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Lecturer 



• http://www.ucd.ie/humanities/people/resear
chassociates/drclarissadesouzaoliviera/#d.en.
387173 



Outline 

• Introduction IELTS Exams 

– Reading 

– Writing 

– Listening 

– Speaking 

• Course communication: Moodle 

• Bucket List: Introducing one another 

– First class topic : Reading (handout) 



Reading 

• The IELts reading test lasts for sixty minutes and 
assessses how well you can understand the type 
of texts you find in the course of your studies. 

• Question types: 
• Fill in the gaps, i.e. in a passsage of written text or in a 

table. 

• Match headings to written text or to diagrams or charts 

• Complete sentences 

• Give short answers to open questions 

• Answer multiple-choice questions 



Tip 

• In ELTS you are not reading for pleasure. You 
must identify what the question requires. 

 



Writing 

• The writing test lasts sixty minutes and you 
have two tasks to do in that time. 

 

• In the first task you have to write a 
description of information usually given in a 
diagram (an object, a set of data or a 
procedure). You have 20 min and you have to 
write a minimum of 150 words. 

 



Writing 

• For the second task you will be asked to write 
a clear argument, discussion or report on a 
given topic. You have forty minutes and have 
to write a minimum of 250 words.  

 

Most academic write is in the form of report or 
essay. 



Listening 

• In IELTS the listening comprehension is designed 
to assess your ability to understand spoken 
English and is the same for all candidates.  

Questions: 

• 40 questions divided into four sections. 

• Section 1 is always in the form of a dialogue 
between two or more speakers, while section 2 is 
a talk or some information given by one person at 
a time. 



• Section 3 is a dialogue or discussion, while 
section 4 is a single voice giving a talk or 
lecture. 

 

• You will hear monologues and dialogues. You 
will hear male and female voices. In some of 
the talks you will hear a variety of accents. You 
will hear the passages once only,  as in most 
situations in real life. 

 



Speaking 

• The speaking test is an interview which 
assesses how well you can communicate in 
spoken English. It is a test of general speaking 
skills and is broadly the same for all 
candidates. The interview lasts for eleven to 
fourteen minutes and is in three main 
sections: 

 



Speaking 

• The first part is on familiar topics such as your 
work or study experience, your family or 
home culture and your interests or hobbies. 

• The second part you are asked to talk on a 
particular topic for one to two minutes. You 
are given a card which states you should talk 
about and you are given one minute to 
prepare. 



Speaking 

• The final part is an extension of the part 2 
topic to a more abstract discussion of related 
issues. 



Where to apply for an IELTS test? 

• https://my.ieltsessentials.com/IELTS 

 

 

https://my.ieltsessentials.com/IELTS


Course communication 

• Moodle plataform: What we I find uploaded 
to moodle? 

 

• Course content 

• Extra papers (exams) 

• Homeworks 

• Extra course material 

 

 



Bucket List: Introducing one another 

• Tell us your name, your course 

 

& 3 things from your bucket List 



Handout: Reading 

• Book: How to prepare for IELTS, British Council 
2008. 

 

• P. 9-17 



Let’s Listen 

• Big City Small world 

 

Episode 4: We have a mission 

 

 

http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/big-
city-small-world/series-1-episode-4-we-have-
mission 



End of Class 

• Thank you! 

 

• clarissaucd@hotmail.com 


