\Ewmna of Hobbes . . RS
Noel Malcolm, one.of the s.o_._a_m leading Hobbes mnro_mau presents a set of extended
essays on a wide varicty of aspects of the life and work of this giant of early modern

_ thought. The greater part of this volume is published here for the first time. Malcolm

offers a succinet introduction to Hobbes's life and- thought, as a foundation for his dis-

cussion of such topics as his political philosophy, his theory of international relations, the
development of his mechanistic world-view, and his subversive biblical criticism. Several ~
of the essays pay special arrention to the European dimensions of Hobbes’s life, his
sources and his influence; the longest surveys the eéntire European reception of his work |
from the 16405 to the 17505, All the essays are based on a deep wsoi_&mo of primary -
sources, and many present striking new discoveries about Hobbes's life, his muarniscipes ©
and the printing history.of his works. Aspects of ‘Hobbeswill bé essential reading not orily -
for Hobbes specialists, bur also for all those interested in mnénnambﬁ_fonbﬁg_bﬂn:onﬂc& J
EmBQ mbore mnnnnmbur both wzmm_._. and mE.o_uSP. .
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The foliowing abbreviations are used not ﬂrmocmroﬁ. ﬁr@ voow vcn oafb nrn ,
notesxo specific essays, where they are also éxplained on their fiest o%cn.obnn... mon‘.‘ S
the convenience of the reader, mrn% are also _a:& here. . - o el

AAS .E%:..am del’ >8&m8_a des wnﬁb,nnmv Hupnm :
ADC ?o?»«nm Ummmnnan_.:&om du O&ﬁ&or Omob :

BMC w_vronrwacm ngo%m_a de Caen. - . B - . _. 2
BMP w&ro%wann gmnmbnnu mm:m : e S
CAO QQE&E@ Office, ocﬂrm.B_USD . 5 . o
FPCL_ French Protestant Q.E_..nm._ Omho"&ou. morom@ﬂmnm ; o - = : -

o ..woﬁw Eog& E&. mann S.Bn moB mEErnm omdqnmn OoEﬁQ n_o_&._num, mEm wNno: 1.
o was the mnmn%on ofa sheep-reeve (a nrﬁm shepherd). All three mEz_% stories cell uis ..

T ..moanEum not, onq abouit the importance of wool irythe mnmr% economy butalso -
~+ Labout the rolé of education in stimulating s social Eo_oprq during the sixteenthand
- ..mnﬁnnanbnr nmbnE._nm Wmno:m mmnrnv nrmbwm torhis mnz&nm at Oﬁdwzmwﬂ. was able
o vanonﬁ a EoEEn:H _mé.an and marry into the ; mnmﬁoohmnw Locke mmmm_mm Was'
- also t nnﬁn& as a Tawyer, althotg ihe Beériained a rmmmmmw noEHQ mnoEﬂ\. ﬂrmb_a ;
- to'his own education at Ou&,o& anWn was able to pursue'a career that. included..
.,,&Eoﬂﬁﬂn worlk, Rnnn_..ma_m_ assistance to atich vorﬂn_mb, and, 3@58&? awell-
“+ paid, mc<n55n=ﬂ admiinistrative post. Of the careefs of these three wrm_cmom.wﬂm, .
*- Hobbes's was .nn:m:&w the _amﬂ m&ﬁuEBE. Butittoo- would riot have beeri pos-
- siblewithout his eddcation at Oxmo& ‘which gave| i his entrée to the O»ﬁwn&mr .
- m_.B&m with .&roE he Was 1o mwnum miost of his life. Hmﬁ expense, - of nn_ﬂnwnnm ason’
up'to cbmﬁamq yﬂ_‘& may havé _unnb a threshold: over s&ﬁr the poorest i society
. could N CTOSS; Yet 1 the threshold:was set :mﬁ:i% _oﬁ. E& onceithad been passed.
awide B:mn of voﬁ_io Shmna opened up.”
 One e career thar did not éxist mE.Em this. @o:,om émm nrm_” Om a Bmﬂmaos»_ E:_o-
‘mowrﬂ Not only was mrmomowrw not ‘defined or %Bﬁnmﬁm asadi m e T e
7 wWay ﬂrmﬂ it is today (the term was used to, include nrn s&o_a ‘range £ m&%&o& .
o ‘mnﬁnonm as imE_ bur there was no ?dmnmw_onm_ﬁﬁon of ﬁrn E_&ann Some'of nwo% :
o ...éro wrote about wrmomowrﬂn& matters, such as Iauaw More o Ralph O:&&on_._
"~ may have vnos nB@_ow& as acadernics: _ww. ws_u:&:bm w?-omowwzn& ﬁoawm rosr
- ever, they were not Q@:?ﬂnm academic ‘résearch’ s much as entering; Rw:_u__n of.
.m .._nnn_.u that was inhabited m@ﬁpm% by nrﬁnr.ann_ vruahn_m:m. nobléme; s officers om
- state; mnvoorﬁmhnﬂ@ mbn_ even; in the case of Hobbes’s friend SirKenelm U_mv%. :
~ oun.ﬂ.Bn amateur v:ﬁnﬂ . With nrn Ecrmn_.mnou of printing} rocmnm in mnﬁnﬁnnnnra .
) century. mbm_mnm it-was not- &m..ﬁnﬁ 10 get vsc_ar& The Bo%g system of -
E 51&&8 &m noﬂ ﬂcmp _uE the nomn cm mmﬁcummn nuwcnam mrmm a ‘well-choser
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dedication might be rmbmwan_u\ rewarded. Books were: expensive to _uswu roﬂ. .
- ever;for example, Leviathan, when ivwas first published; cost eight mrEEmmu which- -
was more than most 9.955 labourers carned in a-week. Any writer who wanted :
to keep up with what was being published on philosophical subjects needéd one
of fouir things: a private income, a well-paid job, membership of a n:..&n of. hook- -

lending friends, or access to a well funded library. Hobbes's career as tutor- and

secretary to the Cavendish family gave him the last of mrnmn four-in full; over the ~
years he enjoyed the othet three in smaller measure. He was. content to remain the,
employee or retalner of a great noble household—a somewhat oE-wm.mEow& career -

pareern that gave him access to a higher social world withiour making him a mem-

ber of it, and which kept him for months at a time in Edén& mnn_:m_oz moa the -

metropolitan intellectual scene. But it also gave him security, time to write mpﬁmn :
quantity of works on a huge range of subjects, and powetful political protection .

against the public rcmara\ to some of those éonw,m a:ﬂ:m the _mmﬁ ﬁwﬂon Annmmm.. of
m,?m:ma. : - - Lo T

.

L

o~

Hobbes was born on s/r5 fun_ Hmww in énmﬁwo_ﬁ aparish on the northwestern m&n
.om the small town-of Malmesbury, in north Wiltshire. His facher, an _ancnmﬁnm )

country. n_mnmu\BEr was curate of the small neighbouring wmzmr of wnowg_uoﬂc:.mv :
which was one of the poorest livings in the area.! Some members of the mﬁEq

had grown prosperous in the cloth-making business. These E&cmnn_ m&Bﬂwm
Hobbes (probably Hobbes’s great-uncle), who became alderman, i.e. E&Bm of
" Malmesbury in 1600; an éven richer cousin, William Hobbes, who was a Cgreat.

clothier’; and Francis, the elder brother of Hobbes’s facher, who was a prosper-

ous glover and became alderman of g&E@w:Q in 1625.2 Other Hobbeses in and
around Malmesbury included some less prominept clothiefs and two alehouse-
Wnﬂuna. Edmund and Wovon Eo_uwnm of dswm%on, whose exact R_mzosme to

5

1 John >:r8w Eam.wnu._w chims’ ﬁrwﬁ Hobbes's mnmﬁ. was vicar of Westport (* wnqq h&nr %&.@. &a

contemporaries, set doumn by John Aubrey, between E&.&u 1869 & 1696, ed. A. Clark, 2 vols. (Oxford, 1858}, I-
p- 323). Beclesiastical records for 1602—3 deseribe him as curarte of mncrna_uono=mr (Wiltshire Record Office,
Trowbridge: Archdeaconry of Wiltshire, Act Books [Officel, vol, I [formerly vol, 4¢], fos. 107x; 132v, 1771).

The church at Brokenborough had been one of the most pootly equipped in 1553: J. E. Nightingale, The
Church Plate of the County of Wiltshire {Salisbury, 1891), p- 195), and in 1649 its Ernm yielded an income of

just £20 per annum: E. J. Bodington, “The Church Survey of ﬂw;ar:n. 164950'; ﬂﬁ?@uwﬁma@ﬁa&ﬁm& .

and Nawral History Magazine, 41 (1920), p. 6.
2 T, Aubrey, Wilishire: The Topographical Collections, ed. J.E. wmn_ﬁop (Devizes, 1962), p- 235 n. {where

1660' is a mispzint for 1600); Aubrey, *Brief Lives, 1, PP- 3234, 387; R. Luce, “An Old Malmesbury Minute
Book’, gwu.\a%.méwﬁakw%& and Natural History Magazing 47 (1935~7), pp. 322, 3253 G. D. wuaﬁwv ed.,

Two Sixtzenth Censsiry Taxasion Lists Wiltshire ?%»nowomﬁm m.& an:p_ History. moﬂn? Wonoau. )

Branch, 10 Amp_aw:a: 1954}, p- 48. .
: - N ' o
.. ..I.NIH. Lot - ‘\..,.

s .‘ K .HroBmm Io_uvmw nEEon vo omSE_mr& 3 Hm scems. Eﬁq ﬁrﬁ Eov_unmm mmﬁrna w_uou

o ,.rn m.ﬁr& w© appear *unmo_.n &n Sm:oa. E& wo Bouﬂrh _mnﬁ_ wo imm rm&om u

‘ n—ES@n ﬂrn wogwmu u

. ”U.. . “whom he had’ mmmozv&,mh a knave apd. an arrant knave and a'drunken knave’.
B _ancnom tomakea vcv__n actof ﬁnb_ﬂobom inFoxley church, Hobbes's mmnrnumﬁhnm

S n<nbEm=w punished} ‘with.excommunication. In February.1604.he nﬁpﬁo& on~.
o - Jeane'in the churchyard at Malmesbury, érm_.ncmon_ in the words of a sanwmv rn LT

-+ followed the said Mr Jeaing nnd&um himrand n&_Em him knave MEQ ooBSm neare .
I vato him mdﬂocw@ him the. mﬁmn M: uﬁ::o SAW his fiste S&Q ﬂrm edre or ng the'

head’s >3~ act om violence in-a church or chutchyard was an, QooE.BﬂESEn
o omnsna. but r&abm violent handson a nﬁﬁwﬂﬁb Was an evén more serious crinie”
C-Vin mnn_nw_mmmo& law, for ér_or noh.@onm chwr.Eabﬁ was vowa_u_n. and ; any excomis |
~ ./ municated person who failed to scek absolution from the Church could be m:..nm_..&

~ . -and imprisoned vw nra civil authorities after forty days.S | Iognm s mﬁrnn ‘Was mo_.&
o wfly forit“and && in owmnE._Q beyound London’.7 -

L érnnrmn he ever saw his father: again is not wboss Iis vo&_Em that he had been
- | sent to university waom_.an. ES his father, he was a %o:bmnm son who was expected
- frogointothe Church. Q.rm nEnm brother, Edmund, was to pursue the ?E_uw H&n -
Fasa &oﬁrﬁnv If s0, we may suspect: Hrmn thesé events mﬁobmnwounm érmﬂgnn atii;
. clerical tendencies were already present in Hobbes's character. Hobbes owed hKis”
..~ Oxford education to two'people: his uncle Brancis, s.ro paid for it; arid. a young
- n_n_.mu\BpP Robert TEBQ. who rmm taught Eo_uvnm Larin and Greek t6 a high .
L ﬁmbmm&. ata r&n mnWoo_ in dqaﬁon. FEEQ Emm ms%s% a _nnnu classicist e..&

.u”.. ¥ mn_nnsnnm 83:6&» ronpom to roa_umhp_n&oﬁn 5umoo ﬁﬁﬂ_urﬁn w&noa OBnn. H.Biv:mmn. Q.E.ﬁn_. s
 Sessions; Criminal Business, 1598-1603, p. 20)., Robert, possibly Edmund’s son, is listed as an alehouse- - ' ™

-, vok 40 fos. 10771, 132V.

.wna&Q Procesdings AHb_.&oF Gmmu Pp- nmlmov H Oo%nn. H@n 3.&3& &n &« M&&E& Qi_ m.nngﬁ

LP mﬂzg>~ﬂ4 HHOQWWH;.H%

“more:time in the dqﬂﬂwon alehouse than he did in his nwEnr at. wnownsvoaos
m::am The ﬁnwmomnoam visitation of %n mombn.Q of gm_hﬁm_u:q in OQovﬂ. Hmou

Worse trouble was to mo:oﬁ In Onno_unn Hmow. mo_uwam m.&mn was un.nﬁmm mu‘ H,Wm
nmaoom.& court of mHmbmnnEm Richard .Fm:nu ﬂrn vicar of ‘Foxley. @ nnm_.&w @E.EE

to turn up for the occasion; fined 33s. 34, he failéd to payand was %Rwﬁﬂ& ﬁmbm

Vi

~ By the time these dramatic events occurred, mo_u?u émm &nn»% at Oﬁ.oa

keeper.iti: 1620: N J. Williams, .ed., Tradesmen.in Early-Stuart qﬁa?n« dS_B_.Eo Enrpmcmomﬁ.— E.R_

. Natural History Society, Records Branch; 15 {Salisbury; 1959), p. 30,

" 4 Wiltshire Record Office, .Hnoi_unm.mm g&ﬂﬁoh&. om ﬁ_._nmr:.m. Act mco_ﬂ ﬁOmmnnv. <o_ H nmozﬁmmw

5 Wilwshire Record Office, .H.Hoﬂ_un&.ma m?uncﬁu.— Unmo@:_ou waow Q..Esbnuv. <o_ u.Nv Qmowlmmawrm. :
fos. 15—z0r {fest m:aﬁﬂour 43v {second quoration); -Episéopal Act Book {Instance), vol. 332, mum 562
{inserved loase shest), 73r, Bov, 108v. See also A: Rogow, Thomas Hobbes ﬁz.n% York, 1986), PP25—9.- L

8 H. C. Coote, The Practice Qam.nn_..«a&un& Courts Q.bEmc:. 1847),p. 15; R, Cosins; An Apologie for. - :

Courss (London; 1847), pp- 412,
7 >=vnn$ ..wnawbea,.H P um.w
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an inspiring ﬂmmormn who may have become an intellectual and moral mﬁrnvmmﬁn
- for Hobbes; as it happened, it was Latimer who replaced Eo_uvnmm father as curate.

of wHoWon_uoHonmr 8 Latimer had been an undergraduate at gmma&nn Hall in-

Oxford, and it was there that Hobbes was sent to study at the age of 13 or 14.°

Magdalen Hall was one of the poorer foundations. at Oxford, having- de-

veloped out of a grammar school attached to Magdalen College. Both the College
- and the Hall had been regarded as centres of Puritanism since the 1560s and'1570s;
. Magdalen Hall's reputation for Puritanism was strengthened under a principal;
John Wilkinson, who was appointed in 1605. The Hall, unlike the Oo:amn. had no

chapel, and since its daily services of morning and evening prayer wére said in an -

unconsecrated building (the dining hail), it was possible to add Puriran ‘exércises’
» to the forms of prayer nonnﬁanm in the Prayer Book.19 The sympathy- for some of
; Calvin’s reachings thar Hobbes displayed in later life may date from his time at .
{ Magdalen Hall. On the other hand, Calvinism was not the same as Puitanism,
and his later hostility towards Presbyterians in parcicular and religious nnﬁrsmmmnm
in general is well known. In his autobiographical writings, Hobbes passes nocom-
ment on the religious. climate of his undergraduate years. He rells us Lirtle mvoﬁ
“his studies either, except to dismiss the Aristotelian logic and physics that he vras,

raught. Instead of such useless stuff, he says, he preferred to read about explorations. -

of new-found lands and to study maps of the earth and the stars. kS Astronomy t thus
* emerges as his earliest sciendific interest—an interest he nﬁmmn&w Wn_wn up; sirce we
know that he observed the appearance ofa comet in 1618.12 In 890%09. Hobbes

evidently regretred that he had not been taught the key o the exactsciences, math- ©
" ematics. He complained in Leviathan that unitil very recently geomerry had ‘had.
no place atall’ in the universities, and-his advice on education was thata boy should -

 be ‘entered into geometry s&nn Wn Eanaﬂ»b% Latin :umowsw& iris ﬁrn vmmﬁ Sﬁ% om
- teaching logic’ 13

Itishard to :&mm the fairness of Hobbes's nnnnmmﬁm om Oxmoa The ommﬂm_ cur- -
riculum laid n_osa in the starures of 15645 was Bn_mnm 8:%.235 ubn_ ma::nmn&

8 Aubrey, ‘Bricf Lives, 1, wm 35, 324, wpm1w, 332, umu (where. >n¢§. %:« FEBQ. pmcom mﬂnﬂpau_. ’

Wiltshire Record Office, Trowbridge: Bishops™ Ttanseripts, mno_ﬁnnvop.o:m_ﬂ bundle 1, and Westport,
bundle 1 (which ineludes elegant Latin tribues by Latinier to two dead parishioners). 3
‘ ¥ 1. Foster, Abumni axoniznses(Oxford, 18891-2), entries in vols. IT, 111, The exact dase of Iov_unm s Bp&nz.

lasion is not known; his autobiography states that it was during his mos:mm:ﬁr year ( Thomae Hobbes angli -

vita, p.1;, OL 1, p. xiit), Le. between April 160t and April s602. Headds, however, that he stayed ar Oxford for
five years (ibid.), and we know that he was admitted BA in Feb. 1608. Aubrey says he entered Oxford “at four:

teen yeares of age’, and daes his arrival there, plausibly, to the beginning of 1603 (' Brief Lives’. 1, pp. mnm 330). -
210§, G. Harilton, Hertfard Collsge (London, 1903), pp. 100-1x; M. H. Curtls, Gsford and Carnbridge -
in Transition (Oxford, 1959}, pp. 191-2..On the mnsnz._ differences _ua?aas 2 hall and'a. 8=¢mn. see

’ N. Fitzherbert, Owoniensis academiaé descriprio (Rome, 1602), p. 28.-

1 Hobbes, Thamae Hobbes angli virg, p.1 (OL1, xiid); .@%S« Hobbesii a&ﬂ&wn:ga SuP p-3 AO.: ’

Eﬁlroo?:v
12 Hobbes, Cririgue dule BE._% &q Thenas ﬂﬁ:ﬂ ed. u .ﬁuhmﬂoﬁ and H: éq Jones ﬁu»zm. de P :H
13 Heobbes, hm&h&«ﬁ. p: 3703 u Aubrey, \ma?&.. on Education, ed. u E. mnn_uwmbm Qb_.&o:. wapv. m. 5

g .. revival.of ?Hwnonarmm_mg in msmwub& in the latter part of the Eﬁon:nr century, -

“Yhand, thereis a mass om mﬁmnbna that mnmmannnm in the early mnﬁbnonb% century ™

. cismlingered on‘at the’ =E<nnm_q One mnuom@ mbn-mnrommwﬁn oration deliveredin -
gmm&&nn Hall two or thiree years Wamoa movvam s arrival attacked the ‘clumiy 2 mba

-

.,..... 8»5» “How are ethics thHoﬁm v% ﬂro wboi_&mn om. @8@8508 or ﬁrn EE:T o
mthHn Om &\:owaamv:m . . . . ST :

- mogmm was, offered nEw_ou\EaE HBBn&mﬁo_w. after noB_..._nmnm his BA; On the,
SnoBEnnmmﬂon of John, dSF:.aow he was taken on as a wror. E\ dSEwE ‘

o wasto become first Earl of Unqonmr:n in 1618: Hobbes’s w:?- &n mcEHn second” -

: Unn_uﬁrhn in Zgna_unhﬂ .H.roag.mon Eo_u_uomm rélation to r_m nrmhmn seems o}
w&.& Wnnn mnmm &mﬁ om a

: E.. nwn ﬁohwm of ?._mﬁomn @&o:mr it - did En_cn_n somé memE.m mmn.ouonﬁnE mnm
- geomettical éoma including Euclid, which Hobbes would have had to mE% if
- hehad Sub.n& to proceed MA). Hobbes's SBEEE that nrn E:_Omow_d\ $=mrn at

‘Nor should we assume that Hobbes’s hostility to. scholastic mom_n would have mocsm .

: 22.. Ho:hpnw is recorded in Owwnmio_.m_. MS Imuai_n_n 29, mw mm

VA, mdzy?wm Eom?ﬁ.mm TR s

the un versities was Aristotelity’ had some rruth to it. There had beena’ mnmnnn ;

anid extra decrees were _mm:& in Oxford in.1586 to exclude the use of authors who' -
%mmmﬂn& with the ‘ancient E& true wrh_omowrw of Aristotle. 14 Bu; 6n'the oﬂwﬂ

- had intellectudl i interests, espécially in thé sciences, whichi went far-béyond the .
official curriculum, ﬁ& that these interests were. omnnn uomnnﬂam in their Smanm 15

no sympathetic echo in the Oxford of his day. The humanist criticism ‘of scholdsti- -

wm._.vmhocmionmm“ mbﬂnau “formal mmmmnnnm -and @Em&nnm E& E,W&H_HQOT

\

For someone who did not intend to pufsue a:career in ,ﬂrm‘ﬁrﬁnw OW %m :s?mm..‘.,
sity, there was little point in staying on for the further degree.of MA. mo_.ncnmﬁn_um

Cavendish, arich Derbyshire!: _msaoibow who had been created a baron in Hmom aid:
Earl Am._mo named William: Opﬁn&mrv was only a few years wocnm&. thian Hobbes.-
himself, He had vnnu m:ﬁn_.& vnnmw at' St John's: College, Oﬁs_unamo. Iozunm B

joined! EH there in Hrn summer of 1608 and mnnoammbﬁ& him from Om.B_uEmmn to

o_. ﬂrwn that om m mawcubv a mmnhaﬂm._ﬁ or a m._nan_ H

i

RE3 m m_vmo_.: &.; .msuﬁa aaneﬂasaesxugaxmo& wa pp- umwlmo (15645, Amﬂ ?&3 O= m.ﬁ - o
: ?58859 Tevival, see H. Kearney, Scholars and Genslemen {London, 1970), pp. 8i-3: C. B. m&.ﬁ.ﬁ. S L
“Philosophy and Science in Sixteenth-Century Universities’, in E: Miurdoch and D; Sylla, éds., The Culmral
- @a&ﬁ%&«%&&h&ﬁﬁh@&&gg 1975) P PP- 4855305 C/B. man_n. \9‘3 0&3:&;38&?3&33 :
Renaisiance England (Montreal, 1983), pp. 1376, ©

15 See M. H..nEmoE The E&&mﬁ&&ﬁ&ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ&&% Anasr:mmnw Gmt ,
16 BL MS Harl. 6460, fols. 1v; 2r. This oration, an attack on logic, seems also E..E_Qﬂ—v. mbn.wnbuar but
the Ramist movement (which &S&am fopic m.o:._ nvnnonn and ummm;& mﬁ ?._BNQ of the mS.BQ.v was w_ac :
hostile to scholastic logic. i - : :
17 Cavendish proceeded MA (a] mﬁﬁwnmo of no_u..:a‘v in the summec of Hmn.m mbm Eo_u_uam &3 Eno%o.r
ated ar m&o_ﬁ. (which he was entitled to'do as dn Oxford BA): m._omnm». \Qﬁaﬁ 38535. vaw:pm:n *.oH Em ;
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Aubrey’s words, “He was his _o&aﬁw s page; and Hon_n a w.E:Em mbm wpéw_nm 4&9
him, and kepr his privy purse. i
The young William Cavendish was riot iﬁroﬁ 58:%&& and rﬂaHE.w inter-
ests. In 1611 he published ?bobﬁbocwg a shott bur elegant ioﬂw A Discourse
against Flasterie, the essayistic style of which saggests:the Emcnwnn of Bacon.19
Three years later Hobbes and Cavendish went on a tour. of Franice and. HBG
Ucﬂnm their stay in Vénice'in the winter of 1614-15 they both learned Hﬁbubu and .
Cavendishs exercises in the language included preparing a translation into Italian:-
of Bacon’s Essayes. Back in England, Cavendish was in personal contact with Bacon
by- 1616, and Bacon himself helped to revise the Iralian translation of the mge&
before it was published in 1618.20 We know from Aubrey and another source that. |
Hobbes became acquainted with Bacon and did some secrerarial work for him,
raking down dictation ‘in his delicate groves where he did meditate’, and help- .
ing to transtate some of his Essayes into. Latin. 21 This contact has :..mmﬁonm.zw
been assumed to have taken place during the final years before Bacon’s death in

1626 (and it was froro Hobbes that Aubrey learned the. story- of how Bacon died

from a chill caught when experimentally stuffing a chicken with snow); however,
Hobbes's personal acquaintance with Bacon probably dates from ‘the work on
the Iratian translation of the Essayes in 1617-18. From the first Barl of Una.oumr:am
account book, it is clear thar' Hobbes also visited the Lord Chancellor on his
employer’s legal business in May 1619, and another entry records the &mvcwwnaabn
of the sum of two shillings ‘to' M Io_u_Um weh he gaue away at wn —..o Ormbn
May 1620.2% ‘

Despire all these personal contacts, it is hard to mn& mbw oﬁ&nuon om a mﬁomm or
direct Baconian influenice on the substance of Hobbes's-later m&;omovr% man

elements of Bacon's thinking may find an echo in Hobbes's ﬁcnrm rthe ﬁnbn_gQ
towards naturalism or physicalism (as shown by wu.nczm interest in ancient atom-

- ism or modern writers such as Telesio), for example, or the attack on false entities
generated by Fbmcumw (the &cw of the markerplace). The mnbnn& projectof replac-

ing scholasticism with a new but equally all-encompassing system of goi_&mn
was also common to both writers. But none of these tendencies or projects had -
been peculiar to Bacon. Tt is clear, on the other ruba that Hobbes rejected Bacon's”
obscure but largely traditional metaphysics of “forms’, ind that the so-called ™
inductive method propounded by Bacon had little influence on Hobbes compated -
with m:m later discovery of che m:n_&omb anro& Om mnmEmob mbm m&znﬂcb

18 mnaﬂ%&. T pp. 3301
19 The work is dedicated to Cavendish’s brother-in-law Lord Bruce andcanbe nosmn—mn% Bﬂvﬂwﬁm o

Cavendish, both _uoowcmm of the wording of thar m&._nwpcu E& in view. om its later En__.Ec: in m_awam E.wun. g

Givae {see below). e
1 N, Maicolm, De Dominis (zs660—1624) (London, 1984} | Ev ﬁlr -
20 Aubrey, Brief Lives, |, pp: 70, 3313 Hobbes, Correspondince, 11, Letter 168,

22 Chatsworth, MS Iﬁmﬁnrnu_ pp- mom. 633.

S *Ormﬁmion& MS, the published text of Horae subsecivae also included. threé néw
" .. discoursés.. One was a mamnuwmo: of Rom;, o_uSoE_w the *.E: of mozuamm E&
.7 Cavendish's visit &ﬂd in October 1614;. the others were A Discourse cwos the

o an:EEm of Tacitus’ mbm ‘A Discoutse of Lawes'. A recept statistical mn&uaa of ﬂrn

. prose nrmnmnﬂoﬂmmnm of m&& E@.aaenmw:mmﬂa that, while the rest of the wotkwas

L S&na ona BE of mﬁowa ‘wis a traditional exercise wnnmoHBan_ by _EE? not %n_
" tutors23 But in the case of the other two &mooE.wnm_ itis @o%_gn 10 see: resém-.

"} discourseon .Hmn,_ncmu for nnﬁbw_n. 80:% assumes the _Bwo:mbonom. mnonvnou »bm
| |archyc or “civil war: On the other EEm_ the; n_EEu Em&m in the’ ‘Discourse: of Lawes -
.~ conflict with Hobbes's later - position.2¢ m<nm if thése discotirsés were by ¢ Oﬁdnmar.
+".andnot by Eo_uv? %8\ give usan important Eamrﬂ into mrn ﬂEnFuwom the Emu
..~ whowas Eﬁmnnﬁ:m_@ and personally closest to him at m:w time.

. rﬁm&% ﬂrnocmw Omﬁn&mrw activities. Cavendish was néver' a prominent vo_n. u

. no mo&uﬂ _Hmé mocoﬁ&, &omn ma_umﬂnm nrmn Omﬁwbm_mr mﬂmmm& 27 Ob ra ferurn ”‘

. by him and John Hilton.

T

Wncnaom_uwm of nra Leeds, wEomomE& and Eﬁnﬁ. mcﬂaar 23 {Leeds, 1993); p. 1"

‘ . European tour in ‘1610 (on which see Malcoltr, D Dominis, p: 120, n. 280), has BGB._REM identified
 the William Cavendish who was an -MP for Derbyshire in 1614 as'Cavendish’s- cousin, the future mE.H

S e > mGZZ>w< mmoo?pwm,m

u..wa Emcnbnn om. wmnonm ha@%ou ﬁrn %oEum dﬂ._._._._mhﬁ qunﬁn_.ar roéﬁﬁ..
mﬁ&mﬁq moﬁnn?_ In1620an original collection of m%wﬁ was wn_urmr& mbo:ﬁb. .
usly under the title Horze .Em.a&enm Trincluded a version of the Un&éa.n against -
larserie and a group of other essays in the’ Baconian style thar can mnmb_ﬂo_% be "
teributed to Oﬁaumar a fair copy of mﬁmw éssays; in Io_u_unmm hand, survives at ..
rﬁrmﬁmﬁoﬁr 23 Tny m&&ﬁon to the Discourse against Flatterie and the ¢ essays in ﬂ_.pm

not 85@8& by Hobbes, these thre¢ discourses may have béen. 24 Thisisa r&n
mﬁm:m_bm i the case of the gamnmvng of wbEnu since writing such accounts

blances between the argaments of these writings and Iognm s later «_:Eﬁbm The..

self-interést in political affairs, and both discoutses stress the unique evil of an--

about mﬁ B_mzobm_dm. _unﬂqonz Taw and _.n»mon mhm mvocﬁ nwn Emn_unnmnnﬂ starus T -
of common law as moEnnwEm grounded in ‘the H:n_mmannn of the people’ are in 0

- Hobbes’s introduction to political lifeand nouﬁavog morcnm_ QE...__cnm. came :

_Q»P but hewasa BmE_uE.. of _&n Hmﬂ and 1621 wﬁrpn.nmau and Hcbbes SQ:E

L R B

s From nra Ragure om n_.a corrections in &EZm_ ir_nrm._d in mhoﬁron _.Ebm it can be &oEoEESm n_.ﬁn

% Habkes was not the author of these essays, as has sometimes been clairned: Ecvwnm was aﬁ%:% transcribe i o DETEEEE
T ing from 2 rough draft thar he sometites miswad, Although published anonymously, Hora subsecivae. . o
- is.arribiced 16 Cavéndishin an early (¢1657) library catzlogiie at Chatsworth, and the copy of the voow in . )

. that libfary. (pressmark 31 H) is inscribed ‘wrirten by’ Candysh’ (Candish’ was the r7th-cenriry profunci- -. -
- ation of ‘Cavendish’). For other evidence confirming this mﬂn.__..E:oP see U Bush, .Ecvr& Ow«.ann_ﬁr E.ﬁ
: sm.m%&\nms ’ Notes and Queries, n.s.; 201973, pp. 1624. .. *

24 T am grateful ro Noel wa.do_nw for .h_esahm me 13 see n_nn:._m om» monm.noﬂ_um mE& om nrm mﬁ&nano “.

25 See e.5i M. G: Brennan, éd., The HE%“ DRQ ﬁ&b.lat n\ an .m.uh?\w n.a&&.s .wuw Q@QN& @:ﬁa«»

26 Cavendish, Horae subsecivaz, pp. 239,267, mamlﬂ (civil war)i'ssn Qwﬁwnmhnmmoa.. 412 ASBBan.FSV
27 Richard Tuck, misled by the traditionial bur false belief that Flobbes and Cavendish began their -

of Newcastle (Philosophy hak Qaeaﬂﬁnuu ISP2~I671 AOEqummﬁ Hmmuv_ p- .&c ‘Foth, Cavendishes Sn_.o

”&Rn& to this wﬁggn see: Z .:S&o? ed., ?Rn&awﬂa wﬁ?:ﬂan E\Q. gnBoE of: _..ra >Ba=9.= : e ) x
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