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heory, ﬁltered Through the lens Of E
_---?_practlce That i 18, the authors both apply
- theory to make sense of complex issues
of education reform, and develop

~ theoretical understandings of practices

~in education as a way of extrapolating
what our research findings mean (or
- don’t mean) for other apparently similar
----"f-_--contexts and practice goals.

~ The book was developed out of a

;nes of seminars held at universities

ross England in 2009, funded by th
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Smeyers and Smith, 2009) ™ the_"“
the importance of ‘evidence-based
practice’ has been amplified b
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- Williams and Julie Ryan note in the

- Inherent aspects of education, as Julian

final chapter of the book.

A ‘what works’ agenda that fails to
recognise these aspects of research glves _
the false impression that educational
research can be a substltute_,_for.-:..
democraticc, moral debate 'abmfc_
important education decisions th&’r
affect learners at all levels, ages and
disciplines (Hammersley, 2003). These f
unfounded assumptions of objectivity,
together with a tendency to conflate
science and methods that make
‘scientific research’ a code word for




bout teachmg and learmng and what

research is worth doing. Moreover, only

in taking account of external factors,
such as the politics of education (Apple,
1996), through our theories and
methods, will we take notice of the ways
in which educational policies ‘work’ to
produce unintended consequences, an
issue demonstrated by both Sue Webb
and Geoff Wake, or begin to understand
why particular - interventions don’t
‘work’ in accordance with a blueprint, as
Yvonne Barnes, Fiona Cockerham, Una
Hanley and Yvette Solomon argue.

The authors in this book show us that
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