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Objectives: The aim of this course is to introduce students to the main issues involving the theory of the novel and the history of the genre since its rise in the 18th century and consolidation as the hegemonic literary form in the 19th to its ‘crisis’. It focuses on the study of its constitutive elements as a theoretical and historical framework for the discussion of specific novels. 

1. Introductory class. The novel quiz. 

2. Text for discussion: “What is a novel?” (The English Novel, Terry Eagleton) 

3. Text for discussion: “What is a novel?” (The English Novel, Terry Eagleton)
4. Text for discussion: “A cryptogram of its age” (Claudio Magris)

5.  Text for discussion: “A cryptogram of its age” (Claudio Magris)

Easter week: 10 to 15 April
6. New Grub Street, George Gissing
7. New Grub Street, George Gissing
8. Howard’s End, E.M. Forster
9. Howard’s End, E.M. Forster 

10. The Good Soldier, Ford Madox Ford
11. The Good Soldier, Ford Madox Ford
12. Wide Sargasso Sea, Jean Rhys
13. Wide Sargasso Sea, Jean Rhys
14. Foe, J.M. Coetzee
15. Foe, J.M. Coetzee
Suggested Background Reading 
Mullan, John. How Novels Work. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008.
Wood, James. How Fiction Works. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2008.
Assessment

1) First paper: Choose a novel in the British tradition you have always wanted to read and write a paper in which you will argue a central hypothesis. You must give it a title that reflects and summarises this central hypothesis.
Due date: 26 April 

2) Second paper: Choose one novel among those listed above and write a paper in which you will argue a central hypothesis. You must give it a title that reflects and summarises this central hypothesis.

Due date: 14 June
Format: cover page, containing name/ period (morning or evening); font: Times New Roman 12; 1,5 line spacing; 5 pages (bibliography and notes excluded from page limit) 
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