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. ibid., p. 69.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

GRISELDA POLLOCK

which drives its subjects towards the current symbolic solutions - i.e. the Law
of the Father, the Primacy of the Phallus and the Repression of the Mother.
K. Silverman, The Acoustic Mirror: The Female Voice in Psychoanalysis and Cinema,
Bloomington, Indiana University Press, 1988, pp. 161~62. [ am deeply indebted
to the important work of Kaja Silverman for the extension of feminist analysis
towards both the new understanding of the gaze and masculinity and for the
ways in which she enunciates her theories to insist upon women’s desire and
meanings.

. J. Lacan, The Four Fundamental Concepts of Psychoanalysis [first edition, 1973], J.A.

Miller (ed.), A. Sheridan (trans.), London, Penguin Books, 1979.

Lacan, op. cit., pp. 95-96.

Joan Copjec, “The orthopsychic subject: film theory and the reception of Lacan’,
October, 1989, no. 49, p. 68.

‘It is crucial that we insist upon the social and historical status of the screen
by describing it as that culturally generated image or repertoire of images through
which subjects are not only constituted, but differentiated in relation to class,
race, sexuality, age and nationality. The possibility of playing with these images
then assumes a critical importance, opening up as it does an arena for political
contestation.” K. Silverman, ‘Fassbinder and Lacan: a reconsideration of gaze,
look and image’, Camera Obscura, 1989, no. 19, p. 76. This important paper offers
further elaboration of Lacan’s theory and stresses the place of the social within
the psychic scheme.

J. Copjec, ibid., p. 68.

See also, T. J. Clark on Pissarro, TV programme for the Open University’s
Modern Art and Modernism, 1983, for a very fine presentation of the difficulties
of seeing in Impressionist painting.

C. Baudelaire, ‘The painter of modern life’, in The Painter of Modern Life and Other
Essaps, Jonathan Mayne (trans.), London, Phaidon Press, 1964; see G. Pollock,
‘Modernity and the spaces of femininity’, op. cit., for a feminist reading of this
text.

T. J. Clark, The Painting of Modern Life Paris in. the Art of Manet and his Followers, London,
Thames and Hudson, 1984. On revisionist social histories of, see for instance
Robert Herbert, Impressionism, Art, Leisure and Parisian Soctety, London and New
York, Yale University Press, 1988.

T. J. Clark, ibid., p. 15: ‘I wish to show that the circumstances of modernism
were not modern, and only became so by being given the forms called “‘the
spectacle’”” Modernism is not to be reduced to a matter of formalism; but the
Jforms of signification can be ideological and historical.

The models are not really identified. It is a mere suggestion that this is Marguerite
Degas, married in June 1865, pregnant in 1866. See also William Wells ‘Who
was Degas’s “‘Lyda’’?’, Apollo, vol. XCV, no. 120, February 1972, p. 130, who
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34.

35.
. Freud found his grandson repeatedly throwing away and retrieving a cotton

36

31.

38.

39.

WOMEN WITH BINOCULARS - A QUESTION OF DIFFERENCE

tried to suggest that the inscription on the Dresden painting, Lyda, referred
to Mary Cassatt’s sister Lydia. This is generally discounted.

For a discussion of this fantasy and the public realm, see Elizabeth Cowie,
‘Fantasia’, m/f, no. 9, 1984.

Lacan, The Four Fundamental Concepts of Psychoanalysis, op. cit, p. 84.

reel and announcing each moment: fort, i.e. gone, which signified the absence
of the mother, and da, i.e. here, signifying her return. This represented a primary
moment in which the child symbolically attempts to control the anxiety evoked
by his mother’s absence. There are many readings of Freud’s account and of
the game. See K. Silverman, The Subject of Semiotics, Oxford, Oxford University
Press, 1983, ch. 4.

I am grateful to Heather Dawkins for a reference which is timely here: Alice
Jardine cites a passage from an unpublished paper by Michele Montrelay,
describing a typical male fantasy: ‘First, a central tube which cannot be the
closed and satisfying container of an interior. It’s not that the plan of the container
is non-existent. Intestine, pipe, image of cavern, of dark, deep inner spaces,
all that exists, but submitted to the forces of suction that empty them in the
most painful fashion. Or else the void is already established. . . . On the surface
- and isn’t that characteristic of male sexuality — there’s an eye.” A. Jardine,
Gynesis Configurations of Wemen and Modernity, Ithaca and London, Cornell University
Press, 1985, p. 70.

Limitations on illustrations prevent the kind of photo-essay this point requires.
But reference can be made to Adelyn Breeskin’s catalogue raisonné, Mary Cassatt,
Washington, Smithsonian Institute, 1970, for illustrations of: Emmie and her Child
1889, (B 156); Baby’s First Caress, 1891 (B 187); Mother Looking Down at Thomas,
1893 (B 225); The Mauve Dressing Gown, 1908 (B 510).

Film theory has argued that the apparatus of cinema captures our desire by
matching it to the scale, space and figures which is defined within the screen.
Off-screen space must always be carefully managed, as in shot reverse shot
sequences and rules about eye line matching across related shots and 180 degree
camera turns. These constitute the process of suturing the spectator’s look to
what the camera shows and thus to the narrativisation of space and figure. See
Noel Burch, Theory of Film Practice [first edition 19691, London, 1973; and Stephen
Heath ‘Narrative space’, Sereen, vol. 17, no. 3, 1976. This argument is suggestive
for current analysis of the relation of look to frame within nineteenth-century
painting. It does not imply that any picture of a woman looking out of the frame
signifies woman’s desire. It is rather an identification of a structural convention
upon which the ideological order of women’s availability to figure men’s desire
functions; it also indicates the means of its disruption. Thus suggestion that
there is offscreen space is a historically conditioned tactic for Mary Cassatt which
none the less had significant ramifications in the resources of expression through
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which to register the pressure of feminine desire as something that seems to
be outside the existing frameworks of meaning.

I am referring back here to the discussion in Section VI of the way in which
‘woman-as-image’ became an over-determined sign of masculine fantasy, bearing
the lack projected out from the masculine subject, and at the same time carrying
the trace of the lost mother. In the varying economies of feminine sexualities,
an image of woman may be an object of desire, and may indeed figure feminine
desire. The point I want to emphasise is that, in a system which recruits the
image of woman as a fixed object mastered by a masculine look, feminine desire
will figure itself or find forms of representation as that which exceeds fixing,
picturing, framing, containing, objectifying. Not because women are good and
do not objectify, but because the social screens of representation negate feminine
desire, deny it forms of representation. It is not to be representated by objects,
but in relations. The struggle for women artists is not for positive alternative
images, but to write on the screen of representation that which is culturally
excluded, offscreen, the more that is always suspected, and is signified by men
as there, yet empty, the enigma, the excess, the monstrous. I am not suggesting
other positive feminine systems of representation, but the way meanings for
feminine subjects can only be generated as a strategic negotiation of the
historically specific fields of representation.

See Carol Smith Rosenberg, ‘The female world of love and ritual: relations
between women in nineteenth century America’, in Disorderly Conduct: Visions of
Gender in Victorian America, New York, Alfred Knopf, 1985.

I'learned this from a children’s book I was reading to my daughter, Sir Gawain
and the Loathly Lady, retold by Selina Hastings, London, Walker Books, 1985.
King Arthur meets a Knight who threatens to kill him unless he answers a riddle:
‘What is it that women most want?’ A hideous hag saves Arthur’s skin by telling
him the answer in return for one of his knights as her husband. Sir Gawain
volunteers. Of course, the Loathly Lady becomes a beautiful woman, but will
remain so only if Gawain answers her riddle. The answer is that she must do
what she wants. What women most want is their own way - the pun is intended.
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