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1. DEFINITIONS

A. Frequently used verb forms for definitions

Present simple (active and passive)

	            X


	is…..
means ….

describes…

is defined as…

is used…



Example: 

A dialect is a variety of language. It is spoken in one part of a country.

A mineral is a structurally homogeneous solid of definite chemical composition. It is formed by the inorganic processes of nature.

Criminology is the study of crime or illegal acts.

Psychiatry is the study and treatment of mental illness.

B. Relative clauses

Relative clauses are often used to qualify or give extra information:

An X is someone who sells Y.

Y is something which is produced by Z.

Plastics are compounds which are made with long chains of carbon atoms.

C. Useful verbs:

	       X


	is concerned with

deals with

relates to

involves 

	    Y


Description and definition – what’s the difference?

Statements for discussion

1. Definition is used to explain a concept or an idea.

2. The author [of a definition] is like a teacher to the reader, while the writer of a description just works as the eyes for the reader.

3. A description doesn’t need to be only about an object; a feeling or an image could also be described.

4. What is described is usually particular and cannot be used to make reference to a universal concept.

5. If we think of a definition of something unknown (a recently discovered wild animal, for instance), then it becomes clear to us that it is almost impossible to define something without describing it.

6. A description, on the other hand, is more descriptive.

7. To describe something is to give characteristics of a specific thing, characteristics which make it unique in the world.

8. To make a definition is to give concepts that can construct a general idea about what something is.

9. It is possible to describe something without defining it, but not the other way around.

10. The topic for a description can be broad, and involve more than one concept; the topic for a definition must be narrow and involve a single concept.

11. A description is written when the thing, object or happening is already known; a definition is written when the thing, person, object or event is unknown.

12. Objects, places, situations, procedures, the way people do something are topics for description because we can give specific information about them.

13. Everything we can see, taste, smell or take are objects of description.

14. We can define abstract terms, names, expressions, a specific kind of people.

15. When you describe something you are not defining it; but you can try to define something by describing it.

16. Definition is more abstract than defining [sic].

17. It is difficult to think that you can write a definition of any subject and be glad with your accomplishment: something is always missing.

18. Usually we use description when it comes to concrete objects, such as a simple chair or a city. A definition usually involves abstract terms, like feelings or ideas.

19. [A description] will be performed in a more objective way, since forms and colors don’t leave room for discussion.

20. A definition can depend on the person’s beliefs, culture and point of view. That is why a definition is not objective.

21. When you describe something, you give the characteristics of a term or object. When you define something, you say what [something] really is.

22. Description is a detailed way to demonstrate your opinion, or point of view about something. [In a definition] the opinions are usually shared because the writer uses things of the common sense to define it.

23. To say things in general is definition and to say them in particular is description.

24. A description can be defined as OBJECTIVE, if the author presents the information as facts or SUBJECTIVE if he just expresses his opinion.

25. Descriptions usually are more specific; in definitions, the concepts are more general.

26. We cannot define a chair without saying it is made of wood, metal, etc.
Definition suggested topics
	1. “caipirinha”

2. “patricinha”

3. “saudade”

4. alcoholism

5. arthritis

6. backbone

7. bar

8. betrayal

9. biological physics

10. boredom

11. boss

12. champion athlete

13. character

14. charisma

15. charm

16. chic

17. chutzpah

18. class (as in “classy”)

19. clone

20. cockroach

21. coffee

22. communication

23. dedicated person

24. dessert

25. diabetes


	26. dog

27. dying town

28. epilepsy

29. flags

30. funny movie

31. good hamburger

32. happiness

33. hate

34. healthy lifestyle

35. high-stress job

36. holiday

37. husband of the 21st Century

38. ideal student

39. integrity

40. lack of inspiration

41. liberated woman

42. low blood sugar

43. LPs

44. lunchtime

45. money

46. moors

47. ocean

48. perfect boy(girl)friend


	49. perfect day

50. pet

51. pizzas

52. presidents

53. problem

54. racist

55. rain

56. raindrops

57. Salvador Dali

58. scuba diving

59. skiing

60. stamps

61. style

62. successful politician

63. sunset

64. surrealism

65. teacher

66. teenagers

67. thriller movie

68. toilet

69. traffic in São Paulo at 6 o’clock

70. web designer

71. World Cup

72. writing mistakes




2. COMPARISON AND CONTRAST as an organizing principle
1. Two kinds of comparison and contrast:

a. Strict comparison

· Compare things that share significant similarity

· Provides parallel information about both things

· May show significant differences

· May offer an evaluation or recommendation

b. Fanciful comparison

· Compares imaginative relations between dissimilar things for some particular purpose

· May present a complex idea by comparing it to something simpler and more commonly known

· May add a dimension of familiarity to something unfamiliar

· Shows hidden resemblances between two superficially unlike things

2. Situations of audience knowledge

a. Both items of comparison are known

b. Neither is known

c. One is known and the other is unknown

3. Two basic methods of comparison

a. Subject-by-subject (“divided pattern”)

b. Point-by-point (“alternating pattern”)

c. Combined strategies: begin by describing first item; after second item is introduced, switch to point-by-point

4. Principles of development

a. Balance the parts

· discuss comparable aspects of each item

· arrange aspects into logical or perceptual pattern (less to more complex; temporal; spatial; less to more important; more concrete to more abstract)
b. Include reminders to reader of which parts are being compared

c. Provide rationale for comparison

Comparison-Contrast Exercise
1. What are the similarities between ______ and _______?

2. What are the differences between _______ and _______?

3. What is the significance of these similarities/differences? Which is most significant? Why?

4. How can ___, ______ and ______ be ranked (in terms of quality, effectiveness, and significance)? 

5. What is ______ similar to? In what ways? How do these similarities help one to understand ______ ?

6. What is __________ different from? In what ways?

In your group, discuss the pros and cons of each of the proposed comparison-contrast topics.  Rank them in order of “most viable” to “least viable” (that is, how easy it would be to write an interesting essay on the topic).  What are the topics that could/should be discussed in each one, and what method of organization would be most appropriate?  Can you envision a purpose and an audience for the essay?   What suggestions do you have for the authors?

1.  House or apartment living.

Proposed topics: size, comfort, amenities, neighborhood, security, maintenance, costs.

2. Comparison-contrast of my two dogs.
Proposed topics: physical attributes, temperament, intelligence, relationship with owners/strangers. 

3. The moon before and after 1969.
4. Shy woman vs. bold girl.

5. A choral group and a newspaper.

6. Brazil vs. Argentina. 

7. The growing of a family vs. the growing of a tree.
Proposed topics: physical description of a tree; how the family and tree are planted; the soil; nourishment; fruit provided; natural enemies; strength and resistance. 

8. Oedipus vs. Snow White.
9. Being a freshman vs. being a veteran student.

10. Sunset vs. sunrise.
11. People who can study vs. people who cannot.
Proposed topics: happiness; life choices; human equality; innate differences; life styles.

12. A tree seen in the park vs. the same tree seen in a photograph.
13. Aracaju vs. São Paulo.
14. Children vs. adults.
15. Life before and after a motorcycle accident.

16. Going to bed drowsy vs. going to bed sleepless. 

17. Relationships in the past vs. relationships nowadays.
Proposed topics: family involvement; employment opportunities; pre-marital acquaintance; spousal roles; sex and virginity; duration of marriage.
18. My opinion of a movie vs. my friend’s opinion of the same movie.

Sample COMPARISON AND CONTRAST students’ texts
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Sunflowers or Red Roses – Gifts for an old Lady

An old lady has received two bouquets: one with brilliants sunflowers, another with beautiful red roses. She stared at both gifts in silence. What kind of impressions and feelings would she have? There are different values constructed behind these two flowers in our society. Some people say: roses are like poetry and sunflowers like prose.

Sure roses are like poetry! A rose is not only a simple flower, but is an aesthetic experience, with a discreet sweet fragrance as rhythm and a delicate shape as form. 

Sunflowers are more like prose: they are casual and prosaic with their unusual form, like a big lily, without the rhythm of a sweet fragrance to conquer their audience. Actually their happy appearance is built by their enormous center, which insists in following the sun every day. 

As poetry, a rose evokes mysteries and old stories about love and passion. It could be said that red roses are flowers for an evening, used to charm romantic dinners at restaurants with candles, lovers’ dialogues and glazes. In the opposite, sunflowers inspire a natural atmosphere, which invokes simplicity: children, blue skies, open fields. 

Technically speaking, sunflowers are not considered as real flowers: botanists classify them as “inflorescence”, a kind of prosaic minor gender of flowers. In the opposite, roses are truly flowers, a pure lyrical gender, fine and well built.

Like roses, it is not easy to come close to a poem – in the interpretation there always be a hidden spine. Our casual sunflower does not offer this danger with their velvet arms.

But the story is not so simple as described.

Through a rose, the old lady of the beginning could remember Alice in Wonderland’s history and the funny scene about the three gardeners painting red roses white, afraid of their Queen of Hearts – a real prosaic scene; and she could also remember a sunflower given by her first love at school (and then, her first kiss – oh, this was a truly romantic story!). She could also find more poetry in Virginia Wolf as in Eliot and more prose in Drummond as in Machado. Talking about flowers and literature (and women) is very complicate: there is always a little danger of being misunderstood.

But a red rose still be a rose. And sunflowers, flowers.
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Pay or not to pay for TV? That is the wondering!

Those who never wondered if should or not subscribe to a pay TV throw the first stone! As every choice we have to make in our lives, decide to get pay TV instead of just watch the free-to-air TV has advantages and disadvantages, otherwise how unvaried would be our choices and how Manichaean would be the world. Having these thoughts in mind, let’s have this important issue worked out, after all, how much of our lifetimes have the TV (of all kinds) taken away!?

For a start, maybe we ought to mention one of the main reasons that compel a person desire to subscribe to a pay TV: the variety of channels. In Brazil, as it is known, one has no more than a dozen of channels available to watch on the free-to-air TV. The pay TVs basic packages, on the contrary, delivers almost a hundred of channels, what, in principle, makes the pay TV a great deal. But, on the other hand, it is also a known fact that many of the channels available on the pay TV are useless or redundant, such as the fashion show or the video clip channels; that is why some people affirm that they will pay TV only when it is pay-per-view rather than a monthly charge.

For some people, the reason for getting pay TV is not the diversity of channels, but the specific ones, like sport or news channels. Surely, the fans of sports – not only ‘futebol’ – have no good choices on free-to-air TV. In order to watch Cricket, Rugby, Basketball, Baseball, Football, Poker, Bowling etc. one is forced to have ESPN, SporTV, BandSports etc. The Brazilian free-to-air channels broadcast a way too eclectic programming, trying to achieve the various strata of society, a goal which is for sure impossible to accomplished, resulting in a superficial low quality programming , what makes the pay TV a better choice in this case.

Another reason people usually mention to subscribe to a pay TV is the huge amount of ads the free-to-air TV broadcasts. In some cases, people make jokes saying that there are ‘program breaks’, instead of ad breaks! Indeed, there are pay TV channels like HBO and Cinemax where one can watches a full film without any break, although that could be a problem if the person doesn’t have digital TV facilities like TiVo in order to pause the program to get a beer or answer the phone. Anyway, no ads is a much better choice than ‘program breaks’, even if you loose something, what is better than watch a pile of crap you don’t want to.  

Nowadays, a good reason for subscribe to a pay TV is the range of facilities it provides. Truly, the modern digital TV can be used as a DVD player, i.e., there are a series of functions similar to the DVD ones that the digital TV devices can provide, such as subtitle and spoken language on the language you choose (very useful for study a foreign language), pause a live program (very practical with you need to go to the bathroom), record a programming (very workable if you can’t be at room the time that program is going to be broadcast) without a VCR or a DVD recorder etc. Compared to this good scope of resources, the SAP and the Close Caption the free-to-air TV rarely provides are simpleton. Here, one observation has to be made: concerning the facilities, it is the digital pay TV which stands, if compared to both the free-to-air TV and to the analogue pay TV.

At last but definitely not least, the real issue for the Brazilian people: money. It is definitely not cheap in Brazil to have a pay. The less expensive packages of programming are often too basic: contain those channels with more breaks and ads, doesn’t broadcast those channels with specific programming, it is not digital etc. Those who want, for instance, HBO, CNN Latin America, Cinemax, American Football package, ‘Campeonato Brasileiro de Futebol’ package, digital TV etc. have to disburse a significant larger amount of money, what make the pay TV unaffordable for the vast majority of the Brazilians.

In conclusion, what was said above suggest that the pay TV offers a broader set of facilities than the free-to-air TV does; but, on the other hand, it appears that the pay TV has not a satisfactory cost-effective here in Brazil. Options been compared, probably the money is going to clear up the wondering.
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Being a freshman and a veteran student in Letras course at USP

The first two years of Letras College at USP are characterized by differences in the feelings and habits of the students, and also by some similarities they end up finding as they get used to the course.

After being approved to study in this college, the students are ready to be freshmen and go through all the rituals that mark the passage from one phase of their lives to another. They are anxious to discover what is the novelty, what are the differences between studying in high school and studying Letras at USP.

During the first days (or weeks, or months), they do not know the building very well and get lost with some frequency, especially in the ‘labyrinth’ (the corridors of the teachers’ rooms) and have to ask for information to unknown people, who might be veterans or other freshmen who are as lost as themselves.

Soon, the freshmen discover that this course makes use of high technological equipment during the classes: blackboard and chalk.

And after some few days they notice that they are almost killing themselves to get the best grades they are able (or not) to get during the year to pass the fearful ‘ranqueamento’.

The ‘ranqueamento’ is a second ‘vestibular’, and after this other ritual, the freshmen become sophomores, and some of them are happy for having got the language that they willed; others are sad for not having got it. Anyway, all of them are anxious to know what are going to be the differences from the first year, but they discover that everything is the same, except for the fact that they are studying a foreign language (or Linguistics).

One difference from the first year is that now, as veterans, they do not get lost in the building anymore and answer the freshmen’s doubts about directions during the first days of the year.

Contrasting with the first year, when the students tried to get the best grades possible, most of the veterans will feel satisfied if they get the grade 5.0 in all the subjects.

Some aspects change in the students’ lives after becoming a veteran, but the truth is that there are some things that never change, the high-tech equipment used in the classroom, for example…

3. CAUSE AND EFFECT 
To determine causes: "Why did this happen?" 

To identify effects: "What happened because of this?"

PURPOSE

Cause and effect is a common method of organizing and discussing ideas.

Cause-and-effect writing gives reasons and explanations for events, conditions, or behavior. It informs and educates.

It can be speculative (informative or entertaining or both).

Decide if you are writing to inform, entertain or persuade. 

STRATEGIES

1. Begin by listing the event or condition you want to address. Develop your thesis statement. State clearly whether you are discussing causes, effects, or both. 

2. Cause/Effect compositions are not necessarily to be about both causes and effects. It is advisable to focus on writing about either the causes or the effects, not both.
3. Find and organize supporting details. Back up your thesis with relevant and sufficient details that are organized. You can organize details in the following ways:

· Chronological: details are arranged in the order in which the events occurred. 

· Order of importance: details are arranged from least to most important or vice versa. 

· Categorical: details are arranged by dividing the topic into parts or categories.

4. Use appropriate transitional words:

	For causes

because, due to, one cause is, another is, since, for, first, second
	For effects

consequently, as a result, thus, resulted in, one result is, another is, therefore


	Levels of importance
	
	Degrees of certainty

	above all
	
	Certainly

	equally important
	
	May

	finally
	
	Necessarily

	first
	
	Perhaps

	initially
	
	Possibly

	last
	
	Probably

	primarily
	
	Undoubtedly

	second
	
	


Possible Cause and/or Effect Topics

1. Explain the effects of stress on you. Focus by limiting to a specific situation.

2. What are the effects of sleep deprivation?

3. Think about your favorite author. What caused him/her to write as he/she did?

4. What were the effects of the Internet on study habits?

5. What are the effects of overeating?

6. What are the typical causes of poor behavior in the classroom?

7. What are the effects of the computer on the quality of your writing?

8. What are the effects of the parents you have?

9. What are the physical effects of anger?

10. What are the effects of illiteracy?

11. What are the effects of a major life decision?

12. Should television cameras be allowed in the court room?

13. What is the value of having a pet? A hobby?

14. What are the causes and/or effects of choosing to attend this college?

15. Can music improve learning?

16. What are the effects of beauty? Ugliness? Poverty? Wealth?

17. Are good grades an accurate prediction of future success?

18. What influence do you have over your friends and/or family? Why?

19. What are the effects of abolishing the Writing Course?

20. What are the effects of a bad habit?

4. PROCESS ANALYSIS

“A process is an operation that moves through a series of steps to bring about a desired result.”

(classified by the principal function involved in its operation:

· natural

· mechanical

· physical

· mental

“Analysis is the division of something into parts in order to understand the whole.”

Process analysis essay:

· individual steps

· explanation 

· interpretation

PURPOSE

· give directions

· provide information

· approach degrees of complexity

AUDIENCE

Writing for an audience

Writing to a character

How much can a writer assume?

STRATEGIES

FIVE STEPS:

1. overview

2. special terms

3. sequence of steps

4. examples

5. results

