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Objectives: to give students a comprehensive view of the great tradition of the English novel in its various trends. The course focuses on canonical novels of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, concentrating on their formal aspects and socio-historical context.

1. The rise of the novel and the growth of the reading public. Background reading: “Realism and the Novel Form”; “The Reading Public and the Rise of the Novel” (Ian Watt)
2. Generic Transformation and Social Change (Michael McKeon)
3. Novels of Adventure; Novels of Consciousness
4. Novels of Development; The Novel of Manners 
5. Gothic Fiction; The Political Novel 
Easter week: 10 to 15 April 
6. Subversive form and the individual: Tristram Shandy, Laurence Sterne

7.  Irony and point of view: Persuasion, Jane Austen 
8. Individual and social mobility: Persuasion, Jane Austen. Background reading: “Introduction” to The English Novels From Dickens to Lawrence (R. Williams)
9. Class alliance in Persuasion, Jane Austen. Critical text: “Regulated Hatred: as Aspect of the Work of Jane Austen” (D. W. Harding)
10. Novel form in Wuthering Heights, Emily Brontë. Background reading: “Introduction” (Myths of Power, Terry Eagleton); “Charlotte and Emily Brontë” (Raymond Williams)
11. Point of view in Wuthering Heights, Emily Brontë. Critical text: “Wuthering Heights” (Case and Shaw)
12. Tensions and contradictions in Wuthering Heights, Emily Brontë. Critical text: “Wuthering Heights” (Case and Shaw)
13. Novel form in Great Expectations, Charles Dickens. Background reading: “Charles Dickens” (Raymond Williams); “Charles Dickens” (Terry Eagleton
14. Lost illusions in Great Expectations, Charles Dickens
15. The individual and bourgeois England in Great Expectations, Charles Dickens 

Suggested Background Reading

1. The English Novel, Terry Eagleton

2. Chapters 1 and 2 of The Rise of the Novel, Ian Watt
3. “Generic Transformation…” by Michael McKeon (see folder)

4. Dez lições sobre o romance inglês do século XVIII, Sandra Vasconcelos
5. Formação do Romance Inglês: ensaios teóricos, Sandra Vasconcelos 

6. Introduction to The English Novel from Dickens to Lawrence, Raymond Williams
7. Chapters from The Country and the City, Raymond Williams 
8. Cambridge Companions
Assessment
1) First paper: Choose one eighteenth-century English novel and write a paper in which you will argue a central hypothesis. You must give it a title that reflects and summarises this central hypothesis.
Due date: 27 April 
2) Second paper: Choose one nineteenth-century English novel and write a paper in which you will argue a central hypothesis. You must give it a title that reflects and summarises this central hypothesis.

Due date: 22 June
Format: cover page, containing name/ period (morning or evening); font: Times New Roman 12; 1,5 line spacing; 5 pages (bibliography and notes excluded from page limit) 
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