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COURSE DESCRIPTION - MOODLE BASED COURSE
The course aims to improve low proficiency students´ level in the writing ability. The focus is to help them to cope with the tasks professors from other disciplines require. There is an emphasis on writing and rewriting texts to refine grammar, vocabulary, clarity and conciseness. 

Content:

1- Formal and informal language

2- Fixing sentences

3- Grammar in writing

4- Short essays

METHODOLOGY

(Writing and rewriting of students`   texts in  class 

(Collaborative writing (students are expected to provide feedback on classmates’ texts). 

(Reading of selected material as reference for text production.
(Doing exercises from writing manuals

In this course, writing is approached as a process. The writing process includes prewriting to discover ideas; drafting to develop a focused idea; revising to add necessary information, delete peripheral material, and rearrange ideas in logical order; and making the draft reader-ready.

ASSESSMENT

(Students will be assessed on their writing process as well as their text production throughout the course.

(Students are expected to complete all reading and writing assignments on dates specified by the teacher. 

(Completion of the reading assignment includes the ability to discuss the reading in class and write about the reading in and out of class. Students are expected to attend each scheduled class and bring all required materials. 

(Students are expected to produce their own work and risk failing for plagiarism. 
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SURVIVAL KIT:

1) a good monolingual dictionary . see Longman Cambridge free dictionary in internet.

2) grammars: English grammar in use by Murphy or any other

3) a thesaurus. If you don´t know what it is , ask since this is a must in your writing courses

4) English vocabulary in use or anything like that

5) Language Activator by Longman

6) Oxford Dictionary of Collocations (another must have)

7) Useful websites: owl (online writing lab from Purdue University, USA), it has lots of hand outs and exercises on different issues.
Eslcafe, about.esl , 

8) STRUNK, W. JR, & WHITE, E.B. (2000).THE ELEMENTS OF STYLE. LONGMAN. 4TH EDITION.

** I WILL PROVIDE MANY WRITING MANUALS IN MOODLE. SO MAKE SURE YOU HAVE ACCESS TO IT.

ASSESSMENT & ASSIGNMENTS: Students´ production will be evaluated taking into consideration the following writing activities:

	Assignments
	
	Maximum  score

	Assignment 1 writing diagnosis
	(in class) 05/08/15
	10

	Written assignments
	
	30

	portfolio 
	
	20

	Homework assignments
	Homework (individual) throughout the semester
	25

	Assistance from the laboratory of academic writing 
	August: 2 sessions
September: 3 sessions
October: 4 sessions

November: 3 sessions
As notas serão dadas mensalmente. Portanto, não é possível compensar sessões de um mês em outro.
	15

	Total: 
	
	100 


PORTFOLIO:
A reflection on the development of your writing ability by means of a  collection of some writing tasks and the process of composing them: drafts, laboratory sessions, exercises you have done (vocabulary, grammar) to learn more about the language. The goal is to show (rather than just to attach texts) your development in writing. It has a reflective nature on the student´s part.
TO BE SUBMITTED HARD COPY (IN A FOLDER – PASTA CATÁLOGO)
Presentation of the assignments: all writing produced as homework should be typed, double-spaced. Students should keep a copy of all assignments handed in.
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Criteria for grading assignments. The evaluation of a student´s performance falls into three basic areas of concern:

1. text organization

2. content

3. presentation (grammatical and formal standards of the various text types)

Attendance in the laboratory of academic writing:

The laboratory is a place created to help students to improve their writing. The assistant for this semester is João P. Silva: joao.pereira.silva@usp.br
You can contact him to have your attendance through skype or personally.

The lab hours and place are to be defined.
In this lab sessions you can discuss any difficulty regarding writing you might have, solve doubts about the homework items and the extra material you will be provided with. You may also discuss difficulties with texts for other disciplines.
Technology sites that can help you practice writing: penzu

ATTENDANCE
	If the student for some reason needs an extension (because of illness or some other kind of serious personal problem that prevents him/her from finishing an assignment on time), the teacher must be notified well in advance so that another date can be arranged. The teacher can be reached at beth.harkot@usp.br. Alternatively, a message can be left at DLM-Dep. Letras Modernas (3091-5041).

Office hours: Wednesdays 11.40 -12.40, Thursdays 17.30-19.30. Room 32, 3rd floor (Phone number: 3091-5052). In case you cannot make it at this time, contact me for another arrangement.
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