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Ultimately it is the existing structure of the economy and society that has 1o be
changed if the exploitation of women in the labor force is to be eliminated.
Capitalist market forces and employment based on imperialist exploitation cannot
liberate women from patriarchal exploitation that is the very condition for their
entry into wage labor in multinational factories producing for the world market. In
the long tun, capitalism and imperiatism only perpetuate and may even reinforce
patriarchal relations of production, which in turn reinforce capitalist and imperial-
ist relations of production. Although the fiberation of womex workers as women
and as workers can only come about through some combined struggle against cap-
italist, imperiatist, and patriarchal exploitation, the specific strategies to be under-
taken depend on the particular historical, social, economic, and political cizcum-
stances of each national unit in the context of an international capitalism.

Nofes

1, For a few examples of relevant case studies, see Snow 1977, Lim 1978b, Paglaban 1978,
Grossman 1979, Ternandez Kelly 1980, United Mations Industrial Development Organization
{UNIDO) 1930,

, See, for exampte, Leontiades 1971, Adam 1975, Moxen 1974, UNIDO 1979, Frabel, Heinrichs,

and Kreye 1980,

Indigenous firms have to compete with multinationals in the labor market; multinationals are

the leaders in setting wages and working conditions. In Singapors, the improvement of wages

and sworking conditions in the fernale labor market are ihustrated by the following facts: Starting
wages have more then doubled in five years (zhead of inftation); fringe benefits have improved

{for example, the extension of pald holiday time to twe weeks in the year); part-time shifts have

heen institated to suit housewives; the desired age of workers has risen from sixteen 1o twenty-

three years to up to fifty years; there has been a dramatic reduction in zotating shifts and aicro-
scope work in electronics factories; and a five-day wesk is typical. Singapore workers havé
become a “labor aristocracy” in the Southeast Asian region.
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MOBILIZATION WITHOUT EMANCIPATION?
WOMEN'S INTERESTS, THE STATE,

AND REVOLUTION IN NICARAGUA

Maxine Molyneux

The fall of the Nicaraguan dictator, Anastasio Someza, in July 1979 could not have
been achieved without the mass urban insurrections which brought the capital,
Managua, and other key cities under the increasing control of the revolutionary
forces. This was the culmination of 2 process of growing popular opposition char-
acterized by the incorporation of a wide cross-section of the population tnto polit-
ical activity.

Large rumbers of women from all social classes joined the youth and the
unwaged poor men who entered the reatm of politics in the 19705, many for the
first time, Women’s participation in the Nicaraguan revolution was probably
greater than in any other zecent revolution with the exception of Vietnam. Women
made up approximately 30 percent of the FSLIN's combat forces, and at its peak in
1979, the women’s organization of the FSLN, the Association of Women
Confronting the National Problem, or AMPRONAC, had over 8,000 mernbers.’
Many more women who were not involved in organized politics provided vital
ingistical and backup support to the revolutionary forces, and still others gave their
suppott silently by refusing to denounce their revolutionary neighbors, or by hid-
ing a fleeing combatant.’

The extent of women’s participation in the struggle against Somoza has been
regarded by many authors as an obvious enough response to the widespread
repression and brutality of the regime on the one hand, and the appeal of the
FSLN's vision and strategy on the other’ The specific ways in which women
became political subjects has not been subjected to rigorous analysis, partly
because it seems obvious and partly because women's extensive revolutionary
activism is seen as the effect of the universalizing character of the opposition to
Somoza. In the words of one author, this process dissolved the specificity of peliti-
cal subjects in the generalized struggle against the dictatorship.! Put simply, all
were united against the dictatorship, and differences of class, age, and gender were
transcended. It was this unity that accounted for the strength and ultimate success
of the opposition movement.

However, much depends upon what is implied by subjects “losing their speci-
ficity” and goals being universalized. For the universalization of the goals of revotu-
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tionary subjects does not necessarily entail a loss of their specific identities, and itis
certainty doubtfirl whether this ¢an be said to have happened in the case of women.
As far as women were concerned it would be difficult to argue that a loss of their
gender identities occurred, except perhaps to a limited extent among the front line
gueerrilleros where a degree of masculinization and a blurring of gender distinctions
taok place’ Rather, representations of women acquired new connotations, ones
that poliiicized the social roles with which women are conventionally associated,
but did not dissolve them,

The participation of women in political activity was certainly part of the wider
process of popuiar mobilization, but it was entered into from a distinctive social
position to men, one cruciaily shaped by the sexual division of labor. Moreover, for
different classes and groups of women, the meaning of political participation also
differed, whether in the case of students, young middle-class women, or the
wonen in the barrios® For many poor women, entry into political life began with
the earthquake of 1972, when in the aftermath, the neighborhood committees were
organized to case for the victims, feed the dispossessed, and tend the wounded. The
anger that followed Somoza's misappropriation of the relief funds intensified as
the brutal methods used to contain opposition escalated. Many of these women
experienced their transition from relief workers to participants in the struggle asa
natural extension, albeit in combative form, of their protective role in the family as
providers and crucially as mothers. This transition to “combative motherhood”
was assisted by the propaganda efforts of the radical clergy, the Sandinistas, and by
AMPRONAC, which linked these traditional identities to more general strategic
objectives, and celebrated women's role in the creation of a more just and human-
itarian social order. The revolutionary appropriation of the symbol of motherhood
has since been institutionalized in the FSLN’s canonization of the “Mothers of
Heroes and Martyrs,” a support group which remains an active part of the
Sandinistas’ political base.”

However, if the revolution did not demand the dissolution of women’s idesti-
ties, it did require the subordination of their specific interests to the broader goals of
overthrowing Somoza and establishing a new social order. This rajses an important
question which lies at the heart of debates about the relationship between socialist
revolution and women’s emancipation. For if women surrender their specific
interests in the universal struggle for a different society, at what point are these
interesss rehabilitated, legitimated, and responded to by the revolutionary forces or
by the nesw socialist state? Some ferninist writing implies that they are never ade-
quately reestablished and*that this is why socialism® has failed to fulfilt its promise
to emancipate womer:. Such critics point out that not only does gender inequality
still persist in these states, but also in some ways women could be considered to be
warse off than they were before the revolution, Far from having been “emanci-
pated” as the official rhetoric sometimes claims, women’s work load has been
increased and there has been no substantial recefinition of the relations between
the sexes. To the traditional roles of housewife and mother have been added those
of full-time wage worker and pelitical activist, while the provision of childcare
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agencies remains inadequate. As one ngiet woman recently summed it up, “If this
is emancipation, then I'm against it

The negative image of socialist states in this regard is reinforced by their failure
to establish anything near sexual parity in the organs of political pawer, and by the
absence of real popular democracy. The conventional explanations of these short-
comings—at least in the poorer states—in terms of resource scarcity, international
pressure, underdevelopment, or the “weight of tradition,” are greeted with increas-
ing skepticism. A feminist writer recently expressed 2n emerging consensus when
she wrote: “if a country can eliminate the tsetse fly, it can get an equal number of
men and women on its palitburo.” .

This article focuses on the Nicaraguan revolution and its progress since the
seizute of state power by the Sandinistas in July 1979, in order to consider the
proposition that women's interests are not served by socialist revolutions. ...

Women’s Interests

The concept of women’s interests is central to feminist evaluations of socialist soci-
eties and indeed social policies in general. Most feminist critiques of socialist
regimes rest on an implicit or explicit assumption that there is a given entity,
woumnen's interests, that is ignored or overridden by policymakers. However, the
question of these interests is far more complex than is frequently assumed. As the
problems of deploying any theory of interest in the analysis of postrevolutionary
situations are considerable, the following discussion must be considered an
attempt to open up debate rather than to atiain closure.....

Although it is true that at a ceriain level of abstraction women can be said to
have some interests in common, there is no consensus over what these interests are
ot how they are to be formulated, This is in part because there is no theoretically
adequate and universally applicable causal explanation of women's subordination
from which a general account of women's interests can be derived. Wornen's oppres-
sion is recognized as being multicausal in origin and mediated through a variety of
different structures, mechanisms, and levels which may vary considerably across
space and time. Thwwmite of
feminist struggle and over shether it is more imporf: ocus attempts at change
on objective or subjective elements, “men” or “structures”; lass, institutions, or
interpersonal power relations—or all of them simultaneously. Because a general
conception of interests (one which has political validity) must be derived from a
theory of how the subordination of a determinate social category is secured, it is dif-
ficult to see how it would overcome the two most salient and intractable featares of
women's oppression-—its multicausal nature, and the extreme variability of its
forms of existence across class and nation. These factors vitiate atternpts to speak
without qualification of a unitary category “women” with a set of already constituted
interests common to it. A theory of interests that has an application to the debate
about women's capacity to struggle for and benefit from social change must begin
by recognizing difference rather than by assuming homogeneity.
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It is clear from the extensive feminist literature on women’s oppression that a
number of different conceptions prevail of what women's interests are, and that
these in turn rest implicidy or explicitly, upon different theories of the causes of
gender inequality. For the purpose of clarifying the issues discussed here, three
conceptions of women’s interests, which are frequently conflated, will be delin-
eated. These ase women’s interests, strategic gender interests, and practical gender
interests.

Womer’s interests. Although present in much political and theoretical dis-
course, the concept of women's intezests is, for the reasons given earlier, a highly
contentious one. Because women are positioned within their societies through a
variety of different means—among them, class, ethnicity, and gender—the inter-
ests they have as a group are similarly shaped in complex and sometimes conflici-
ing ways. It is therefore difficelt, if not impossible, to generalize about the interests
of women. Instead, we need to specify how the various categories of women might
be affected differently, and act differeatly on account of the particularities of their
social positioning and their chosen identities. However, this is not to deny that
women may have certain general integests in common. These can be called gender
interests to differentiate them from the faise homogeneity imposed by the notion
of womex's interests.

Strategic gender interests, Gender interests are those that women {or men, for
that matter) may develop by virtue of their social positioning through gender
attributes. Gender interests can be either strategic or practical, each being derived
in a different way and each involving differing implications for women's subjectiv-
ity. Strategic interests are derived in the first instance deductively, that is, from the
analysis of women’s subordination and from the formulation of an alternative,
more satisfactory set of arrangements to those which exist. These ethical and theo-
retical criteria assist in the formulation of strategic objectives to overcome
women's subordination, such as the abolition of the sexual division of labor, the
alleviation of the burden of domestic labor and childcare, the removal of instite-
tionalized forms of discrimination, the attainment of political equality, the estab-
lishment of freedom of choice over childbearing, and the adoption of adequate
measures against male violence and control over women. These constitute what
might be called strategic gender interests, and they are the ones most frequently
considered by feminists to be women'’s “real” interests, The demands that are for-
muulated on this basis are usually termed “feminist” as is the level of consciousness
required to struggle effectively for them."

Practical gender iuterests. Practical gender interests are given inductively and
arise from the concrete conditions of woren’s positioning within the gender divi-
sion of labor, In contrast ta strategic gender interests, these are formutated by the
women who are themselves within these positions rather than through external
interventions. Practical interests are usually a response o an immediate perceived
need, and they do not generally entail a strategic goal such as women's emancipa-
tion or gender equality. Analyses of female coltective action frequently deploy this
conception of interests to explain the dynamic and goals of women's participation

.. Muobilization without Emancipation? 235

in sacial action. For example, it has been azgued that by virtue of their place within
the sexual division of laber as those primarily responsible for their household’s
daily welfare, women have 2 special interest in domestic provision and public wel-
fare.” When governments fail to provide these basic needs, women withdraw their
support; when the livelihood of their families—especiaily their children—is threat-
ened, it is women who form the phalanxes of bread rioters, demonstrators, and
petitioners. Tt is clear, however, from this example that gender and class are closely
irtertwined; it is, for obvious reasons, usually poor women who are so readily mobi-
lized by economic necessity. Practical interests, therefore, cannot be assumed to be
innocent of class effects. Moreover, these practical interests do not in themselves
challenge the prevailing forms of gender subordination, even though they arise
directly out of them. An understanding of this is vital in understanding the capacity
or failure of states or organizations to win the loyalty and support of women.

The pertinence of these ways of conceptualizing interests for an understanding
of women’s consciousness is a complex mattes, but three initial points can be

smade. First, the relationship between what we have called strategic gender interests /

and women'’s recognition of them and desire to realize them cannot be assumed.

Even the lowest common denominator of interests which might seem uncon-
tentious and of universat applicability {(such as complete eqaality with men, con-
trol over reproduction, and greater personal autonomy and independence from
men) are not readily accepted by all women. This is not just because of “false con-
sciousness” as is frequently supposed—although this canbea factor—but because
such changes realized in a piecemeal fashion could theeaten the short-term practi-
cal interests of some women, or entail a cost in the loss of forms of protection
which are not then compensated for in some way. Thus the formulation of strate-
gic interests can only be effective as a form of intervention when full account is
taken of these practical interests, Indeed, it is the politicization of these practical
interests and their transformation into strategic interests that women can identify
with and support which constitutes a centzal aspect of feminist political practice.

Second, the way in which interests are formulated—whether by women ot
political organizations—will vary considerably across space and time and may be
shaped in different ways by prevailing political and discursive influences. This is
important to bear in mind when considering the problem of internationalism and
the limits and possibilities of cross-cultural solidarity. Finally, because women’s
interests are significantly broader than gender interests, and are shaped to a con-
siderable degree by class factors, wornen's unity and cohesion on gender issues can-
not be assurmed, Although they can form the basis of unity around a comnimon pro-
gram, such unity has to be constructed—it is never given. Moreover, even when
unity exists it is ahways conditional, and the historical record suggests that it tends
to collapse under the pressuse of acute class conflict. Tt is also threatened by differ-
ences of race, ethnicity, and nationality. It is therefore difficult to argue, as some
feminists have done, that gender issues are primary for womer, at alt times."

This general problem of the conditionality of womex's unity and the fact that
gender issues are not necessarily primary is nowhere more clearly iffusirated than by

—_
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the example of revolutionary upheaval. In such situations, gender issues are fre-
quently displaced by dass conflict, principally because although women may suffer
discrimination on the basis of gender and may be aware that they do, they nonethe-
tess suffer differentially according to their social class, These differences crucially
affect attitudes toward revolutionary change, espectally if this is in the direction of
socialism. This does niot mean that, because gender interests are an insufficient basis
for unity among women in she context of class polarization, they disappear. Rather,
they become more specifically attached to and defined by social class.

An awareness of the complex issues involved serves to guard against any simple
treatment of the question of whether a state is or is not acting in the interests of
women, that is, whether all or any of these interests are represented within the
state. Before any analysis can be attempted it is necessary to specify in what sense
the term “interest” is heing deployed. A state may gain the support of women by
satisfying either thei immediate practical demands or certain class interests, 0T
both, It may do this without advancing their strategic objective interests at alt.
However, the dlaims of such 4 state to be supporting women's emancipation could
not be substantiated merely on the evidence that it maintained women’s support
on the basis of representing some of their moze practical o class interests....

The Nicaragnan Revolution

.. The Nicaraguan revolution also gave hope to those who supported women's Iib-

eration, for here too, the Sandinistas were full of promise. The revolation occurred

in the period after the upsurge of the “new feminism” of the late sixties, at a time

when Latin American women were maobilizing around feminist demands in coun-
tries like Mexico, Peru, and Brazil. The Sandinistas” awareness of the limitations of
orthodox Marxism encouraged some to believe that a space would be allowed for
the development of new social mavements such as ferninism, Some members of
the leadership seemed aware of the importance of Women's liberation and of the
need for it in Nicaragua. The early issues of Somos AMNLAE, one of two newspa-
pers of the women’s organization, contained articles about feminist issues and
addressed some of the ongoing debates within Western ferninismn, Unlike many of
its counterparts elsewhere, the TSLN, the revolutionary party, did not denounce
feminism as a “counterrevalutionary diversion,” and some women officials had
even gone on recoxd expressing enthusiasm for its ideals.

In practical terms (oo, there was promise, The FSLN had shown itself capable
of mobilizing many thousands of wornen in support of its struggle. It had done
this partly through 'AMPRONAC, the wornen's organization that combined a com-
(mitment to overthrow the Somoza regime with that of struggling for women's
equality, At its peak in 1979, two years after it was founded, AMPRONAC had
attracted over 8,000 members, Feminist observers noted the high level of participa-
tion of women in the ranks of the combat forces, epitomized in Dora Maria Tellezs
role as Commander Two in the seizure of the Presidential Patace by the guerillas n
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1978, and they debated how the Sandinista commitment to women's equali
would be realized if they triumphed.... e

A detailed analysis of the impact of Sandinista social policies is beyond the
scope of this paper.™ Instead, T will briefly sunmarize some of the relevant conclu-
sions by considering the effects of the reforms in terms of the three categories of
interest referred to earlier.

Tf we disaggregate women’s interests and consider how different categories of
womez fared since 1979, it is clear that'the majority of women in Nicaragua were
positively affected by the government’s redistribution policies/ This is so even
.thoug.h fundamental structures of gender inequality wezre not dismantled. In keep-
ing with the socialist character of the government, policies were targeted in favor of
the pootest sections of the population and focused on basic needs provision in the
areas of health, housing, education, and food subsidies. Tn the short span: of onl
five years, the Sandinistas reduced the ilfiteracy rate from over 50 percent fo 13 E;f
cent; doubled the number of educational establishments, increased schaal enfo]_l-
ment, eradicated a number of mortal diseases, provided the population with basic
Peal.thcare services, and achieved more in their housing program than Somoza had
in his entire period of rule.” In addition, the land reform canceled peasants’ debts
and gave thousands of rural workers their own parcels of land or secured them sta-
ble jobs on the state farms and cooperatives.”. .

In terms of practical gender interests, these redistributive policies have also had

gender as well as class effects, By virtue of their place within the sexual division of
labor, women are dispropartionately responsible for childcare and family health
and they are particularly concerned with housing and food provision. The poli :
measures directed at alleviating the situation in these areas has, not surprisinglc;’[
ehqted a positive response from the women affected by them as borne out b ﬂu;
available research into the popularity of the government, Many of the campzi ns
mounted by AMNLAE have been directed at resolving some of the practical prﬁb—
icn‘{s wamen-face, as is exemplified by its mother and child healthcare program, or
by its campaign aimed at encouraging women to conserve domestic resource.; o
mmake the family income stretch further and thus avoid pressure building up over
wage demands or shortages.” A feature of this kind of campaign is its recognition
of women’s practical interests, but in accepting the division of labor and women’s
suborc'!ination within it, it may entail a denial of their strategic interests.

) Wlﬂl respect to strategic interests, the acid test of whether women’s emancipa-
tion is on the political agenda or not, ﬂw@%@m
ftgtllﬁggli}.ega] reform, especiatly in the area of the familf, has confronied the
issue nf)f Telations between the sexes and of male privilege, by attempting to end a
situation in which most men are able to evade responsibility for the welfare of their
famnilies, and become labie for a contribution paid in cash, in kind, or in the form
of services. This alse enabled the issue of domestic labor to be politicized in the

?iscitllssions of the need to share this work equally among all members of the
amily. ...
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Yet these qualifications are important nonetheless, and have a significance
which goes beyond the Sandinista revolution to the wider question of the relation-
ship between socialism and feminism. Three of these issues can be listed here
in summary form, The first is that what we have called strategic gender
interests —although recognized in the official theory and program of women's
emangipation— rermains Tather narrowly defined, based as they are on the privileg-
ing of economic criteria. Feminist theories of sexual oppression, or the critique of
the family or of male power have had litle impact on official thinking, and indeed
are sometimes suppressed as being too radical and 1oo threatening to popular soli-

“dagity.” There is a need for preater discussion and debate around these questions
both among the people and within the organs of political power, so that the issue
of women's emancipation remains alive and open, and does not become entombed
within official doctrine.

The second issue concerns the relationship established by planners between the
goal of wornew’s emancipation and other goals, such as economic development, which
have priority. It is ot the linkage itself that constitutes the problem—principles like
social equality and women's emancipation can only be realized within determinate
conditions of existence. So linking the program for women’s emancipation to these
wider goals need not necessarily be a cause for concern because these wider goals
may censtitute the pre:/onditions for realizing the principles, The question is rather,
the nature of the linkXAre gender interests articulated into a wider strategy of eco-
nomic development (for example) or are they irretrievably subordinated to iria the
first case we would expect gender interests to be zecognized as being specific and
irreducible, and requiring something more for their realization than is generally
provided for in the pursuit of the wider goals. Thus, when it is not possible to pur-
sue a full program for women's emancipation this can be explained and debated.
The goal can be left on the agenda, and every effort made to pursue it within the
existing constraints. In the latter case, the specificity of gender interests is likely to be
denied or its overall importance minimized, The issues are trivialized or buried; the
program for women’s ernancipation remains one conceived in terms of how func-
tional it is for achieving the wider goals of the state. ...

And this raises the third genezal issue, which is that of political guarantees. For
if gender interests are to be realized only within the context of wider considera-
tions, it is essential that the palitical institutions charged with representing these
interests have the means to prevent their being submerged altogether, and action
on them being indefinitely postponed, Women's organizations, the official repre-
sentatives of women's interests, should not conform to Lenin’s conception of mass
organizations as mere “transmission belts of the party” Rather, they must enjoy a
certain independence and exercise power and influence over party policy, atbeit
within certain necessary constraints, In ather words, the issue of gender interests
and their means of representation cannot be resolved in the absence of a discussion
of Socialist demacracy and the forms of state appropriate to the transition to
socialismy; it is a question therefore not just of what interests are represented in the
state, but ultimately and critically of how they are represented.
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Somoza's excesses and promote gender equality, Its general secretary was Lea Guide, now minis-
ter of health, See AMNLAE, Documentos de al Asamblea de AMNLAE, Managua, 1981, for an
account of AMPRONAC’s history and its list of aims; and Margaret Randall, Sandino’s
Daughters (Londen; Zed Press, 1982).

For firsthand accounts of these activities see Randadl; Jane Deighton, Rossana Horsley, Sarah

Stewart, end Cathy Cain, Sweer Ramparis (London: War on Want/Nicaragua Solidarity

Campaiga, 1983); and Susan Ramirez-Horten, “The Role of Women in the Nicaraguan

Revelution,” in Nicaragua in Revolurion, ed. Thomas Walker (New York: Praeger, 1982),

The women writers have been more interested in this question. See especially Elisabeth Maier,

Nicaragua, La Mujer ex: la Revelution (Mexico: Ediciones de Cultura Popular, 1980},

José Luis Corraggio, “Posibilidades y limites de Ia politica en los procesos de transicion: el caso

deNicaragua™ {Paper presented at the Amsterdam Latin American Centre [CEDLA Conference

on Nicaraguz, 1583). The paper will be published in a forthcoming collection edited by David

Slater, CEDLA.

Margaret Randall, Inside fire Nicaragian Revolution (Vancouver; New Star Books, 1978); and

Sanding’s Daughters.

This is usually translated as “poor neighborhoads.”

This erganization is involved in various aati-imperialist and propeace campaigns and gives sup-

port to the bereaved and those anxious about daughters or sons in the battle zones.

The term “seciatist™ is used fiere for the sake of brevity. In relation to mast of these states, semne

qualification is required along the lines suggested by Rudolf Babre ("actually existing social-

isma”™), for the reasons he advenced in his The Alfernative in Eastern Eurape (London: NLB, 1979),

Others have not reached the leve! of economic socialization that gualéfies them for inclusion in

this category.

See, for example, the astitudes of women to this ir: Carola Hansson and Karin Liden’s baok of

interviews, Moscon Warien {New York: Pantheon, 1983)

19. Quoted in Catherine MacKinnor, “Feminism, Marxism, Method, and the State: An Apenda for
Theory" Signs (Spring 1982). For critical discussions, from differing perspectives, of the record
of socialist states, see Maria Markus, “Women and Work: Emancipatior at a Dead End;” in The
Humanisarion of Socialis, ed. A. Hegedus et 2l (London: Alison & Busby, 1976); and Judith
Stacey; Patriarchy and Socinlist Revolution in China (Berkeley: University of California Press,
1983).

. It is precisely around these issues, which also have an ethical significance, that the theoretical
and political debate must focus, The list of strategic gender interest noted here is not exhaustive,
but is merely exemplary.

12, See, for example, Termma Kaplan, “Female Consciousness and Collective Action: The Case of
Barcelona, 1910-1918,” Signs 7 {Spring 1982}: 546-66; and Olwen Hufton, “Women in Revolution,
17891796 Past and Present, no, 53 (1971): 90108,

13. This is the position of some radical feminist geoups in Burope.

14. For a fuller account of Sandinista social policies see Thomas YWatker, ad., Nicaragua Five Years On
{New York: Praeger, 1985); and for their policies on wormer, see my article “Women,” chap, 6 in
the same volume.

15. See Walker.

16. For adiscussion of the agrarian reform and its effects on women, see Carmen Diana Deere, “Co-
operative Development and Womer's Participation in Nicaragua's Agrarian Reform,” American
Journal of Agrarian Economics {December 1983).

17. MNEAE argued that the implications of women conserving resources under a sorialist govern-
ment were radically different from those under capitalism because in the first case the benefici-
aries were the people, and in the second, private interests,

18. This argament was put forward to quash the new Family Law ir: the council of state. See reports
in the national press during November 1982,
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