its tracks and rendered unforsseeanly impotent
hy the acticn of such extrinsic forces as the sudden aceretion of extra
vocinllary, Vocabulary orcowing doss not ccour &t a unifonm rals,
Sew vocghulary can either suceumb 1o changes under way, integrating
as meatly as casd or the [e] e of EFSCOPUM, or it can discrientate the
progress of that changs, a5 inguaso, or the [e] (> [o] ) and the survival
of the [i] of EPSCOPUM. The latter is likely te be the result of the
arrival of sudden large chunks of new vocabulary such as the Grascisms
in the fourth-century Church, or the Indianisms in sixleentl-century
Spain; the former is likely ;o be the result of the cocasional assimilakle
individual sorrowings that cecir all the time, In the light of the effects
of largsscale vocsbulary influsnces, the sttribution of “Latinawe™
erchaizing speech levels either ¢ the new vocsoulary, o Lo old voce-
bulsry undergoing a development whose progress (s affected by that
pew vocghulary, s likely to be upjustifisd if mzde simply on the
grounds of historicel pacnetic pecularicy,

Postdating Latiniams

Thare can be no daubt al aill of the cocexistence of bwo pro-
punciation norms, at lesst for thoss with some knewledge of official
Hrurgical practice, after the opsration of the Carclingian Beforms (in
France after o B00: in Spain, outside Csfalonia, after 1080); the only
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6 Late Lagin, Barly Romance gind Historical Linguistics

te [ts] in other positions in sixteenth-century Castilian, The con.
sequence of all this cumulative uncertainty was the simultansous
presenge in owelfth-cantury Castille of a large aumber of variant pro-
nunciations for the one word, 2l of them ressonable on the basis of
analogous words, none of them authoritatively trken 1o be the ardinary
spaken form. At this point the new Medieval Latin tums up, foliowing
the adopticn of the Roman liturgy in 1080, offering yet another
alternative, but in & resssuringly acceplable context. Speskers can
oceasionally become censcious of free variations and alternative pro-
nunciations, and when they de, they often become swkward or eme
barrgssed when of necessity they have to choose one form rather than
ancther inspeech;if thersare a large numbar of available pronunciztions,
it is possible that the arvival of an spparently authoritative elternacive
could 5e used as a lifeline. ln any event, [dultse] was taken inte the
vernacular and used incressingly in che T::.umﬂ: century, Thiz was 2
caze when “speakers favoured the cultwrally unmotivated “learned™
form on account of seme collateral feature not immediateiy related to
its erudite status™ (Matkiel 1963-64; 162},

The suggestion that the arrivel of Medieva] Latin in the twelfth
century had & deciding influence in cases of vernacular vacillation can
be applied to phonology as well as to the lexicon. Penny's analysis
{1972} of Medieval Spanish /f} argues thet {f], which was in the tenth
and eleventh centuries either sbsent or an ocrasional ellophane of fof,
become reestablished as /ff, & separate phoneme from fo/, in approxi-
mately the twelfth century, The labiodenial [f] of French and other
Romanes languages may never have existed previously in 01 Castille,
for it has been suggestsd that & bilabial [p] corresponded there all
along to the written Latin letier ) whether this s true or not, the
Castilian ghonems could hesve been phonetically, according to Penny's
evidence, some kind of fricative bilabial ([}, [ha]) or [h], such as
survives in many rural areas siill. This mey have besn an unsasy and
awkward moment, when the dialect speakers were beginning to wish for
some clearer form. In any event, the tweifth century is the period when
French and French-taught clerics wers dominant in sducated circles:
emorg ciher things they wers doing their best fo spread the pronun-
ciation of official liturgicel Medieval Latin to be used in confunction
willk the Roman liturgy, newly adopted in North-West Spain from
[080. Peany suggested that in wurban or educated Castlian of the
twellth century the [f] sound emerged “under the supesstratum in-
fluence of Frenck and Provengal speakecs”™, to become a distingt pho-
neme agein “fon the introduction of larpe numbers of lzarned words™

L
]
m

|
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{1972:482). The impiication of Penny’s comments is that the [7]
.”_ﬁn to the prenuncistion of French or Occitan. The influence of
French or Oceitan phonology in Spanish is not en initially ,_..:.__n:{.m
hypothesis, despite Lapesa’s much-reiterated view {1975) ths Wiz
largely ﬁE..;.m or Oceitan pronunciation that led to the [] Vh de-
velopment, T wasg _mUEEEmH and could have helped in such
lodns s H.wm..@ﬁ [f] sxisted in Aragdn, Ledn, and probably mozdrabe
g5 well ) Many urhen mun.m.ur ated Spaniards were self.consciously
feernirg the new artificial Medievel Latic as it was teught by Frenck-
mer, but thers iz no resson to suppose that many learnt Freach
seems morz plausibie to sugpest thar the JIV arises not from French er
Occiran frself, bur from the Buropean pronunciation of Medieve] Latin,
If this Latin is indeed new st this time, che (redemergence of [f] is
interpretable rationelly; if there was o “Latin™ [f]-preserving layer of
speech in previcus centuries, the aroblem remains. |

The inflvence of French prenunciation of Latin might also have
contrbuted to the decision to reveuse the loas of [«] in words ending
in other than single elvenlar or dental consenants and in verhs (RETEM
= rede 2 ped, COHORTEM 2> corie = cort = carte, FOTUL > pude > pud
= pude, ete); this reversal can be partly atteibuted o the chornatic con-
ditions of syilable structure, and partly to morpholegicel conditions,
buc [despite Lagesa 1975) not at zll to the French, who apocopated
througheut. The gresence of 2 final syilable in the new Latin, howevar,
cowd have been one factor to give the reversal in different “orms at the
end of the gueus 2 push,

In twelfth-century Spain; according to the theory outlined later
in this book, the introduction of Medicval Latin was something new. It
was taught larpely by Frenchmen, The Europezn pronunciztion of
Latin can pizesibly be sesn to have Been 2 sericus frotor in casss whare
the cirscticn of the vernacular was in the halanze at this time, [n earlier
centuries it is very dountful whether & éistinet Latin shonology existad,
80 il may not be justifiable to vse v as & scurce of erlightenment. [n
later centuries, vernacular spelling could be locked o for a similar
casting vote, bul thal wes not in gensral use yer in the twelfth, Fora
brief period, in the welfth zentury, it remaing plavsibls to postulate
the influence of Latin pronunsiation on vernacular cevelopment in the
wiry that it has ﬁ,;.,_._:.onm ¥ been postalatad for previous centuris
Latin -ATIO might, [ example, have then helpad decide vazillatan in
the vernacilar between -acidn and -azdi, In later centiries, when at lam
Latin and the wemgcular wers coming o 3e thought of as fully
separable Zunguages sach with s own speech and writing systains, he
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40 Late Latin, Early Romance grd Historica! Linguistics

into Olé Spanish wisgue, but rom the fourtesnth century a sym-
chronieally regular form wei seems to have been commoner, anc vl
is the only modern survivor, DIXI (from DICERE, “‘say™), on the other
hand, developed with phonetic regularity to dffe. Both are very
common ordinary words. [ know of no scholar who has even con.
siderad calling dife and the other strong perfects “cultismos”, despite
their being sxceptions to the pecceptible vernaculer regularity, This
relucrance is understandable, for nzarly all the surviving strong pér-
fects belong to common verbs that were clearly in vernscular all the
rime,

[t is lixely that there is a procsss of laxical diffusion here too,
in which the timelag from head to tail of the queue is abnormally
tong. Spenish verbs are still in the process of reallocating their pasts,
andar, for example, is said in the gremmars to have the past form an-
duve, but the form grdé is often the one used now, English has also
been undergoing this development for several centuriss; it locks, for
instence, as though dreamed is currently overtaking dregmt, Vincent
{1580} has discussed the faseinating (but probably unverifiable} idea
that morgholegical forms which resist changes may be just the ones
thet ocour in those verhs whose irregular forms have o be individually
specified in the lexicen rather than being derived by productive in-
flexional rulss, with the conssquence that they can remain stable even
when the rule changes; in which case the change in ¢.g. creci is the
lexical loss of CREVI (as part of the entry [or CRESCERE — crecer)
rather than a specifically morphological change. The recalzitrant
forms could well be those which occur very often precizely because
they are encountered easly by the child ss he learns 1o speak, und ars
thus stored lexically “belore thers is a sufficlent range of data to
permit the extraction of generalizations™; whether or not Vincent is
right, there is no arguing away the fact that the exceptions to morpho-
logical developments often belong o words that cannot possibly he
said to be exclusive to literate levels of speech. If, even so, we wished
1o atzempt to explain the retention of the irregular dije as the resuit of
“Laun® influence, we would be faced with o furthsr awloward fact:
that Latin words indubitably borrowed from Ladin inte Spanish in
later centuriss when the distinetion between the twe is indispulavle,
and horrowed by speakers who are by definition Latinate, are takan
withous the strong perfect forms they had in the original Latin and
are given analogous weak ones instead. Latin PRAESUMERE had a past
PRAESUMESL: when presumir wes porrowed in the fiftesnth century, it
was gllotted the “regular’ past presu!. Latn PERSUADERE had a

LEE

;

Morphalogical drchaiom 41
24st PERSUASI; the fifteenth-century borrowing persugdir has & pest per-
sugar, Latin CEDERE had a past CESSI, the sinteenth-cantury borrowing
ceder hae a past ced?. And so on.

The fzet that discernibly retarded processes of morphological
evolution are analvsable elong lines quite different from the way in
which equivalent processes of phonatic evelution have been traditionally
enalysed cannot be explained away by the gensralization that morpho-
logical developments are by their very nature prone not o be gl
inclusive, For the generalization is not true, There ere no pockets at all
in Remanee, nsither lexical nor zeopraphicel, of, for exumple, the
vetention of & morphologically distinet paradigm of neuter nouns, of
syathetic passives, or of ablative cases. The Joss of 2 complets gender,
voice ar case might be thought to be a sufficlently radical revision of'a
linguistic system to encowrage recalcitrance among somé of the affeciad
vocasulery, but it has nor. Thess laws have indeed “operated witkour
exceplion”™, LG & greater extsnt than many scund-laws, which were
reguted to be more remorseless,

forphological devzlopments have not normally been tresred
with the same puritanical rigour 2 phenatic developments. The pzralls]
cannot be whoily irrelevant, however, The fact that recourse o hvpo-
therical Latinizing dialects in ovder to account for retarded or evaded
change has, to judes from the evidence, livde plausibility within the
hstory of Romance meocphology is encugh o cast doubt on the
wisdom of suck a recourse within phoneties. Language is divisible inta
arits for znalytical purposes, but even so iU would be reasonable 1o
hope that generalities apslicable to one variety of change might refrain
from being incompatible with those epplied fo an ellied variety,

The fact thatin eatly medievel Romenes BEurope the educated
cannat sasiiy be envisaged as having used archeic morphology in speech,
whils the uneducated svolbved, lies 0ddly with the trestment of morpho-
logy in the grammatical trestises of the same perioc. The grémmass
used and compiled before the Carolingian Renaissence have Hitle to say
on pronuaciztion, as will 2e shown in the next chapter, and could not
have peern used as a serious teaching zid to reinforce Latinate pro-
runciation nerms, Or the oghier hand they do lay.an inerdinale amount
of steess on morphological forms, The grammetical patterns of Latin
verbs and nouns are reproduced in consicerable derail; they fake up,
for sxample, almost the entire subject matter of Donats’s standard
marual, the drs Minor {(Eeil 1835800 IV 353-66). There we find
neuter nouns, nominal case systems, synthefic passives and synthetic
furures, zll lovingly elzborated in full technicelor, Accordingly, thers




TESED AUT UT RWES Bl ad 0} TV
pacunouotd A7EIUAP] AU pUE [IHY- pamapistod Afojowdio tendod scuyiag ‘g

SIS0 O uR) ARpqEiaipsdd
J& aaddap taydny «Ju_._:m% emo[jE (Aueinoad sup 1o) uoses A
Hﬁﬁnsau slUcs ‘sapuspuodsiliod PUN0E SIUONOEIR JO 185 L0ES
Uil (JEYD J0UDE A]pIpUED ABW Ju d3uBys punos jo A3lE|nEa
a1 10 anss pasod Alsnojin)ap o SUMCQR[ IaUMN; JO pEALSL]
Hart
pO-ros DT e) e ST peitmod Wailo SEY [RINER SSOUBMIOY BUILISOUC
‘EAl}LIEI 3T AU TAIISCNS AL UED seduayd-pumnos 12nds)
AlFleliiog 11 Ofees pmos 1 SsDINgEsod UINE Jo mals Uj
S{IRULI 07 2121318 £ U A pal Uasg Aam ABW {57 | iTLAL) Semeg
"s211LEB[NTa11 U3l pRippM A[ustibar)
Q1% BME] 2[]2U0QT]S 1EaD 21} Uasz JELU] S[Easa] AUTITEDE ak2la W
{17 16961) Busgy da teBuzyn ontavoyd ut randar 51 AvenEaii)

UGS

-

"SRG D URLIC] E_U up pasn raads o anl sga
acuziey ol ey (Esodoad sy yire a[giiediuied 81 01 JT 228 O SOURRIAD
[Enxa] ST aungexa 01 paredard sq aot ues o ‘aoussqe 51 JurSasials
ut Wapqodd 18a18 ou 5T e2a) AIoal onsmE] [E0LI0ISI UTIa a3UIs DU
flaaz] B oms E SOUSIETKA 31 U0 10007 ]QBISDISI0D 1580 Syl CTE 1
VEZ ou BABD 31 LIB[NOBUIAA JUANDEsENe uo [aas] yoeads 10 Jo 30uan
oy ared quenodw: ue Az|d o1 peidadxa Usaq aaky U .f.,oEsEn_E
farut adam Jaas] Yraads aeumET 7 Jo smapoddAi ot 3 facumLucy] SpIEE
~a0 5y Capdws eq proa ARopouoid |E01I008 TPINon 1T JT iS00l Wod
UanEl 20 10UUES 11 a7 qIssa00e ALZE(TLLE 100 & ARojousud JRUaY CEHIoM
Ua)ilis LIOI] 21TI0U] o3 01 2[qIseasos 51 ABopoydion amngary

“asade Up palsiNGg 2azy
07 alE 2] Aol Sal 91 ‘PRqQIIISUEI] alas SRXLINE AjR1TiMooe si0ll #)
(B pandie masa ([0&1) Isziiod ‘pespuf 'yzsads Iyl v AFofoydion:
SLELAIE 311 Dasn saky hﬂumwmmuuﬁ I2aaT Pedl 2014 DINOS UM 330l
pue faqrsodir 1 syRLUT 10T prp 3f ang SSLNJUST ISUIEs UI ussq PR L
uem 1apiey duylads apzw swswidojassp eolBorodiop Cdmpsapay se
MEN_._E._‘_”_ ailif 00 IR O Surpean § piIyD ysnBuy CIepoll a1 20 ey
605 SR [13448] 2L 01 UIRS] 0] SWpasu LD Yatalg Ulpoul o)
3l parecuIog mﬂm.w PITYD ST 3] " PUR 8y3 18 3, U2ilim UL, B 1195
0} pUuE el Al [2] uayods &y asoudt o1 papasu sunnol sfquiad
00D 11 UBN S{gEUIE] sea] U 81 dvLs [adereiss] vr [1] uayads s
Fmus Sunuo jsogomid ur sajogar o3 apgissod 82 oU sEa [ 1IVIS
‘asEa Syl UT) uno) JRATRUR JSTITES ALD UBND ISUIES [LASVH T¥vIS

I LI

T RATRER CFE) MATHIUL 2L JL)8 QOTIYH Jasn SEndE
SINI} T UL 21240 01 JEYM JO ;EE:..& SUL CLzpsds B
o] Surdsy up palsiunooTs We|gois a0l sue (sl sea Syl 1YL 1535EnS
engisdop Csgluun CBa) FLOISUAIDAD ISUlG QM) SURDU IG S3ALEIQE
CalT N, BIING UE 10 {FHaLE anae g gl ciueiie "Ee) 3, AI0fas

T BRI
ol AL ek

J, Edixa ub BuTpapour m...__,.__.ﬁm.q.._cu_mn_..ﬁ Mol U [BUOIEES00) Pioa aues
a3 oUL LU, JUSTIS B 1238 0F 10U o Isiiays o wafgond ey o 2y aed
W03 [ STSHAM 7> S0 FR[OOBUISA YRIUEAS CIUT "2 1) SNESNAN 58 a0
SUAGH [4NfE O0T G, JUA)S B jIasul 0] UM 5B S1SIIEUT [INE 0400
aagy Jae Aew AZofoydiowr pio syp Funipa 1l wopsanb TEATIRIG
syl nyEner Apuaredds pue Cpoxmbar sem ABopordiow oenod,
cloW CsaIusd AIEisll SlowW o CXEIUAS S IsadlEyge esEa | anby
Qi I1E1 PUE 2ALBUELICU 312 Ao asn ATENSM 20uURL] UI SDOUI0E TL0)
aal1Esniaar RSO P asn UTECS UL 329038 LWI0] SalpLiuou TRl 130
BU1 25T S3Q1I05 UETEI] ‘R JEYL CIE[MIEUSaA [BOO[ BUL T A3 Azl g
paET Fuleq $89E0 015 ULa ‘UACT ¥Relq 00 SPUS: IM0SAS J9ED 2y} SHIAL
-ND0P 25015 JO SI0TI08S DIEJNRIO) S DIEND 18L] UMOYS SR adoing
susuneyy ApeT ur papdwes stusunsop (eSe 20 {pas i 59al) sIsAEUR
m._um..h.m.“.._p_wm T 0T a5 _..._,n_._._.m mLL.O ._._ﬂ._u_......_ m:_.”__.___mt_l_”_,..u_ 2% "F1lw pUE
il PROS Ol 25011 Jo AIRnEEnoa aarssed 213 JO UDNIITONE B DAULID]
SABY piaca (SOMF CSiEv- CdAIF §e) medad uo passasend sEurpuo
_.Emmo.moﬂﬁ_,._E a1 yoeads nay; w ASojordion plo sy pasn A[aa10T
DAlESTpE JesemoT] Satoou ey esodond o7 2 rosnegd azowl &1 IT

RTAELISA P JO IS0
-dofzaap A uo poedit] SMOTES BOREL aai] O JOLINESE Uaed SARl 1A
F[OeE fparIUn oo Taed 3ABE ATIEEER0IL 10U PRy pRININpE aul [RT M
*fForotoyd peuciysel-pro ot 2eg) Bulstzding aow syl TR 3T s ST
IRMITOISA 2U) JO IELEO3ARD FY1 U0 1SA308IEYM 10318 oU Ao
PTA BaELl ] SWINDE 21015 PUR pEal 01 mu_”._._..._mm._. alimn ._...__.._.nf..._.m_._.m ralaldnos
-Us PRIEIIER AU OJELD sriiededdr (eoSoioudiomr pauoiyvEl-pe 2R
sl fwols uf 3] dupiieu-[Einid i3 uel: IS0 sunou psndy ur g
1% suomap eefoloydiow ou a1 213y ‘sunouord splemQ sdny ied
wsad oy snpd =0 01, UIGIT SLU0D Stilog aatssrd wsiseds vy usueds
Szalfsed MIM[UAS Fulaaand of 2ME 2301 TOHHYH d ULl
WIDJ] 20D E21NiTY ysmreds [V ystuedg oo [ e sarning Al nAS
SHTATAING 01 1% 27al1 184 PUV CBuiilic UT WSUY a5 ol pRY A
-0 paiEINDA 21 a0 ‘ogads pelEamps D PRIETE BALL U
suicd ealsied PUE aning 201aiuds oo o E_._, azmayodiy 0l _m Ior1E
EL SRUD 5] 1] CSRImpuL ons 10 AvuE 2i0UsM B 131SEWU 0] DApasu
aquos nwendse sy ATQRISANE 1B 3F i 0 I9DL0 U0 FHELRUD- PLOA
PRLOISE-PI0 [RIIURGOUS Paepi] JE RAIEINTE 210 1] 10O 01 3G LED

o

SR T PEILICISIET pUT aanmu oyl (LR wnnT ainT i



4 Late Latin, Early Romance and Historical Linguistics

Those irregular forms thougnt to have provec the exisience of
a Latin pronunciation system éistinet from Oid Romance, before the
implementation of the Carolingian reforms into any community, canbe
explained in & reasonable manner in other ways. Lexical diffusicn, as
the simple statement that some words chenge later than otherss, is
widely accepted; rzasons for some words seing lats in this list are net
difficels to find; indeed | a common wew of non-Romance specialists is
that “itéms . . . of high incidencs of use are among the most resislant 10
regular sound-change” (Collinge 1975: 713, rather thzn that sush re-
sistant items should be artributed to esoteric minorities,

The idea that any group of people could resist phonetic changes
that were generally affecting the rest of the community, for a thousand
years or more, is difficult to take seriously. It Is a vigw that has never
neen suggested in any other coatsxt, and wioltld probebly strike any
historical linguist from znother fleld as.absurd, sven if he or she were
well acquainted with the manner in which in Romance Philology
interim hypotheses regulasly fossilize inte acezpted wisdom. Nor would
historical linguists see much to be said for the traditional Rommance
assumptions thal pecple who spell well necessarily speak in an archaic
way, or that their “pressure” can hold back a sound change. This is
supposed to have happened in the Early Miccle ages, with no mass
comrmnications and a very amell literate community,

Given the socialinguistic snd stylistic variation to be found in
any community, “Prote”-Romance was the speech of all, it & unne-
cessary to postulate enything else. From the point of view of theoretical
historical linguistics it is reasonabiz to suggest that “Latin™ as distinct
from vernacular did not exist in Romance communitiss befors the
Carclingian reforms. After thess reforms, “Latin™ Influence can on
ocoasion be justifiably adduced to explain vernzoular developments, but
praviously existing phenomena car and should be aralysed with the
suel tools of historical linguistic theory, If the textual evidence ana-
lysed in Chapter 2, from grammarians, scholars, lawysts, poets and
Hturgists, can be seen to e compatible with this view, thers can no
Jonger be justifization for belisving in are-Caralingian “Latin® speach.
Tt was once thought that the sun revolves round the garth, Pliny asserted
ihat when their tusks fall off, elephants bury them underground
{Natura! History: VIIE4), Westem civilization has acquired the tele-
scope, @ knowledze of elephants, and a rtheoretical understanding of
linguistic evolution; primitive misconceptions fermed in the absence af
such modsrn aids can be discarded,

|
|
|

2

PRONUNCIATION IN PRE-CAROLINGIAN
ROMANCE COMMUNITIES: THE
TEXTUAL EVIDENCE

Latin and the Romance language of any community are now-
adays regarded ss seperate lanpuages, As we saw in the first chapter, I
has meen nozmal for this division to be postulated as exdsting as far back
=5 the {inal stage of the Roman Empire, One result of this hes been that
many specialists in the early Romance linguages have feit instinctively
that che study of “Late Latin™ iz outsice their briefl, and many
specialists in Medieval Latin have falt that “Early Romance” is cutside
theirs: thus the assumption that they are separate fields of study has
hean reinforced. The existence of two distinguishable lengusges in the
period between the fall of the Romen Empire and the twalfth-century
Renaissance is usually taken for granted (o the extent that scholars of
Romance confidently talk of the influence of Latin on the vernacular,
and zcholars of Latin can talk of the influence of the vernacular on
Latin, 3 if the existence of two names were a guarantse chat thers are
two separate entities. Buf, as we have seen in the first chagpter, the
evidence aveilable to the historical lnguist is such that there Is ne
longer any need to sssume g priori that the two swers separate of
separazle befors the arrival of the Cerelingian reforms into any com-
munity. The reforms themselves will be sxamined in the nexs chapter,

In this chapter the texiual evidence from earlier centuries wil be

“examiced to see if it is competible with the theory thal there is no
generzl distinclion between two co-existing languages at that tims, and

YHAT The linguistic sfate of the Homance communilies was approxi-

mately that prevailing in Modern France or England: L2, that there

' may on occasicns be visible stylistic variation In syntax and vocabulary

setwesn the usage of those fe.wo\ﬂ write-and the usage of those who
cannot, but there is no peners mr%@%na-ﬁ._.ﬁﬂ_u: correlated with
\, f -

the ubility 1o write, o
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45 Pronunciation in Fre-Carolingian Romance Corununities

contrast “Vulgar” with “Ecclesisstical” Latin, His main thesis was that
until the late sighth century Latin had in genersl changed so litile thet
“the living language of Christianization, of practical civilization, was
probably similar enough everywhers to retard dialectalizetion™ {Mulier
and Taylor 1932; 24). This undifferantiated wowd, however, is similar
to the kind of Latin envisaged within the two.norm theory discussed in
the previous chapter {e.g. by Rice 1909 and Pope Ewnw it seems that
the one languaps thet Muller was .wuﬂmmmﬁm was not so much the

muzﬂznn ﬁn:mé mh :uq.IEIaE ¥E mn:,r.ﬂ_h I eh.F ﬁru&.kb

5_, H:.m _“_wq...

lariguepe that T argue for here is r¢m w.n_:._m:r_w w_m:” of that nm%nﬁoﬂw.

The siew that "Romance’” only evoives after the seventh
century has been unienatle since the discovery of the Pompeii graffiti
{dateble to A, 78}, which attest many of the changes postulated 2z
not existing before then. Apalysis of the graffiti, znd other recant
znalyses of informal writing such as Adams' (1977a) discussion of
seribel habits in the lstiers of Claudivs Terentianus (zarly second
century), make it elear that several of the inpertant differsnces. chhﬁmmm

W_un,ﬁ:n_w and “Classical” Latin had =zt least begun by then, No E,mrﬁ,v

tan serously doubt any more that the vernacular was changing long |

| before 600 AD. The only debatable peint concerns the postulatsd co- |

“existence alongside that vernacular of an unchanged spoken “Latin™,

Proto-Romance Reconstruction

The theory that dialectal divergence, a5 well as evolution, began
very early, has in the past alsc been influential, The “substratum”
thzory held that Latin in each sres of the Roman world was profoundly
affected by the preexisting languages spoken in that arsa by Lhe pre-
Romsn inhabitants, with the resolt that speech differentiaticn began
with colenization (Mohl 1899, for a sophisticated modern version of
the generzl theory, see Whinnom 1980}, Within Romance this theory is
no lengsr held in much regard, since ne ghonclogical develogment of
any consequence has sver feen shown to have undenigbls origins in ¢
substratum language, and most of the linguistic featurss that were
originally candidales tfor such influence have since been found 10 ocour
ourside the zone of the languags in question. The early chronology
remaing respectable, howsever. There are those who have “recon-
structed™ Proto-Romance by arguing backwards from the evidence of
later attested Romanee forms, R.A. Hall Ir {1950, 1978}, for exampls,

“to learn toowrite; that leamning fo wirite is @ pr

Proto-Romance Reconstruction 45
regards deduoctions besed on the evidencs of lsier vernaculars as more
ikely to reflect the speech of the early fimes than deductions made on
the evidence of pre-Carolingian spelling, end has produced trees of
diverging dialzcts that apparently date back to before Christ. This seems
to imply that the speech of the Empire wes already in several dis-
tinguishable vernacular divisions loog before the period of what Muller
ang many others regard as a fairy eniform speech, In Hall's view Proto-
Romence wes only uniform for g short while, if at all, and contsm-
porary with the related but largely artificial languzge called “Clzszical
Latin®, This view I sometimes interpreted as suggesting a coswistens

—— s

of m...m_ﬂ.ﬁ.,. snaken systams [Classical and Vulgar Lat EH_ from 200 B.C.
cowards (eg fLmF:.._ .@_mm_lulpozmﬂ 1960}, hut the evidange that is
suppased o m:ntum.. s duality is easily compatible with the normal
zhencmenz of secial and geogr Eu.:mnm_ differentistion to be found in
any one languags used in a complex sagiety.

Thues it is that in the Proto-Romance “reconstruction™ theorles
the early chronclogy for dialectalization remains current; an early date
for saveral sound chenges is ceriain, and whether or not we believe dis-
tinguishshle dialects from such 2n early . period to be identifiable
depends essentially on our definition of a dizlsct, As long s we do not
ingly any mutual unintelipibility, and we realize chat any suggestion of
strict gecgraphical delimitations of such dialects would be en ana-
chronism (conditioned by the modern tendsney for isoplosses to
coincide as a result of the politics of national education), we cen socept
much of Hell's theory, His views would probably be ssen psnerally es
extrame, however; partly because he seems 1o assume that language
changs is neat, linear and unidi whan it seems from modsrn
evidence that ¥t Tends 16 be _.m_uﬁmww.._ [, non-teleological and muiti-
girgctionzl, and it (s notoriousty difficull it
n_j_..w.._.“_nm,.,ﬂ ._,.m_m-.

to Jocate eerly medieval Texts
vulger” H,mmﬂrnﬁ-% ity becadse he o

z:mn._m:.rr_u ,___.___wEH is EGEE.E _,P to sz nn_nEJm:E.w rmaterial as

frce-vilue evidence of speech; if we can accept the @tistenge of oid

Te manez ..,mz,mnz_m? %EGE%NE{ s :m _mnﬂ_ﬂ.d.,_anéu?m,m E._.?

T %EE ?E.
This mistrust has also seen well expressed by Pulgram (1950}, who
peinted out that nobody writes unless they have 1aken time and trouble -
zctical discipline, con-

Texis as mﬂnw:nm HE nq?m:u;oéq .?@rcmﬂmzcn _.E“

‘sciously taught in sceorddnes with established 3.3..? and that until the
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52 FPranunciarion in Pre-Carolingian Romance Commuamnities

| e ' o ! i S :
. the effectiveness of education 25 it was of relatively evolved vernaculars,

Scholars have talked of the “purer Latin® of seventh-century docu-
menls from Spain as if this were evidence of 2 greatly retarded process

£, of linguistic evelution in the peninsula, rather than merely being the
Fa i By i i L A
., wvisinle consequence of the higher level of education in Spain than in the

test of the Romanee worlc in the seventh century,

. As regards the emergence of pew onhographies, zeneral spelling
| refonm can only ogeur as & positive act with & conscious purpose. It does
(net happen oo itg own, as pronunciation changs does, and the social
Cinstability of the Early Middle Ages would not in practies have besn
__n_,._:ncam.,a to the suceess of such a move, as Battisti {(1960) has ohserved.
The Carolingian reformers initially saw their linguistie task as that of
ire-sstablishing old norms; the m_...“c.mmm:wﬂ_. emerpence and invention of

"writlen (1d French may well have haen o_.w__m_m:p:f enforessen,

=i If we are able to regerd the emergence of vernacular ortho-

graphy from the ninth century onwsrds as a spelling reform that e
cogrizes changes thet hed long since ocourred in everyone’s speech,
mosz of the problems that worrded Muller resolve themsalves; the
phenomena attested in earlier texts can be seen not us questions con-
carning the coexistence of Lwo separats dinlects (the two-norm theory)
but as questions concerning scribal practices and the nature of edu.
cation in communities whers the writing norms did not carmrespond
closely to anyone's norma! speech,

“Wulgar" Latin
The much-used fenm “Vulgar Ladin™ 35 multivalent and best

= o avoided, Lloyd (1979) kas dizcovered thirteen different mesnings for

the phrase. In this book, Ramnance s used 1o refer to the vernecular of
any time after the 2nd of the Western Roman Empire; Imperial Latin is
csed to refer to any veriery of Latin before that time; Losin i3 used to
refer to anyihing spoken after the end of the Empire which is used by
the educated and is systematically and archaically distinet from con-
temporary Romance. This present book is examining the theory that
this Latin is & Carolingian invention, with no previous existence, znd no
direct continuity with Tmperial Latin, The concemitant suggestion of a
one-notm Proto-Romance hypothesis s not intended to imply that
there was any particufar similasicy between the norms of differsnt
communities, :

The phrase sermo vulzaris, and assorted copgnate expressions, as
Diaz v Diaz pointed out long ago (1951-32), seem in pre-Carolingian
comnmunities o be applicabie to the speech of everybody, not just of

[
|
L

“Tudgar™ Lot

the unedvested, The tendency to identify words of the vulzus with
Proto-Romance, tout court, is untenable. Saverzl of the words sualified
as 1elgo in glosseries have no direct Komanes descendants, ameong
cthers Eﬂ Diaz mentions cocide, coelio, condivurm, flacla, tevedo,
verbosus, vulius, In this study Diaz v Ddaz also performed the simple
but necessary task of clarifving a remark mzde by Servius in the fifth
century which was supposed in the nineteenth century to bz a con-
firmation. of the separate existence of a *“Vulgar Latin®. Commenting
o Verzils Georgies 3.147-8 (.. owl nomen avilo/Rowwnum 85t
gastricn Grad vertere socanies), Serviug said “latine asilos, vuige tabuanus
vocatur,” Servius used ffine where Vergil used Romanwm, as Diaz y
Dizz pointed out, fofine hers is vsed by Servius to refer o the local
speech of Latium {and thus of Vergil), and tabarws is in Feet the generel
word for & howsefly {as in Sp, idbano), being used by Verro and Fliny,
ameng others, Fulgo refers here o the speech: of ali, including Servius.
+ In this cese the anachronistic class sensitivicy of the nineteenthcentury
_,/m_w:ﬁmﬁ Echuchardt obliterated the geapraphical knowledge of the early
¥

fifth-century Morth African Servius; Scluecharde largely built the thaory
_,,n_w a separzte *“Vulgirlateins’ on such remarks, heing among the first o
Juse the shrase and responsidle for dgidifying the concept (1266-68).
{ As reparcs vocabulary, ar least, the ides of = “walgar”™ level is surlisr
v:.an Sehuchardt {see Coserie 1977); the examination of the views of
{ Tsidore {later in this chapter) suggests that nondmperdal vocabulary 38
x._m.: that he maans to refer to witk the word welrus. Meobrmeann (1961a)
[considered the theory [rom a Laticist's viewpoint with no hint of a
“belief in separate varieties of pronunciation. Geographical and social
.»E.wﬁ.mﬂ__mnna of vocabulary is normal in any complex languaze com-

munity, and has no implications in izelf for pronuncation,

Menéndee Pidal (1926) saw spoken “Vulgar Latin® as still
sxisting in fenth- and sieventh-cantury Ledn, specifically distinguishatle
from hoth Romance and Latin, being the direct descendact of the
spesch of the late ¢mzpirs and thus opposabls to Classical Latin as well
as terih-century Leomese. This view is stll standard, but herdly de-
fensinle (see balow, Chapter 4}, Lloyd’s conelusion {119} concerning

the term “Vulgar Letin'™ is that “it is, in fact, & carry.over from the pre-
scientific view of lanpuage, based on a tradition rellecting a laclk of
comprehension of the natwe of linguistic evolution and of the com-
plexity of social and styliste stratificstion.” He is right. Ths similar
gmbiguity of the term “Medieval Latin® mpay socn seem equally open
to criticism, as Diaz y Diaz (1960), Bastardas (1960} 2nd others have
hinted. Pre-reform Medieval Latin wes a written form of the vernacular,
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56 Fromunciation in Pre-Carafingian Romanee Comniunities

M egpo et omnium opfimmer, dlwm et omaium deque o ter-
mingl hec tamen in enuntiations apparet . . . confitendum alicer

__ scribd, aliter enuntiari | eil VII 54,1-13; Kramer 1976: &0)

: . saepe aliud bn:wmﬂrw ‘aliud enuntismus . . . {Kefl VI[ 75.15)
.7._“; even Quintilian in the previcus cenfury had _mnn._.sﬁnnacn i
‘consonantal [-m] in such circumstances: his comment Yneque enim
Leximitur, sed ohscurstur” (94400 suggests that written - reprasenisd
'to Quintilian 2 passlized vowel. No readsr or speaker of Latin has
m-o:%.,m,. Veliss' prescription in the last thousand vears, since the
ipractice of giving & sound to every Latin letter has been routine; but
Weliug, and second-century vernacular speakers in gensral, were happy
lto write - in some circumstances where they did not pronounes it
{Velius prides himself on not confusing erthographia with orthoepeis
(Eeil VI 71.8-12); his orehographis is specifically not intendec to pre-
‘scrine promunciations, for both he and his public zalk their own
language naturally anyway, and writing is the technique that has to be
tauzht and leamt, ““Proprivm dpdoypapins est, guoliens in voeis enun-
! tigtione nikil vidernus embiguwm, at in scriptione tora haesitatio posita
@st, 0t, cum dico Trofq, per  unum an per cuo scribers debeam” (Keil
WVI[ 72240, Simifarly, concerning the » of ns, Velius belisves it s
elegantiz to follow Cicero's (spoken) use of foresia, Megalesia, hortesia,
without the {n] {Eeil VII 78.21-79.5; Kramer 1976: 64} Quintilian
lad said that “conswdes sxempta n Htrers legimus™ (3,729, sllying

| himself in the first person with those who do not pronounce the [n] in

_such a word; Cuintilian, Velius, and their public, at Izast, are noi to
blame 5y virtue of their literacy for the [n] in Fr. pesser, ete, If we still
seriously believe that Proto-Romance was the spesch of only the un-
educatad, it is surely strange Lo see Quintilian reveal himself as “wulgar”
in such a matter-of-fact tone, The comments examined here are more
compatible with the view that this vernacular pronunciation is in fucl
the pronuncation of evervane in the first two centuries A.D.; that the
ecducated Latin usad by scholars ever since the Carolingian H“_.,.m naissance
was not the same as thar used by the literate in the Reman Empirs, and
may never have been used at ell by anvone befors the Carolingian
scholars invented it. Velius Longus has held the stage in this section

ecause he is untypically explicit, but there is no need to suppose that
his uszge was untypical of thar of his time,

b) The Fifth Century

When vernacular loses sounds entirely, such as [k}, [-m],and [a]
befors [5] in Imperial Latin, their subsistencs in the orthogrephy makes
the difference betwsen speech and spelling immediately percepuibls.

i e s prand b rars

R

T

i |
o

The Evidence of Grammarians before 500

Grammarians are less lixzely o be awars of other kinds of change in
progress, since allophenic variation i5 notoriously hard for pative
speakers to percsive. Imperial Letin developed considsrably from the
second century to the Gith, however, and by the time of the fifth-
century grammerians some such devslopments ame bepinning to -
na These later writers occasionally mention vowel allophony in
a way that mmakes it clear that the old quantiteiive vowel svstam was
alrzady suzerseded in their vernacular by thet of “Proto-Romance”
In Early Latr, there were distinctions of length of prooundi ,zﬁ_m
hetween a long and short 4 and &, 3 and & ete, but the evidence of g1l
the later Romance langusges sugessts thet such distinetions were no
longer functional in speech by the fifth century. Consentius, for sx-
ample {from Souchern Gaul), noticed that the written letler § represents
different sounds in the words (e, hebuwd (and ferud), and fominem, and
that the distinction is not expiicable in terms of old-fashion=sd quantily
alone. His terminology verpes on the opagque, but if we consider thess
words in the light of their Rumance descendants — eg. TE 2= 53, @,
HABUL > 5p. Auwbe, TENUI 2> Sp. fuve, HOMINEM > OSp. omne >
hombre — it seems Hixely that he is vafzering o & closed [i] in fee, an
open [i] = closed [¢] in Aabui and tenuf, and a tandency 1o a cantra-
lized schwa 1 [z] the second wvowsl of English fadher) in
Rominen
Romanas linguze ir hoo erit moderatio, vt exilis eius sonus sir,
uhi ab ea werbum ineipit, ot ife, aut zsinguior, u?iin ea desinit
verhum, ut habwd, renud; medium guendam sonum inter e et §
habet, ubi i medio sermone est, ut homiinens, Mihi tamen
videtur, quanco producta est, pienior vel acutior sssy; guzndo
autam areviz est, medium senum exhibers debef, sicut cadem
sxzmpla, quas posita sunt, possunt deciarace,
(Rleil W 394 1622 Kramer 1976: 26, Allen 1S70: 48)
This final comment shows that his reacers will see what he mesns if
they pronounce rhese words for themselves; his readess oo, it seems,
are nol archaizing unevelved “Latic' speskers either. Consentius is
prowd of the way he trusts his own cbssrvation of contemporary usags
rather then merely aceepting the autherity of long-desd wrilers: “nos
exempla huits modi dabimus quae in usu loguentium animadversers
possumus™ (approvingly quoted by Diaxy Diaz 1931-521 215, 0 A
In the same century, Pompeius _._nm similar advice for Lis saders,
When discussing the remarks mads in the second century by Terentianus
Maurus about “long”™ and “short’™ vowels, which would hove Been in-
zelligible in that £istant ape when that distinction was prodably still per-
ceptibie, Pompeins suggests that you can tell whather &n o is technically
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G0 Prowunciafion in Pre-Carolingion Romance Communities

pronuntizmus™) i3 not that of talking some evolved *“vulgar” non-
Classical Latin, but that of not talking ordinary aczsptable fifth-century
southern vernacular, That vernacular would diphthengize OFPUS and
EQUUS Tul not ROMA nor — probebly — AEQUUS. iAequus dees aot
survive now, but the evidence of closure in the cognate Sp. igual or It.
uguale < AEQUALEM suggests that this word was closed in its first
syllable to at least as great an extent as demens or meta, and thereby
“strenpthensd” itself out of diphthongization,) Not surprisingly to a
inguist, Pompeius and his readers speak their own vernacular, We have
cause to be grateful 1o Pompeius, for on the next page (im Keil} we find
this long discussion concerning how to pronounce words spelt with &
or di and a following vowel (this section is hsre reproduced from
Kramer 1976: 70, whose edition makes the point clearer):

sunt aliqua vitia, quae uitare debemus. istas quingue oy debes
uitare: iotacismos, labdacismos, myotacismos, collisiones, hiatus,
iotagismi sunt, qui flunt per § litteram, siqui ite dicat, Tinus pr
o quod est Tir<y>ius, Ausatiug pro eo quod est dwens<s>ius,
Amantius pro eo quod 25t Amanr<s>ius, quo mode ergo hoe fil
vitinm? definiamus illud, et uidebimus postes, quo modo cavers
debemus, fit hoo witium, quotiens post & uel di syllabam sequitw
uocalis, si non sibilus sit, quotienscumgue enim post o uel df
syllabam sequitur vocalis, llud & uel di in sinilum usrrendum est,
non debemus dicere ita, quem =d modum seribitur Trifus, sed
Tit<s>fus: media illa syllaba mutatur in sibilum, ergo si volusris
dicere i uel 4i, noli, guem ad motum scribitur, sic proferre, sad
sihilo profer, sed illud scire debes, guia tunc hoc facere debes, sl
mediz sit. si autem prima fuerit in prima parts orationis, stiamsi
sequatur uocalis, non illam uertit in sibilum, ecce dies habet post
se uocalem: debemus diers g<zi»fes, s2d non dicimus. adde
sartem pricrem, ut istam mediam facias, e1 dicls merfl<z>ies:
non posswmus dicers mieridies, ul selas quoniam tune contigit hoe
huic syllabae, guotizns media est, non, quotiens priorest ., .

“Non debermus dicere ita, quam ad modum seribitur, . 7 “nali

! quem ad modum seribitur sic proferre” No instruction could he
clearer; do not arbnounce the word exactly as it is writter, What is
here called = Sitim s precisely the pronunciation that is advocated
ss correct by the scholars of Carclingian times and later, viz. pro-
| nouncing wiitten if and df as [ti] and [di], and failing o palztalize
“intervocalic 1] to [ts] and [d] to [dz] before the semivowel [j]. The
ipronunciation advocatsd by Pompeius is that which still survives in
'ftalian words such s giustiziz; the pronunciation criticized is that
Lwhich follows the spelling. The n:ﬁ.mmh_nunm mentioned by Pompsius
hetween the palatalizing meridies, with a [dz], end dies, with just s

[d], is presumadly due o the fact that there is a stressed [i] in dies

The Evidence af Legal Docutments ol

(= Sp. diz) sut asemivocalic [j] in meridies, The soeling-pronunciztion
[meridizs] without the [z] is something which cannet bs said, *non
possumius dicere”. Pompeius not only does not talk in the normal post-
Carclingien Larin manner here, he cgano¢. Holtz (1981 238) comments
that in gensral Pompeius used “African Latin®, pointing out that he
often used fgbere to form the future tense, in the normal spoken way,

The evidence suggests that the fifth-century grammerizns, o
the few occesions that they mention pronunciation, ¢iscuss, prescrize
snd use the normeal vernscular of their time end place. In previous
centuries, Cicero, Quintiliam, Caper, Velius Longus and others did the
same. They were writing for an sudience who already knew how to
sromounce and did not nesd to be waught, The evidence does not
suppe:t the sraditional view that the language of the educsted classes
had fziled to underzo vernacular sound changes; and if the grammarians
and their public did not speak such an underdeveloped urchaic
language, wha dic? Nor does it offer any comfort 2o the general view of
Mediaval Latinists, that the developments from’ *Classical” Latin to
Romence only egin wany extent after 00 AD, The evidence is nol
large. Much of it is cpague or ambiguous. But what there is supports
the view that the grarumarians themselves spoks the vernzcular of their
time, which had evolved ss much, broadly speaking, as the recon.
structionist shilologists now claim, and mors than Latinists anc
historians tand o believe: in short, that there is only one norm of zro-
nunciation in an area {routine social and stylistic variaticns included),
and that this nerm can, if we wish, be called “Proto-Romance™,

The Evidence of Legal Documents
The following Uwee extracts from [lallan l=gal documents were
sproduced (ameng many others) in Sabatini {1965: 98384}

1Y from Colonsa (near Grosseto}, 782 A.D

L per amuem armum fustitia ipsel case reddere debeant p0roo
uno valents tremisse uno et uno pullo et quingue ovas et camisia
urn volente tremisss unc et uno animale in menss magio valente
trerisse uno, vinum et labore secundum consuchudinem ipsef
LTS

2} from Lusciano (near Boisena), 762 AD.
... per omnemt gnnumn de ipsa casa vel res reddere debeam uno
anirrale zonoting in mense magio, porco uno annuiing in oc
tummic, sex cecimate de vino, grano siligine bono modiz
quattucr, angaric quaniar witlitas flierit

) fromn Lucea, 763 A DG

L prandium ecrum fali siv per omnpem seprimana: scaphil




g rselydriBeiIc ACURICY MET [0 UCMIBIOGER SU) UL Rash senoIngaa
yusnbesqus a1 jo siweq [eoniowsd o pauin) yosads pasjoas Jo UonEY
-ugsarda: e W paddope sjusumiadye STOMEL UL IBYY ST USUNGIY mﬂ
Jo isnayp upew eyl cpnofe Buipes: jusnbesqns piE o1 220y aod gy oy
UMET Hay SulpEroBiss Asnoiasnos 2In oyl mats ST fminoeLlsg
11811 SE a4 5B UGET,, Maly $9qUI05 19y SIWNSSE pue ‘asind NMEsoEn
§37 U7 *Azoan wuou-oal S Jo jusundord B Jeswing st TITIBGRY

1 ou) MERUDT J12[R) Ul PUE erou fustfes JO saInseRL oL,
aan1rTed aqduns aul 1o onppuaugnd ap t(urssed) Wi 01 o- apnaulL 22y
2 _.ET safasn EHadu-uon ...E.an 'gG] 12N0TUIAs 10) EnEmuEho

.r.j I “ae 2

) :m,r.w.zm e h uum__u 1aded .Em:m_m_ @10 ‘sl E LJErmidw,, 80 0l ST

i3s3 §odo pUE oiwgouag Saan | daatys,, 10 WE0J JUEUEL B 1O 588,
Hoaom 1] <) <) wAD [Bnd leansu oy o rEanyd DanIEUO2ETE B OIS
Aroeungsid §1STIL NG CEDaG U7 T4 S 8- ST TUNof 5% &1 mba
2oy pnosa JRLIIRIE P[0 811 SEeaslm __,uuﬂ_ STyl U IV 2 uEa] sl
-eunu ARmEUe oy ey ATEI] UL yRiys CIEMoBUias Aeiodilalied g
Jo avED sU0 ) syussaidas srmuiosp ‘odessed sures wpp uf CAydraFonion
[RI2110 13 dn 10D OF 99138 3 Fulyeads-IRNOBWSA B J0 10W3N)E U1 &
ﬁ.EEEEE aq Ao ves urog sup CAgderdoyio 1981109 AL TR 1Y 2EED
S UT DUR (m$02 < VEN¥D ") afueyd sl e of[e W [0] < [ az]
“IOIICE 13 03 WACUHU[) " Ollidnido 58 A[DIL0T 1T 01 0] durane o
aaisy CI00 5B A[9aL:00 £[0Ej[ads SRWLELICE SBM ponepunuoid [1c]
Al 12U J0E91 AU UlAy (25D < WIIDVT ‘oo < OI00) - 2UmIaq
I AR U (BT wodp SUTMoIonq 382k B B (uning UBLE] Helele)
dg <) wioy SAINKALIY paiefrised suy) jo UONELLIZEOD DIPUAlCS
B S {7 C0U U IELWRID0 TG 10 gytmod TUEGES Mg S8l ) pUE
apiniuIcg juassrdes EDNfET “aa0qE paonposdal SIUIRLMDOPR. 31} U]
I aeg 33010 f[w] 407 710 2L R oS 'sworyEiuasald
3l oMEEId el [RURISEIZC {1lA smsuiadys spopoal L:p puE {uog
ATIBSIENE 1507 ATUD 2alasald SUNO0 SIURLIOY 2I8Um 'sel1nilad 1Taada
DUE iilizd oL jo §1ds] WRIDGQ] UL SUTel SR d [0 U0 2al1TEmLaE
oty Ao 'ajdunes o) sealie njlaads Jo adusnicy A o1 radord szigds
25ED PEINDA) U1 O1 UCLIENUT 217) 51 alalfl fogF WELo Hqery Jo uteds
Wm0 tudno oroemiieny jo edmexe 1o fArEINOE2CA MBU SpNIOU A1
l.m;:v TE 10 T §UOHRes sEall Ul sUoheiouu] [eredwpuou Sy
/ - "porsaardiln mEmEuu:mﬁ: pue Anuepad Surdnpns
\uazamien esmiordmiod S[QBUOSESI B oame sjusunsn[ps [eamioeid  yons
_ e ‘snonus: SuTiioseq sea Sumpeds pum yosads Usasgag U0T0IICD A1

usum afe uE Ut Fupeiedo sie sladwe] sy CASEINOTELL IOf LMY 2213

£h Bl MFnI T (e fo eouapia ey |

o1 ssafiuiog st 31 ‘bed AUy Jo sdyys FiiTsiieas el wE 1eqeel ‘esoding
o SIS HIET I, .._.Qm:n:_‘.n_n_lwmﬁu TR UEE & ._ AJTUNWILLCD 11813 __.“
Aoziaai] jo jaas] a1 01 EUOIIodesE £3G10S BROIATPUI T0 sauali|Eaul S
U1 10 RIIRA ATESER0E B a1Rrised 0] UosER OU 51 21811 185 CSENPLIEU L
Jo acuedTRIm oyl funracucd i Jenonsed B Butag sg (uoeT Amiuas
.:F..B DUE -1pdly ‘aouel] woqion Anuas-yiyfis pus -yiuaset 'TE)
SERIE GOUELOY TEASIpSUL ATBD Y} 0 UDNLE UT UOTIBDOPS 0 [Ead] a0l
BNy ._.=: _Eunuw a1 palaldiaaul S2UUTL 18 SART] SIE(OUDE LISPOT
59201 [FNI0BI0 § 100 SUOTT . ifedInaul,, paatont ek pe v.;,.._:w.‘,____
800 ATAIIla 29 D{NOYs ngq LoInmenu paezeyder], B OSE siusimaop
1ans 3o a[A1s 21 saguosap ‘apdwexa 207 (£ 1SR 1) IERISINT T — pAulRL
Apugns ussg ey fadoo jupfnod SURLIEQIED 283U, 1 ‘SNIRLUNICT
yzns o1 yoeordds fumiucned voumues suo syl mnpasoid [RUOLE]
JUT a[gIsuEs b oseM ST 10j '32adsaij[es euomssyjond auics Ul URS
s1adme) asauos AR o uEBumolsly sanoadsiad s osspun Funus
Jo snbilugos: [swiiu) $$e] B OJOASD [BUO[URINT 317 J0 104 eouziol rit
[EHDS 2150 Jo MRssd Y1 100 % Ul [RlIadl] peuoiysel-nle OTUMne
Ul ZRUIN0D 10U 91T SUC[IDAS 28] L IE: 108) S L (R9aT ULEAES o5k
‘da) pus jzanoad ¥ 1of padojdep ASNOIORIOD ' EIIIST wuti] mydos,
e paios 3agiIos ascdind sy oy IEMOEWEA SACilsodap A
J0 Il RIUEAIGE] ._E uEu_‘ S1I05 ag 03 aoiionad UL sARY DUER “UCOIEZ|EWLIOL
rord o1 S{QEULIEER §39] A|[ESISULIILT SIE AT s U0IIDERIRIT TRAPLILL
ay; io STElep onjiads Uile (ESp SUO0Z9S | 9aLy,, TRl 2%l =R
ned,, sus ‘a1 a1 Wwolj peysmAunsp 2B ANp  auymhsinuunie) noed,
3Ll muumm_ﬁm gau] S({es [UI1RARS [ Pusidiidas Ll .Lm Aad Cprpa psdr Ep
‘507 135t FaAD0E “F'e [ROTSSEIOUN Ualf0 20 aepriielo) 2EA) Tsem Af 10R]
Uy UBLL STEGSIE SI0W SEM 203 o Jo sfendue] o vmp uogssaadun e
SAT3 STU) A2 DUE CiEar Ayl UBIR 12fu0] Us1jo 91B SUOIDET asall AEpo)
op JEr sAME] % 58 “apEDl Sy Jo S[oct 2 jo ued 5 srotsseIdxa ons
Ados 01 1mima) pey 21 SIB[NOBUI2A WO ST TT STWI0] 21EULET pasnpoid
AT[EINIEU 20015 S} 1B 20LAPlAR 10U 81 SO01I085 asay] JO p0uUaisme ]
129100, 2iol ATrErausd aue fUOTSIas DIRPUERS B Woa] peidod feEmuiia)
pervader-31o a1r yon{s 1xe 93 Jo sued 350 faoz1d 3mal) eyl LY 'Satio8
-51ES Ol 0JTT SRJ CAINiUes UIXGS ATp ST Ali2a Se 15ES] 3T W0d) Sl
-na0p [EEEeU Jo afTndue| syl 1R PeIELSUCLiAp. B TUREQEY ea0dE
317 5B OTs swsnmaep AppEiioa Sumnpord ‘siadme) sie dnold uons
SU} TS CBUTIA U HOeDOnDETL a8 o) nd wawr simran
EanoeId yotiia T JAUTEW 217} 01 UOTURLR ING uing o1 2100 5 1]

T SISO SNGIpa.aY ap SR 18 ‘oajo g
108 OMOUT aD CIPUed iz omﬂmm 2ua( ORI _H:um.m 18 B(E) COH P
=[] nd ap ﬂuh_uu Cnp 12 ‘o [TA mﬁm.ﬁnﬁ N e 01200 aled “oreE

SHLIHAMIIEY) DOUDTHOY WISUY A4 W) WOUDIDWIEOL] 79




-4 Provunciarion in Pre-Corolingian Romace Comanuniiies

hiz insight is more veluasle than that s discoveries are fully con-

(sistent with the hypothesis that lawvers did not kaow of “Latin™ as a
\separale norm, :,E they learnt esrablished formulas, but need not have
‘used themselves the kind of language expressed in those fonmulae, nor
ieven Lave known what they literally meant, At times ths dqc:._._im_m are
Hingarrectly E_,mnz_umn in a manner that betrays their nature as set

¢ parti ibere wre the griphic répresentation of
,mﬂrm_ speech, and thus hmmcjmzv simple enough for the lawwver o
o read back to the crigingl depositor of the dogument §F requirec, the
i main problem for a one-norm Proto-Bomanes theory of early medieval
: : speech communities is not how to exglain che existence of the pars libere,
.1 but how to visualize the partf formulistiche being read sloud in the
. absgnce of m.ﬁmeE:m.Ecn:h...mw o0 RO mEEmm de the vernacular

4 with refetence
oA n@n::ﬁzﬂ ?“_E HEF.R;E? EE.: E: the general answar can be
summarized here. Anyone wishing to reproduce alpud sections of

archaic languags will ave no problem in reading words that exist in n._v

vernacilar in any case; they .,.:.= _.._m.H|W@. m.H.n_mm_ .Lm wp..ﬁ.u.<.|nmmw=u..n word,
Veaniunet, Foi mxp:%w.ﬂacﬁ e in Castille read as [Bjénen] . Words that
_._ﬂfm.&mn ot would be given the gr _uH_E.EE:n__u :.E_” E.E_n_ n._r_.m?. spalt
surviving words had in the ..wmmﬂlmmn_mm.cnmnw qm:._mnEmn m_uu.-usﬁmﬂ,.,mwmp:n
- will he ﬁn._.(.irﬂ.ﬁ...unn as [d] in those aress wh :.,.,.:“ voiced in the
..aunnn.__.mﬁ {e.g. France znd Spain), but zs [t] ..,.&anm it remained THE
mc:_&mﬁ, :p:..w_ :Jm.mc:_u.ﬁu _J_u_ﬁ_._m.,.ﬁnw

_That mm_w no lengsr qurrent,, M;E

A,D_.nmn :._f.wm..mﬂm_.u.m_u.cma_”m
as the old pessive ending -frur, would be

s ureated_n exacty the same way; Le._in Spain {idor], in Italy [itor 1.

i ﬂur reater ...____u;_E not have any x:n_c.._mgma of * ow thess w o:...w wor:n_nu

read m__.uEu a8 :, E.mw .,fw._m ﬂ;: in _.n_E non use, The :ﬂ .:.,: tha Latin
CEyntax ‘of thesz formulze mi E.H Emrm r_.:w vermacular M_EJLJE?EU
guite mézninglesss: :..:&ﬁ._._mﬁ E.:é-

This is m_am_T 1o E.Em,:c 5:5 ano .wmu mqm_nmu ?u_.d ioa?:
Erglish, When reading sloud the Authorized Bible (of 1611 in church,
modern Englishmen give to archaic words and morphemes (such as the
-eat of thou makest, or the -eth of doeth) the pronunciation which they
would have had were they ndt archaisms, without worrying about the
eariy seventzenth-century phonetic realization pf what i now the /)
phonems, in exactly the sams way as they also give those words and
morghemes that are not archaic a norma!l modern twentieth-century
vernacuiar pronunciation. The -est of makest will sound exactly like the

ma

denee of Legal Docunenls g3

-5t of gregtesr. . AT

The ohjection couid be rzised that this hypothesis, of varnacular
pronunciation gven of the formulaic ssctions of notarial docuoments,
would still have made the resulting speech sufficiently distinetive for it
to couni as g separalé non-vernacular lenguage, for syntactic and lexical
rezsons. This argument does not follow unless we alweys wish to view
the lawyers of any community as spsaking 2 literally different language -
from that of their clients.

Genesally thers is good resson to see the forms used in legal
documents as sxamples of a separate style or register rather than &3 2
separate language, For example, Crystal and Devy (19697 Chap. 8} have
sroduced an iluminating styiistic study on .:1 Language of Legel
Documents” in English. This is only concerned with modern Brizzin,
but many cormments could apply fo the dosuments af early Romance:

There is a strong motivation for any fawysr to turn 1o & form of
_,.,EHE that Iie knows he can rely on rzther than take a n;m_ ce om
concocting somsthing entively new ., mudh legel writing is b

no means spontanecus but is copied directly from ‘form 2ocks’,

a5 thev are called, in which established formulae are collected | .

it is a form E,._E.h.cnmr which is about as {ar removed as pussibls

from informal spontansous ¢ cofversation . ., _“E&

[t is especially noticeable that any passage of legal English is

usually well studded with archaic words and phreses of a ikind

that n._..:_E be uged by noone else but lawyers. {Z07)
This urchaism, mainly in svatax but also in vocabulary and morpho-
logy (e.g. witnesseth), is a known and provadle phenomenon; yel it
would be absurd to propose that modem British lawyers normaly
converse with each other according to & pronunciation system which is

sznturiss older then thet of the rest of the community, Indeed, they
slearty pronounce zrchaisms according to the phonological system of
their modern vernacalar. If that is the cass now, there is no reason to
propose that lawyers in early medieval Romeance communities need
havs spoken anything other then the phonolegy of the community they
ware We can regard the lewyers of those centuriss as drawing up
docurments in a traditional and practical manner, but we can hardly
sxpect chem to be capable of linguistic feats which berder on the lm-
sossible, such as successfully imitating the phonology of a far distant
era, A profsssional lnguist of our time finds it hard to copy a long-
m&.,i ct ﬁ:n__,o_oﬂe...mnnhmﬁnﬁ, a s.iﬂ:._m medieval lawyer, in a a pre-
philological age, would-have fotund it iffipossibie in s.mr:nn E H..E;

[mperic Tafin even it could have occurred 1o him 10 try. In shorr, the
langaige of legel documents contains no svidence (o point 1o tha
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&3 Pronuncigtion fn Pre-Carolingian Romance Communities

uncouth barhbarians -have now besn reinterprsted as the results of
techniques of composing i & péetic sivle of the vernacular. If such
poems look “Latin® on pager, that is 2 consequence of. their being
writien befors the orthographic innovation consequent upon the
Carolingian reforms,

Ehythmic poetry is not, however, the same as popular verse,
Popular songs and verses undoubtedly existed then, as they have in all
xnown cultures, but by their very nature have left little trace. Rhythmic
poelry was o written penre. Many poems of this tipe that have survived
were shown by Norberg o belong to carefully defined schemara and
patterns thet needed to be learnt, The number of ayllables was the most
importznt criterion for a line of “thythmic verse; the academic defi-
nitien of & syllable was includec in Grammurica, “Rhythmic postey™ is
thus an educsred genre with its own standards, rather than 2 collective
label for all verse that fails to conform to quantitative metrics: “A
thythmic poem is one in which the old system bas been replacad by a
new one, not g poem whose characteristics are the shsence of rulss and
anarcily” (Norberg 1958: 94), It is a simplification, therefore, to cell 2l
non-metric verse rhythmic”

Regularity wes based on the numbsr of syllables per line, and in
the grammetical tradition syllables were dafined on the basis of written
vowels. The only features of pronunciation in these poems that might
not have accorded with normal vernacular thus concesn vowels: ic
particular the oecasione]l avoidancs of syncopation of short vowels and
a routine rendency to leave vowels in hiates, This reluctance to elide iz
often extended to an apparently delinerate avoidance of having a word-
final vowsl followed by a word beginning with a vowel at all, These
phenomens probably have something to do with the normal stvle of
song perfarmance, which is usuzlly slower than spontansous speech,

Some rhythmic verses imitate most of the structural aspects of
an old form, In these, patterns of stressed and unstressed svllables re.
place the odd patierns of long and shors. ones, and cassuras are sidl
observed at the mid-points of longer lines. Rhyme and assonance begin
to be used regularly in sddition, and the formal complexities are.ofien
inereasad by the inclusion of such inteflacrual games as acrostics and
telestichs, In conssquence, many of these compositions represent an
intellectual achievement, whatever we may think in this Romantic
ape of their poetic value, They are signs of changes in procedure and in
taste, but are nonetheless the conscious products of skilful writers,
Other rhythmic verses disregard the strct partern of stressed znd un-
stressed syliables except before the caesure and ac the end of a lin2; in

The Fvidence of “Rhyihmic™ Poetry a%

these the number of syilables (i.e. of wiitten vowels and Classical diph-
thongs) per line remains theoretically constant, and the cassure is in the
tracitional place, ceded by p paroxytons. These verses are the
intellectial forsrunners of the later Romance verse systems, many of
which follow a similar pattern and come to be identified through the
same criteria of thythmic patiern and regulasity of line length {ez.
the hendecasyllable),
For example, the ninth-century Spanish hymn to St Jercme
(AF XXV 126) begins as follows:
1.  Christus est virtus, patris sapientia,
Cuneios qui replet spiritall gratiz,
Lt possint probe digerere normulam
Et proximorum illustrare opace,
Ut digne nossint fruers caslestia,
2. Ipsius deno perflatus egragius
Qiim hic vates nomine leronymus,
Omnibus notus doctrinamm Fuﬁ.u._ucy
Cunctos irrigans ex almis dogmatibus,
U1t 3ol resplendet in ortu igricomus.
3. Hicprocul cuncta saecull negotia
Percaleans peds velut “spurcissima
Dredeoorosa TEspuitque sascula,
Alens inopum egeraque viscoera,
Siki asrerna soquirens stipendia,

{Blume 1397 150}

The basic pattern hers is of 5 syllables plus 7 sylizbles; 3...5,.”
ninth sentury this rhyihmic “lambic™ line is us tracitional as any ather.
The caesura i3 observed throughout the seventeen ﬂmnmmm_ m_E_n._.H.ﬁ is
conspicuously not required, and the music may have also “..E_u the effect
of relengthening into full syllables some vowels that were in the process
of syncopating in nommal speech (2.8, the « in seeculz, 3 3}, The pro-
thetic ¢ thar Blume adds before spurcissima (3.2) might be unnscessary
in wview of the possible emendation of velur to veluti, but in the
following lines it ssems unavoidable:

4.2 Ft sese valde {e)stringit ac rsguiam

52  Gentdliumque sgmmo cum (e)studio”

f.4  Ohsequicrum tantum ui (&)spiritim

42 Tecriminatur (g)stuliorum faetio

7.4 Tapiter, semger, per zevi {@)spatio

This is not a qm”nEEE.u howevar: the prothesis is not required in other
lines such as 1.2 and 3.5 above, and the metric licance connmen 1o
hymn-singing in most languages seems to have besn sxpleited here,
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7z Pronuwncietion in Pre-Carclingian Romance Commitninies
Norberg 1968: 45). This collapse of alonic i, 2,8 and /8,0, 1) and of
tonic (1, B and (8, 1f is found in assonance patterns of Lacin poetry
from all Romancespeaking communities, sut not in the poelry com-
posed in the British Isles, whers there was little native Romance verna-
gular after the fifth century and the poems were performed acconding
to a largely artificial usage kept alive through spelling-prenunciaticns.
The Anglo-Saxon habits may in this respect have been roughly similar
ta Mullers envisaged language of the fifth to the early eighth cenrries,
but they did not coexist with an evolving Romance in the same com-
munity (see below, re Beds),

The evidence of rhythmic poetry from pre-Casolingian times
suggests that it was originelly expected to have the normal vernacular
sounds, of the time and place whese it was composed, Neither this, nor
the erudite metric verse, can be adduced zs evidence in favour of the
hypothesis that their authors regularly used an archaic Latinate spesch
systematically distinet from the cosxisting 014 Romance,

Some of the surviving Merovingian examples have baffled even
Morberg with their apparent lack of organization on recognizable
patterns: e.g. King Chilperic’s hyma to St Médard, Theofridus of
Corhie’s hyma XLI, parts of the versified life of 5t Eliglus (MNorberg
1934: 32, 52, 70 n.20).

The third of these was examined by Meyer (1935 23442),
whose study suggssts that the author may have thought that metric
hexameters are lines contwining six word-stresses, By permitting two
accents on some long words, and ignoring the atomic words, such
lines as the following can become “regular™ after a fashion {the accents
are Meyer's); g lines 455-300:

S4tis Tecisse me réor

olira nam réferre grivor,

Haée petica hexdmetris

ddludéntibus digitis tdnti amére antésiitis.

Cir atitemn haec métrica volterim immogue pernatcs

ritidne componers non differam bréviter explandre.

It is possible that the poet, probably writing soon after Bishop
Eligins’ death in 680, was workdng on a regular proto-Romanee oral basis
of some kind, For example, the second half of L4097 could become 2
rhythmic hexameter, with the long/short pattemn replaced by a strass/
unstressed one, if the -ore of reciprocare could be ssen as a single stressed
syllable, the -uf as a single unsiressed sylizble, and the u of versiculis us
ahsent, all of which are quite plausible reconstructions for the Romance
of the time. It would in tlis way be possible to turn rmwch of this into &
popular-stress-based poem, zlthough there are too many imponderables

succincto cdrming pléctro;
necésse qubgue nec opinor,
reciprocdre stidui versiculis,

The Swidence of the Viigoshie Linurgy i3

for any such conjecture to be convineing in detall. The generzl point
holds, though: whatever thess verses are, it seems absurd to supposs
that their authors were not, in fzct, operating with Merovingiar verna-
calar, whizh was written down in the caly available speliing, the
traditional Roman, More successfully elaborated poems, on the othsr

1]

hand, are signs of welleducated posts rather than of hilinguals,

The Evidence of the Visigothic Litargy
Liturgy is a field that the philologizt cannot ignore, The hispanic
Iiturgy is fuller end wider than probably any other in the West;
through many sources we know that the most notable literary
figures of Spain were involved in praparing the texis . .. ;
' (DHaz v Diaz 1976: 301 :

Colling (1977: 33) has stated baldly but accurately that most of
the current accepted wisdom concerning Visigothic Spanish socizty is
based on “whimsical concatanation of fantasy™. A largs corpus of texts
survivas from the period 389-711, however, including the many bocks
of the Visipothic (or “mozarabie’) licurgy elabarated by the best group
of scholars in Europe at the time, led by Isidore of Seville, If there is o
fe found anywhere in Romance Europe betwean 500 andé 700 evidence
ol a “learned™ pronunciation norm distinet from the vernacular, one
would expect it to have existed in the performance of the Visigothic
fiturgy. The texts arg long and provids a [ull picture of liturgicsl
practice; they are filled with rhetoric and eleveted style, such a5
clauselar chythm and highsounding vocabulary.

Rhetorieal skills, fiterary style and slevated vocezbulary, how- '
ever, are al teachable and learnzble in accordance with the technigues
of wiitten composition ineorporated in the grammars vsed in Visigothic
Spain, Whether they, or arcane and archaie pronunciations, sxisted in
the spoken vemmacular of those who prepared and used the Iiturgy, is
open to doubt. [t used to be assumed that any spelling or grammatical
errors found in the texts were errors introduced by subsequent
copyists; Férotin (1912 xix), for example, commented adversely on
“the incorrectness of mozarabic menuscripts and the ipnoranes of the
copyists’. AS a conseguence, the inherited textual versions ran the risk
of being tecchily “'correctad™ by modern editors as i they wers school-
20y compositions {see the strongly-worded comments of GE [973Db).
Fortupately the evidence remains; Diaz v Diaz studied the [anguage of i
the manuscripts and demenstrated ther most of the apparantly “in- :
correct” fearurss of these texts are faithful to the orginal versions i
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78 Promuncigtion in Pre-Corolingian Romuance Conmunities

ecclesiastical terms such as eglesize (e.g, Orae 1030: Greek éxxinoin >
Latin ecelesia > Spanish iglesia), paraglitm (Orae.1036: “paraclete”),

and psalmograue (Orae 703) — in which the penultimate letter u re-
presents what was normally spelt as ph, GK. ypagr: other exsmpies
include memediprum (Ord 253 ie. MEMET [PSUM: > Sp. mi mismo,
ep. [talian medesimo), nebbotum {Ord 417 NEPOTUM; in Spanish the
[2] has since diseppeared regularly Selore a syncopated internal vowel
and a dental, > nief), prevatio and provang (Ord 440 and Sger. 11631
PREFATIO and PROFAMA; Sp. prefucic and profane ere fifteenth-
century reborrowings), The similar neutralization of the [t]/[d] dis-
tinction al the end of words leads 1o written forms such as the commen
reliquid for religuit, The second type of misspelling, in which ¢ and ¢
are used 1o represent a sound which had never been anything other than
[z] and {d], is exempliliable wich clorize (Orac.120: for Eloriag),
eliscenti (Sacr 609.2: for ghisceni), and the common aline (for aliud),

gt {for ad), The mno_uﬁjm concezming-the manner of wrilten represen-

tation of final 1dT 4 _Eu a perpetual nrecgeupation of the ¢ ...ﬂ.rmﬁ.,&

pramiivarians as they mﬂm:._w to preseribe when to write it or i, quir or

Guid o ad | Btc.; : is ong of the few Jmcmﬂn feat

g3 discussed by
m Isidore himelf, Tt does not look a8 though these scholars spoke 2

ect imwhich @ritten final-r and - represented distinet sounds. _..,.H.:m
o_a :u.ﬁ_ummmMG that the Spanish of Moslem Spain preserved unvoiced
intervocalie [t], [p], [k, has been by now exploded, see e g, Corriente
1978, Galmés 1577). : .

Other evolutions of the sound svstern that have coourred by the
seventh century in the vernacular of Spain are also perceptible in its
trenscription in the lturgy. The positional instability of the [r] sound
in Theria {e.g. quebrar << CREPARE, enrrego < INTEGRO, ete.) s visible
in written prespicuus (Orac841) and prescrutator {Sser329), for
perspieuns and perscrutator, The common Spanish metathesis of [r]
‘and [1] {e.g. peligre < FERICULUM) is visible in written fraglabii (Sacr.

461,23), for flagrabiz, The intrusion of unexpected [r] after [t] (e.g.
estrelly < STELLAM) is perceptisle in retrovsers (Sacr 1187), Tor re-
torrere. The prothetic [e-] of words begining with [s] plus 2 consonant
s not usually transcribed in liturgical manuscripts zny mors than in
hymns, being an allophonic and predictable variant of /5, as [we] was
of [a] and [j2] was of e/, but the presence of the extra vewel in
speech is deducible from the common converse misspelling of ste {Sacr.
276.15, etc)} for original iste {oy now pronounced [este], as in 5p.
este), on the analogy of the correct spelling sro for contemporary
[estd] (STO > estd > esroy). Even the use of clausular rhythms has

gt detd

e

The Evidence of the Visigothic Linwgy 77

been shown to require a basis in the vernzoular prothesis; the syllable
spparently missing in the clausula corenandos siztuss (Orac 8 and 674),
for example, is discoverable in 3 pronunciation comparable to modern
Spanish estaiuas.

This study by Diaz v Dizz, ignored
pught to have had the effect of removing one of the last legs on which

the two-nerm theory can rest, If the licurgy of the most literate area of

sevanth-centwry Burope required and implied 2 contemporary verna-
cular pronungiation from beth is zuthors and s performers, who is
there lefl in the whole of seventh-ceniury Romaria to whom the hvpo-
thetizal exdsteniee of @ Lavivate noom can 2pply? The common admission
thet only a very few men of the time “knew Latin® needs to be revised
into 2 firm recognition that nobedy of that time “'xnew Latin™, neither
imperizl vernacular nor the artificial lenguape used sines the (wellth-
century Renaissance: Latin as we know it now had not ye! heen
irvented, What existed wes che vernagular (Old Romance of m_w{_:.,_.m.
century Spain; and waen that was written, craditional orthograghy ar
the EEE._EFE of the “grammerizal™ manuals of writing succseded w
making the written version an inexact copy of the spoken, It was only
the sssumption that the clerics must have spoken “Latin® that pre-
ventad modern scholars {rom perceiving that they could nor hawve
spoken “Latin™; and as Collins cbserved, with his customary lapidary
directness, “interpretations based on g priod assumptions as to how
clerics think and behave must be reparded with some sceptiziem®™
(1977:35),

As regards the Roman litergy used elsewhers, the extensive
rzsearches of Mehrmann (e, 19610} heve effectively discounted the
possibility that the Roman livurgy of pre-Carolingian times was pro-

by Romanee philologsts,

nounoed uﬂ_,m"gnw from the vernacular of the congregztion, whatever

its stylistic or lexical level. Szinc Augustine himself said “melius est
reprehendant nos grammaticl quam non inteligant populi® es cegerds
arammatizal comprehensibifity; and although Mohrmann deoes balisve in
a kind of bilingualism in the Christien hiersreby, she noticeebly refrzing
from extending this to support for the theory of separate manness of
pronuncigtion, In sli her velumineus work there appears no hint thar
Hrurgicsl or Christian latin involved a non-vernacular phoneric systam,
We can be sure thet she would heve noticed if it had,

Eerly medieval liturgists seem no mors 1o be awarz of the
rmodern consensus that they did not speak contemporarny Romence
than were poets, lawyers, ar the fifth-century grammarians; the crucial
gvidence has erfectively been narrowed io the testimeny of the

.:.




aaryl ks s Iaan [ go [3] sweoaq [3p] YETOYNE “2aURLI0Y UETE]]
AINTURS-YIXKTS J0 S0USPID S[gEIOTLIASTOIDL 1M s[gnedoroa A[ng 87 ST
‘tnffo ur [q] © aey; 110U jAIE 10 OpadaY UL J0U I0g “fpT 58 spumnod
-I02 =fp- YINS U — juaas syl Ul [1] pasioaun U8 sAromqord 2ol CIo
— [p] © ST SI@]3 Sl SN 30 yoaads ey Ul ey JEUIIIELE apdams B ST sy
(LT'€T 181 IIA T8 ‘ESPT1 Td)
-ppuaffo cuglfo i f1EIos UoU § BITUOD teida oy i pT
fomgfpe m fmyBunipe duEUosuos J wme ([[ey aniEghas. 40
13 12008 TQN 152] INJIGLIDS TOT 32 "18U08 140 “uzsiod BISIl] P 2J2U0E
opoUl o[nd penb WEls (95 “INJUEINW SURLosuoy [Tl Wl
-iaa]] ureimye] seidodd LIN(OS UoW ST UI T 42 oOp fRir o2 onp
ppRIIr ETWEDSCUINGUL OU0s "uol ppuenb ‘e wame opuznb
sfrads eyl ST ST UCiRIETNUTCId BT TUALIND 3]
(L19T081 LA 1Y ' AFZl 1d)
JWEBm[aUl DpRasnEIed wel ponb Ut alsuad #oud
WELs1]] § FUINPUIGUDS PE 13 "WINQUELUTUS D8 12 132 usUiE] Snifal
FERLURNELG 10 SPLIXTIL SUIIanoD 13123150 eyl 8l {opmyansu o) sapoeid
JusLmo ‘SEUeds saNEWIAE sjqssod SE e 5B suolielaUnuoId Al
-131]e 2[qissod Jo sesed aq AR a1 slsUd (T0T-661 DA T SWE9Tl
— YWEYT] Td) TAUURW IE[ILTS B UT QASENIEP AR i Sila O U1 I2a0
swa(qosd syl uoipunsip SnEerFoyLo S Gl PIIE[R1I0D U0MIULD
srauoyd AUE 298 UED pallall] A8 SEOTIITLIISN S} Woys ol saqiros au:
10T SLICPRISSE ISY1T3U SPI0& S1008 lia 18y AJqeyEIsiumn 51 paidopa
alo] &1 jO UohEd[EU 101 "4 2illa O sl pue g ka0l HE RS
Sirpredal sniLAlLE]y SNNUBLIEDY J0 suonidiasand ay) sulsouos (aal-i91
TTA T S¥E9Z1 — OUSTl Td) mwydrdoyng ag vl Jo 1onp
SR GEI TS TOU fLIassa00e
% searsod stqiaa Ul ooof ownd $S[EI0A DB WEIRNT L, AR-LTe08
[LA e i aET Td) feie] AJpEG SIoil pajelzjlal &l vondnasaad s,
TRPT — LT L¥T IIA TN 'AEPTT Td) “1EU0E
WIUELTR 12 WHULD ODUE[ULLS TUT WUNIa18Es fwapmb mpguasiad
sregosros wrEidmun snqEsca € sniatsod ClesqEy WELTSSIAOL
lejuRUesuOD W snud wmionb fmiusSnfucd BgIa onp § INIE
DO AR TEI1A 3 O B 1] 1 DTS
ou mwﬁumu.ﬁ_wn..ﬁ | =t ﬁwﬁﬂﬂm.ﬁ.ﬁ.u...} B m..—_.(._.n_u_n— Li= U211 TRLIL] a1l J..u_mfw ARfad
-plrs4 a[diuls Jo 1931EUI I0UE S8 "YINOUNE jeyl SUrEdxa sy tALRLLS
(5-£°781 TIA 10X *08921 7d) “js wpsod wearngd s
.m.rEh._. LT 15} 8LLEL "aI3qap SIPU0E ¥ MaCp wadne wmua el S1euos 1S
‘JERACLU We0senE dap] EMIET srnammb | spliuonk spun e weg
& U wamb lUSqep AIAqEy i OIPAL Ul SAiInd 13 SAINEL
gnIlp) Taliiis e o1 ‘Suoszar [eaForowdia aop '8t [
s pesumotold ‘sopoend IERoETIaL ATEUTRID IO H.EEE [ t= I e LA
yInotie STIsEID aq o) jglne Buyjads 2 puR uopEunued s ey

Gl SRLOPOISERT) L4 E0E FUTLIMUIELD) Jo aouapyad Y.L

ke

sadieibidiankiailad, o a L

i sk 3 e b Ak b 1

PR 1Y LR SLERISINE HT ST FPF RS PP RE TSR PP e P |

sarpivads snopoisse) sfen Supmefe] S ul ‘erdurexs o4 Tdulads =
uo pasEg siened coneRUnuoId [ SIRINT, IEABIaA-To U AUR Hgis
ard jou g Sy 1R AOUS 01 SUOHEJIDUT Ynous SI® syl g “IR[nD
-pifaa [RUECUIT S} WoI) paAloAd A7ERIT 10U sea SRIL cid puw L
sr1y go 197 Al 30 0] F[193 UED 24 §B JB) OF 'SUIDIS A0USIPIE SHsELOL
sy pug Jjaswny o] sspdl SnUCpOIsSE) wopEounuead SL

-go) gonepuntald 01 ssalialajel [EUCISES00 I SIAD NG N Suonpocd
107 aAlJUEIUT oy % FUIsds 2(qEidends Iop 2llssp 4171 aauls I sg

1] o111 Aymnes? UE § mydadoyng ag tAniuas Yo 21E] 2y atoged ol

s00UnE SOURLOY Ul UWMOUXUT S§lMI1aTNo 8q 0} Wass yoffa Fugsig |
Jo FRMGITRISN] AP I s¥00q oMl 287 AL SUIpMITT ‘selIOIUNNE
snotanid 10818 Jo SIUALMIOD ST uo PeRRd st -spomsiiiad paldaan
5151381 ]0 0231100 8] [ B Sa0URISWnda 1 03 Uonusie _md
qugd sded pue ‘Surddon (EuoSnURI JO 0B ) T WNEEALA JB nHo
-£120% 511 U DEICW B4 ¢} STIME ¥ S8 pIDUIU] S STUT T PDT TOAT
auony f9g-SLT (5061 soF0 epel sudndde) o5z €D TDITERT ILA I
SLOPTLD XX Td) srydnaEoniag 2T SEEIL B 21010 {¢:g-0RE D) 07

-orsse]) IR[OTRS UEI[E] A ‘£4 Jo 38w ol e Apmaredds “¢lg Ul

SHOROsEnT

“syueto Fupyeeds, |
-0URWOY 10T Tl 2iga ‘SUBLEURCEIS ITMSU] O PUT 3D0E FI[un) |
‘o ‘opajnl Jo UBn[ pue ‘RlRg ju SI0RIS] AR wniEaly ma_m.
sruopeissey W renaned mipotiad e o sugimunneE Ag pasodiuon) !
syrom U3 D CA[SMOTOSUCOUm 1o A[SROM@suCD Cpndafjal 2q 01 Al
uses paFT] pmos 31 ‘sandive ueRUTRIE) put RO ] Uiasiaq 8 5B __".
palsnea yoeeds sOUBWIOY QUEB UNTT UIdMlEq LORAURsp s 37 cepednd
Suryeads-aoUElioy 01 UouILUnULId pRUCITPR(C LIRAT O ik L
awoduz o1 ash (EALSEIL UANW Jo U9 ARy AJpIRy UBD 10 ‘oundag
pUE SaEnIGas SOl mO) S W u0TIEONER Jo SISRG S s EN10M
250U CUONERUNTCIE sucidEl Apany 3Y Apenbastion pue lmouy
Apeane ‘IEmoEilaa S Sem UNE rosdun poms o Aueunuos @
o1 eyI0Mm U273 qEIdaane 2500 ) MOY UD UCTIZnOEN BUIT 57
smieloe] {1881 2ACH TZ0FE5E (FIRL ) s1onElustres usnbasqrs
sTj BUE *AINjUeD Umo] I 9U1 UL Usilile "SOIEUS( SURY JO FRIem 2}
U0 pased BV (0S ©3F O0p ol dupiel TEROTRLILLETE 150y
0L4-00S 'SUBLIBUILIETD) J0 aUIPIAT 34T

"@I0WI OU DRSTEAT a0 ATRINS URD U1 PRISTHD AUO[E SouRlley
Aleeq e uorsaBEng o) TelUTL 1EY) 1B SOION 03Ul JO MUREE S41
SIRNSLOUISE O} WACLS 39 Jouted Satn 3 AV QL4008 20 SITRLIE LU I

FAJINUMLOY) FIUDIOY UM OMD-Bid U] UCHBITUNTU L] 7



80 Promunciarion in Pre-Carclinglan Rowmance Communities

centuries. Phonetic factors make il plausible for [bf] (or [pr]), two
labials, [dt], vwo dentals, and [dk], dental plus veler, to simplify earlier
than the [df] cluster.

—-——""""In his preface, Cassivdorus discusses prosuntiztio, This does

.,

rot, however, mean “pronunciation”, for which his term is enntiatio,
and the verh enuntio, Provuntiztio refers to the manner of dalivery, as

" it had done for centuries {eg. o Cicero, De Imvenrione [ vil 9 “pro-

- muntiztio est ex redum el verborum dignitate vocis et corporis modes

tratio™). This is thi requirement to make a reading aloud incelliginls

_ through apopropriate intonation, speed and pauses:

E .. ut quae incipls Sene discere, ad finem perfectionis inoffansa
debeas pronuntistions perducere, Nam si vwobis adsit capiendi
desiderium, quas prins per moram guessistis, protinus inoffense
velocitete transcurretis, Gloriosum protecto studium ... gued
logui debeas, competenier scribere; et! quae soripta sunt, sine
aliqua erroris ambiguitate proferre.

(PL 12410 Kedl V11 145 3-8}
illud etiam vos magnopere credidi commonendos, ut distinctiones
sensuurn sollicita mente perquirere ac ponere debeatis, sine quibus
neque lagers quidguam competenter nequs intelligsre prasvalemus,

{PL 12424 ; Kedl VII 145 28.30)

The following section concerns peuses, distinctiones, seu pasi-
furay, These remarks on pronuntiatio concern the natuzal good habits
10 acopt when reading aloud; how to make the texts intelligible, by
competent presentation of the ardinary pronunciation, but not how ta
make it “Latinate™ rather than Romance. If the twa norms did coexist
fiere, it is strangs that Cassiodorus’ comments include no reflection of
their possible confusion; reinforcement of the “Latin™ version would
have required considerably more precise specification than Cassiodarus

—pives-H,

There are further indications that Cassiodorus and his audisnce
used their own vernacular in his Festitetiones Divingrum et Saecularium
Litrergrum (Mynors 1937 AL LXX 1102-50), For example, he men-
tioned euphoniz in fnst, Div, Lite xv 9 (PL 1129A), but as Cappuvns
pointed out {1949 col 1405}, “he s not cnly thinking of particular
spellings, grammatical forms or syntactic arrangements, but of whole
phreses whose function is merely decorative”. This Chapier xv is en-
titled Sub qug coutela relegt debeant coelests aucioritas, and concerns
the appropriateness of emencing scriptural or patristic works that
zppear to have been wrongly copied, For example {xy 9):

In verbis quae accusativig et ablativis praepositionibus serviunt

& L

situm motumgue diligenter obssrva, quoniam librarii grammaricae

T e aan ety

The Bvidence of Granumarions, S00-770; Cassiodopus &1
artis expertes ibi .naxime probantur errare, Nam si s lteram
inconvanienter addas aut demas, dictio tota confusa est.

(PL 11280

This last remark is not a referznce io eny prescribed Latinate
pronungiation, but a reference 1o the morchological confusion that can
he caused by wrengly transeribing or failing to franscribe the final -m
thet distinguishes in writing between ths accusative and the adlative
case of mamy nouns, with the resuls that the reader may be unable 1o
understand the expression {dictis) congernad, This seems to confim
that even the educated no longsr naturally use the old case system of
pronounce anything correspending to the accusative -, and that they
regard the latter m at the end of a noun &s 2 written signposting devics
to indicate the syntactic relationships of ncuns rather than the re-
presentation of z live phonetic entity. In general, discrepancias betwean
speech znd speling can be taken in netive speakers’ stride. The forms
prefacred respectu euphoniae or prapier cuphoniznt are the respectanly
Classical compounds Sumingtio, irfsio, immutabiis, impius, improbus,
and guicguan; orthographic practice is preseribed 10 suit normel pre-
runciation, “ne articulatas vocis pulchra modulatio, persgrinds litteris
meaculate, ahsona potius et indecora reddatur® {1129A). The final con-
sanznts of fn and guid had a potentislly destructive psvchological
validizy, and an overanxious menk might have caused confusion by
writing [nrigio whan he and his audience naturally said fir-].

Neither this Chenter xv, nor Chagter xxiv, Que studio soriprurg
saneta e exposttoribus lepends sit, nor Chaprer xxx, De antiguariis
et commemoratione orthographise (in which he spparently refers toan
parlier, now Emwbm {rihographia of his own), suggest that Cassiodorus
was aware of the existence of regular phonetic differences between the
speech of his monks end that of their ssculzr neighbours. On the
cantrary, it seems that they used the vernacular of their time anc place,
Cussiodorus i simply reinforcing the traditional spelling requirements
in a community who might be tempted by their wmseouise 10 out
corners, 17 he teils them to be sure to write the -p1 on safem, that is
equivalent to telling modesn typists not te miss the & off fidfe; it does
not imgly that anyone pronounced [m] then or prencunces [k] now.

Gaul appears not to have harboured many sixth-century gram-
marians, Indeed, Caesazius, bishop of Arles from 302 to 542, makes it
clear that it was hard work encouraging literacy at all, His sermon De
Adyvidhuitate Legendi s an attempt to promote the koowledge of reading
and writing in general, including the reading of sacred works, with no
hint thar 2 specialised pronunciation is required to do so. As regards the
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o] Fronunciation in Pre-Carafingian Romance Conumunities

{1959: Part 1 chaps.2, 6), this i3 not i amangement & work of pede-
pogical intent; [sidore gives the impression thet his readers elrzady
koow the languape under discussion. The most didactic section is the
briel chapter on erthograpfic (I 27), mostly concerned with ortho-
praphical distinctions bevween homonyms, in the manner of the DI
ferentize, The fact that most of his examples are teken from elsewhere
lad Fontaine to conclude, sadly, that this work cannot he used gs
evicence for dialectal traits of Southern Spanish pronunciation. Even
g0, it i3 clear from the examples he chooses that Isidors pronounces
“vernaculer homonyms homonymously, cegardless of orthographicel
distinctions,
nem sicut ams tractat de partivm declinatione, ita orthographia
de scribendi pesitia, utpute ad, cum est pragpositio, 4 Litteram;
cur @st conjunetio, 7 litteram accipit. fewd, quande advarbium
est negandi, 4 littera terminatur et aspiratur in capite; quando
sutern coniunctio disiunctiva est, per ¢ litteram sine aspiratione
azribituy, (12712
Thase are old precepts, Ar and ad appear in Differentize; Isidors
probably tock them from Cassiodorus (PL 1248C-D; Keil VIT 154,13-
16 end PL 124945 Keil VII 138 20.22; ep. Lehmann 1913), who took
them from Veliudl Longus (Keil VII 69 20-24) and Papidanus. But the
fact that the examples are taken from elsewhere cannot be taken to
mean that he does not regard them as relevant, for it is his practice Lo
use his sources constructively rather than merely copy them, His
phresing here supzests thet he sees [ed] and {awd] as one word each; in
the flest case, if it roeans o™ it is spelt with & &, T 1t means “bul™ it is
spelt with a ¢; in the second, n; it means “not” it is spelt with & 4 and
an h _““&ﬁ__.._ﬁmtu always refers to cthe letter, not the sound), if it means
“ar™ it s spelt with a r and no k. Neither [sidore nor the scribes he s
eddressing seem to make a phenetic distinetion here, There sre five
other similar examples concerning -f and -, such as:
id pronomen newtrl genaris per & scribitur, ab ec quod est iy, ea,
id, quia facit idem, Quod si verbum esl tertizs personas, per f
notabitur, &b eo quod est ec, s, {¢, quia facit e, (£27.12)
Ocher distinetions thet we can most logically sssume are ortho-
graphic alone include that between ge and e, Laerws (127.14), for
example, is said to need the written g because of an srymological
connection betwsen laerizia and lygivwdo® The origival [ai], ze, and
“short™ [e], e, had been indistinguizshable in vernacular for several

Timénez (1961: 484), shews that the seribe of the Ledn MS spells it fetiviz here
HILY WaY.

The Evidence gf T Gramiarians, S00-770: idore &5

ceniuries. Concerning -5- and -us-, whers the [n] haed dropped long sines
in ordinary speech, lsidore reg dm the n as a “silent™ letrer: formaosus,
ke says, “sine n sarizitur, quia & forma vocetur” (1 27.9), teking the
sxample from Cassiodorus (PL 12304, Keil VIT 160.12-15) but adding
hiz own reason. He also takes over Cassiodorus’ mention of, en m in
sntus, etc, (se¢ gbove), but rephrasss it into the past tensz with
habebant (1 u..__.w,...,u
This chapter (T 27) deals with spelling alone, Iddore is not con-

amed to srescribe pronunciation; his audience can do that natarally in
any case, it mnm:;:,_ﬂn Isidore fecls no need 1o reinforce or even mention
eny Gistinction such as that postulated by medern scholars between his
own supposedly “Latin™ speech and the Romance of the maiority of
the community, For exzmple, Fontaine said (193%: 93] that Lsidore
was “combating the mistakes of a spoken lenguags in full evolution™;
but there is no evidence for this hostiity other than Fontaing's
aszamption that [sidore must have been hostlie. Such evidencs gs ther
is i3 to the contrary, For example:

nam cum fusditir sonum ¢ lttera exprimat, tamen, quis Latinum

est, per ¢ oscribendum est. Sic militiy, malitiy, nequitiz, et cetera

similiz. (12728}
Z was & Greek written letrer, representing [t5] or [dz],; eacly Romance
developed this scund in such words as malicia (> Spanish melezal,
although original Imperial Latin had ne such affricates, end the letter z
was quite ofien used, Isidore disapproves of that spelling, not because i
represents an unacceptable sound — he concsdss that [t s indsed
sound — bug on the historical grounds that these are not Greek words,
The exumpie of fuseiviz, but not this reascring, probebly comes from Q.
Papirius {Keil VI1 216,8-14), Isidors iz later to use the z himsslf in a
famous pussage (8.2, Fontaine 1939: 92 0 3; Kramer 1976: 720 “aolant
itali cicere ozie pro hodie™ (XX 9.4), This is reconstructably simple
Proto-Romance: Ttalis1 had affricated [-dj-] {e.g. HODIE > Modern
cgef) end Sparnish kad not (HODIE > Roy), whereas both africated
[4j-] as in MALITIA. It also seems certain that he used the prothetic
[e:] on words beginning with [s] plus 2 consonant, for he lager gives
stymologies for sewrrz (jester” or “parasiz=”} and searus (2 kind of
sea-Tish) based on eses (Fhait”, or simply “food™). The first of these is
avan catzlogued alphebetically under the letter |
{Sorerrn VOCATUY quid causs scde quempiarn conssctatur (X 152)
escorus dictus o quod solus escam ruminare perhiberur(XI1 6,30)

would be hard to find clearer indications that [sidore did not

mself use a systematically archaie pronuncietion norm, He hardly
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88 Pronunciation in Pre-Carolingian Romance Coranunities

accurate intonation, spprogrizte pauses, as Cassiodorus had before him,
there i5 no hint at all that a special non-vemacular pronunciztion is
involved hers, e it was later in Carclingian times. Nething phonetic is
thought relevant, The chapler is here reproduced in full:

CAPUT XI
De lectoribus

1. Lectorum ordo formam et initium a prophetis accepit.
Suat igitur lectores qui verbum Dei praedicant, quibus dicitur,
Clama, e cestes, quar tuba exalta vocem tuar ({sai. LVTID, Tsti
quippe, dum ordinantur, primum de ecrum conversatione epi-
scopus verbum facit ad populum. Deinde coram plebe tradit eis
Codicem apicum divinerum ad Dei verbum annuntiandum.
1. Chui autem ad hujusmodi provehitur gradum, iste erit
dogtrineg et libris imbutus, sensuumgue ac verborum scientia
perornatus, ita ut in distinctionibus sententiarum inteiligat ubi
finigtur juncturs, ubi adhue pandet oratio, ubi sententia extrema
claudatur, Sicque expedirus vim pronuntiationis tenebit, ut ad
intellectum omnium méntss sensusque promeveat, discernendo
genera pronuntiationum, atgue exprimendo sententiarum pro-
prius affectus, modo indicants voce, modo delentis, mede in-
crepantis, modo exhortentis, sive his similia sscundum gensrs
prapriae pronuniiations.

3. In guo maxime illa ambigua sententiarum adhibends cog-
nitio est. Multa enim sunt in Scripturis, quze nisi proprio modo
pronuntientur, in contrariam recidunt sententiam, sicuti est: Qe
accusabit adversus electos Del? Dewus, qui justificar (Rom, VIIT 33,
3417 Quod s quasi conlirmative, non servato gsners pronunti-
glionis suae, dicatur, magne perversitas oritur. Sic ergo proount-
andurn est, g0 si diceret: Deusre quid fustificar? ut subzediztur ron,
4. Mecesse est argo in tantis rebus scientiae ingenium, quo
proprie singula, convenienterque pronuntientur, Proplerea et
goentuum vim oportet scire lectorem, ut noverit, in qua syllaba
vox protendgtur pronuntiantis. Plerumgue enim imperiti lectorss
in verborum accentibus errant, et solent irridere nos imperitiae hi
qui videntur hepere notitiam, derrahentss, et jurantss penitus
nescire guod dicinus,

A, Payre vox lectoris simplex erit, et clara, et ad omne pro-
nuntistionis penus accommodata, plana succo virili, agrestem, et
subrustioum effugiens sonum, non humilis, nec adeo sublimis,
non fracte, vel tenera, nikilque femineum sonans, neque cum
motu corporis, sed téntummodo cum pravitztis spacie. Auvribus
enim et cordi consulers debet lector, non oculis, ne potius ex
seipso spectatores magis quamn auditores faciat. Vetus opinio est
lecrorss pronuntizndi causa praccipusm curam vocols habuisse, ut
exandin in tumulty possant. Unde et dudum lectores pracconss
vl proclamatorss vocebantur,

The Feidence of Gramenarions, J00-770: fsidore &4

Section 4 deals with the need for socurate stress-positioning on
anfamilizr vocabulary, but does not discuss the phoneties, (Subrusticns
is “boorisl’ or “frivolous’.) Meither chis chapter, nor Chaptae [ 10 De
leerionibus, nor any other chapter ol the De Fcelesinsticis Officis,
mentions or hints at any nesd to wse an official archaiv pronunciation
rather than vernacular, Isidore was the most educared seholar of his age,
feen to peaserve the old culiure, but his remmarks give fittls weight to
the modern assumption that the church of his time is suppossd 10 have
prasarved archeic speech,
dy fsidore 't Comments on Linguistic Variety

(e ; i Sl T
This reticence on HU_BDSWHE matters s 0ot the rzsult of ling

insensitivity on Isidore’s part. On the contrary, he has many comments
1o malke in the Origines concerning variatiss of speech (cp, Sofer 1930,
For examaie, lsidore i:sometimes concerned to distinguish present-day
uzape from that of the past. The relevant word used here iz often
VETEres: o8

Erat enim apud wveteres hoe signurm mmersrriciae vestis, nunc in

Hispaniaz honestatis (XIX 255

Portus . ., hone veleres a bajolandis mercizus Batas voesbant,

(X1V 8.40)

Lz

‘eteres take a past tense, S0, wsualiy, do Romani:
[deo auiem Romani aguem ef ignem inferdicebant guibusdam
damratis. (V27 38E)

On une occesion, Roward take a sresent Lense, bt since it s exemplified |

by aquotstion from Horacs (Carmen M1 1517 this prasent can onl
Hatorie present (VIEL 11.103-04). Rowmaend and vefergs have usagss that
do not survive, The words Larinf, Latine and Laring fingug are vsuslly
veed with mueh wider reference, contrasting Latin-Romanee to othe:
langusges entirely, {Occeslonally lsidove fakes over another scholas's
reference 10 Lafing as the speech of Latium: see below ) This was evident
in the already guoted comment on the causes of barbarizmus (see above),
The other language to which Lering i contrasted is often Gresk:
Phlomos, guam Latind herbam lucermarem vogant (XVILST3
Strychnos, guze Latine harba salutzris woecatur (XVITY TR
Chromica -, Hieronymus presbyter in Latinarm linguam convertit.
Xpdvoy enim Gragce, Latine tempus interpratatur, (v 28.1)
These words continued to have the wide meaning, of the Latin-Romance
fongus as oppozec to other languspges entirzly in Mestem Spain, where
Latinws s often controsted specificelly te Arabic, and mgzans the
varnacular old Spanish (ses Chagrer £); Christizns in Moslam Spain were
educated in the Visigothic tradicion, and this mezring for jorines s
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92 Pronuncigtion in Pre-Carolingion Romance Communities

Rhedodendron, quod corrapte yulgo lorandrum vogatur
(X1 T.54)

{or, according to other manuscripts, Rodandaron, redandarus,

lorgndewm, laurandus, lawrandriin; Sofer 19300 99

Citocacia wocata guod wventrem cite depurgas; guam valgus

corrupls citocociam vocant (XVI19,65)

{or, according to other manuscripts, vitieogiam, citogiam, or cifc-

cacium; Sofer 1930 53)

Sapma, quae cerrupts vulgo salma dicitor. (XX 18.3)
Such imprudence and corrapiion can ocour without it being specifi-
cally attributed to the sulens:

Guzellum corrupte & globo dictum pse diminutionem, guasi

globellum, {(HIX 29.6)
On two occasions [sidore ailies his own usage with the conupte form:

Phaselus est navigium quem nos corrupte baselum dicimus

(XI1X 1.17)

Prepina Graeco sermo ast, guae apad nes corrupte popina dicitur,

(XV 2.42)
On cthe other hawd, there are no occcasions on which = sulgo usags,
withowt gopripde or dmpridens, 5 contrasted with a phonetic veriant of
the same word rather than with a different lexical irem, The following
is a morphological wariant, not a mispronunciation:

Cepituium est guad volgo capitulare dicunl. {(XIX 31.3)

In general, however, lsicore is only concerned to mention var-
atiens in items of vocabulary {cp. Rabanal 1970: 1899, Ttems that zre
aseribed to the vifpus seem to be unashamedly part of his own reper-
loire, and such ascription in itself is not intended to imply znything at
all of a phonetic nature. The words of the velrnr are regularly said tobe so
because they ars seventh-century usage, and not authoritarively attested
ancient {erms (see Sofer 1937); thase forms of seventh-cenlury Spanish
are thus indeed contrasted to the *Classical Latin®, but to the Latin of
the distant past rather than to the usage of a contemporary lzarnéd élite,

In I¥ § Isidore brielly discusses languages, His entire comment
on Latin is as follows:

Letiras autem linguas guattuor esse guoidam dixerunt, id est

Priscam, Latinam, Romanam, Mixtam, Prisca est, guam vetus-

tissimii Ttalize sub lano et Sarurno sunt usi, incondita, ot se

habent carming Salivrem. Lating, quam sub Larino et regibus

Tusei et ceterd in Latie seal locutd, ex gua fuerunt ducdecim

tabulee scriptae, Romena, quee post reges exacios a populo

Romano coegta est, gus Nasvius, Plautus, Fnnius, Vargilive postas,

et ex oratoribus Gracchus et Cato et Cicero vel cereri eflucerunt,

Mixta, guaz post imperium lativs promotum simul cum moribus

The feidence of Grammariany, 500-770; fsidore 83

&t hominibus in Romanam civitatem i ipit, integritatem verdi

per soloeeismos et barbarismoes corrumpens, (IX 16T
There are four divisions of *Latinag lingues™, vigwed as a tent.
porel progression, Pedvco is the pre-historical, Lering, used in the
sense, i3 that of Latium. Remugna comes after the expulsion of the
Kings, Finally, micte dates from the days of the empire, und a more
cogmozolitan speech community, Forfenatesly, Tsidore has iost pre-
viously daficed the word mivsa for us in the contesxt of Greek, whare
is the translation of xowd: “kows, id 25t mixca, sive communis quas
omnes utuntus™; o common language used by all, opposed here neither

to high-class lanpuzge, nor to archaic language, buc to che regional
Greex forms, Attic, Dore, [onic and Aeclic {TX 1.5). As regards [si-
dore’s comments on Latin, this cannot oe inferpreted o mean thar
lsidors was 50 keen o avoid regional usape thal he used o distinel
Latirate ows; nor can it be imerpreted ss Maurer interprets it (1962
96 n.143), apparently unaware of the previcusly sxplained Greek
maodel, fo mean that miyrg i3 “Vulgar Latin® coexisting with a con-
ceptually separate “Classizal Latin® from Umperial times; it is clesr that
ail regicnal waristies come uncder the cne general heading of the one
common language in use for at least five centuries, called Lating milxti
precisely becauss it incorporates diversity and variety within it, and
specifically stated to be feter than the other kinds of Letin, rather than
still coexisting with anything more respectable, [sidore himself certainly
regarcs nimseil as speaking the language of the communily that he is in:

Cuam zutem omniuns linguarum selentia ditficilis sit cuiquam,

neme timen tam desidiogus est uiin sua gents posiius suse pentis

lirguam nesciat. (TX 1.10)
“Moone i[5 so [eebls that he carmot speak the langusgze of his own
comunanity,™ It s surely preferzhle 1o conclude that Isidore also speaks
and uses the languags of his time and place.

e} Vilgus gnd Rusticl
The reconstructionizls ceonot cieim to reconsiruct mest of the

vocabulary of ssventh-cznrury Spanish, on the besis of thirteenth-
cerlury Spanish, as sccurately as chey clzim fo e azle to reconstruct
the phonology in its essential fsatures. Vocsbulary comes and zoes,
Ofien, the words said 10 beleng to the vulgus in the Origings can be
aostulaced as probasly existing in the Fomanee of seventh-century
Spain, on the basis of the luter developad form's existence: e g,

COLOMELLOS = Sp. colmillos (XI1.52, “tusks™}

IRICTUM = 8p. erzo (X0 6.57, “hadgehop™)

FURCA = Sp. hores (¥ 27 34, “gallows™)
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oa FPronuneiation in Pre-Carolingian Romance Conanunities

Julian of Toledo

[sidore died in 636, During the rest of the century the adu.
cational systems and habits that he had helped to spread heczme
institutionalized, and the educational level of at lzast the ecclesiastical
glite remained high. Thers s 8 considerable corpus of linguistically
nalent metric varse, church councils, liturgical texts and historical
material that survives, 1t used to be thought, on no evidencs (see Collins
1977), that the intellectual level of the community was already in con-
siderable decline at the time of the Moslem invasion of 711; poiitics]
instahility can be accompanisd by intellectual advance, howsver, anc
the zimosphere of knowledge and intellectual life established in the
aarly seventh century continues with sufficient impetus and vigour for
Toledo, Cardeba, Cataloniz, the Rioja and the Asturian court tocamy
forward a recognizably Visigothic cultural tradition in the decades
following the Meslem invasion. In addition, Visigothic texts and
scholars are of comsiderable influence in the eighth-century cultursl
expansion of both the British Isles and France.

Of Isidore's Spanish suceessors, only Julisn of Tolado seems to
have been involved in the composition of an Ars Gramumarics (o685
Maestre Yenes 1973; not in Hiligarth 1978). Beeson stated that “in
wiriting 2 school book on grammar, metric and rheteric, Julian is simply
following in the footsteps of the compiler of the Shigines” (1924 500
This iz insccurate. I the first place, it seems likely that the written
compilation was mede from lecture-nates by a pupd or pupils of Julizn,
although Maestre Yenss graciously permits us co call it Julian's A even
so (1973 XV n.23); more importantly, this work is quite unlike the
Origives. 1t 15 in the catecheticsl question-and-answer mode of the
teadirional teaching manual, lacking the philosonhicel end cultural air

adopted by Isidore; zlthough Julian takes matedsl from Isidore, i
form is based on Donatus® Ars Minor and on his African commentators,
They are operating in different contexts. Lsidore was working, initially
at least, i an gge when schools were not common. Eiher he

possibly his contemporary Juzn de Biclaro, trained Brzulio d= Zaragoza,
whom Disz v Diaz called “‘the best informed man in Visipothic Spain”
(1576a: umu__ Braulico in turn was able to impart sufficient knowledgs
of guantitative metrics to Eugenio de Toledo, the archbishop whose
zosms are the most technically competent of the time; and Fugenic
taught Julian. Julian was thus learmning and then teaching within a semi-
instituticnalized atmosphere that hed established. a continuity owver
several decades. By his time there were several educational centres
funetioning in the peninsula, vsually in the form of an eminent schefar

o |

-

el

The Fvidence af Grammarions, 300770 Tulian a7

accompanied by zeveral students, Isldore’s Owigives would not have
besn ar all wieldy as & practical rextbook for ::n:m_ua instruction,
Fenraine [1959: Em.@é supgested thar Pompeius’ commentary on
Danatus was the one Liideors bimself learnt from, buot even i Lhat s 5o,
thers seems to have heena lack of & practical texthook f2lc by Tulian in
his own Hmﬁqzmmc classes al Toledo's episcopal school. For sxampls,
Maestre's sludy of his chapter on punctuatien {1973 LIL-LY) lad her.
toses it as the rasult of Julian's concern for “live and divect teaching’
Julian’s rechnique seams to have been nommelly to take the taxt
of Donatus, with commentaries, and the ramarks of lsidors il applicabls,
and then add something of his own, such as examples (rom Cheistian
poetry (Besson 1924: 53-.55), The only sections not based on Donatus
are the metricel chapters at the end, based largely on Mallivs Theo
dorus, and the immedistely preceding sections concerning the lengih of
m:E syllables, which may descend [(rom Marius Vietorinus (Maesire
73: XOXIT) and are desipned to aid the proper orgenization of the
metric varse, At the least this shows that peaple could not be expacted
1o xoow the length difference without being told, The rationzle of the
distinction is not presented in Eﬂzm:n terms ot zll: e,z

Verbum qued ¢ terminatur, fongum est, aut breve? [n omnibus
-modis, numerds, personis, h.mu.__“_c:.h s, coniugationibus, sl g fusrit
terminatus longus est, Ut ame (I v 1)
[ the main body of the grammaz, Julian shows no interest in instilling
1 “zorrect”’ pronunciition inte the pupds at the Teledo scheol; he
makes even less mention of phoneties then Pompeius did. Here, for
examplz, arz the opening commeants on vowels:
Craot sunt litteras vocales? quingue.
nguwm"."m o,
Semper vocales sunt? g, e et 5 samper vocales sunt, § et u verias
habent conexiones.
Quomeodo? quis modo vocales sunl, moedo transeunt in conso.
pantium potestztem, modo inter se geminantur, modo cum aliis
wvogelinus iunguntur, medo mediae sunt, medo » inter g et
aliguam voecelem posita nec vocalis, nec consonans habetur, modo
u per digammon adscribitur guando sibiipsa praeponitur, mocdo §
inter dues vocales posita in unam parcen: orztionis pro duabus
consonantibus accipitur. {Meestre 1973: [118)
(Cp. Donatus, Keil [V 367 12.20; Sergius, Keil IV 52031 — 522,
12; Pompeius, Keil ¥ 102,19 — 103.6.]
Tids is a ammz:m_:g of the uses of the wrilten letters § and n. Gemi-
rantwr, for example, refers not to phonetic gamination but to such con-
sonant plus vowel mnﬁ.co:nnw as deficit, revafnm, The sections that
fellow alse presoribe traditional orthographic practica, There iz, in
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190 Provauncistion in Pre-Carclingian Romance Conuruiities

tradition of composing alliterative verse involving alliteration of cu-
and ce- {e.z, care and certo; Norberg 1958: 52), Bede alliterated celsa
with coritos, There is the alliterative Irish chant which includes the
phrase er clarg cgeli celsi cwfwing. The Irish never sssonated writien
Latin § znd e, nor o and 4, as was normal practice (o Romance areas,
Norberg also mentions the insular ability to alliterate fand v {1958:
513, as in flamine and wersus, verbz and fudit; no Romanze spesch has
ever merged these two sounds in initial position. This eonfusion is a
feature of German Latin for some time, and-has ene echo in Alcuin's
. De Qrihographia: :
Vel si coniunctioest, per v, si humorem wm.m:u,u.umr per fisi idalum,
- _zer b seribendum est (£L CIDLED)

If thers was some [talianate influsnce in Anglo-Saxon Latin
proounciation, it did not get very ingrained. [n gensral it seems that in
ordar to teach Latin pronunciztion to Anplo-Saxon students, a rule of
thumb was besed, faute de misux, on some xind of correspondence
berween written letters and subsequenl spoken sounds, No narive
language is ever learnt in this manner; in the Romance communities
gveryone learnt automatically to speak their local vernacular when
voung, and then lsarnt to spell the old-fashioned “correct” way several
wears later, if at all, The reverse applied in England, where the pro-
nounced form was teught as a function of the alrezdy learnt traditional
speliing, regardisss of the habits of faraway native speakers, (Occasio-
naily people lzarn English in this ménner nowadays | gronouncing would
as [would], powr as [jour], etc, They are quite unintellizgitls, even if
fluenty As a consequence, slthough fzsidore pronounced foud and gur,
at and ed, ete., as homonyms, Bede probably did not,

The only text on gronunciation which circulated in Britain in
the eighth century was the following passape from Martianus Capella
(III 261, Dick 196%: 95 14 — 956.16), which was copied and recopisd
indezendently of the De Nuprdls itself, and attributed to verous
suthors (Lew [982):

Mamgue A sub hiatu orls congruo solo spiritu memoramus,
E labris per spiritus impetum reclusis edieimus,
C molaribus super linguse extrema appulsis exprimitae,
D zppulsu linguae circa supericres dentes innascitur,
E spiritus fazi: lingua pauluium prassiors,
F dentes labrum inferius deprimentes,
G spiritus cum palato.
H contractis pavlulum faucibus ventus exhalar.
[ spiritus prope centious pressis.
K faucibus palatogus formatur,
- L lingua palateque dulesseit,

b
Lo ]
e

: }. 5
The Evidence of Granumarialty, s00-770; Rede

%l lapris imprimitur. -,
N lingua dantinus .a.HHE_mm nn_m..r...:m.
0 rotundi oris spiritu comparatis.
P lahris spititus sTampit, ;
5 s Tats o _._ta. 0.
appulsl palati ore fesLr .
_M m.wh.&.ﬁ.. lingua crispants corraditur,
S sinilum facit dentious verbezatis, .
T appulsu linguae dentibusque impulsis EXCULHIMEL
W gre constricto labrisgue prominulis gxhibetur.
X quicquid C atgue S formavit mﬁ%ni.
3sis labris spirituque procedii. .
Y gopressis labris spirninque c _
Z .._M___w idcirco Appius Claudivs detestatur, quod dentes
eporii, dum exprimitur, imitatur. "
» _ ning ai J i rinists;
This list could have been gsed as a teaching aid Tov novies Cdirw:w
] L Z L pEAtirl | PRI . .I.ma.__r.. X
something similar probably underiles Alouin's instinets 25 cpa oy
= ingl v Without pocompafiying deriels
i - Carolingian students. Witaou : o
ropounded for Caroling S WNONE PR o
wﬁd,ﬁmoﬁ these prescripnons would have seen insufficient pecisy
the exact sound, . s RS
Bede's own De Qrifiographud {Jones and King H” . JN:J
I siorwarks of the same name, deals with much more than sge .n_w
ixeegrlierw &  dpale .
Ii used to be regarced as 8 vary Saiy fo_““% ie .m.HM,.m_q mm;m it
qut s it BL ditor points out {Jones S ¥MD s
St g its most recent ecd - e i
lecti £ pe ica ; fi inder the letrers of
zolleeti £ pedagopicel notes filed u . S
g random cellection oo P : _ . e
sinhapet, cerved from very many jources, and aimost an,EEM_" 2
sphepel, CROVES . 13 b b D e G
m.;,_...}_m.ﬁ faem. the frait of many years pracical guperience.
PAIVLILE LM del; v : T
tha specilications 202 indaed orthograpiica:; 2.

L outr ighrhongon
egrotus corpore; ULILIGUE DI ae di E

Acpger anima, 2 4550
seribendum X

icel oo ve OTE NUMEerous; 8.8, :

Crarmmaticel comments e s

Psailo perfectumn faclt psallui
Thers are many semantc distiac ”__
i il s a0 ry e
serapentise {which is ono 0f the s0NIo .
e wleus fingitur, fta alterwn 8,
(16.225-30)
i T 1 5
rentige 1 154 (PL LXXXIL 26):
are est aliquid

jons made on the lines of Tsicore’s

Caerulus naturas color ést, caer
aiterum fil
The commsnt i Isidore’s Diff
comportare L EXpOTIAre. Depoit

- deportare i LepOILiTE pen 2o X
e wnum locum canferte, SXporare tollers,

afferre, comportars in
s rephrassd 43 v, . , -
Adportare est aliguid adierss; no_.ﬁn_p_.ﬂ_a ,.E UL _“.__u“_. i

Jarre: deportare, deponere; eXpoItare, :..__,mF. Lt n_.q,::;mn .
As these n.wuﬂﬁ_mm show, Bade is not mercly the passive ¢ ...H,..: x_
other pecr _ and rephyases anything thal =x
] aper e includes and rephrasts ATyLILLE .
other people’s apergUs. s s and fepirests Ay T
gerience m.“mnmﬂm might e useful in Latin classes, Delbg prepared
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CAROLINGIAN FRANCE:
THE INVENTION OF MEDIEVAL LATIN

A great deal has been written abour the Carclinglan “Re-
nsissance’. Much of this scholarship has coneentratad on the revival of
interest in Classical culture, but this was merely cng by-product of 2
wider reconstruction: in McKitterick’s words {1977 xx), "Carolingian
rule meant a consolidation, s reform, and a positive attempt at the re-
shaping of society within a Christian framework ... the whole of
‘zociety was to be taught and a Christian socisty created.” This did not
imply universal education, but it did necessirate 2 regenerated
educational systern for members of the Church. In the end, the re-
sheping of Eurcpean society wes 1o take a few more ¢enturies, bul part
af the foundation for the intellectual life of the later Middle Ages rests

the establishment of professional education for cleries in the early
200s; and thet sducation rested on the internationz] stendard language
we now know as “Medieval Latin®, lzamt for and used in cfficial
cantexis by the Carclingian Church,

Standard Delivery of the Liturgy

Liturgical standzrdization seemed a necessity, By the gighth
century there had arisen considerable wvariety in liturgical pracrice
throughout Europe. In Merovingian Gaul, whers Christiznity had in sny
event a week hold, there were the “Gallican™ rites, When Pepin tegun
the attempt 1o revive the intellectual life of his realms, he introduced
features of the Romean rites, intendad in lime to become the normal

usage, The extension of Papal practice into Gaul becams a part ol

Charlemagne’s policy for the reorganization of his church in the late
eighth century, and in 787 the Roman rite was descreed to be the
standard {McKitterick 1977: chap4). The introcuction of Roman

1

Srandard Delivery of the Liturgy 105
elements had in the event led to less uniformity, as bishons in different
areas chose to mix Gallican and Roman features in different wavs 5o g
need for & ostandard usape seemed as pressing as ever, The prodlem was
not immedistely solved by the decree of 78T, mainly Decause Lhe
Hadrigneumn, the supposedly awthoritative book sent o Cherlemagne by
the Pope in 781, was deficient in a number of ways, The task of pro-
ducing N_Hmﬁﬂ_u_m Hturgical texts, which could become the officiel
versions, was entrusted 1o Aleuing the English church had & good
reputation [or preserving well the Roman craditians, so Ew o-Saxon
scholars seemed suitzle for this purpose (Bullough 19735h

The whaole Bibie nesded a standard edition, ,2..: need was
marticularly pressing for the Gospels and the Psalms, much used n
lituzgy (Ganshof 1947), This in turn required correct spelling; so at the
same Lime 25 Alculn was preparing his Vulgate, he compd _n: a De Creha-
graphia. [ the performance of the liturgy, the standard text, however
wall spell, would not produce the required uniformity of excellencs
over all the Empire without soms kind of deecreed method for the
manner of reading the texts aloud, The decreed methed for resding
aloud was aet sasad en any Old French wernacular, but on the method
Abeuin hed lsarnt himsell; each leiter on the pege had 1o be given a
sound, and that sound was specifisd (as in lists suck as thai from
Martianus Capella, printed above pp.100-01). This was how Alcuin had
learnt to recite Latin, on the basis of the written forms, and this was
how his clergy had to read aldud in Church. In the absence of 2
nheonetic seript the standard pronunciation could not be unambiguously
described on paper, but it is possible to reconstruct most of the cetails
of the origingl instructions as follows, When reading aleud in Church it
& prozabls that the written lartars E:wn. in the left-hand column were
to be reac aloud as the sounds lsted in the right-hand eciemn:

Written letter Sound

a to be read alovd as [a]

ae (2]
[b]
E
]
] ;
gl

i1 insome specitied circumslance
[i] in sther specified circumstances
k %] when found
i It
ni [m]



arofEA BU U SIR[DYDS 2194 Olm “SUBRUQ) JO JAPCSTL DUE SUBIUY
10 10Ipauag 1S 01 PEIEI0[EI useq A[JULI3L 24kl UMDY o} pRINGEE
a0U0 SI0Mm S} JO SIUOS [SWHOJR [EUOEINGA I3 UT PAATOAUL IR[OLDS
Ao syl umaly sEes Jop CARmdUE 0D 03 pepuR] SrayBeds-IRULIAn
SAIIRU JEUA 1w s12mdser JSOW UT pRpIOUIOZ Arqeooad suonidizos
-ad S,WTO[Y PUE ‘minaly 03 SR 3] B TUSL} O1 S[4RI0HOU TR
SABL OO U2UaI] 1B PUE WIET $IU1 Uadsmleq aoualainp UL "yruarg
jgnouiles SUIISIUNCIUS A0 UMET JO uonzizuniaod uoxzs-oEuY
511 1EnE] ussq ApRaI[e pey Auw puz ‘SRIIRITOISEIUL B[NEL] 190D DATL
IR0/ SUETISLI) UBLEIAN) SU3 JO WIS T1883 JalLIn; Wail Slies siagqiiad
(ngaamod jsoun i po AURus YINOUE 18pI0g J[USULIDD-SIUEIOY AE i)
589] 10 210l Surag ‘[EnEumiq Ajgrcosd sea UNO 5 IUERLAE])
“5aB¥ A[D R B4 INCYIN0IYD PRISR HUL()
0] Ja¥1 aa®y STEJOTZE 18] LONERDUNUGIE IRNITLIEA U8 URET Iaamlag
uoTiaTED I0E el Ajueppns dn paian) s 2L [1uzpieynos] pue
‘[x12d] 1o [sqd] f [uoneis] * [vsuos] © [uciuy] 1o [w@uy] *[e8usso]
g8 TIeSAs mau el Ul slqeziuZocosiun 39 pnom [1ams] pus fad]
¢ [uefrans] ¢ [umuiam] ‘[118u] ‘[epue] 52 pasuncusid Af[eretrad SpIOM
‘aguer Io pUE(GUT WISpORY OWIT PASOPOTIUL 3G OF WHOISL 2 LO0E 2234
' DSRTLTIIIN Ayl o1 AQEUNN MWa2a] OEY AIBOOEDCA AT JO a0
‘%0413 B 1V 018 (151 20T ‘yadp mayf aenoBula se A]QETILECISIUN
3]s As M3l ST UL 2WEseq 032 LTIV CWNLINOOD " WALDTAIT fIraId
i) PEY UL 43LEAPA YTuAIg B0 W SEROTILAE KIS DR Al IV IEELA
‘ajdiuexs 104 "ysussd AIRIodlUs|uod WOIL §BM uoppnpoid jo poipiau
paquossrd ST pUala)Ip Mot $salis o3 209 Fusned yuom st
(%% RL6| @yipnT "da) Buriads (BUCTILREL
BIL JO0 UOYIOUN] E U2 FEY PIOM B FO uorenunued IR 2yl USI
20UTS 1943 pUE “¥om3s uolzeIounuold FUIPEST MU aifi 10 UCHINDOLLL A1k
fa[oiA sl IO g C$IUELOSU0Y SiBunu=d gonpord ol ol [[E Ol B3I
1 e 2o (7 [y] Jo souesard auy Apoads o1 4@ ibw BO DU O
jo sduyjads vowwed A5 asusf]) Cpaioufl USng ALl O WSO SIacs
sypardse au pue ‘pEo wweas AUE UT 2134 i BUIIaOU0D sucniduosasd syl
“({8] weqy 1euzes [Ep]) (8 pue &7 of pUR { [wancisyes] twsuonns "Ta)
[amaa T 220]5q 12- 0] PIISCE SABL A Ariu owes sy fE3 TED uslilia
107 JEmSn swesaq sesy o1 swass [ Cf[ap] o [1s2] [es1] peiiel
-pjed ©ng — uTiIl JO 5B 3E SR N woxps-0ifuy 10 SUosolje UE 1aaq
SAEL [jam D[NCD [amoa 11037 B 2073q [f1] 20T1s o Lzur o — 1] pues
[2] =20j%q umaly 4q parmbar useq sat AR [¥] ‘pamaro; Aqjeiaued
Uasq a4EY O] 101 Waas suonicuasand 1ams 24l gipadsal 1ai0 uf
‘arm sAlIoNpoId MOT GIUL 13113 W0E|IS-TUI0] Amewr peades oeiteImbal
st (£T6T XneinEed (007 (0.6 1 By 'do) punosawos aaid an DS

Lor ARigry sy fo s pMopuny

s i

R PPN FTLN

(yd sz yons ydmip 1o 1333] Ushins Arane jey uomdpasand [ulousd
ap W paapin pue ‘#2adsal ssay Ul [L]SEanong §Ea SIEJOUIS UONER
-erfuy oy jo sonzesd oyl STUEVH oL 37gmy LT [-o-] &1 *MIAIGILS
urcay apizg Ul [nl s SRNDIQ WO sufip wr i a3 e twldop
o} Jo 5S000TS U} 03 AJsal ypduRld Ol ponrpunuord  FUnEsouL
ST Lo} J91B] PeMOLIOG SPION TAIOIUSAUT SuRmIcY 3l i AL
paisixa [q] pue fa] “[r] "[o] " [# “[1] sours ‘unpENIEL WD FQEAIIE
Ugaq Al 01 LUSA5 SLLIOFA] renanIed ssEL TIEINOBLISA 2171 UL lsl
jou uaijo sea 1R [4] 4 asiEdnip pue [g] ¢ aamsold usamizq LONOUY
.5m ¢ paysqRIsa os[E suondpasaid asiL PUIALD M0l UED G UL Spila
[[F CApIRIIIG o] 913 poEmEUTISIp PEY IZOELIEA STEDA ENOWAAIE 1
gEsIalm BT 51E UL SULA pinoD j[E 0% “la] mw] 49U 2 Ul aaly
12 o) ATEIBUG FEA UITIEA & UE I g0l pUE Ioys APFNENO 2
a2 UE L J[ads §0T0m 250171 Uasmlaq uile Med o UT @@ A0

51 UCHAUNE R OU TA[BRISALL] Ay pUnog 9g 03 §RId o pUe m e
wayarias spans CAEQILTS CPUNCS IRIIEULIZA SUO 9L oul padialn Ry
[#] Svei pue [3] ioys ArorEio sB TRlrAyl pimod Tajic 33]9E|j4S 1ans
Apnowaid fesish Ui $mMa2c j2BUC] OU S[E3MOA HILLM aEaly) Jo A
jEr: suEal: f[a] i pacuncuoid ol It @ M 1[aCs S0doa [Te pUER

1] WA PROLNOUOIE MOU 3IE 1 LM i[zds spiod [[B LB aondnasald
aipy ‘apdwexe 104 (€508 ‘90610 jAnuTRy T Ul Amyd 1ol uncial
sTp jo ssousnbesuos ONSINEUN AU JO LS pREAP Fragiop
“[annge EjoQuIds a1l
winIy uass aq uEd 53 'pduos srpeucid 1ok §7 e 5B) s1eed QT MR E
ro] uney o ucnwpunueid i 0] SEEQ PO E gapanrd smy ar ng —
550118 AUl salpdal 0] JUENG Spicsm A1aE[ABA0E UT 29E[|AS YR UL
—upg FIRTONTES Ul — 9SOUE IR LISTOOID AlaAd Ao 0T BRD 151] SILL
+ quastos wnwnd 3, [ud) S[ud] flue] fim] u=sq sy Uaad Em
wo oue yd i 3 pure C {uf pag rosard masC aAEL DAL -y JT s 8OO 1
Ppammzad BRI 19039 S NG “un,_.ﬂmu._; Yty e ﬂm_..n_cm tama 2ldA
sunnénasad 24048 UL 111 TONUAUT 10U S0P Dlydn Ty 87 SUMITY
gaEnouE (197 I z[[2dR] STUETUE U SE) (s3] Apgpumsard ses x
bao 813yt [~
saouIsLnoNE paliaads U0 W Al
SEALBISLITA T Palioeds suos M (N
[+]
(s
[1]
B
d

=

]

d
o o

u] s DO PESE 8 o u
FUros 13312] U31TLAL

L e Lo L

Er
Wa s papy fo uolguanu] Y L SRIuRL] pmdugainy 007




108 Corolingion France: The nvention of Medisval Latin

Spanish tredition. It is undoubtsdly true that the Carolingian Re.
naissence owed & great Geal 1o the Spanish Renaissance of the 600s, and
indeed slso to the Iralian pair Pater the Dezcon (of Pisa) ang Paul the
Deacon (of Monte Cassing); Peter was for many yesrs the Court
autherity on grammar, and Peter and Paul sach wrote an Ars Gram-
bomatica in the Donatus tradition. Tt is almost cerfain that Pater inlro-
:_acnmm Priscien’s Mstitutionwm Grammaticarum Libri X VT 1o the
Court from Italy: Priscian taught Latin in Constantinopls in the sixth
.._n..wEE.w_ and his work was known in Ttaly at lesst at Viverium, Monts
Cassine and Beaswento, Bventuslly, Priscian became the standard
agvanced textbookbas Donalus continued fo be the beginnses's Alcuin
studisd Priscian avidly in Frence! (mainly, it seems, for information
aheut Greek) (O'Dormell 1976). Yer despite the activities of other
scholass of the time, it doss seem that Alcuin was the primun maobile
of the newly decreed prenunciation of Latin, partiularly during his
time at Tours sfter leaving the Court in 796; and in this respect a key
worl,, for all that it has besn neglected since ¢330, §s Alcuin's De
Orthagraphia (PL CI901-20; Keil VII 295312 Margili 1932).

Much of Aleuin's De Orthographis is derived from Bede's work
of that name; other deails are taken from Cassindorus, [siders and
Priscian {books 1, 3, 7, 8 und 14). This debt to Priscian helps sonfirm
the date of 796-800 vsually given to the De Orthographia, for Aleuin is
known to heve been studying Priscian at that time and there & no
renson 1o suppose that he hed rsad the frsrirusionss in detail sarlier,
Assuming this rough dating to be correct, it thus coingides with che
timz when Alcuin was based al St Marcin of Tours, working on his
vulgate {Ganshof 1947, Fischer 1937); it also- coincides with the
gircular Aleuin drew up for Charlemagne under the heading of De
Literis Colendis {“On the necessity of studying Frrerse™). It is thus
eazomabie 1o see zli these works as manifestations of a desire for
linguistic correstnsss in churel,

Alewins De Orthographiz may have been given that fidle as a
result of the general later imgpression that it was merely a summary of
Bede’s work of the same name. Jones, for example, said it was “littie
more ‘han a digest of Bede's" (Jones and King 1975 2). As | have
shown exhaustively elsewhers (Wright 19317, this is not true; thers are
meny entriss not in Alcuin that are in Bede, but clso vies versa, For
exzmple, under the lstter A, Bede lists .68 words and Alcuin c71, b

1. Thers is no reason ta suppose fhat the “Priscien” mencioned in Aflcuin’s posm
on York was the complete Institutiones,

f
f
f
i
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only 20 of the entries coincide, and the statistics arc sirmilar theoughout.
Those chosen [rom Bede are usuzlly the comments that are relevant to
spelling and pronunciation, and even then they are not ofren tran-
seribad werbatim, This is the key to the constructive use Aleuin made of
Bede and of his other scholarly sources; he was particularly concerned
with authoritative comments made by established scholars on matters
of speiling and pronancistion, and not partculzrly concerned with any-
thing else, S0 although Alsuin does noi seem to have given the title De
Orehographia 1o his work himself, it is at lesst more accurate than it [s as
applied 1o Bede's wark, Unfortunately (with the henourabls sxcepiion
of Roger 19051 343-45) modern: scholars have Deen lad by this title not
o motice tiat it also deals with sronunciation. Originally, instzad of
such a pithy titls, Alouin headed his work with an elegiac couplet:
Me lepat antiquas valt qui profseee loguelas
me qui aen sequitur vult sene lage logui,

{Wienna Naticnalbibliothek 795: printed by Migns, with sene corrected
to shie, PL C1502D.) The use of legar, proferre, loguelas and logud
makes 12 anambiguously clear that et easc one of the alms of the work
ig to hgve itz clients reading aioud in the correct old manner. This
heading canght on, being often used in later manuseripes of Priscian®.

Alevin's concern for pronunciation in his De Orihographiz
formed the subject of Wright {1981), which wil not be recapitulatad
here, The evidence includes: the fact that Aleuin chooses many remarks
from his sousces relevant 1o pronunciation, and mest of those not
selected are not relevant; the fact thet he adds information relevant 1o
aronunciation te meny of those chosen remarks; a congern for eu-
phonia in a narrowly phonetic sense; srescriptions 4z 1o whathar
writien vowel pairs are or are not diphthongs; the implication that the
pronunciation is detsrmined by the spelling; the implication that
veriation in speliing implies & varisiion in pronunciation; the use of
dicere to rafer specifically to phonetic matters; the similar use of pro-
ferre, and legitur; the sssumption that the lstter £ has some con-
sequential effect on the sound, even though Alcuin is not sure whel
These interests are nsw. They are not the concerns of Cessicdorus,
Isidore, Bede, or any other earlier gremmarian. Aleuin was having to
preseribe the “corrsot” manner of speaking for a clientele already used
to reading sloud the same words in & vernacular manaer; this was some-
thing new , that had to be taught and learnt.

2, Marsili (19520 printed o variant: Me lager anrlguigs cupisr qui soive | aueiasime
spernens loguitey mox sine lege potrum,
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112 Caralingian France: The Invention of Medieval Latin

manuseriot in 799, Severzl letters from these years show Alcuin's con-

__timaal concern with the reform (the word conidie turns up often)®.

Quintilian declared that grammar wes the recte loquendi scientia.
Isidore agresc: ““Grammatica est sclentia recte loquendi, et origo et
fundamentum lineralivm litterarum® (1 5.1). Neither of them seem to
have baen thinking of prenunciation; the precepts are aimed at the
written mode, Alcuin picksd up this traditional phrass but, as often,
altered it significantly tosuit his own context: “Grammatica sst litreralis
sclentia, et est custos recte loquendi ot scribendi®™ (Alouin's Grommaricn:
PL CI 357D). The old phrase uwsed Joguendi for languege in genersl:
Aleuin adds seribendi, apparsntly with the specific intention of dis-
tinguishing correet talk from cocreer weiting. The two together,
intimately connacted in Aleuin's mind, form & single sciencs of Freerae;
the lirteralis scfentiz, “knowledge of how to read and writs propet]ly™
secomes from this time on & fundamental HEE.,@H:E; of all sducated

hased on Mtderce in is simple meaning of “wrilten letters
g

men, and iz |
and the sounds with which to read them aleud™,

Standard Education

Aleuin wes g serious schaolar with a demending project 1o carry
out from 796 to 800, He would not have wasted time in a mere copying
exercise, a5 I5 supgésted in the wsual dismissive approach fo his De

COrshagraphia; it is,%instead, part of his interest in the propagation of

correct Latin liversey, Litrerge. .::m concemm s 2lso atiested in the
circular known as De Litterds Colend
[o 789 thers had been d.ﬂ_r_nn_ an edict known 25 the Adnmenitio

Generalis, coneerning the need for education (MGH Legum 11 32-62),
AL some date in the late 790s this was mu..._.: 4 supplementary section
entitled e Litterls Colandis, “0n the need to learn litrerae” {Wallach
1959 20204), Weallach showed that Alcuin hed an imporiant hand in
this; it is roughly contemperary 1o the De Orthographia, and stresses a
requirernent that had not been spelled out in the same dereil In 789 but
was much in Alcuin's mind after 796, It beging sz follows:

. nos ung cum fidelibus nestris consideravimus utils esse ut

episcopiz ¢f monssteriz, nobis Christe propitio ad gubernandum

commissa, praeter regularis vitae ordinem atque sanctae religionis

st

Alecuin’s letters are printed in MGH Epirroige IV and dn PL CoThese are SHGH
145.232.33 — 333.3;172.285.21-23; 161.260.13-18,

5. Tn verses ascribed (o Theodull of Odléuns wnd put in the meuth of Gramematics,
Crammar is seen ae g medicine for incorrect foquelas, orig vitis: “Palchza
medala fio baibis dum reddo lequelas/Oris enim vitiis sum medicing potensg™

(PL OV 35340,

|

B

_
;
1
]
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Srandard fducarion 113
conversetionem etiam in litterarum medifationibus eis qui, co-
rantz Domino, discere possunt, sscundum wnuscuiuvsgie capac-
tatem dogendistudium debeant impendere, gueliter, sicut regulads
norma honestzlem morwm, i gquogue decendi et discendi ine
stantiz ordinet et ornet seriem verborum qui Deo placere
appetunt rectz vivende, s stism placere non negleganl recte
loquendo . _ .
“We, in company with cur fideles, have thought it desirzble that
aishoprics and monasteries, EEEE@ ro us to De governed Ty the
Grace of Christ, should aﬂm&nﬁ@w in addition ro the observance
of monstic aEL.uHEr end the practice of holy religion, the study

£ firterge for those who by God's grace are able 1o learn, accor-
ding ‘to their ability o teach m,.ﬂ:, for as ohservance of the
monastic rile preserves purity of behaviour, so in the same way
this perseverance in teaching and learning should direct and em-
bellish che series of words, in order that those who aim 1o plsase
God oy living correctly should in addition not fajl to please him
by speaking corcectly ..

rtranslation o

ased on Lzistner [957: 1968-97)

Tha training in the correct life had formed the subject of the
orginal Admonitic Gensralis; the concern [or Htierge, “1o embellish
the series of words” already written, is the new prescription here, Ths
isiention is to have the clerics, in che traditionzl phrase, recte loguendo
(later: guamobrem hortamur vos Stterarum studin | . non neglegere),
In praciies, the main requirement of the system sdvocated, and ex-
tensively put inte offect over the following decades, was that the priest-
hood should be able to resd aloud the corrected texis snlrusted to
them by the speciaiist seribes. This s normally a dasire for reading
alond only {ses Riché 1973 IV chap,2); the acquisition of the ability
Lo write is an echisvement of a higher order 2o which the averags cleric
would not neet 1o aspire. Reading aloud included chanting; hence the
mrmon gonnection in texts of succeeding centurizs berween fegers
anc ganrare, with masters of both teacking in schools of both reading
and singinz, {Later in the De Litteris Colendis thers are mentioned
seolastivos bene loguendo .. i legendo sew comtaendo)) The per-
formance of the Church service involved the oral reprodustion of
authorized texts. Even the sermons were specified in advance; priests
were not expected o make up their own. So, ac first, the practizal
requirement involved ir the learning of ftierge was Sﬂ.n: the ability
to read texts aloud én it by cormectly allotiing a sound 1o every single
previously written letter {or digraph) in accordance with the system
promulgated by Aleuin end his collesgues,

What Aleuin understood by the word Frrerg is partly based on
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116 Carolinglan France: The fnvention of Medieval Larin

Chapter 18 beging s follows:
D= arte grammatica, et specichus eius.
Prima ergo libsralium artium est grammatica, secunds rhetoriea,
tertia dialectica, quarta arithmetica, guinta pecmetris, sexta
musicd, septime astronomia; grammetica enim & litteris nomen
zocepit, sicut vocabull fllivs derivatas sonus ostendiz, Diffinitio
sulem eius talis est: Grammatica est scientia interpretandi pocles
atgue historicos, et recte scrivendi loguendique ratio, Haeo et
erigo et fundamentum est artivm liberaliom, Hane itacue scholzm
Dominicam legers convenit, quia scientin recte loguendi et
seribendi ratic in ipsa consistit, Quomodo guis vim vocis articu-
_mﬁ_mm seu litterarum et syllabarum potestatem cognoscit, si non
prius per eam id didicit? Aut quomodo pedum, accentuum et
positurarum discretionem scit, si non per hzne disciplinam eius
scientiam ante percepit? Aut quomode partium orationis jura,
sthematum  decorsm, troporum  virtutem, etymologiirum
retionem, el orthographize rectitudinem novit, si ncen gram-
maticam artem ante sibi notam fecit? Incuipabiliter enim, imo
[audekbiliter hanc artem dissit, quisguis in ez non insnem pugnam
verboruny facere diligit, sed rectse locutionis scientiam et
scribendi peritiam habers appetit, {PL CVII 39%)
“Grammar is the discipline of interpreting poets and histerians, and aisc
the raticnale of correct writing and speaking; the means of correct
speaking and writing. Wio would know the value of speech sounds or
letters and syllables i they had nov first learnt it in grammaiica?"”
(After this Rabanus moves on to tropi) Speaking recie might in
Rabznus® mind have become 2 technical term, with the meaning it had
in Aleuin's Grammiatica and the De Eitterts Colendis: Rabanus declares
that those who have not studied this ind of grammrtica are unable to
tali correctly®
Institutionally, there can be no doubt thae schools were even-
tually sstablished in the Alcuinian tradition, In 2 faw centres, at legst,
the Carclingian reforms left a lasting mark, The basic zhility to read
Latin letters as the reformers wished continues, “The educationsl
machine which Charlemagne and Aleuin had set in morion, working
through the monastic and Cathedrai schoois, had sufficient momentum
to keep going until 4 new age could take over . * (Revnolds and
Wilson 1968: 91; ¢, Gibson 1975; Bullough 19700, Over the next three
centuries, some mbnastic and episcopal schools suffered depradations
from Moslems, Vikings, Magyars or organizational apathy, but Emile

6. Rabanus declazed in g letrer of 814 eiving advice on how to z2ad aloud, that
"H nan listera, sed nota aspirationis esse®™ (MGH Epitrolae V 383.33); onder
eny modern defigition, & was a letter, bu ftreroe here ame MRE.EE_:_. those
istress from which scunds ere proffered. '

Srandord Educarion {17

Lesng’s enarmous volume (1540} on Les deales de la fn du VIS siéele
& g fin e X0 s sufficient to reassure us that “la tradition des in-
stitutions. scolaives ecclésiastiques a survécu par se fores propre™ (443,
Lesne alse confirms hers that all schools in chess centuries were de-
pendent on the church (414ff); that there s an inhersnl connection
berween the teaching of granvmatice and scliglee contorim (e, 415,
469, 574); and that gramwmatics continued to be the basis of afl other
disciplings (2.g. 587.593). Grundmann (1958) showed ar length how
Grtergtus continued fo mean “*Latinate™ racher than “lrerate™ through.
out the Middle Ages, Thare can, in short, be little doubt thar the
reformed frterge remained the ideal; that in st least g faw ntellectual
centres the coexistence of vernacular Romance and Latinaie pro-
nuniciation s an established foet efter the ninth cantury,

Riché {1973 254-61) has descsbed what actuslly occumred in
these schools (also Lesne 1940% 572-77; Boussard 1972), The alghsbet
was an sarly lesson. It was taught so that the papils could read alowd;
not 50 that they could write, nor so that they could understand a text,
but so thar they could rscite. “Savoir live, ¢'est savoir le latin® (Riché
1973: 2587, The initiz]l grammatical primer was Dongtus’s 4rs Minor,
Tha teachicg was elmost all orsl in nature, eicher Gy recitation of
passages or mnemonics or through established question and answer
routines; for traines priests or monks this ineluded the techmiques of
church racitation. The official standerd was thus inevitably encounterad
by any literate person. Writing was wsualiv only fearnt by specialist
scrises at a later stape. Thers wers thus many who had lzemt to resd
only, or had teken 1 short cut by leaming by heart selected possoges for
recitation purret-fasidon, with no sbility to write, nor compaose speech
indegendently in the artificial non-verngoular manner. (There had
survived a comparable tradition of reciting Greek without knowing
what it meant.)

Educetion was mainly, sut not exclusively, Tor members of the
churck, I laymen wished to learn, they could de so, but only in the
clerical schools, Nitherd, for example, aristocrat, warrfor end prandson
of Cherlemsagne, learnt encugh to composs his history on behalf of
Charles the Bald. But he was exceptionsl; the training of oriests, monks
and choirs had been the initial point of the reform, and so it was 1o
continue, The lesching of "Latin® pronunciation was essentiaily
coniined to the church schools; in Narberg’s words, “Lhistaire du latin
mitidvel est, en d'autres termes, Chistoire de 'écols médidvale™ (1977,
63}, The teaching of correct written Latin was sssentially intended to
enshre scouracy in the omzl reproduction of the written texes of the
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120 Carolingian France: The nvention af Medizval Latin

Thzodult were there. Canon 2 of the Council suggests that bishops
should Jeern to recite by heart the gospels, the epistles of St Paul, the
wotks of the Parres as far as possinle, and coererf lFhri canonici, Cancn
4 supzests that they have a duty both to préach and to ser a good
example. (Theodulf elaborates this theme in the instructions to his own
clerdes of ¢.814: PL CV 191224 ) The next 12 and last 34 Canans are
o .oEE topics, but Canon |7 returns to the question, This Canon
begine with an emphatic introduction stressing that the council
Ewa.w.&w are unanimeus; this introduction appears in no other Canon,
and its inclusion sesems to suggest that the matter in question had been
the subject of considerable argument previcusly in the church m._..._mm,m_.w..
,_,Jm_.:..: ESL E.ED.EE.E nostrae, ut quiliber episcopus habeat
cmelias continentes necessarizs ammonitionss, quibus subjecti
mEummuEm 1c est ge fide catholica, prout capers possint, de pee-
pelua retriouticne bonorum et aeterna damnstione malorum, de
resurrections quogue futurs et ultimo iudizio et quibus Uﬁ_w&_gm
possit promereri beata quibusve excludi, et ur easdem omeiizs
quisque aperts transferre studeat in rusticam Romanam linguam

aut Thiotiscam, quo facilivs cuncti possint intellagere quas
dizuntur,

Thiz canon specifies not only the content and purpose of the
ssmential homilies, but the masner in which they are delivered; the
prezcher should be sure to switch into rustiog Homang fngus or
German (Thioticam), so that the congregation can follow, Here the
word rustics appears in specific contrast to the Latinity of the rest of
the Church services®. There can be no doubt that this instruction was
imed at exactly the same people who were simultaneously being neaged
to use the new “Latin” elsewhere; the novelly of this protlem explaing
why no counell in preceding centuries had sven mentioned the subject
_Hmﬁum 1962: 537). It was a new problem, possibly confined to Tours,

[ have argued st length (Wright 1951: 355-38) that srangferre in
the usage of the time does not mean “trenslate”™ but “transfer™; in
linguistic contexcs it means 1o use metepheorically”, asin 5t Augustine’s
transiato verbo and in Donatus himself, Rabanus uses it in the same
way in his De Clericorum Institutions, chapters VIiI, X and XIII.
Caelius Sedulius, in the second preface 10 his combined verse and pross
work [Carmen and Opus Paschale: PL XIX 347 A-B) in the late fourth

8. This use .E, rustiod_may have been Tours” proctice sirendy, There is a fumous
Zless by Berno of Tours, of the early nminth cantucy;.rates rustice dicitur resiy,
whizh ﬂ%mﬁﬁ al H:mﬁ rustice 1efers to nen-Latin pronunciation, and 1 that
i indeed represented a fricative [0] {or possibly [d7), Ir wae ie fa ]
A Sy B v [d]] vut made famous

Lindciio

£
!

) ]
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zantury, said chat he composed the verse Carsnen fivst and then trens-
ferred it o prose {{n rheroricurt me pransiore semmonem), the later
operation being called rranslario (dicentque nonnulli fidem rranslationis
gise corvuptard). This i3 unambizuously not a transfer from one
language to enother, but from one styvle w another within the same
language. There is, in short, no justification for assuming that ransfeme
in this 17th Cenon necessartdy means “translaie”, Since it appears that
the wording of the text of the sutherized homilizs was not supposed o
be altered, “rranslation™ i probablv the wrong interpretation in
Romance communitiss such as the Touss hishopric. In Germaniz
commurities, trunslation would be ngcessary, so lrunsferring to Thio-
dvce would indesd involve dilferent words end grammoar; in Romance
communities, the old method, uwsed anyway before 796, of reading
rexts ploud in vernacwlar pronanciation, was heee being reestgblished.
The dislinction may not be being made here between two ssparste
languzges, Latin and Romance, but between two methods of reading
aloud written texts, the Frreralls and the russics,

Unfortunately, this pieture has been confused by modern phile-
logists. The last part of Cancn 17 has been reprinted many times ic
their handbooks, often withcut any explanation ac gll of the context, Tt
kaz been claimed 1o be conclusive proof of the theory that Latin and
Fomance had coexisted as separate distinst spoken norms for gencuries,
that the natural speech of the educated had hardly changed for five
hundred wvears or more, and was thus so fer cemoved from popular
Romance thar transiation was now necessary (eg, Hzll 1974: |05,
Rickard 1974:27; etc). Some of the philelogical comments seem o
imply that the vernacular was something new, or “emereent” This i
impossible to rake seriously. Every community has its own vernacular,
by definition, Thers i3 no possible deuabt that vernsculsr existad
through the preceding cencuries: what doss sezm to be new In the sarly
pinth century is the Latinizing slternztive. There is no reason o
suppose thet Latin and Romence were thought of s completely
cifferent lenguages for av least enother two centuries, The decision of
philologists to interpret mengferre as “translatz” s merely 2 con-
sequance of their inbuilt essumpticns, 2nd can ne lenger seriously be
used to support tham,

Tours was the only centra to dacree the switch in reading sty les
in 213, By the middlz of the century, most of Aleuin’s precepts had be-
coms standard practize; the Roman liturgy and Ceroline minuscule wers
normal usege, Priscian and Donatus were mainstays of en ambitioos
educerional system firmiy based on firerse, and the existence in many
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124 Corolinglan France: The Inveniton of Medieval Latin

Ergo #vi kal. marcii Lodbuvicus et Karolus in civitate que olim -
Arpentaria vocabatur, nune sutem Strezburg valge dicitur, con.
venerunt et sacramenta que sudter notata sunt, Lodhuvicus
romanz, Karolus vero teudisca lingua, juraverunt, Ac sic, ante
sgoramentum circumfusam plebem, alter tewdisca, slter romana
lingua, alloguuti sunt. Lodhuvicus autem, quia major natu, prior
EXOrSUS 31¢ coEpit:

‘Cruotiers Lodharius me et hune fratrem meum, post
abitum patris nostri, insectando usque ad internecionsm delere
coratus sit nostis. Cum autemn nec fraternitas nec christianitss nec
guodlivet ingenium, salva justicia, ut pax inter nos essst, adjuvars
posser, tandem coacti rem ad judilium ompipotentis Dej de-
tulimus, ut suo nutu quid cuiqus debarecur contenti essemus .0

Cumque Karolus hage eadem werbz romana lingea per-
OTassel | ..

It is worth noting that vulgo at the start here applies to German;
Strasbourg is in the Germanic area,

The exzet wording of these initial addresses is not of legal or
other significance, so thsre is no need for Nithard to trenscribe thess
verbatim in German and Romance, even if he could, Louis speaks in
German, then Charles savs faec eadem verba in Romance, which refers
to the content of the words rather than the words themsalves.

Iz the following oaths of alliance, Louis the German spake the
Romancs catk and Charles spoke the German one, Both wers thus
using the tongue that was not their normal native language, snd in
Louis' case, at least, a tongue he may not have koown well, The
German ceth was concoctad zocording to what was becoming commmon
practice in Eastern scriproria. The Romance oath wes more unusual,
but it had precedents in all those pre-Carolingien legal documents
designed o be in substancs intelligicle when read back 1o heir de.
positors (ep, Chapler 29, and the usage of Merovingien notsrdes has
been delected in it, (That tkds old noaris]l fradition wes known in
Carolingizn scriptoria can be sesn from the Lex Safica, # sixth-century
code that ealy survives to us in Carelingian scrips, with the original
quesi-vernacular passages lat upcorrected, presumsbly on purpose,
to presecve intelligibility; Eleogic 1975: 320.22 ) Nitherd's text presents
them as follows (continuing the previcus extract):

... Ledhuvieus, queniam major natu erat, prior hase deinde ze
servaturum testetus est:

‘Pro. Deo amur et proe christian pablo et nostro cormmun
salvament, d’isl di in avant, in quant Deus savie et podir me
dunat, si salvarai eo cist meon [radre Karle gt in gjuchs et in
cathura cosa, si cum om per drait son fradra salvar dift, in o quid
il mi altrssi fezet, ot ab Ludker nul plaid nunguam prindrai, qui,

k-

The Invention af "Romance " Writing: Oaihs

meon vol, sl meon fradee Karle in damno st

Quod com Lodhuvieus explesset, Karolus teudiscs
sic hiec eadem verba testatus est:

‘[n Godes minna ind in thes christianss folches ind unser
bedhero | .,

The caly surviving manuscript is of the lzte tenth esniury, so may not
reproduce Nithard's version precisely, There ace, for axampls, the
following contractions in the manusceipt (Paris BN, FL 9788) which
may well have been spalt out fully in the original: 45 for deo, p for pro,
xrign [or ehristion, wed for postro, ofswm for commun, dF lor dews,
siet Tov giewm, p for per, ndgud for nungugen. There s alse & punctu-
atton point (7], probasly desizned to indicate proper pausing, afier
salvgment, avant, dunat, eo, Karlo, adindhe, cosa, dist, fazet and a1 the
erd. To this extant the stancard reproduction as in Elgock may be
milely confusing.

After that, the followers of each side (urrorumgue populus)
pronourced sn oath in their own language, which Nithard zlso repre-
ducss in 1he' two vernaculars:

Sacramentum autem quod atrorumque populus, quigue propri
lingus, testatus ast, romana lingua sic se habet:

‘&1 Lodhuuigs sagrament gue son fradre Kardo jusat con-
servat et Karlus, meos sendra, de suo part lo freint, sf io returnar
nan Pint pois, ne io re neyls cel eo returnar int pois, @nocolla
ajucha contra Ledbhuunig nun 13 iv er?

Teudisca auterm lingua:

*Oba Karl then eid ther er sinemo amodher Luchouuigs
gESU0C . . .

It is net clear why this szcond Romance cath was written in this way;
not many of Charles” popuius could have bean likely to be able to read
ab all, let alens Trom & Saffling orthograzhy that they had pnot met
batore. The answsr may simply be chat onge MNithard, or whoewer il
wais, had worked cul the (st cath for Lowds to read, they felt they
vere sufficiently pleased with what they had achieved (o carry on in
the same vein for the other Romance ceth, even strictly it was golag
to be of less use as Charles’ popafus knew Franch amyeay.

The nature of the connection between thesa Oaths end contem-
poraty Romance has given rize 1o & huge hiblivgraphy that will om be
recapitulated hers. Coplous references appear in Bwert (1935} znd in
Sabatini {1968). Sabztini points to the close descent from Marovingien
legal preetice; he does not arpus that this is in fact Merovingian Latin
making & comeback (as Nelsen 19658 does), nor that it is a “precocious™
phonstic seript representing in accurate detail some actual loczlizable
Romance dialect, a8 most garly philelogists assumad (Castellani 1978

11
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128 Carolingian France: The fmveniion of Medieva! Latin

aspect of the requirement that in church one writfen vowel implies
one oral svllable, Thers is no resson to supposs that these sequences
were ever sung in anything other than strict Latin pronunciation, or
befors Aleuin's reforms.

; One of the main centres of scholarship in the late ninth century
wias the abbey of 5t Amand, near Valenciennas in North-Fastern France
(Platelle 1962). It had been sminent in pre-Carolingian times (Charles
Marrel's son was educated there), and it continued to be, Arno was
sbbot from 782 til TA5, when he becams bishop of Salzburg, and he
seerms to have returnedat times afterwards. Manuscript Vienna 795 was
compiled for Arno, and as well as Alcuin’s De Qrrhographia it contains
many etters to Arno from Alcuin, Alcuin himself visited 5t Amand in
TO8 and 799, apparently leaving hehingd fifteen meatrical inseriptions for
churches and altars (MGH Poelae 1 305-08), It is inconceivable that the
active school at 5 Ameand could have been run in the ninth century on
any lines other than thoss laid down by the reformers, In 860, the
scriptorum had such renown that Cherles the Bald commissionsd 2
szcramentary to be written thers, Two of his children were aducared
at 5t Amand. Charles' son Carloman becamsz abbot from ¢.867-70; his

uccessor, Gozlin (37084 or 88) had been imperial chancellar from
m_m. Gozlin's suceassor, Robert {until 922 or 23}, wes the brother of
King Budes (B25.-98), Milo, the chief scholzr &t St Amand (4,872}, hac
been a pupil of Alouing Milo and his svecessor Huchald (B40-930) were
two of the most respected scholars of ths lete ninth and early tenth
centuries, Milo's poetry includes 3 verse life of St Amand whizh in itzelf
iz evidence of expert reformed Latinity (MGH Poerae 111 257-678).

In £22 the Vikings rensacked the monasteny; but the monks had
already teken their valuables E St Germain des Prés, of which Gozlin
was also abbot, Thew refurned by 886 at the latest, and Hitle serious
gisruption seems o have been felt. Their lbrary was one of the largest
of the sge, containing educational and church manuscrinis of all kinds
including at least seven ninth-century manuscripts of prammetic
wirks, in particulsr Priscien and Alcuin's epitome of Priscian. Lesns
(1038 246) declared that St Amand inherited the aura held eariier iv
the century by 5t Martin de Tours; cp. also Platelle {[982: 67.69);
{rDonnell (1976); Bouremny {1946-47); McRitterick (1977: 27, 134} It
is, in short, certgin thar in the late ninth century it was the base of an
enterprising, well-informed, linguistically sophisticated group of
Latinzte scholars and teachers. It is from here that the next example
of written Old French comes.

The invention of “Romance” Writing: The Sequence iz2e

Thess is a manusaript from 5t Amand, probaily but net neces-
sarily written there, now at Valsnciennes (MS 1437, which containg the
Fomance Sequence of Saint Eulaliz, Evlalia of Mérida {Spain) weas "2
rather unpleasant young virago who had seught and easily ob tzined
martyrdom at the age of thirtesn” _“_un__.”.._um 1980: 198). Deok III of
Prudentius’ Perisfephanon had spread her fame, Relics szid to he hers
were brought to Hasnon, near St Amend, in 878 [Tagliavini 1972 48
The manuscript contains a Latin treatiss of 5t Gregory of Nazianzus; at
the end there is 8 Latin sequence on Eulalia, s Old French sequence on
Eulslia, the German Ludwigslied on the bertle bevween Louis 111 and
the Vikings, and another Latin poem of fifieen couplets {see De Poerck
1963: 4}, Writing in German was by this tims established praclice,
nearly always for texts designed to be Hmmm aloud ar sung in Church to
German spsakers (see MeKitlerick 1977 ...H.._ & by “vernscular’ she
means “German'”).

There is o general Lruth worth remembering at this point; it 5
pasier to writs ising  system that one has learned than it is to write in
a system that one has not leamed, sven if the latter is closer to one’s
vernacular hsbits. Germanic speakers found writing in Germen con-
sideranly harder than the writing in Latin that they had learnt firs
{until a later time when German was the first form of writing taught to
DDE:EEU._ Therz are native Catalan-speakers who can only wrire lstters
in Spanish. Speciclist English pheneticians *find ordinary English
spelling sasier than phenstic script, even after lengtiyy praciics; reflexes
nezed to be deschooled and the ear trained in a novel fachnigue,

The Romance BEulglia sequence must have been written Ty
somenns whe could alse write Latin, Noone could write at ali if he had
not learnt to write Latin, The ioventicn of the Romance arthography

represents an awkward task; that it should have been achieved is a sign
of an inventive nature and exceptionsl linguistic sophistication. It is &
virtunge achievement comparzble 1o the invention of shorthang, or
:_u_._._i- i

Georgs Berpard Shaw’s new alphabet, ,ﬂ._ re I, ace _.uaﬁn__
incon m_._._DE_L., Eﬁoﬁﬂ in H..:._Eh.. 5:

m._..:LE..mm [uence seem to rm{v m_ﬂ_: Eo_.r....m; Jout from scratch. A
seguance had {probabiv) never heen sung in anything . othsr than
reformed Latin ;.S,._u:m with a notg per vowel; whoever had invented
the Romance words to s2t to this particular music had presumably n,.n_um

so on the basis of a vows! per note, It seems reasonable to gssume that

[SS—
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Carolingizn France: The Invention of Medieval Latin

ma ibus cane melos eximi L
Vocibus ministrebo suffragium:

Sic pietatem, sic humanum i ingeniurn

Fudisse fletum compellamus ingenitum,

Mwmm mcm”“.ﬂu_...nuﬂ luveniae sub tempore
ndum thoris EmEm:_..Hu habilem

Hostiz aequi flasmmis ignis inplicuit,

Mex columbae evalatu obstipuit;

Spiritus hic erat Bujzliae
Lacteolus celer innocuus.

Nullis actis regi regum displieuic
Acideiroo stellis caeli se mizouir,
Famulos flagitemus ut protegat,
Qui sibi laeti pangurt armonizm:

Devoto corde modos demus innocuos,
Ut nobis pia deum nostrim conciliet

Eius nobis ac adquirat auxilium,
Cuius 30l &t luna irecmunt imperium,

Mos quoque munder g erim
Inserat et hona sideribus

Stemate luminis aursoali

s
deo famulancibus,

Buaona puicella fut Eulalia
Bel auret corps, bellezour anima,
Woldrear la veintre 1§ Deo inimi
WVoldrent la faire diaule servir, .
Ele no'nt eskoltet les mals conselliers,
Qu'elle Deo ransiet, chi maent sus en ciel,
Ne por or ned AIgEnt ne parzmeng,
- Por manates regiel ne preiement:
Niule cose non la pourst omgue pleier
La polle semnpre non amast lo Dec menastier
E por o fut presentede Maximiien,
Chi rex erat a cels dis soure pagiens.
Il li enortet, dont fei nongus chie
Qued elle [ujet io nom chriscilen,
Ell'ent aduret lo suon element:
Melz sostendreiet les empedementz
Dc elle perdesse so virginitée;
Par oz furet morte a grand :_.,_nmﬂﬁ
Enz enl fou lo getterent cam arde tost:
Elle colpes non aurst, por o nos coist,
A czo nos voldret concreidrs | i rex pagizns;
Ad une spede li roverat telir (o chiesf, o

[Ewert, aduner)

im e

The Invenrion of “Romance™ Writing: The Sequence 133

La domupizelle celle kose non congred
oil o seule lazsier, si ruover Krist;

In figure de colems volat a clel.
Tuit oram que por nos dagnel seeier

Qued pE.wmﬂ de s Christus marelit
Post la mort ¢l a lui nos laist venir

Par souue clemsen

i~
[

on Winterfeld suggested that the Latin sequence, as printed by him,
should be emendsd by adéing an acditional line _f.hm__,..,,__mﬁ i globo
caeridled, lzaving Deo famulgnribus as line 15, Given this e dation,
the two sequencas have the same number of lines (29, with fourteen
couplets and a finale; the same iking lor sssonance, wiigh 15 ai times
full rhyme, within zzch coupler; more or less the same number of
sylignles in each line of a couplet in bath poems, although & Httde
amendation is required if we wish this to be exact; and indeed the same
subject matter, although the one is not a simgle tranglation of the other,
1t s & plzusinle hypothesis that they might have seen intended for the
same music, the ons version in official language end the ocher intelli-
gible. (Purczinsky 1965 postulated & Germanic modal for the French
sequence, bt he seems to have been unaware of the Letin genre. b :
This arslvsis implies the presence at 5: Amend of a7 least ons
virunso linguist. Was there such a person thers at the time (882 2-900)
that the manuscript poems were written? Yes™ This was an age of
virtuosoe poets, skilled in the esoreric aris of acrostic, telestich, alpha-
betical verse and similar tours-de-force, but one of the most striking
pieces of the age was Hucbald’s Evloga de Culwiy, 2 poem of 146 hexa-
rmeters in praise of baldness in which every word begins with the letter
C. (MGH Paerse TV 267-71. Tt is the length that startles; the idea had
occurrzd sefore, e .o Valerio del Bisrzo; Diaz v Diaz LO5E) Ag an
example of intzllzctual joie-de-vivre, this is co_ﬁmHmEm o ths extra-
ardinary idea of writing down a musicel piece in a phonetic script of
one’s own devising. And even if the system used in the Eulalia sequence
was 1ot Huchald's idea, one of his associates must have worked hard at
jt. These things de nol “emsrge™ unbidden in the way some m_:un.w:n
chanzes can, (Boutamy 1949 offered a similar argument from wirtuosity
o jlluminations.) The Feloge de Calvis beging as follows:
Carming coavizli cerritus, carpere calvos
_,‘.._a.:._“.._ﬁcm_ cecinil: :m"m:..._ rentur carmine .)m.

cOneerni

10, The fudwizelied was probably composed in 381, but not written inte this
manuscrips until efter Louis® n:uE on Sth August BBZ. The szquence might
be from any time berween 878 and 200,
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136 Corolingian France: The fnvention of Medieval Lati

This piece of paper was ephemeral, and would not nermally
have been preserved for the next thousand years. Anything weorth
keeping would be written properly. Thanks to its chance survival we
know both that the ides of recording vernacular sounds in a guasi-
shonetic script did not die out in tenth-century 5t Amand, and that the
arescription of the Couneils of Tours ané Mainz concerning vernacular
speech for sermons was still, sometimes at least, observed, This sermon
is not one of the wuthorized homilies, having been apparently composed
for the cccasion of a Viking attack, and the Freach shows syntactiz
divergence from the Latin as well; the giver of the sermon has no authe-
rized text to follow other than the scriprural passage and feels free Lo
elaborate on this theme (of deliverance from adversity). The discovery
oy Gysseling wamﬁ_u”_ of linguistically comparable marginaliz in un
aleventh-century manuscript from Doual suggests that these techniguss
were taught and used during all the period between Hucbzlé and the
first extended texts in French vernecular; & developing tradition exisis,
hidden from us because such works wers not intended for the eves

£ posterity,

The continuztion of the reformed Latinity in the tenth century
can be exemplified in the life of Abbo, abbot of Fleury (2.940-1004:
Cousin 1954; Lesne 1933: 549-58; 1940: 191.85). Flewy, on the
Loire, hac had Theodulf of QOddans as abbot, and had been an active
sentre of the new culture in the ninth century. After a period of decline,
it was reastanlished under Odo of Cluny from 931 11l his death in 942,
Abbo szems to have bheen entrusted to Fleury in the late 9405 at the ags
of seven, been a star pupil and then a teacher; as his biographer Haimao
{Aimoin) purs i1, with endearing clumsinsss: :
Abbo . .. in Floriacensi monasterio scholae clericorum coclesias
Sancti Petd obsequentium traditur listeris imbusndus, divina pro
certo, ut credimus, id pracordinante providentia, ut inde pri-
mordia sumeret litterarum, ubi postmodum, slenissime flusnta
doctrinae mentibus eral propinaturus saplentiam sitientium,
redderstque illis, seu ecrum posters L L
... lam wvero ltrerziae arts profunda tanta adhuc pueralus
rimaatur instantia, ut o didescalis sernel auditz firmiter inira
cordis conderst arcana . .,
(PL CHXXLX 3894, 1)
As usual, when he raught the others, reading and singing were the joint
subject:
... imhuendis prasfisitur scolasticis; ques ills, per aliquot anno-
rum eurriculs, lections simul et cantisna cum tanlz erudivit
cura .. ; {390B)

The Survival of Latin Specch and Romance Writig 137

Lirterae, dociring, litteraria ars, lectio and cantilena were laught & 1d
learnt at Fleury in a manner admired by others; Abbe himself was ob-
sessively expert at the lifferarum exercitium and studivm lecrionis
(390A). It is of interest, then, to look at his own cemments on grammar
as sxpressed in bis Queesriones Grammaiiceies, compiled for the Denefit
of English cofleagues at Ramsey that he taught from 980 1o S82 i

The problems of where 1o put the stress, and of what was long
and shost for metre purposes, were perennial questions not catersd for
in the simpie jettersound correspondences of elementary fiferae; Lies2
guestions occupy sections 2-2. In section 9 the question arises of
syllable-firal piosives (p, ¢, £, b, g, d) and Abbo epparently ambarks on
neutrelization theory, suggesting that the distinction lapses in “aciis
[ro agiis, scriptus peo scribtus, el attinet pro adiinet” (32840 In
saction 10, the prenuncistion of © and g is dealt with, When g, 0 or
fallow, Lhe consonantsare veler (“'sonant in faugibus™). With a fellewing
e or {, howsver, life is more complicate :

Cun vero ¢ Hiteram seguuntur in eadem syllabe e vel{, lofaciam
solet proountiari, et nunc quidem ut fere videsrur sonare f,
mexime 5 pracesdente, ut suscipio, sufcepd, susceplf! nunc autem
cum guodam sitile, ac si g 15 haereat, ul eivis, cepi: quad magis
solet fleri ubi ¢ profertur sono 2 in principio syllabae, ut loefitia,
Fustitiz. Derique qui tertium modum addunt sono guae vel gul,
zasdem syliabas pronundar decernant, et msgquipio pro SRssipi,
BT SUSGUEDEE Dr0 suscepiT, et guivis pro civiy; quod quam frivelem
constat, omnisus vera saplentizus ligues,

The “strengthensd” [g] attributed to see, sef is surpuising, The
sibilant sound elsewhere is aimost certeinly [ts], here comparad to the
2 in lgesiiiz, The absurdity of the slip into [kw] is exgplained al some
length, and in the course of this tirade Abbo mentions that a merphams
boundary is ne bar to the velar + back vowel Hosibilent + front vowel
pattern, gven in 4 vernal paradigm: “siguidem winco, wine!, ¥ince, wir
cam, mutato cum vocalibus sono dicimus, quemadmodum et fago, fegl,
leze, lagam.’' It is certain, therefore, that ce, of were raad [csed, {tsi],
and ge, gi as [dze], [d3i], in even the best centres of tenth-ceniury
Latinity, The scholars of Ramsey might well have raised the questicn of
k] and [g] hers, 3 Alsuin had before; 2wt the wheel has come full

cizgle, Aleuin had the authority to tell Frenchmer' to szy ‘[ke], but even

1i, The & 7 oin PLOCHOOILN 521-34 is serjonsly misleading; it i3 essential 1o
consils Bradley (1921-23) whe, unlike Mine, wos able to consult the sels
M5 (Vetican £946). The text reproduced hers is as cormected by Bradley, A
new cdition 3 curraniy being prepered in Paris by Anits Guerreau-lalabers,
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1937; accepted by Sampson 1980: nos. 53-54). Lines 137.172 of the

Passion zre here reproduced from Sampson:
Sanet Pedra sols venjiar Lo vol:
estreis Lo fer que al laz og,
sl consegued u serv fellon,
la destre avrelia 1 excos.
Jesus |i bons ban red per mal,
I'aurelia ad serv semper szned.
lisade{n)s mans, cume fadron,
sil'ent menen a passiun,
Dunc lo en gurpissen sei fadel,
cum ¢l desanz diz lor aveia;
sanz Pedre sols seeguen lo vai,
quae sua fin vedsr voldral,
Anna nomnavent le Judeu
1 cui Jesus furet manez,
done s"adunovent 1 felon,
veder annovent pres Jesum,
The supzestion thar this is a Southern adaptation of & Northem
text impiies a grester degree of dialectal self-awarensss than mey be
thoughe plausibie; ic mey merely be that the spelling system used was
based closely but not exactly on models from further north, This i
guite possible, Husbald himself travelled widely, and it i guite ikely
that the experiment at 51 Amand was known in other centres, St
Amand’s scriptorivm also sent books te many other places (Flatelie
1962 64-69); Huchald was an associate of the scholars of Auxerre, and
Gibson (1975 897 has pointed ocut that their work established many
of the texts available in the tenth century, “On the linpuistic side of the
curricihum, the school of Auxerre made 2 contribution that was cleacly
pseful, and may prove to have besn [undsmental' Monasteriss of
central and southern France with contagts further north musl st the
least have besn aware of the ides, and m__u.n_.am_u_w. clso of the technigue,
of recording vernacular in new orhography for vernaculsr reading; the
“lermont peems have a suflicienly confident air 1o suggest that soth
their composer and sceibe could even have been trained in the art of
using vernecular sceipt for notes or poetry, That users of the mamuseript
hed linguistic interests can be seen in the fact that it is a glossary, The
third of the Latin posms in the manuscript iz a lamen? for the sssessi-
neticn of William Lonzsword | the second Duke of Mormeandy, in 9432,
as Robson (1955 132) observed, “only 2 rich monastery with a strong
literany tradition would have undercaken the transcription of this great
{ofio sopy of ths plossary, and the added Latin and Frerch posma show
a comsiderable range of interssts and contacts”, De Poarck (1943}

The Survival of Latin Speech and Romance Writing 141

arguec that the Saing Léger, at least, might have coms originaly from
Bbreuil, slightly north of Clerment, and more or less oo the dividing
line betwssn Cecitan and French; his view is thar the language used
could well represent the usagg of some such transitional area. Robson
shows thet “standasd written French existed thersfore, in tzems of
flexion, vocabulary, and consonantsysiems, from the tenth century”
(1035 163), implying that instead of representing any usags exactly,
the system used here is “inter-regional”, altheugh seribes ol differant
verraculars feit & liberty Lo adant if they thought it necsssary™, [t is
not logically impossible for unconnscied attempts at vermacular writing
to arise independently, zut Rickard's conclusion (1974 42} is mors
orogable; “behind the vagarizs of southern seribes we can diseern I
portant features which confirm and are confirmed by those early texts
which were nor copied by southern scribss, and sven mere by later
texls”: Robson concluded chat ““ths few literary texts copied mainly
in morastic centres owsad their fixity and fack of local quality 1o
monastic discipline estztlished in the great age of Cluniae reform™
(15552 135).

if there really is a standard wristen French ever in the tenih
century, a5 seems likely, the Cluniacs could easily be the standardizers,
This would mean that the main centres of spoken liturgical Latin wers
also the main centres of wricten vemacular, which is u predictable cor.
sequence of the theory that the invention of Madieval Latin speech wis
the precipitating stimulus for the invention of Romance writing, The
saformed Benedictines of Clury were estzhlished in Burgundy in the
sarly tenth century under Odo, its first aShot. Ode had probaniy been
raught by Remigius of Auxerrs, associate at Rheims of Huchald of 5t
Amzad: it s unlikely the: Odo was unsware of the practice of vernacular
writing at St Amand (although, as Rebson 1935 showed, the “standard”
gid natadost the same convenlions for representing vowels). The Cluniac
order was obsessed with both lisurgy and literacy (for their Larary, ses
Lesne 1938 524.33), [iterali were cnly given manual work, Spoken
Latin was =ssential there: this could explain why a (semi-)standardized
sricten vernacular was also taught there, if indesd it was,

Eleock {19611 16-18) noticed that the idea of writing in a way
ather than the 1raditional Latin was suggested by the model of writing
in German {or Anglo-Saxon) to the Carolingizn scholass, ancd spread
sut gecgrashically from there. This is brozdly true, The Musman Fie

1%, This sssay is essentially & warning against the belief tha: spoken 012 French
was standardized,
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144 Carolingian France: The Invention of Medieval Latin

were alreacdy well established by the eleventh century, By 1100 or so,
in France, the idea is spreacing that writing in Romance might be an
activity autcnomous from writing in Latin, Spain, howsver, has besn
guite different, The advent of a distinction betwesn Romance and
Latin in Spain (outside Catalonia) doss not seem fo start unt ¢ 1100,
or he accepted tili the thirteenth century; the complicated history of
Romance and Latn in Spain from 700 to 1230 fomms the subject
matter of the two remaining chaprers,

Ttaly falis outside the brief of this study, tur a few initial points
can be made. In the frst place, it tends to be thought that Northern Ttaly
had meany lay schools in the ninth and tenth centuries, with the result
that education is not so intimately tied Lo the reguirements of the
church: that view was explodad by Bullough (1964), whose arguments
have never been rejected, Bullough's study emphasises that fitferae,
reading and singing are all part of the same procsss in Northern Traly es
they were elsewhere in the Cerolingian area. In the tenth century, for
example, Bullough has found no priest unable to write his name in
documents from Movara and Parsma, several references to the ecclesi-
astical estubiishment of magistr! granumaticae et cantorum, and no e-
dence at all of lay schoels, Norberg summarizes evidence for the per-
eepticn of a differenge betwsen Latin and Itzlian vernzculsr in the tenth
cantury 1968: 347; the coronation-of Bersnguee 1in 913 i3 said to have
been marked by speeches patrio ore and mardia voce: Gunzo of Novara
distinguishes them in his Apistoly od dugienses of 965 “Falso putavit
sancti Gaili monachus me remotum a scientia grammaticas artds, lices
aliquando retarder usu nostre vulgaris lingus, que Lacinitati vicins est”
{Manitius 1958: 27); Pope Gregery Vs epitaph (999) mentions his abi-
lity to speak froncives, vidgar! et voce Lating, presumably French, Lralian
znd Latin. Azart from the so<called Veronese “riddie” of £ 800, which
is notoriously hard to interpre:’, the eariiest surviving intentiomally
vernacular [tzlian appears in four legal documents of the early B60s,
where they are new vessions of tracitional sentences written elsewher
in normal Latin, Presumably the lawvers were experimenting to ses if
the reformed orthography aided vernacular reading back 1o, or by, the
depesitor ﬁm‘mjmm_o_u 1980: no,77). This experiment apparently fafled,
being deopped afteg _m_m_x The evidence, in brief, suggests that Carlingian-
influenced Northern Ttaly was in & similar position to France; the in-
vention of Latin speech had led 1o experimentztion in Romance writing.

15, 5S¢ parche boves, elba prefalis oradofAlbe versorio tencba, Regro feman
sernaba Sampsen LSAD: 00,75}

4

SPAIN {711-1050}

s3anlnge —

FALCIA pLodn SABYLLA HaWaRRA —

(L& Wi m._..__"_ Hijera p—
da~agln Rkl Araddn
SN Eurdisgha Mild » Fizol——
Pilgaeley *3ilaa CATALUFA
Hatadalld g S Eéﬂ.ﬂ&.&a 8 LEridn
ol ..k...q T /u...|J,J
e
L4
e
= CASTILLA Vit
b 1A KUEVAY

Telede

& Las'Haazs de Tobsa

o % =" Chrdebn i

e . = —

i " B |

e T 7
— —— ...__._.Elm.ut. s ———
— =% o = r
= 2 7 ] Km 200
— =T — =
—— 7. " = 7" AFRICA

{Map dravn by A.C. Hodgkiss!

The Inerian peninsula is heterogenecus. [n the central Middle
Agzes it was aven maore heterogenecus than usual, The Moslem invasion
of the Visipothic Kingdom began in 711, and untii the mid-eleventh
century Moslem rulers controlled the central and southern areas, The



