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Is something wrong with that? TNo days after Japan attacked the U.S. Pacific fleet at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii,

. the United States called for a meeting of foreign ministers of the American
The lady in the tutti-frutti ot republics. By the time the meeting took place in Rio de Janeiro from
January 15 to 28, 1942, nine Central American and Caribbean countries (in addi-
tion to the United States) had declared war on the Axis powers (Germany, Japan
and Italy). Of the eleven other hemispheric republics that had not yet become
belligerents, three of them—Colombia, Mexico and Venezuela—had broken
diplomatic relations with the Axis. The U.S. objective at the Rio meeting was to
persuade the foreign ministers to adopt a resolution requiring all the American
republics to sever diplomatic relations with the Axis. The resistance of Argentina
and Chile led to a compromise resolution that merely recommended a break in
relations. A number of other resolutions encouraged inter-American economic
and military collaboration against fascism, foreshadowing similar measures that
would be directed against communism during the Cold War.
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Asaresult of its deliberations the Third Meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of
the American Republics approved the following conclusions:

L. Breaking of Diplomatic Relations

;,1,, American Republics reaffirm their declaration to consider any act of aggres-

e sion on the part of a non-American State against one of them as an act of aggres-
WRIGHT . BARBIER LEONARD T BARON On against all of them, constituting as it does an immediate threat to the liberty

n dindependence of America.
The American Republics reaffirm their complete solidarity and their deter-

fination to cooperate jointly for their mutual protection until the effects of the
Tésent aggression against the Continent have disappeared.
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lics, in accordance with the procedures established by
formity with the position and circumstances obtaining
in each country in the existing continental conflict, recommend the breaking of
their diplomatic relations with Japan, Germany and Italy, since the first-mentioned

State attacked and the other two declared war on an American country.
Finally, the American Republics declare that, prior to the reestablishment

of the relations referred to in the preceding paragraph, they will consult among
themselves in order that their action may havea solidary character....

The American Repub
their own laws and in con

2. Production of Strategic Materials

The...Meeting.. .recommends:

1. That, as a practical expression of continental solidarity, an economic mobi-
lization of the American Republics be effected, with a view to assuring to
the countries of this Hemisphere, and particularly to those at war, an ade-
quate supply of basic and strategic materials in the shortest possible time.

2. That such mobilization include mining, agricultural, industrial and com-
mercial activities related to the supply not only of materials for strictly

military use but also of products essential for civilian needs.
3. That full recognition be given to the imperative character and extreme
urgency of the existing situation when formulating measures necessary to
effect economic mobilization.
4. That the mobilization include measures to stimulate production and other
measures designed to eliminate or minimize administrative formalities
and the regulations and restrictions which impede the production and free
flow of basic and strategic materials. ...

3. Maintenance of the Internal Economy of the American Countries

The... Meeting. .. resolves:
1. To recommend to the nati
machinery and articles essential for the maintenanc
mies of the consuming countries that they do everything poss
articles and products in quantities sufficient to preventa scarcity thereo
2. To recommend that all the nations of this continent have access, with
greatest possible degree of equality, to inter-American cOMmEIce &

to the raw materials which they require

development of their respective economies, pr

shall give preferential treatment to the nations

materials essential to their defense....
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4. Mobilization of Transportation Facilities

The... Meeting. .. resolves:
1. To recommend to the Governments of the

(a) That they adopt immediately, in so far as possible,
to expand and improve all the communications sys

American Republics: ,
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19. Coordination of the Systems of Investigation
The...Meeting... resolves:

That the Governments of the
intelligence and investigation services, providing ade
American interchange of information, investigations an
nd elimination of such activities as

tion, repression, punishmenta
and subversive incitement which endanger the safety of the American Nations....

American Republics shall coordinate their national

quate personnel for the inter-
d suggestions for the preven-
espionage, sabotage
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The Bracero Program

The Governments of Mexico and the United States

hortage of unskilled labor during World War I prompted the United
h Mexico under which Mexican

s
AStates to negotiate an agreement wit

workers and their families would be admitted to work temporarily in
the United States, oads. The purpose was to free US.

mainly on farms and railr
workers for military service. Thefirst of a series of “bracero” (laborer) agreements
was signed on July 23, 1942, an

d led to the employment of tens of thousands
of Mexicans. Discriminatory treatment and acts of violence against Mexicans
increased during the war, however, leading the Mexican governmentto prohibit
braceros from working in Texas from 1

943 to 1947. After the war, the program
was extended and its original provisions amended unde

r a variety of official
arrangments until it was finally terminated in 1964

ent whereby Mexican agric

In order to effect 2 satisfactory arrangem
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may be made available for use in the United States and at the same
means whereby this labor will be adequately protec
provisions are suggested:

following general

1) It is understood that Mexicans contracting to work in the United Stal

shall not be engaged in any military service.
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2) Mexicans enteri
ng the United States a i
e s a result of this understandi
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‘Transportation
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Wages and Employment
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